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  DIRECTOR’S REPORT TO THE  
FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 

February 6-7, 2009 
 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE GOAL: 
ACHIEVE HEALTHY, DIVERSE AND SUSTAINABLE FISH AND WILDLIFE POPULATIONS AND THEIR 
SUPPORTING HABITATS 
 
Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Land Exchange Update:  Work on 
the DNR land exchange continues; however, timelines for Commission review and closing on 
the exchange have been pushed out to March 2009.  The Department and DNR are in the process 
of negotiating the final parcel list and road easements.  Regulatory reviews (State Environmental 
Policy Act [SEPA], National Environmental Policy Act [NEPA], Endangered Species Act 
[ESA], and Cultural Resources) are pending, contingent on the final parcel list.  An extension of 
the purchase and sales agreement for the proposed land exchange has been drafted and forwarded 
to the Director’s office and DNR’s Commissioner’s office for signature.  This extension would 
move the termination date from January 31, 2009, to June 30, 2009. 
 
Environmental Education at Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) 
and Statewide:  Commissioner Solomon has requested the Department brief the Commission on 
what we, along with other constituencies, are doing in the realm of environmental education.  A 
statewide initiative, “E3 Washington (E3=Education, Environment, Economy)” chaired by 
Governor Gregoire, Billy Frank, and Bill Ruckleshaus, is currently being conducted by the 
Environmental Education Association of Washington (EEAW) to assess environmental 
education needs of schools, communities, and businesses and to develop a plan to ensure 
success. 
 
The EEAW has also created an Environmental Education Resource Center which details 
environmental education activities of various institutions (available at www.e3washington.org).  
Through the E3 initiative, EEAW is preparing case studies of institutions and programs for the 
comprehensive environmental education plan which will be launched during the 2009 legislative 
session.  The final E3 Statewide Comprehensive Plan for Environmental and Sustainability 
Education will be available in January 2009. 
 
Lookout Wolf Pack Update:  U.S. Forest Service staff located the radioed animals from the air 
in a Twisp River tributary in the lower part of the watershed.  Subsequent ground observation 
yielded visual confirmation of seven wolves, with the eighth vocalizing from the nearby forest 
cover.  Three or four of the animals seen appeared to be this year’s pups (now almost full 
grown).  Department staff continue to periodically monitor the radioed wolves in the Lookout 
pack with the goal of obtaining a location at least once weekly.  Attempts to locate the pack for 
several weeks were unsuccessful; however, on the following week a male was successfully 
located in the pack’s traditional winter range.  A volunteer will be used to locate the pack daily 
for one week, after which time it is hoped that a U.S. Forest Service (USFS) contract will be in 
place to provide a crew to conduct intensive ground follow-up for a couple of months.  This will 
provide a better idea of how far the animals are ranging in the winter, more detail on fine scale 
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movement patterns, and possible DNA samples for individual identification.  The breeding 
season for wolves should be coming soon.  This could be a catalyst for the dispersal of some 
younger pack members and an increase in howling activity.  One such howling was reported by a 
member of the public who lives near the pack’s center of activity. 
 
Restoration Settlement for the 2003 Foss Barge Oil Spill:  Federal, state and tribal 
governments have agreed to a $382,123 settlement with Foss Maritime Company for natural 
resource damages resulting from an oil spill in Puget Sound.  On December 30, 2003, a Foss 
Maritime barge spilled approximately 4,800 gallons of fuel oil at the Point Wells terminal in 
Shoreline, Washington.  The oil impacted fish and wildlife and their habitats in Port Madison 
and Central Puget Sound.  The money will fund several restoration projects in the area.  Spill 
Team staff played a key role in the damage assessment and restoration planning process for this 
spill.  
 
Restoration Settlement for 2006 Puget Sound Energy (PSE) Spill at Crystal Mountain: 
Federal, state and tribal governments have reached a $512,856 settlement with PSE for natural 
resource damages resulting from an oil spill at the Crystal Mountain Emergency Generation 
Facility.  On November 3, 2006, approximately 18,000 gallons of diesel fuel spilled at the 
facility.  Some of the fuel entered Silver Creek and the White River.  The oil contaminated over 
six miles of stream and 14 acres of wetland habitat in Silver Creek.  The money will be used to 
fund several restoration projects in the White River watershed.  An additional $49,614 will be 
paid to reimburse the trustee agencies and tribes for the expense of conducting the damage 
assessment.  Spill Team staff played a key role in the damage assessment and restoration 
planning process for this spill.  
 
Cushman Hydroelectric Project Agreement:  On January 12, the Department, Tacoma Power, 
the Skokomish Tribe (Tribe), the Department of Ecology and four federal agencies signed 
settlement agreements resolving decades of contention regarding Tacoma Power’s Cushman 
Hydroelectric Project.  The Cushman Hydroelectric Project is located on the Skokomish River in 
Mason County.  The agreements establish a set of license conditions to guide the operation of the 
Cushman Hydroelectric Project.  The agreements continue the existing funding arrangement for 
the George Adams Hatchery, benefit recreational fishers by providing for the annual stocking of 
100,000 catchable trout into local lakes, and resolve the Tribe’s trespass and damage lawsuit.  
They also allow continued public use of the boat launch at a saltwater park near the powerhouse 
at Potlatch and at the existing freshwater boat launch in the old state park on Lake Cushman.  
Implementation of the agreements will begin immediately after the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission issues a new operating license for the Cushman Hydroelectric Project. 
 
Windy Point II Wind Power Project:  Klickitat County issued a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Windy Point II Wind Power Project.  The Department found 
the DEIS incomplete because the developer did not conduct many of the surveys called for by 
the Pre-Project Assessment Section of the Wind Power Guidelines.  With the current project 
configuration, the project would be inconsistent with the Department’s Western Gray Squirrel 
Guidelines.  The project would site turbines 75 feet away from oak woodlands occupied by 
western gray squirrels, a state threatened species.  The Department remains concerned over 
possible nest and colony abandonment due to noise, shadow flicker, visual disturbance, and 
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invasion by non-native squirrels that prefer habitat created by the surrounding development.  
Staff provided a written comment letter on the DEIS and conducted a teleconference call with 
Klickitat County personnel.  Additional consultation to address our comments on the DEIS is 
scheduled in early February.  
 
Lead Entity Advisory Group (LEAG):  As a cost saving measure, on January 13, the LEAG 
had its first statewide videoconference meeting.  They had over 40 participants, incorporated the 
four regional offices, and brought in a few participants via telephone.  The group reviewed the 
2008 Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) round, planned for the upcoming 2009 round and 
for the Lead Entity Outreach Day, discussed the Habitat Work Schedule, and the future of the 
Lead Entity Program.  
 
Wild Horse Wind Farm Conservation Easement:  The Department has completed the 
acquisition of a conservation easement on approximately 6,500 acres of land owned by Puget 
Sound Energy (PSE).  The property is operated as PSE’s Wild Horse Wind Farm in eastern 
Kittitas County.  The wind farm is in a popular hunting area and is surrounded by Whiskey Dick, 
Skookumchuck, and Quilomene Wildlife Areas.  The conservation values of the property are elk 
and other wildlife, springs, creeks, riparian areas, and shrub steppe lands.  Beyond wind power, 
this easement limits future development to just solar and geothermal energy.  The scope also 
limited to the southern end of the property, an area away from springs, creeks, and the core of 
wildlife habitat.  Along with the Department acquired fee title to 17,582 acres, this easement 
completes the conservation actions covering 24,082 acres of the former American Minerals 
property.   
 
2009 Flood Event Update: As water subsides, damage is continuing to be assessed and 
submitted to staff.  Department construction crews are working with facility staff to make the 
facilities functional again.  At this time, there is no declaration of disaster areas by state or 
federal government.   
 
PUBLIC GOAL: 
ENSURE SUSTAINABLE FISH AND WILDLIFE OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC BENEFIT 
 
Hunting Season Recommendations:  The 2009-11 Hunting Season Recommendations were 
released on Wednesday, January 21.  Comments will be accepted on the recommendations until 
February 20.  The Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) will consider these and will take 
additional public input at the March 6-7 meeting in Ellensburg.  Final Commission action is 
scheduled for the April 3-4 meeting in Olympia. 
 
Point-No-Point Public Meeting:  On December 13, 2008, Department staff attended an 
informal public meeting regarding the Point-No-Point Launch site.  Approximately 100 people 
attended, comments were received, and additional meetings were scheduled.  The meeting 
communicated the project design, permitting process, and construction (depending on funding) 
of a concrete ramp structure, 20 feet wide, that extends to a low tide of minus-one foot.  The 
Point-No-Point launch was deemed unsafe in 2002 and closed to public use.  The site was a very 
popular boat launch and still has no public access. 
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Skagit Dike Repair:  The Skagit Dike Repair project, required by the 2006 flood damages, has 
been completed.  This dike protects the farm island segment of the Skagit Wildlife Area. 
 
Columbia River Smelt:  The Columbia River Compact (Compact) met in December to set smelt 
fisheries in the mainstem Columbia River.  The Compact adopted a very conservative 
commercial fishery strategy by adopting two 7-hour (7 a.m. - 2 p.m.) fishing periods per week.  
These fishing periods will occur every Monday and Thursday during January 1 - March 31.  
Additionally, the Department adopted a similar conservative strategy for commercial and sport 
fisheries in the Cowlitz River.  Commercial seasons will consist of two 6-hour fishing periods 
per week (6 p.m. - Midnight, Sunday and Wednesday) during January 1 - March 31.  The sport 
season will consist of one 16-hour fishing period per week (6 a.m. - 10 p.m., January 1 - March 
31).  The adopted seasons are consistent with joint Washington-Oregon management plans.   
 
Review of New Transmission Line:  Habitat Program staff attended a Pacific Power 
presentation involving construction of a new 230 KV transmission line between Vantage and 
Selah.  Staff has begun evaluating potential impacts to fish and wildlife.  The proposed route cuts 
through the Yakima Training Center (YTC) near one of the two remaining populations of sage 
grouse in Washington, raising significant concerns with respect to its affect on shrub-steppe 
obligate species.  Scientific data has shown that sage grouse avoid use of habitat near towers and 
transmission lines, and they may have an adverse effect on migration and dispersal of birds to 
adjacent habitats.  Additional roads and disturbed soils are also a significant concern with regard 
to introduction of noxious weeds, as restoration of shrub-steppe ecosystems has not been found 
to be successful.  Staff has recommended alternative routes that avoid the YTC and connectivity 
with adjacent wildlife areas and migration routes.  Staff will be working with Pacific Power 
representatives in seeking appropriate alternatives that avoid or mitigate identified impacts to 
critical habitat. 
 
COMPETENCE GOAL: 
IMPLEMENT PROCESSES THAT PRODUCE SOUND AND PROFESSIONAL DECISIONS, CULTIVATE 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND BUILD PUBLIC CONFIDENCE AND AGENCY CREDIBILITY  
 
Maury Island Gravel Pit and Loading Dock:  Habitat and Enforcement staff have been 
conducting regular compliance checks of the construction of the loading dock for the Maury 
Island gravel pit permitted under an HPA.  As per the HPA, surveys for forage fish use in the 
vicinity of the project have been conducted weekly.  On December 24, sand lance eggs were 
observed on the beach.  Sand lance eggs had not been previously documented on this beach.  To 
address this new finding, Department Habitat staff promptly revised the HPA to provide 
appropriate protection for the fish eggs.  Construction activity is not permitted on the beach.  
Construction activity may occur in deeper water (below the –2 mean lower low water line) where 
eggs are not found and impacts to fish are negligible.  In addition, the HPA requires that all in-
water work cease after January 15, 2009, in order to protect the spawning activity of herring 
which are known to spawn on this beach.  A request by the project proponent (Northwest 
Aggregates Company) to extend this work closure was denied for the protection of fish life 
during the critical spawning and incubation period.  Work may resume on August 15, 2009, after 
the incubation period for the herring eggs. 
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January 2009 Region 4 Flooding Issues:  Habitat staff have been working diligently with state, 
county and city agencies, and local citizens, to issue and monitor HPAs for flood related issues.  
Many of the projects involve culverts that are blocked by sediment and debris.  Emergency 
HPAs are immediately issued to clear and maintain these culverts.  Many of these emergency 
HPAs will require a follow-up meeting and monitoring to assure adequate protection for fish life. 
 
Puyallup Sports Show:  Staff worked shifts at the Puyallup Sports Show, reporting that contacts 
were positive.  Some sportsmen expressed concern on how the budget crunch may affect 
Department programs, such as the pheasant release program.  Several biologists relayed that 
attendance was down a bit over the last years, that there were no major issues brought up, and 
that there was much support and empathy for the Department’s budget woes.  
 
SCIENCE GOAL: 
PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT AND RESPONSIBLE USE OF SOUND AND OBJECTIVE SCIENCE TO INFORM 
DECISION-MAKING 
 
Colockum Elk Herd Study – Darted and Radio Collared:  As part of a new Colockum elk 
herd study, a capture crew from the Department darted and radio collared 43 cow elk over 3½ 
days.  The elk were darted from a helicopter.  Each elk was fitted with a GPS-equipped radio 
collar, and data was collected on physical condition and reproductive status.  These 43 elk, 
combined with 6 elk collared in September, brings the total number of elk instrumented for the 
first year of this study to 49.  The principal objectives of this study are to document the effects of 
recent land use changes in the Colockum on elk and to define the distinctiveness of peripheral 
subherds in the Colockum relative to the core herd.  The project is to be a three-year study. 
 
EMPLOYEE GOAL: 
CREATE AN AGENCY ENVIRONMENT THAT NURTURES PROFESSIONALISM, ACCOUNTABILITY, 
ENTHUSIASM, AND DEDICATION IN ORDER TO ATTRACT, DEVELOP, AND RETAIN A WORKFORCE 
THAT CAN SUCCESSFULLY CARRY OUT THE MANDATE OF THE AGENCY 
 
Training:  Region Four Enforcement Officers attended radioactivity detection training in 
Seattle. All now have personal radiation detectors and each detachment has two radioactive 
isotope identifier detectors (RIID).  The training and equipment is intended for marine law 
enforcement officers who frequently work along the international border.  The federally funded 
program is designed to increase the possibility of detecting nuclear/radioactive material or 
devices when, and if, they are smuggled by terrorists. 
 


