
ISSUE: An icon of the Pacifi c 
Northwest, wild steelhead have 
provided important cultural and 
economic benefi ts throughout 
the region’s history. Today, 
however, native steelhead are 
listed for protection under the 
federal Endangered Species Act 
in much of Washington, where 
resource managers face numerous 
challenges – such as climate 
change and habitat loss – in 
managing those native stocks. 

Guided by the Statewide Steelhead Management Plan, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is 
taking several actions to restore steelhead populations to sustainable levels. That eff ort includes measures that guide 
fi sheries management, hatchery operations and habitat-restoration programs.

But meeting those responsibilities has become increasingly diffi  cult in recent years, due to shrinking state and 
federal funding, steadily rising costs, and increasingly complex management requirements.

To maintain and improve these key conservation and recovery activities, WDFW is looking to establish consistent 
funding sources dedicated to restoring wild steelhead populations in Washington. 

PROPOSAL: As part of that eff ort, WDFW is proposing legislation that would create a new license plate with a 
background that features a steelhead. Revenue generated from the sales of these license plates would help support 
activities critical to conserving Washington’s steelhead populations.

Specialty license plate featuring wild steelhead
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19 JANUARY 2016

The plate would raise an estimated $200,000 each year to:

• Apply new techniques to improve estimates of the number of 
wild steelhead on the spawning grounds, and ensure that the 
population numbers are consistent with the productivity of 
the river.

• Bolster eff orts to monitor interactions between wild and 
hatchery steelhead to help ensure future hatchery steelhead 
production and management actions support the recovery of 
wild stocks.

• Increase creel surveys to improve estimates for the number of 
wild steelhead harvested in fi sheries and the number of wild 
steelhead caught and released by anglers. 

Wild Steelhead Preservation

2016 Request Legislation
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