
Washington’s salmon, steelhead and other 
fi sheries generate billions of dollars for 

the state’s economy and play a vital role in 
Washington’s ecology and culture. 

The Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) is charged with managing 
recreational and commercial fi sheries as 
well as conserving the valuable species that 
support these opportunities. Challenges 
to fulfi lling those responsibilities include 
a deteriorating hatchery system, declining 
federal funding for salmon production, 
increasingly complex standards for fi shery 
monitoring and diffi  culties associated with 
obtaining permits to meet federal Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) requirements for hatcheries 
and fi sheries.

To fund the costs associated with meeting 
those challenges, the department proposed 
legislation in 2015 to increase fees on 
commercial and recreational fi shing licenses. 
The Legislature did not adopt the proposal but 
instead directed WDFW to spend down the 
State Wildlife Account Fund balance during 
the 2015-17 biennium, to cover costs.
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During the 2016 session, WDFW is seeking budget authority to 
use those State Wildlife Account funds. The department also 
is requesting support from the state general fund to help cover 
the costs of sustaining Washington’s commercial fi sheries. 

The Governor’s proposed 2016 supplemental budget includes 
State Wildlife Account funding to support recreational fi shing 
opportunities and state general funds to sustain commercial 
fi shing activities. 

This proposal is designed to help WDFW maintain current 
fi shing opportunities for the 2015-17 biennium. The 
department will devote signifi cant eff ort in 2016 to identifying 
funding options and potential license fee increases to ensure 
the department can meet public expectations and its legal 
responsibilities in coming years.
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Sustaining Washington’s fi shing opportunities – budget request: 

Rev. 20 JANUARY 2016

Fishery Monitoring and Sampling
$300,000 from State Wildlife Account;  
$163,300 State General Fund
Most federally approved fi sheries require stringent 
monitoring and sampling programs to ensure the 
resource remains sustainable and ESA protected 
species are not harmed. Additional monitoring of 
commercial fi sheries in Willapa Bay is needed to 
conserve returning wild salmon and steelhead and 
preserve fi shing opportunities. However, funding has 
not kept pace with increasing costs, leaving WDFW 
unable to adequately staff  its monitoring programs on 
recreational and commercial fi sheries along the coast 
and in Puget Sound.
Failure to meet these monitoring obligations will 
require WDFW to signifi cantly reduce current harvest 
opportunities for salmon and steelhead.

ESA Permits and Management
$1,121,500 State Wildlife Account;  
$100,000 State General Fund
Federal permits are required in order for the 
department to provide fi shing opportunities in waters 
where there are threatened or endangered species. 
These permits require signifi cant monitoring and 
sampling to ensure the protected species are not 
harmed and federal ESA take limits are not exceeded. 
Over the next two years, WDFW will expend a 
considerable eff ort and will need extensive technical 
expertise to ensure that permits for Puget Sound 
and the Columbia River fi sheries and hatcheries are 
secured and requirements are met. 
Failure to fund this work would result in the loss of 
over 500,000 recreational angler trips annually in Puget 
Sound for salmon and steelhead and a reduction of 
as much as $6.7 million annually in ex-vessel value to 
Puget Sound commercial salmon fi sheries.

Hatchery Maintenance
$1,065,120 State Wildlife Account
WDFW’s 83 hatchery facilities produce 289.6 
million salmon and steelhead and 35.6 million 
trout and warm water game species every year. 
Some of these facilities are over 100 years old. 
Funding for hatchery maintenance hasn’t kept 
pace with needed upkeep, resulting in costly 
emergency repairs and partial infrastructure 
failures at some hatcheries. This funding is 
required to avoid production loss and maintain a 
safe working environment for staff .

Maintain Lower Columbia Hatchery 
Production
$572,765 State Wildlife Account;
$725,535 State General Fund
Over the last several years, state funding has 
decreased and federal Mitchell Act funding 
provided to Washington to mitigate the impact 
of dams and pollution on the lower Columbia 
River has been fl at. In the meantime, the 
department has increasing obligations and 
associated costs through agreements with tribal 
co-managers and the state of Oregon.     
Failure to fully fund fi sh production for the 
lower Columbia would result in the closure 
of two hatcheries, reduced commercial and 
recreational fi shing opportunities, and the 
department’s inability to implement the 
Columbia River Policy. These commercial and 
recreational fi sheries contribute millions of 
dollars in annual economic impact. 
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