
(c) A person disposing of dead wildlife by burial must place it 
so that every part is covered by at least three feet of soil; at a lo
cation not less than one hundred feet from any well, spring, stream or 
other surface waters; not in a low-lying area subject to seasonal 
flooding; and not in a manner likely to contaminate groundwater.

(d) A person disposing of a dead animal must not bury or compost 
it within the sanitary control area of a public drinking water supply 
source.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-22-056, filed 11/4/13, effective 
12/5/13)

WAC 232-36-060  ((Director or his/her designee is empowered to 
grant wildlife control operator certifications.)) Certification of 
wildlife control operators.  For purposes of training individuals to 
assist landowners with employing nonlethal management techniques, or 
to harass, kill, trap, release, ((and dispatch animals)) wildlife that 
((are)) is causing damage to private property, the director or his/her 
designee may ((issue)) certify wildlife control operators (WCOs) 
((certifications)).

(1) To ((qualify)) be eligible to apply for WCO certification, 
applicants must:

(a) Be at least eighteen years of age;
(b) Must pass the Washington state trapper education exam and 

possess a minimum of two years experience that demonstrates the knowl
edge and ability to control wildlife species causing conflict or prop
erty damage. Applicants may document the two-year experience require
ment by possessing a trapper's license for two years, providing a let
ter of recommendation from a currently certified WCO or trapper, pro
viding evidence being employed in the wildlife abatement field for two 
years, providing a written statement verifying they are currently 
working with a certified WCO, or other method as identified by the de
partment;

(c) Take and ((complete)) pass the department's approved WCO ba
sic certification((s)) course(s);

(((c) Be certified by the department and have the equipment, 
knowledge, and ability to control the wildlife species causing con
flict or property damage;))

(d) Be legally eligible to possess a firearm and without a felony 
or domestic violence conviction including, but not limited to, convic
tions under chapter 9.41 RCW, unless firearm possession rights have 
been restored;

(e) Not have ((a gross)) any infractions, misdemeanors or fish 
and wildlife conviction within the last five years; and

(f) Pay the enrollment fee for each certification training/educa
tion (RCW 77.12.184). ((After July 1, 2010,)) This fee shall be fifty 
dollars (((RCW 77.12.184))) per certification.

(2) ((Once a person is granted)) The department may grant a WCO 
certification if the applicant meets the criteria for eligibility in 
subsection (1) of this section and passes the basic certification 
courses.

(3) If the department grants WCO certification, ((he or she)) the 
WCO must apply for a permit ((pursuant to WAC 232-36-065 in order to 
harass, kill, trap, release, or dispatch animals)) to lawfully engage 
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in harassing, killing, trapping, releasing, or dispatching wildlife 
causing damage to private property.

(4) WCO certification is valid for three years.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-13-182, filed 6/23/10, effective 
7/24/10)

WAC 232-36-065  ((Director or his/her designee is empowered to 
issue)) Use of wildlife control operators ((permits)) to address wild
life interactions.  The director or director's designee may issue per
mits to persons that fulfill the requirements to become a certified 
wildlife control operator (WCO) for purposes of assisting property 
owners in managing animals causing damage to private property((, the 
director or his/her designee may issue permits to wildlife control op
erators (WCOs). Only WCOs who are certified by the department)). Only 
persons meeting the WCO certification requirements qualify for such a 
permit.

(1) ((If the certification for a WCO included training for the 
use of live traps, the WCO may use live traps)) Certified WCOs may use 
nonbody-gripping traps or body-gripping traps with a special trapping 
permit, outside of designated harvest season to capture ((any animal)) 
wildlife causing damage or creating an animal problem, as ((that term 
is)) defined in RCW 77.15.192.

(2) ((Depending on a WCO's certification training, he or she may 
use body gripping traps, but only if he or she complies with RCW 
77.15.194.

(3))) WCOs with a valid trapping license may retain raw fur of 
wildlife taken using a special trapping permit, for personal use or 
educational purposes that does not result in retail sale or commerce. 
The carcass must be disposed of in a lawful manner according to WAC 
232-36-055.

(3) WCOs who trap wildlife under the authority of a department 
permit may not release wildlife outside of the property boundary where 
they were captured without a permit from the department or dispose of 
such wildlife without the consent of the property owner where ((the)) 
wildlife is to be ((released or)) disposed.

(4) It is unlawful to trap, harass, or otherwise control wildlife 
on the property of another for a fee without a WCO certification.

(5) WCOs must submit a complete annual report of all control ac
tivity ((on the form supplied)) as directed by the department. ((The 
report must be received or postmarked on or before the twentieth day 
of April each year.)) Failure to submit a report may result in ((the 
department revoking)) revocation of the WCO's certification ((and)) or 
permits and ((suspending the person's right to)) denial of future cer
tifications ((and)) or permits.

(((5))) (6) The department may develop additional conditions and 
procedures to include training requirements for WCOs consistent with 
this rule.

(7) WCO certification and associated permits will be revoked and 
future certification and permits may be denied by the director or 
((issuing authority when, in the judgment of)) director's designee if 
the department determines:

(a) Information contained in a WCO's application was inaccurate 
or false;
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