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Contact Information:

Steven Crown

AD Chief, Enforcement Program
360-902-2373
steven.crown@dfw.wa.gov

Raquel Crosier
Legislative Liaison
360-902-2226
raquel.crosier@dfw.wa.gov

wdfw.wa.gov

ISSUE:

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDEFW) is seeking legislation
to correct deficiencies in current Title 77 fish and wildlife laws. The proposals —
mostly technical changes — would clarify laws for certain fish and wildlife related
crimes and strengthen the protection of Washington’s natural resources.

PROPOSAL DETAILS:
Technical changes:

* Definition of “wild salmon”: Amend RCW 77.15.370(1)(g) to clarify the
definition of “wild salmon,” which is currently defined as a salmon with an
unclipped adipose fin (hatchery salmon are marked with a clipped adipose
fin). Clarifying that there must be a healed scar at the site of the clipped
adipose fin would close a loophole that allows an angler to avoid penalties by
clipping an adipose fin after harvesting a wild salmon.

* Turkey hunting tags: Amend RCW 77.15.400(1) to include “tags,
stamps and permits required under this title.” The change will align with
corresponding language in RCW 77.15.400(12), closing a loophole in license
and tag requirements that could allow a turkey hunter who has purchased a
small game license but not a turkey tag to escape penalties.

* License suspension: Amend RCW 77.15.420(6) to clarify that a hunting
license suspension is in addition to a criminal wildlife penalty assessment
and does not replace any other license suspension that is required by law
upon a conviction.

Policy and technical changes:

* Seafood records: Amend RCW 77.15.568(1)(c) to require that sales receipts
remain at all times with commercially harvested fish or shellfish that have
been delivered to retail buyers and those who hold product until it is no
longer in their possession. Currently the law states that the records may be
either with the seafood product or at a “principal place of business,” which
could be a location far from where the fish or shellfish are stored. Requiring
the records to remain with the product would streamline the inspection
process and help prevent falsification of records. This change would
complement a law (HB-1200) adopted by the Washington State Legislature
in 2013 that provides a higher standard for seafood labeling and stiffer
penalties for those found guilty of mislabeling their product. First receivers
are not affected.
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