
Fish Barrier 
Removal Board
2017-2019 FUNDING PROPOSAL

A statewide strategy to remove barriers and 

reconnect salmon and steelhead to their spawning 

habitat in Washington state.

“ 
We have a legal and moral 
obligation to restore wild 
salmon to Washington 
State. Every investment we 
make in salmon recovery is 
an investment we make in 
our future.” 

—GOVERNOR JAY INSLEE

Contact: 
Tom Jameson, FBRB Chair 
WDFW Fish Passage Division Manager 
Thomas.Jameson@dfw.wa.gov
360-902-2612 

wdfw.wa.gov/about/advisory/fbrb

Washington voters 
overwhelmingly 
support investing in 
bridge and culvert 
improvements for 
salmon.
—73% VOTER SUPPORT IN 2016 

MOORE INFORMATION SURVEY

The last great, strategic investment for salmon survival in Washington State 
is removing the barriers that prevent fish from reaching many thousands of 
miles of pristine and restored habitat in the headwaters of their natal streams. 

BUILDING ON LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
The Fish Barrier Removal Board talked to cities, counties, 
lead entities, salmon recovery regions, and several tribes to 
find the best projects to maximize investments in salmon 
recovery. The Board engaged these entities to develop the 
project list advanced for funding:

54 ENTITIES ENGAGED TO 
FIND MOST BENEFICIAL 
PROJECTS FOR SALMON 

HIGH INTEREST IN PROGRAM
There was strong interest in the 
Fish Barrier Removal Board’s call 
for projects in 2015. Over 200 fish 
barriers were submitted for funding 
consideration.

We anticipate even more 
interest in this strategic barrier 
removal approach as projects 
are completed and access to fish 
habitat is restored.

Asotin Conservation District

Asotin County

Chehalis Basin Lead Entity 

City of Lake Stevens

City of Port Angeles

City of Renton

City of Riverside

City of Sammamish 

Clallam County

Clark Conservation District

Clark County

Colville Confederated Tribes

Cowlitz County

Cowlitz Indian Tribe

Elwha Tribe

Jefferson County

Kitsap County

Kittitas Conservation District

Kittitas County

Lewis County 

Lewis County Conservation District

Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board

Makah Tribe

Mason Conservation District

Mason County

Nez Perce Tribe

North Olympic Peninsula Lead Entity for Salmon

North Olympic Salmon Coalition

Okanogan County

Palouse Conservation District

Pilchuck River Working Group

Private Landowners

Skagit County

Skagit Watershed Council Lead Entity

Snake River Salmon Recovery Board Lead Entity

Snohomish Basin Lead Entity

Snohomish Conservation District

Snohomish County

Sound Salmon Solutions

South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement 

Group

Squaxin Tribe

Suquamish Tribe

Trout Unlimited

Tulalip Tribe

Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board

Washington Coast Sustainable Salmon 

Partnership

Washington State Department of Transportation

Washington State Parks and Recreation

Whatcom County 

Whitman Conservation District

Whitman County

Wild Fish Conservancy

WRIA 14 Salmon Habitat Recovery Committee 

Lead Entity

Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 

Lead Entity

Regional Recovery 
Organizations



PRIORITIZING: GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TO SALMON RECOVERY

The Fish Barrier Removal Board priorities: 

1. Remove downstream barriers first

2. Work with regional salmon recovery 
organizations to identify priority salmon 
watersheds and ensure the highest 
contribution to salmon and steelhead recovery

3. Work with cities and counties to identify 
opportunities for barrier removal adjacent to 
other recently completed fish passage projects

4. Maximize coordination with other entities 

removing fish barriers.

CONNECTING: FOCUS ON WHOLE STREAMS

• Focus on strategic investments to create 
stream connectivity

• Leverage investments of state and private 
industry

• Remove downstream barriers that block 
access to the nearly 4,000 miles of upstream 
habitat opened by the forest industry 

MOMENTUM: ELEVATE ALL SALMON RECOVERY

We have the opportunity to build on existing 
salmon recovery efforts.  

It’s time to invest in this holistic, strategic, 
statewide approach to removing barriers and 
restoring passage. 

79
FISH BARRIER 
PROJECTS

PROPOSAL : 154
MILES OF HABITAT 
OPENED

$51.4 M
MAXIMIZED 
INVESTMENT

VELOCITY BARRIER HEIGHT BARRIER LOW FLOW BARRIER

WHAT IS A FISH BARRIER? 
• Aging culverts not designed for 

fish passage
• Gates and screens
• Collapsed road crossings
• Weirs, dams, water diversions

Fish passage is a statewide problem. 

Known barriers with 
total fish blockage

PUGET SOUND & HOOD CANAL
39 barrier removal projects

91.6 miles of habitat opened

$24.4M investment

UPPER COLUMBIA
5 barrier removal projects

1.6 miles of habitat opened

$2.2M investment

MID COLUMBIA
8 barrier removal projects

6.9 miles of habitat opened

$3.9M investment

SNAKE RIVER
11 barrier removal projects

17.8 miles of habitat opened

$5.7M investment

WASHINGTON COAST
6 barrier removal projects

10.6 miles of habitat opened

$3.1M investment

Connecting salmon to prime habitat statewide
The first step is to remove the downstream barriers. 

LOWER COLUMBIA
10 barrier removal projects

25.3 miles of habitat opened

$7.4M investment

JOHNSON CREEK

RESIDENT FISH ONLY

DEER CREEK

LOST CREEK

ARKANSAS CREEK TRIBUTARY

COOKE CREEK LITTLE ALMOTA CREEK


