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Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

Emergency Rule Only

Effective date of rule:
Emergency Rules 15-399
] Immediately upon filing.
X Later (specify) 12:01 a.m. October 26, 2015

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule?
[ Yes X No If Yes, explain:

Purpose: Amend recreational salmon fishing rules

Citation of existing rules affected by this order:

Repealed:
Amended: WAC 232-28-620, WAC 220-310-180
Suspended:
Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, and 77.12.047

Other authority :

EMERGENCY RULE

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds:

X That immediate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the preservation of the public health,
safety, or general welfare, and that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to comment upon
adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public interest.

[] That state or federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of federal funds requires immediate
adoption of a rule.

[] Thatin order to implement the requirements or reductions in appropriations enacted in any budget for fiscal year
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, or 2013, which necessitates the need for the immediate adoption, amendment, or repeal
of a rule, and that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to comment upon adoption of a
permanent rule would be contrary to the fiscal needs or requirements of the agency.

Reasons for this finding: (See Attachment)
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ORDER NO. 15-399

NEW SECTION

WAC 232-28-62000T Coastal salmon—saltwater seasons.
Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 232-28-620, effective 12:01 a.m. October 26, 2015,
until further notice, Marine Area 2.2 is closed to salmon fishing.

NEW SECTION

WAC 220-310-18000D Freshwater exceptions to statewide rules—Coastal.
Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 220-310-180, effective 12:01 a.m. October 26, 2015,
until further notice, the following waters are closed to salmon fishing:

(1) Black River (Grays Harbor/Thurston Co.)

(2) Chehalis River Lewis/Cowlitz Co.)

(3) Elk River ( Grays Harbor Co.)

(4) Hoquiam River and all forks (Grays Harbor Co.)
(5 Humptulips River (Grays Harbor Co.)

(6) Johns River (Grays Harbor Co.)

(7) Newaukum River (Lewis Co.)

(8) Satsop River and all forks (Mason/Grays Harbor Co.)
(9) Skookumchuck River (Lewis/Thurston Co.)
(10) Van Winkle Creek (Grays Harbor Co.)

(11) Wishkah River (Grays Harbor Co.)

(12) Wynoochee River (Grays Harbor/Jefferson Co.)



EMERGENCY RULE ONLY
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds:

(x) That immediate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the preservation of the public health, safety, or
general welfare, and that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to comment upon adoption of a permanent
rule would be contrary to the public interest.

() That state or federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of federal funds requires immediate adoption of
arule.

() That in order to implement the requirements or reductions in appropriations enacted in any budget for fiscal years 2009,
2010, 2011, 2012 or 2013, which necessitates the need for the immediate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule, and that
observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to comment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to
the fiscal needs or requirements of the agency.

Reasons for this finding: Department staff examined QIN gillnet catch per landing in area
2A&D through week 42 from 1996 to 2014. A significant relationship existed between coho
catch per landing and Chehalis River Basin total run-size. Based on QIN catch per landing in
2015, the relationship predicted a run-size of 48,317 coho compared to a pre-season forecast of
nearly 149,000.

This preliminary in-season coho update was also plugged into the pre-season planning model to
examine the effect of actual 2015 treaty and non-treaty fisheries on the potential for reaching the
coho escapement goal. Based on a run-size of 48,317 and the planned fishing schedules, the
natural-origin coho escapement was predicted to be 23,472 compared to the goal of 28,506. That
is, the pre-season forecast already predicts that the coho escapement goal will be missed by
nearly 5,000 coho. Because the run-size for 2015 now appears to be far below the pre-season
forecast, there is a reasoned basis for slowing harvest to ensure the overall harvest rate objective
is met and to provide some buffer against a serious under-escapement of coho.

Based on all this information, an in-season closure of the commercial and recreational fisheries is
warranted to help ensure that conservation goals are met. Such an in-season adjustment requires
immediate action and cannot wait for the time required to adopt a permanent rule amendment.
(15-399, 10/23/2015)
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