
AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 01-17-067, filed 8/15/01, effective 
9/15/01)

WAC 232-12-142  Special trapping permit((—Use of body-gripping 
traps)).  For abating wildlife conflict, the applicant shall submit a 
special trapping permit application as provided by the department.

(1) As used in this section, unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise, the following definitions apply:

(a) (("Animal" means any nonhuman vertebrate.
(b) "Animal problem" means any animal that threatens or damages 

timber or private property or threatens or injures livestock or any 
other domestic animal.

(c))) "Body-gripping trap" as defined by RCW 77.15.192 means a 
trap that grips an animal's body or body part. Body-gripping trap in
cludes, but is not limited to, unpadded foot-hold traps, padded foot-
hold traps, Conibear traps, neck snares, and nonstrangling foot 
snares. Cage and box traps, suitcase-type live beaver traps, bal cha
tri traps for falconry, and common rat and mouse traps are not consid
ered body-gripping traps.

(((d))) (b) "Conibear or Conibear-type trap" means any trap of 
various manufacturers having design and operational characteristics 
essentially the same as or like that developed by Frank Conibear and 
designed and set to grip and hold an animal's body across its main ax
is.

(((e))) (c) "In water" means beneath the water surface so that 
the trap is completely submerged.

(((f))) (d) "Nonstrangling-type foot snare" means a cable or wire 
designed and set to encircle and hold an animal's foot or limb. Bal 
chatri traps for falconry are not considered nonstrangling-type foot 
snare traps because they are not designed to ultimately kill the bird 
but rather to ensure the bird's health and safety and cause no harm by 
bal chatri slip nooses which are constructed of monofilament nylon.

(((g) "Padded foot-hold trap" means a trap designed and set to 
grip the foot of an animal, both jaws of which are covered with rubber 
pads having a minimum thickness of one-eighth inch.

(h))) (e) "Special trapping permit" means a ((special trapping)) 
permit issued to a person under the authority of RCW 77.15.194 and the 
provisions of this section to use certain body-gripping traps to abate 
an animal problem for thirty days.

(((i))) (f) "Permittee" means the person to whom a special trap
ping permit is granted.

(((j) "Raw fur" means a pelt that has not been processed for pur
poses of retail sale.))

(2) It is unlawful to trap ((animals)) wildlife using body-grip
ping traps without a special trapping permit issued by the department.

(3) It is unlawful to fail to comply with any conditions of a 
special trapping permit to trap.

(4) ((It is unlawful for any)) Persons issued a special trapping 
permit ((to fail to complete and submit to the department)) must sub
mit a report of ((animals)) wildlife taken ((under the permit. This 
report is due)) to the department within ten days ((of)) after the 
permit expiration date ((of)) as defined on the permit.

(5) It is unlawful to knowingly offer to sell, barter, or other
wise exchange the raw fur or carcass of a mammal that has been trapped 
pursuant to a special trapping permit.
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(6) A person seeking a special trapping permit shall submit a 
complete application to the department. ((The applicant shall provide 
the following information:

(a) Applicant's name, address, and telephone number.
(b) Location(s) of animal problem (physical address or legal de

scription including township, range, and section number).
(c) Description of the animal problem:
(i) Duration of the animal problem.
(ii) Description of the damage or potential damage being caused 

(i.e., crop, timber, property, livestock, or pet animals, etc.).
(iii) Any threat or potential threat to the health and/or safety 

of people.
(d) Species of animal causing the problem and, if known, the num

ber of animals involved.
(e) Description of the measures taken to prevent or alleviate the 

problem or damage.
(f) Explanation of why the measures taken were ineffective to 

abate the problem or why such measures could not reasonably or effec
tively be used to abate the animal problem.

(g) Whether Conibear-type traps in water, padded foot-hold traps 
or nonstrangling-type foot snares will be used.

(h) Species and number of animals to be removed.))
(7) ((For)) To conduct wildlife research, the applicant shall 

((provide the following information:
(a) Applicant's name, address, and telephone number.
(b) Location(s) where wildlife trapping will occur (physical ad

dress or legal description including township, range, and section num
ber).

(c) Whether padded foot-hold traps or nonstrangling-type foot 
snares will be used.

(d) Species and number of animals to be captured.
(e) Research objective or proposal.
(f) A copy of a valid department scientific collection permit.
(8) A completed report of animals taken pursuant to a special 

trapping permit shall include the following information:
(a) Permittee's name, address, and telephone number.
(b) The number of the permit for which the report is being sub

mitted.
(c) The common name of the animal(s) taken, the number of animals 

taken, and the disposition.
(d) For any nontargeted animals taken, the common name of the an

imal, the number of animals, and the disposition.
(9) Successive permits for the same animal problem)) submit a 

scientific collection permit application as provided by the depart
ment.

(8) One permit renewal may be requested by completing the justi
fication and applicant certification on the report of animals taken.

(((10))) (9) The conditions of a special trapping permit shall 
((include:

(a) The term of the permit is thirty days.
(b) Any body-gripping trap authorized under a permit shall be 

checked at least every twenty-four hours.
(c) Each body-gripping trap authorized under a permit shall have 

attached to its chain or to the trap a legible metal tag with either 
the department identification number of the trapper or the name and 
address of the trapper in English letters not less than one-eighth 
inch in height.
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(d) Nontargeted species shall be released unharmed if possible.
(e) Any mammal trapped pursuant to a permit must be lethally dis

patched or released as soon as possible, unless taken for scientific 
research, in which case the animal may be retained alive if so provi
ded in the permit.

(f) The carcass of any mammal)) be determined by the department 
and be annotated on the permit.

(10) All parts of animals taken under a special trapping permit 
must be properly disposed of in a lawful manner. Raw fur may only be 
retained for personal use or education purposes which do not result in 
retail sale or commerce.

(((g))) (11) Any retention of raw fur requires a valid Washington 
state trapper's license.

(12) A copy of the permit shall be in the immediate possession of 
the person authorized to trap pursuant to a permit.

(((11))) (13) A special trapping permit may be denied when, in 
the judgment of the department:

(a) Other appropriate nonlethal methods to abate damage have not 
been utilized;

(b) The alleged animal problem either does not exist or the ex
tent is insufficient to justify lethal removal;

(c) The use of the requested body-gripping trap(s) would result 
in direct or indirect harm to people or domestic animals;

(d) The use of the requested body-gripping trap(s) would conflict 
with federal or state law, local ordinance or department rule((; or)).

(e) The application is ((not complete)) incomplete.
(((12))) (14) A special trapping permit may be revoked ((when, in 

the judgment of)) if the department determines:
(a) Information contained in the application was inaccurate or 

false;
(b) The permittee or person trapping under the permit fails to 

comply with any of the permit conditions; or
(c) The permittee or person trapping under the permit exceeds the 

number of animals authorized.
(((13))) (d) Information becomes available that otherwise would 

have led to the denial of the original application or the inclusion of 
additional conditions in the permit.

(15) If the department denies or revokes a special trapping per
mit ((is denied or revoked,)) the department ((shall)) will provide 
the applicant((, in writing,)) a written notice including a statement 
of the specific reason(s) for the denial or revocation.

(a) The applicant may request an appeal ((in accordance with)) to 
contest the denial or revocation pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW. The 
department must receive an appeal request((s shall be filed)) in writ
ing ((and returned)) within twenty days from the mailing date of the 
notice of denial ((and be addressed to)) or revocation. Address ap
peals to WDFW Legal Services Office, ((600 Capitol Way North)) P.O. 
Box 43137, Olympia, Washington ((98501-1091)) 98504-3137.

(b) A notice contested by written appeal is final when that pro
ceeding ends in a final order pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW, or is 
otherwise dismissed.

(c) If there is no timely request for an appeal, then the depart
ment's denial or revocation of the permit is final and effective on 
the 21st calendar day following the mailing date of the notice of de
nial or revocation.
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