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Introductions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Members Present: �Alan Billingsley�Herb Gerhardt�Mary Dodsworth�Mendy Harlow�Glynnis Nakai�Wayne Chapin



South Puget Sound Wildlife Area



South Puget Sound: Weed Control

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve been working on Scotch Broom management at the SPS unit, and rented a skid steer in the spring to mow around 12 acres of old scotch broom in the unit.



South Puget Sound: Western Pond Turtle Habitat

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve also undergone blackberry control in the old orchard area of the unit, within the turtle pond habitat.



South Puget Sound: Western Pond Turtle Habitat

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Blackberry control and scotch broom control near turtle ponds, seen in these photos. Also volunteers have assisted with weed mapping around the turtle ponds. 




South Puget Sound: Prairie Restoration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Clover Park Rotary Club has been helping with scotch broom control and prairie plant transplants in a larger effort to do understory prairie restoration at the SPS unit. Their work party volunteer days and work with the Northwest Youth Corps has helped improve areas of the unit that will be transplanted with native grasses and flowers this fall. 



South Puget Sound: Security

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We received funding over the winter to install gates and security cameras at the SPS unit to help reduce vandalism in the units overnight and at the unit’s office buildings. 



South Puget Sound: Future project – riparian 
corridor on Chambers Creek

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An upcoming potential project at the unit is restoration work along the Chambers Creek riparian corridor, which is overrun with invasive species. We’ve met with the Pierce Conservation District and hope to develop a project with volunteer and/or work crews to get the habitat healthier.



McNeil: Restoration Projects

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Upcoming projects include restoration at Bodley Creek and Floyd’s Cove – two retention ponds that will be restored to estuaries with larger culvert and bridge installed. 



McNeil: Restoration Projects

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Milewa Estuary project has been completed, buthas required some ongoing troubleshooting to complete security cameras as part of the project to allow for security on the disconnected Still Harbor road. 



McNeil: Vandalism Concerns

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Update on an issue over the winter: vandalism on the island in an old transformer which caused an oil spill. We currently have a goal of assessing risks on the island and removing them via coordination with DOC - removing transformers, checking fuel tanks, deenergizing power lines.



McNeil: Interagency Coordination 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve been having quarterly meetings with DOC, DSHS, and DNR, to help increase communication between the management agencies of McNeil. This has helped for coordination of hauling dead whales to McNeil and to discuss upcoming potential restoration work for Butterworth Reservoir.



Lake Koeneman
• Working on agreement with Alpine Evergreen to officially allow trail access

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are in communication with Alpine Evergreen to reinstate an access agreement for the trail to the unit. 



Nisqually
• In review of a recent building and dock assessment for the Nature Center.
• Planning to add an ADA wildlife viewer to the unit. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We had a contractor complete an assessment of the Nature Center’s building and dock structure to help plan for future work and updates needed to the building, we’re currently reviewing those assessments. Our watchable wildlife program has provided a wildlife viewer we’re planning to add to the unit near the boat ramp.



Skokomish: Regular Cleanups

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Skokomish unit continues to have dumping issues, but regular visits to clean up help keep the area managed.



Skokomish: Proposed Floodplain Restoration
Proposed:
• 22 engineered log jams in the 

mainstem Skokomish River
• Creation of 0.9 miles of new side 

channel, 
• Installation of 13 side channel log 

structures.
• A new parking area for continued 

recreation will be built farther upland 
and the vault toilet will be moved 
farther upland to free up wetland area 
and floodplain activation activity.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Mason Conservation District is working on their designs for floodplain restoration at the Skokomish unit, which will help create new side channels for fish habitat and reduced flooding on the south side of the river, plus will enhance the parking area and vault toilet.



Big Beef Creek/Stavis Creek

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Big Beef Creek and Stavis Creek units have mainly been visited for routine maintenance, and access clean-up. Access to the Hintzville Ponds via the Lost highway was cleaned up from major scotch broom encroachment this spring. 



Union River: Fall repairs to duck blinds

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We repositioned a floating duck blind at Union River this fall that had become unmoored in preparation for hunting season, and refreshed safety zone signage around the Salmon Center trails at the unit. 



Union River: Restored foot trail to duck blind

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also re-established a foot trail to the hunting blind for walk-in access of Hwy 300.



Union River: Theler Acquisition

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are anticipating the closing of the land transfer from the North Mason School District. Once completed, this will result in the acquisition of a classroom, exhibit building, and boardwalk from the School District, which will be maintained in partnership with the Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group at the Salmon Center. Also planning to add a wildlife viewer to the trail system at Union River. 



Union River: Restoration Project

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With the Theler acquisition will come a new restoration project to remove an old breeched dike and restore tidal channel connection, with the addition of a new boardwalk. 



Questions, Comments, Ideas?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Discussion.�Feedback received: �WAAC would like to be notified when Theler acquisition is complete. �Annual meeting works well, quarterly updates via email to the WAAC could be helpful. �A McNeil tour with the group is still of interest for everyone to see the projects there. 
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