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Permanent Rule Only

Effective date of rule:
Permanent Rules 11-29
X 31 days after filing.

[] Other (specify) (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should be
stated below)

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule?
[] Yes X No If Yes, explain:

Purpose: The purpose of this rule is to open the state’s Puget Sound recreational crab fishery within defined areas and
seasons consistent with the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission’s (FWC’s) Policy C-3609 and the legislative
mandates set forth in Title 77 RCW.

Reasons supporting proposal: This proposal was discussed during two FWC public hearings (December 2010 and
February 2011), and the changes were approved by the Commission at the February 2011 Commission meeting. The rule
changes were evaluated to ensure their consistency with resource-conservation principles, the promotion of orderly
fisheries, and the economic well being and stability of state fisheries.

Citation of existing rules affected by this order:
Repealed:
Amended: WAC 220-56-330
Suspended:

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047

Other authority :

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making)
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 10-21-102 on October 20, 2010 (date).
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: The WAC as filed with the CR-102 identified
a July 1 through Labor Day summer season and an October through December 31 winter season. However, the
Department determined that establishing winter seasons in the permanent rule could result in overharvest of the State’s
share of crab in years of high recreational fishing effort. Therefore, the adopted WAC does not provide for recreational
fishery openings after Labor Day. These openings will be based on summer recreational catch and State-Tribal harvest
sharing objectives, and they will be established by emergency rule.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 10-64, filed 3/19/10, effective
5/1/10)

WAC 220-56-330 Crab—--Areas and seasons. (1) It is unlawful
to fish for or possess crab taken for personal use from Puget Sound
except during the following seasons:

(a) Marine Area 4 east of the Bonilla-Tatoosh line, and Areas
5, 6, 8-1, 8-2, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13((——)): Open 7:00 a.m.,
( (Fame—18 tlu_uugh the—Tast do.y mmy FebJ_uaJ_y)) July 1 through Labor
Day, Thursday through Monday of each week.

(b) Those waters of ((Ares6t—those—waters—of)) Marine Area 7
south and west of a line projected from Village Point, Lummi
Island, through the navigation buoy just east of Matia Island,
thence to the buoy at Clements Reef, thence to the easternmost
point of Patos Island, thence running along the northern shore of
Patos Island to the westernmost point of Patos Island, thence due
west to the international boundary ((;—westerivyof—a—straitgbht—Tirne
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extends from Point Francis on Portage Island, through the marker
just north of Tnati Bay on Lummi Island to Lummi TITsland: Open 7:00
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op<TIT Suuday, SeptembeJ_ 5 —arct Muud_ay, SeptembeJ_ ) ). July 15
through September 30, Thursday through Monday of each week.
((tctr)) (c) Those waters of Marine Area 7 north and east of a
line projected from Village Point, Lummi Island through the
navigation buoy just east of Matia Island thence to the buoy at
Clements Reef thence to the easternmost point of Patos Island,
running along the northern shoreline of Patos Island and from the
westernmost point of Patos Island due west to the international
boundary and north of a line that extends from Point Francis on
Portage Island, through the marker just north of Inati Bay on Lummi
Island to Lummi Island((——))_: Open 7:00 a.m. August ((*¥#)) 15
through September 30, ( (= open uuly chucoday)) Thursday through
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( (Saturday)) Monday of each week ((except
SCJ:JtClllch. 5 Gl.lld I"’J'.Ulldcl._y 12 SCJ:JtClllch. 6) ) .

(2) It is unlawful to fish for or possess crab taken for
personal use with shellfish pot gear from Marine Areas 1, 2, 3, and
Area 4 west of the Bonilla-Tatoosh line except during the period
from December 1 through September 15. Open to gear other than
shellfish pot gear year-round.

(3) The Columbia River upstream from a line projected from the
outermost end of the north jetty to the exposed end of the south
jetty is open to crab fishing for personal use year-round.
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