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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 15-15-012,
8/2/15)

filed 7/2/15, effective

WAC 220-56-235 Possession limits—Bottomfish. 1t is unlawful to
fish for, retain, or possess sixgill, sevengill, or thresher sharks.
It 1s unlawful for any person to take in any day more than the follow-
ing quantities of bottomfish for personal use. The possession limit at
any time may not exceed the equivalent of two daily limits in fresh,
frozen or processed form. Unless otherwise provided, bottomfish fish-
ing is open the entire year.

(1) Coastal (Catch Record Card Areas 1 through 4): Limit 12 fish
total, except limit 10 fish total east of the Bonilla-Tatoosh line, of
all species and species groups of bottomfish, which may include no
more than:

(a) Lingcod: 2 fish. Minimum length i1s 22 inches in Catch Record
Card Areas 1 through 4.

(b) Rockfish: 10 fish((—Release—alHl)) 1In aggregate except the
possession limit for canary rockfish and yelloweye rockfish is 0. 1In
Marine Area 4 east of the Bonilla-Tatoosh line: 6 fish. Only black or
blue rockfish may be retained.

(c) Wolf-eel: O fish from Catch Record Card Area 4.

(d) Cabezon:

(1) Marine Areas 1 through 3: 2 fish.

(i1) Marine Area 4: 1 fish; the minimum size limit i1s 18 inches.

(2) Inner Puget Sound (Catch Record Card Areas 5 through 13):

(a) Catch Record Card Areas 5 and 6: 15 fish total for all spe-
cies and species groups of bottomfish, which may include no more than:

Rockfish in Marine Area 5 1 fish May 1 through
except September 30. Only
black or blue rockfish

may be retained.

3 fish. Only black or

in Marine Area 5 west of

Slip Point blue rockfish may be

retained.
in Marine Area 6. 0 fish
Surfperch 10 fish
Pacific cod 2 fish
Pollock 2 fish
Flatfish (except halibut) 15 fish
Lingcod 1 fish
Wolf-eel 0 fish
Cabezon 1 fish
Pacific hake 2 fish

(b) Catch Record Card Area 7:

15 fish total for all species of

bottomfish, which may include no more than:

Rockfish 0 fish
Surfperch 10 fish
Pacific cod 2 fish
Flatfish (except 15 fish
halibut)

Lingcod 1 fish
Wolf-eel 0 fish
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Cabezon 1 fish
Pollock 2 fish
Pacific hake 2 fish
(c) Catch Record Card Areas 8-1 through 11 and 13: 15 fish total

for all species and species groups of bottomfish, which may include no
more than:

Rockfish 0 fish
Surfperch 10 fish
Pacific cod 0 fish
Pollock 0 fish
Flatfish (except 15 fish
halibut)

Lingcod 1 fish
Wolf-eel 0 fish
Cabezon 1 fish
Pacific hake 0 fish

(d) Catch Record Card Area 12: 15 fish total for all species and
species groups of bottomfish, which may include no more than:

Rockfish 0 fish
Surfperch 0 fish
Pacific cod 0 fish
Pollock 0 fish
Flatfish (except 15 fish
halibut)

Lingcod 0 fish
Wolf-eel 0 fish
Cabezon 0 fish
Pacific hake 0 fish

(e) 1t i1s unlawful to possess lingcod taken by angling that are
under 26 inches i1n length or over 36 inches in length. 1t is unlawful
to possess lingcod taken by spear fishing that are over 36 inches 1in
length.

(f) In Marine Areas 5 through 11 and 13, the minimum size limit
for cabezon i1s 18 inches. All cabezon must be released in Catch Record
Card Areas 5 through 11 and 13 from December 1 through April 30.

(g) In Catch Record Card Area 5, the daily limit for rockfish 1is
the fTirst legal rockfish caught, except that west of Slip Point, the
daily limit for rockfish i1s the first three legal rockfish caught. On-
ly black or blue rockfish may be retained. After the daily limit of
rockfish i1s caught, all subsequent rockfish must be released.

(h) In Catch Record Card Area 5, i1t is unlawful to take rockfish
by spear fishing except when this area is open to spear TfTishing for
lingcod.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-03-153, filed 1/23/13, effective
2/23/13)

WAC 220-20-010 General rules—Fish. (1) It is unlawful to take,
fish for, possess or transport fish, shellfish, or fish or shellfish
parts, in or from any waters or land within the jurisdiction of the
state of Washington, or from the waters of the Pacific Ocean, except
as provided by department rule. Specifically, persons delivering fish
or shellfish caught in Pacific Ocean waters into Washington are sub-
ject to all Washington personal use fishing, possession, and licensing
regulations.

(2) It is unlawful for any person who takes or possesses fish or
shellfish taken from any of the waters or beaches of the Columbia Riv-
er, the state of Washington, or the Pacific Ocean, for any purpose, to
fail to submit the fish or shellfish for inspection by authorized de-
partment personnel. Violation of this subsection i1s punishable under
RCW 77.15.360((5)) Unlawful interfering in department operations—Pen-
alty.

(3) It is unlawful for the owner or operator of any fishing gear
to refuse to submit to inspection of the gear in any manner specified
by a fish and wildlife officer. Violation of this subsection is pun-
ishable under RCW 77.15.470.

(4) 1t is unlawful for any person to fish for fish or shellfish
while in possession in the field of fish or shellfish that are In vio-
lation of the rules for the area fished. This subsection does not ap-
ply to vessels in transit. Violation of this subsection is punishable
under RCW 77.15.380 or RCW 77.15.550, depending on the circumstances
of the violation.

(5 1t is unlawful to take, fish for, possess, injure, kill, or
molest fish iIn any fishway, fish ladder, fish screen, holding pond,
rearing pond, or other fish protective device, or to interfere with
the proper operation of a fish protective device in any way. Violation
of this subsection is punishable under RCW 77.15.370 or 77.15.380, de-
pending on the circumstances of the violation.

(6) It is unlawful to take or possess any Ffish or shellfish
smaller or larger than the minimum or maximum size limits or in excess
of catch or possession limits prescribed by department rule. A person
must immediately return to the water any fish or shellfish snagged,
hooked, netted or gilled that do not conform to department size re-
quirements or are iIn excess of catch or possession limits with the
least possible Injury to the fish or shellfish. Violation of this sub-
section is a misdemeanor punishable under RCW 77.15.380 or 77.15.550,
depending on the circumstances of the violation.

(7) 1t is unlawful for any person or entity licensed by the de-
partment or bringing fish or shellfish into the state to fail to com-
ply with the directions of authorized department personnel related to
the collection of sampling data or material from fish or shellfish. It
is also unlawful for any person or entity to fail to relinquish to the
department, upon request, any part of a salmon or other fish contain-
ing coded-wire tags including, but not limited to, the snouts of sal-
mon with clipped adipose fins.

(8) For the purposes of this section “delivery'"™ means transporta-
tion by a private or commercial recreational fishing vessel. Delivery
in Washington is complete when, within the state, the vessel anchors,
moors, ties to a float or pier, or is placed or attempted to be placed
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on a boat trailer. Delivery is also complete if the fish or shellfish
are offloaded from the vessel within state waters.
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