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Purpose: These rule changes will protect rockfish stocks in Puget Sound.
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regulations is to comply with the ESA and to protect the listed species from capture in these fisheries. While the ESA listing
does not cover all of Puget Sound, the agency has concluded it is necessary to make these restrictions effective in all Puget
Sound Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas due to concern that leaving a small portion of Puget
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 04-218, filed 8/17/04, effective
9/17/04)

WAC 220-48-062 Drag seines—--Seasons. It is unlawful to take,
fish for, and possess bottomfish with drag seine gear for
commercial purposes except in the following Marine Fish-Shellfish
Management and Catch Reporting Areas during the seasons designated
below:

(1) Areas 28A, 28B, 28C, and 28D - Open January 1 through
April 30.

(2) All other areas - Open September 1 through April 30,
except Areas 27A, 27B, ((and)) 27C, and 29 are closed year-round.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 05-275, filed 12/9/05, effective
1/9/06)

WAC 220-52-051 Shrimp fishery--Puget Sound. (1) A Puget
Sound shrimp pot license or a Puget Sound shrimp trawl license will
only be issued to an individual who is a natural person, and this
person shall be the primary operator. Holders of Puget Sound
shrimp pot 1licenses and Puget Sound shrimp trawl licenses may
designate a single alternate operator per license.

(2) It is unlawful to fish for shrimp for commercial purposes
in Puget Sound using shellfish pot gear except during seasons
opened by emergency rule:

(a) Gear restrictions -

(1) In all areas, maximum 100 pots per fisher except for dual
licensees as provided for in RCW 77.70.410.

(ii) In all areas:

(A) Buoys must be orange in color and consist of durable
material that will remain floating on the surface with five pounds
attached; bleach or antifreeze bottles or other containers may not
be used as floats.

(B) The line attaching the pot to the buoy must be weighted
sufficiently to prevent the line from floating on the surface.

(C) The maximum perimeter of shrimp pots must not exceed ten
feet and the maximum height must not exceed two feet.

(D) It is unlawful to set or pull shrimp pot gear from one
hour after official sunset to one hour before official sunrise.

(b) Spot shrimp size restriction: It is unlawful to retain
spot shrimp taken by shellfish pot gear that have a carapace length
less than 1 and 3/16 inches. Carapace length is defined as the
length between the posterior mid-dorsal margin to the posterior-
most part of the eye-stalk orbit.

(c) Area restrictions:

(i) Pot gear closed in all Puget Sound Shrimp Districts except
the Port Townsend Shrimp District.

(ii) Pot gear closed in Lopez Sound south of a line projected
true east-west from the northern tip of Trump Island from the
season opening through July 9th.

(3) It is unlawful to fish for shrimp for commercial purposes
in Puget Sound using trawl gear except during seasons opened by

emergency rule((+)) and authorized by a permit issued by the
director.
(a) Gear restrictions - Beam trawl gear only. Otter trawl

gear may not be used.

(1) Maximum beam width in Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and
Catch Reporting Areas 20A, 20B, 21A, and 22A is 25 feet.

(ii) Maximum beam width in Marine Fish-Shellfish Management
and Catch Reporting Areas 23A, 23B, 23C, 25A, 25B, and 29 is 60
feet.
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(b) It is unlawful to retain spot shrimp.

(c) Area restrictions:

(1) Shrimp trawl fishing closed in all Puget Sound Shrimp
Districts.

(1i) Shrimp trawl fishing closed in Lopez Sound south of a
line projected true east-west from the northern tip of Trump Island
from the season opening through July 9th.

(d) It is unlawful to fish for shrimp in Puget Sound with beam
trawl gear in waters shallower than 100 feet.

(e) It is lawful to fish for shrimp in Puget Sound with beam
trawl gear in Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting
Area 21A only in those waters north and west of a line from the
southern tip of Sinclair Island to Carter Point on Lummi Island.

(f) The following restrictions apply to shrimp beam trawl
harvest in Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting
Area 20A:

(1) Closed in waters east of a line from the southwest corner
of Point Roberts to Sandy Point.

(1i) Closed in waters shallower than 20 fathoms.

(g) It is unlawful to operate shrimp beam trawl gear in Puget
Sound from one hour after official sunset to one hour before
official sunrise.

(h) Tt is unlawful to fish for, retain, land or deliver shrimp
taken with trawl gear without a wvalid Puget Sound shrimp trawl
fishery permit.

(i) Tt dis unlawful to take, retain, land, or deliver any
shrimp taken with trawl gear without complying with all provisions
of a Puget Sound shrimp trawl fishery permit.

(3) A violation of this subsection is punishable under RCW
77.15.750.

(4) All shrimp taken in the Puget Sound commercial shrimp
fishery must be landed and recorded on Washington state fish
receiving tickets within 24 hours of harvest. No fisher may land
shrimp without immediate delivery to a licensed wholesale dealer,
or i1f transferred at sea, without transfer to a licensed wholesale
dealer. A fisher who is a licensed wholesale dealer may complete
and return a fish receiving ticket to satisfy the requirements of
this subsection.

(5) For purposes of shrimp pot harvest allocation, fishing
season, and catch reporting, the Marine Fish-Shellfish Management
and Catch Reporting Areas (catch areas) are modified as follows:

(a) That portion of Catch Area 22A south of a line due east
from the international boundary to Lime Kiln Point light on San
Juan Island, then south of the shores of San Juan Island, then
south of a line from Cattle Point on San Juan Island to Davis Point
on Lopez Island, then south of the shores of Lopez Island to Point
Colville shall be considered to be part of Catch Area 23A.

(b) Catch Area 23A is divided into four subareas:

(1) 23A-E (east) 1is those waters of Catch Area 23A east of
122°57'W. Long. and north of 48°22.5'N. Lat.

(1i) 23A-W (west) 1is those waters of Catch Area 23A west of
122°57'W. Long. and north of 48°22.5'N. Lat.

(1ii) 23A-C (central) is those waters of Catch Area 23 south
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of 48°22.5'N. Lat. and east of a line projected 335° true from the
Dungeness lighthouse.

(iv) 23A-S (south) is those waters of Catch Area 23A west of
a line projected 335° true from the Dungeness lighthouse.

(c) Catch Area 26A is divided into two subareas:

(1) 26A-E (east) 1s those waters of Catch Area 26A north and
east of a line projected 110 degrees true from the southern tip of
Possession Point on Whidbey Island to the shipwreck on the opposite
shore.

(1i) 26A-W (west) is those waters of Catch Area 26A south and
west of a line projected 110 degrees true from the southern tip of
Possession Point on Whidbey Island to the shipwreck on the opposite
shore.

(d) Catch Area 26B is divided into two subareas:

(i) 26B-1 is those waters of Catch Area 26B westerly of a line
projected from West Point to Alki Point.

(ii) 26B-2 is those waters easterly of a line projected from
West Point to Alki Point.

(6) For purpose of shrimp trawl harvest allocation and catch
reporting, 23A East is that portion of Catch Area 23A, east of a
line projected true north from the Dungeness lighthouse. 23A West
is that portion of Catch Area 23A, west of the line described
herein.

(7) The following areas are defined as Puget Sound Shrimp
Management Areas:

(a) Shrimp Management Area 1A: Waters of Catch Area 20B west
of a line from Point Doughty on Orcas Island to the bell buoy at
the international boundary, and all waters of Catch Area 22A west
of a line projected true north and south from the western tip of
Crane Island, west of a line projected from the number 2 buoy at
the entrance to Fisherman Bay to the southern tip of Shaw Island.

(b) Shrimp Management Area 1B: Waters of Catch Area 20B east
of a line from Point Doughty on Orcas Island to the bell buoy at
the international boundary, and waters of Catch Area 22A east of a
line projected true north and south from the western tip of Crane
Island, east of a line projected from the number 2 buoy at the
entrance to Fisherman Bay to the southern tip of Shaw Island, and
east of a line projected true south from Point Colville, and all
waters of Catch Area 21A north and west of a line from the southern
tip of Sinclair Island to Carter Point on Lummi Island.

(c) Shrimp Management Area 1C: Waters of Catch Areas 204,
21B, 22B, and waters of Catch Area 21A not included in Management
Area 1B.

(d) Shrimp Management Area 2E: Waters of Catch Areas 24A,
24B, 24C, 24D, and 26A-E (east).

(e) Shrimp Management Area 2W: Waters of Catch Areas 25B,
25C, 25D, and 26A-W (west).

(f) Shrimp Management Area 3: Waters of Catch Areas 23A, 23B,
23C, 23D, 25A, 25E, and 29.

(g) Shrimp Management Area 4: Waters of Catch Areas 26B and
26C.

(h) Shrimp Management Area 5: Waters of Catch Areas 27A, 27B,
and 27C.
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(i) Shrimp Management Area 6:
28B, 28C, and 28D.

(8) In Shrimp Management Areas 1A, 1B and 1C, all catch must
be reported by Management Area and Catch Area combined, either 1A-

20B, 1A-22A, 1B-20B, 1B-21A, 1B-22A, 1C-20A, 1C-21A, 1C-21B, or 1C-
22B.

Waters of Catch Areas 26D, 28A,
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 02-66, filed 3/27/02, effective
4/27/02)

WAC 220-48-005 Puget Sound bottomfish--General provisions.
(1) It is unlawful to possess any English sole less than 12 inches
in length taken by any commercial bottomfish gear in all Puget
Sound Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas.

(2) It is unlawful to possess any starry flounder less than 14
inches in length taken by any commercial bottomfish gear in all
Puget Sound Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting
Areas.

(3) It is wunlawful to possess lingcod taken with any
commercial gear the entire year 1in Puget Sound Marine Fish-
Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas 23D, 24A, 24B, 24C,
24D, 25B, 25C, 25D, 26A, 26B, 26C, 26D, 27A, 27B, 27C, 28A, 28B,
28C, and 28D.

(4) It is unlawful to possess any lingcod less than 26 inches
in length or greater than ((#%)) 36 inches in length taken by any
commercial gear in all state waters east of the Bonilla-Tatoosh
line.

(5) It is unlawful to possess lingcod taken by any commercial
gear from June 16 through April 30 in Puget Sound Marine Fish-
Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas 20A, 20B, 21A, 21B,
227, 22B, 23A, 23B, 23C, 25A, 25E, and 29.

(6) It is unlawful to possess any species of shellfish taken
with lawful bottomfish gear except as provided in WAC 220-52-063
and 220-52-066.

(7) Incidental catch.

(a) It is lawful to retain bottomfish taken incidental to any
lawful salmon fishery, provided the bottomfish could be lawfully
taken.

(b) It is wunlawful to retain salmon or sturgeon taken
incidental to any lawful bottomfish fishery in Puget Sound.

(c) It is unlawful to retain any species of shellfish taken
incidental to any bottomfish fishery in Puget Sound, except that it
is lawful to retain octopus and squid.

(d) It is unlawful to retain any whiting taken incidental to
any bottomfish fishery in Catch Areas 24B, 24C or 26A except using
pelagic trawl gear when these areas have been opened by the
director for a directed whiting fishery.

(8) A wvessel trip 1is defined as having occurred upon the
initiation of transfer of catch from a fishing vessel.

(9) Pacific cod.

(a) It is unlawful to discard any Pacific cod taken by any
commercial fishing gear.

(b) All Pacific cod taken by a commercial gear shall be landed
at a licensed commercial dealer.

(10) Sablefish. It is unlawful to take more than 300 pounds
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of sablefish per vessel trip or more than 600 pounds of sablefish
per two-month cumulative limit from open Puget Sound Marine Fish-
Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas. A two-month
cumulative limit is the maximum amount of fish that may be taken
and retained, possessed or landed per vessel per two-fixed calendar
month period. The fixed two-month periods are January-February,
March-April, May-June, July—-August, September-October and November-
December.

(11) Sixgill shark. It is unlawful to retain sixgill shark
taken by commercial fishing gear in all Puget Sound Marine Fish-
Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas.

(12) Rockfish. It is unlawful to retain any species of
rockfish taken by commercial fishing gear in all Puget Sound Marine
Fish—-Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 01-58, filed 4/18/01, effective
5/19/01)

WAC 220-48-015 Beam trawl and ((bottom)) otter trawl--
Seasons. (({t1))) It is ((Fawfur)) unlawful to fish for and possess
bottomfish taken with ((bottom)) otter trawl and beam trawl gear in
all Puget Sound Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 04-218, filed 8/17/04, effective
9/17/04)

WAC 220-48-029 Set net--Dogfish--Seasons. ((tBr)) It 1is
unlawful to take, fish for and possess dogfish and other species of
bottomfish taken with dogfish set net gear for commercial purposes
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Management and Catch Reporting Areas ((except—during—the —seasors
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 04-218, filed 8/17/04, effective
9/17/04)

WAC 220-48-032 Set line--Seasons. ( (t——S5=t e fiohiug for
dogfish—andotherbottomfish—Is—opern)) It is unlawful to take, fish
for and possess any species of bottomfish taken with set line gear
in all Puget Sound Marine Fish-Shellfish Management and Catch

Reporting Areas ((yca;-;uuud except——=as yLuvidcd Tr—this—section-
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Reporting—"Aress)) .

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 98-05-043, filed 2/11/98,
effective 3/14/98)

WAC 220-48-071 Bottomfish pots—-—-Gear and seasons. (1) It
((staxT—P=)) is unlawful to take, fish for, and possess bottomfish
for commercial purposes with bottomfish pot gear as described in
WAC 220-16-145, except in the following Puget Sound Marine Fish-
Shellfish Management and Catch Reporting Areas during the seasons
designated below:
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J:JCJ_lllJl_t from—the U.I.J-_J_Ck,tuj_.)) Areas 23C and 29 open only by permit
from the director.
(2) Licensing: A bottomfish pot fishery 1license 1is the

license required to operate the gear provided for in this section.

REPEALER

The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code
are repealed:

WAC 220-48-011 Beam trawl and otter trawl--Gear.

WAC 220-48-013 Beam trawl and otter trawl
logbooks.

WAC 220-48-016 Pelagic trawl--Gear—--Licensing.

WAC 220-48-017 Pelagic trawl--Seasons.

WAC 220-48-028 Set net--Dogfish--Gear.

WAC 220-48-031 Set line--Gear.
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