
 

PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY 
CR-101 (June 2004) 

(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 
Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency:    Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 

Subject of possible rule making:  Changes the date that the agency will accept offers to sell commercial sea urchin licenses, 
and changes the date of availability of funds under the Sea Urchin License Reduction Program (WAC 220-95-100). Changes 
the date that the agency will accept offers to sell commercial sea cucumber licenses, and changes the date of availability of 
funds under the Sea Cucumber License Reduction Program (WAC 220-95-110).  Changes the maximum purchase price for 
commercial sea urchin and commercial sea cucumber licenses. 

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject:  RCW 77.04.020, 77.12.047, 77.70.150, and 77.70.190. 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: The commercial sea urchin and sea 
cucumber License Reduction Programs are scheduled to discontinue on December 31, 2013. In order to promote program 
participation (i.e., the sale of licenses back to the state), optimize incoming funds to the buyback accounts, and align the 
department buyback period with the programs’ terminus, the department will amend the start date to December 1

st
 for 

accepting license-sales offers.  The department will purchase licenses based on the funds available on the following January 
31

st
.  Statutory goals have not been met for reducing to 20 the total number of licenses in each of these fisheries.  Current 

maximum bid prices have not generated sufficient offers to sell these licenses and may need to be revised upwards. 
 

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these agencies:  

None 

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 

  Negotiated rule making 

  Pilot rule making 

  Agency study 

  Other (describe)       

How interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication: 

 

Contact:  
Rich Childers, WDFW Fish Program, 600 Capitol Way North, Olympia, WA  98501. 
Phone: (360) 301-2626 
E-mail: rich.childers@dfw.wa.gov 
 
Contact by April 5, 2013.  Expected proposal filing on or after April 17, 2013.  :  
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