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Tri-State Steelheaders Fisheries Enhancement Group

Project Partners include: Fisheries Restoration and Irrigation
Mitigation Program — USFWS, Lower Snake River Compensa-
tion Program — USFWS, Columbia County, City of Dayton,
Snake River Salmon Recovery Office, Salmon Recovery Fund-
ing Board, Bonneville Power Administration, Washington State
Dept. of Ecology, Hearn Ditch Irrigation District, Confederated
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, Tri-State Steelhead-
ers, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Columbia
Conservation District

Wetland Mitigation

This year Tri-State Steelheaders achieved a great feat by form-
ing a partnership with Washington Department of Transportation
to complete mitigation requirements as set forth by Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife, US Army Corps of Engineers,
and Washington State Department of Ecology for recent highway
modifications through existing local wetlands. Tri-State Steel-
headers, along with a local team of experts, helped to identify
sites where this work could be done to achieve the maximum
habitat benefit. The sites were ranked and WSDOT presented
them in their Conceptual Mitigation Plan for final ranking. The
first project has been selected and will fulfill the mitigation re-
quirements. The land at the site is currently used as farm land.
The project will entail restoring three acres of historical wetland
and 14 acres of upland habitat that serves as a buffer to the
wetland. The entire project will then be placed in a conservation
easement. Other sites have been identified and all remaining
funding will go towards the restoration of wetlands.

Flow Monitoring
Continuing with efforts started in 2002, Tri-State Steelheaders
provides assistance and on-the-ground support for the Washing-

ton Department of Ecology’s stream gauging network in WRIA
32.

Tri-State Steelheaders technicians visit 16 stations weekly to
take measurements and provide maintenance. These monitoring
efforts provide data used for Watershed Planning and HCP plan-
ning efforts. Stream gauge data are available for public viewing
at Ecology’s website, https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/wrx/wrx/flows/
regions/state.asp.
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PROJECT EXPENDITURES

|Project RFEG Funds Vc;_:t;::ier \Volunteer Dollars| Other Funds Total Spent
Administration 11,815.01 82.50 3,495.00 0.00 15,310.01
ALEA Kids Education Program 0.00 252.50 3,787.50 4,774.40 8,561.90
Community Outreach & Education 10,745.06 1,811.50 27,172.50 1,987.29 39,904.85
Creating Urban Riparian Buffers 68.77 71.00 1,065.00 33,028.34 34,162.11
Pataha Creek Bridge 729.07 0.00 0.00 972.77 1,701.84
Doan Creek Restoration 2,024.44 0.00 0.00 68,549.00 70,573.44
Enhanced Flow Monitoring 0.00 0.00 0.00 22,434.73 22,434.73
[Mill Creek Fish Passage Barrier Assessment| 4,559.99 0.00 0.00 23,412.58 27,972.57
NF Coppei Conservation Easement 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,756.39 1,756.39
Project Development & Management 63,497.43 0.00 0.00 492.32 63,989.75
Russell Creek 88.00 60.75 911.25 0.00 999.25
[Touchet Cosolidation 10,000.00 0.00 0.00 1,535,000.00 1,545,000.00
Training 1,056.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,056.00
WA State Dept. of Transportation 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,001.32 3,001.32
0

Totals $104,583.77 2278.25 $36,431.25 $1,695,409.14 | $1,836,424.16
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OFFICERS

President: Larry Zalaznik, Vice-President, Banner Bank

Vice President: John Cole, Ph. D., Professor, Walla Walla University

Treasurer: Mike Loney, Retired

Secretary: Mike Denny, CREP Coordinator, Walla Walla County Conservation District

MEMBERS

Steve Brown, Owner, Steve’s Hallmark

Bob Carson, Ph.D, Professor, Whitman College

Kevin Crum, R.A., Architect, US Army Corps of Engineers
Rick Jones, Director, Walla Walla County Conservation District
Matt Mahan, Herring Groseclose Funeral Home

STAFF

Nichole Curet, Executive Director

Brian Burns, Project Manager

Steve Gwinn, Outreach Coordinator

Cheryl Cockerline, Secretary

Thomas Ewing, Flow Monitoring Technician
Tara Patten, Habitat Restoration Technician

Tri-State Steelheaders project partners July 1, 2007 — June 30, 2008: Asotin High School, Berney Elementary School, Burbank
High School, Clarkston High School, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, Cooperative Trout Enhancement
Program, DeSales Catholic High School, Farm Service Agency, Garrison Middle School, Hook N’ More Sports, National Marine Fish-
eries Service, National Park Service, National Resource Conservation Service, Opportunity Program, Palouse Community School,
Pepsi-Cola of Walla Walla, Royse Hydroseeding, Sportsman’s Warehouse of Kennewick, Touchet Elementary School, Touchet High
School, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, Waitsburg Elementary School, Walla
Walla Basin Watershed Council, Walla Walla Community College, Walla Walla County Watershed Planning, Walla Walla University,
Walla Walla Watershed Alliance, Walla Walla County Conservation District, Walla Walla High School, Walla Walla YMCA, Wal-Mart,
Washington Department of Ecology, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board,
Whitman College, and many additional local and regional businesses that supported the Tri-State Steelheaders’ projects.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Tri-State Steelheaders, RFEG

216 N. Roosevelt

P.O. Box 1375

Walla Walla, WA 99362

Phone (509) 529-3543

Fax (509) 529-3543

E-mail: tssfish@charterinternet.com
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MISSION STATEMENT

The Upper Columbia Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group
(Upper Columbia RFEG) works with willing landowners to pro-
tect good habitat and to facilitate and implement fish restoration
projects. UCG also informs the public through education, train-
ing, and public information to improve the health of our region’s
environment, increase fish populations, promote a more sustain-
able and environmentally sound regional economy, and minimize
community conflicts over natural resource management.

OVERVIEW

As a non-profit community based salmon recovery organization,
the Upper Columbia Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group
provides funding, guidance, technical assistance and ongoing
support for fisheries habitat restoration and enhancement. The
UCRFEG is an independent 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in-
corporated since 2000 which covers RFEG area #14 (Okanogan,
Douglas, Chelan and Ferry Counties), and includes nine WRIA
regions (numbers 44 through 52). The UCRFEG Strategic Plan
developed by our Board guides all our fisheries programming
and projects, and includes the following categories: Regional
Economic Development, Landowners, Agencies, Volunteers,
Members, Restoration Projects, Facilitation, Public Informa-
tion, Education, Accountability, Improving Social Climate, and
Strategic Plan Implementation. UCRFEG’s major programmatic
and project areas, further described below, include landowner
networking, education and outreach, projects, and partnership
development.

i

owits LB 1

Antoine Creek, undersized culvert

UCRFEG’s landowner networking occurs through regular
contact with residents and businesses throughout Okanogan,
Douglas, Chelan and Ferry Counties. Without this, UCRFEG
would not be able to develop or implement any initiatives due to
public opinion in the region about salmon recovery. One of the
many mechanisms for working with landowners is that UCRFEG
has developed its “Landowner Watershed Committee” Program,
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Upper-Columbia River Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group

which provides support and facilitation for smaller, semi-formal
groups of landowners interested in their respective tributaries,
and involves multi-purpose watershed planning and a variety of
processes as selected by the landowners. UCRFEG has also
developed an Interdisciplinary Science Team made of various
government agency representatives to support both UCRFEG
projects and advise landowner committees and their processes.

UCRFEG’s education and outreach occurs through our events,
programs and other opportunities as they arise. Examples of
some of our education and outreach venues include community
events such as garbage cleanups and creek awareness nights,
interpretive signage and trail plans, county fairs, plus other op-
portunities arising from our Landowner Watershed Committee
program.

UCRFEG undertakes a wide variety of projects because land-
owner opinion in this region demands flexibility in approach. To
date UCRFEG projects have included in-stream and riparian
planting and fencing, biological and engineering assessments,
employment of alternative stock-watering techniques, irrigation
water source replacements, economic development of fisheries
eco-tourism, watershed planning, school and community group
projects, and more. Initially many of our field-only projects are
used as a starting point for broader education and outreach,
and vice versa. UCRFEG education and outreach programs
opportunistically capitalize on various projects, but we are
currently developing standard volunteer monitoring and assess-
ment program projects. UCRFEG does not undertake carcass
replacement as many areas of our regions have had stocks cut
off by downstream dams. Hatchery programs are run by the
Colville Confederated Tribes and other agencies who have their
own nutrification programs.

UCRFEG has engaged in partnership development with a large
number of both government and non-government organizations
(too many to list by name) in the course of delivering its programs
and projects. UCRFEG works with city, county, state, federal,
and tribal governments, whose roles range by project to include:
project partners, funding source, scientific advice, field support,
inter-coordination of parallel initiatives, and more. In addition
to government organizations, strong key partnerships have
been made with trails, land conservancy, water rights, economic
development, and other types of non-profit organizations. UCR-
FEG makes many presentations to other groups, examples of
which are Okanogan Conservation District, Kiwanis, Cattleman’s
Associations, County Commissioners, Chambers of Commerce,
Economic Alliance, and Tourism Councils.

We participate in the Salmon Recovery Funding Board processes
in the Okanogan County/Colville Confederated Tribe lead entity.
The UCRFEG participates in the technical review, citizen project
ranking and strategy development.

In addition to paid staff time, the above progress has been made
due to the efforts of our volunteer Board and others, who have
contributed 171 hours of volunteer time.
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

Respect the River — Chiwawa River

Respect the Riveris a multi-faceted restoration program designed
to balance the need for preserving riparian function (and endan-
gered species) with the recreational needs of people. It works on
the premise that restoration, combined with education, leads to
success. Ten years of program development and the restoration
of more than 500 acres of riparian habitat have earned Respect
the River regional and national recognition. Through Respect
the River, we are learning how to enhance outdoor opportuni-
ties for people and maintain excellent fish and wildlife habitat.
UCRFEG and the US Forest Service have worked together on
the Chiwawa River project.

New bottomless aluminum box culvert on Antoine Creek.

The Chiwawa River site is a popular recreation area on land
managed by the Okanogan and Wenatchee National Forests.
As such, it contributes economically to the tourist industry of the
local community. Identified as a Key Watershed in the Northwest
Forest Plan, the Chiwawa River is critical to the conservation
of several fish listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
The River also provides cool, clean water to the Wenatchee
River and the Columbia River system downstream from the
Grand Coulee Dam. There are 14 developed campgrounds and
several dispersed sites along the Chiwawa. The River suffers
from common problems of overuse including:

e Increased bank erosion and sediment delivery due to
user built roads and trails

e Decreased floodplain function due to loss of vegetation
and soil compaction

e Loss of large woody debris in the floodplain

o Disturbance to redds and spawning fish through recre-
ational dams and, in some cases, illegal harvest of ESA
protected fish

e Presence of garbage and uncovered human waste

Regional Fisheries Enhancement Program

Annual Report: July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008

Using Respect the River, we have addressed these problems
through stewardship, surveys, restoration, and partnerships.
Knowing that restoration will neither be successful nor sustain-
able without understanding and acceptance by the recreating
public, we incorporate contact rangers and interpretive signing
into each of our project areas.

Our goals are to:

o Restore fish and riparian habitats that have been de-
graded by heavy recreational use

e Educate the public about habitat, and about ongoing
restoration projects

e Create a program that is easily adaptable to all open
lands

e Create community partnerships

During the 2006 field season, we completed Phase | of the
project, restoring campgrounds at three sites to enhance fish
and riparian habitat while retaining recreational activities. Dur-
ing 2007, we moved to Phase Il, working at the Phelps Creek
Campgrounds. Specifically, we relocated two campsites away
from the river; constructed buck and pole fences along the river
to facilitate vegetative recovery; built one common access trail to
the river and rehabilitated excessive trails; de-compacted soils
in riparian areas to facilitate floodplain revegetation; replanted
riparian areas with native shrubs, trees, and forbs; confined
parking to graveled parking spurs; closed and rehabilitated ad-
ditional parking spurs by de-compacting soils and planting native
vegetation; surfaced access roads and parking spurs with gravel;
used boulders to delineate parking; and used Respect the River
Contact Rangers to help campers and visitors understand the
importance of riparian areas, recognize redds, and realize that
their camping practices can move a site toward recovery. The
project has, and will maintain public access to an outstanding
example of habitat used by listed spring Chinook salmon, bull
trout, and steelhead in the inland Pacific Northwest

Oroville Elementary School — Classroom Education

This year the UCRFEG partnered with the Oroville Elementary
School and worked with a 5" grade class to provide fisheries
education in the classroom, as well as support fisheries education
field trips. Funding was provided to OES to assist with transporta-
tion costs associated with visiting a local dam and picking up the
fish eggs that are used in the classroom. The students grow fish
in the classroom, observe their growth, and then release the fish
into the wild. This partnership and program provide education
and outreach that might not otherwise we obtained.

Colville Confederated Tribes — Wanacut Creek

This year the UCRFEG partnered with the Colville Confederated
Tribes (CCT) to hire a watershed coordinator. This project sup-
ported a part-time watershed coordinator who was advocating
and educating the tribal public about the importance of main-
taining a healthy watershed for steelhead production, juvenile
rearing and smolt out-migration. The Wanacut Creek watershed
coordinator was able to contact local businesses such as the
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Colville Tribes Precision Pine Mill, local communities such as the
HUD development that straddles Wanacut Creek, and local agen-
cies such as the Colville Tribes TANF (Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families) program to get volunteers to commit resources
to improving the fishery habitats of Wanacut Creek. Anadromous
fish have always been limited to the lower 1.2 miles due to the
presence of a natural falls. Steelhead habitat below the falls ex-
ists when sufficient discharge provides adequate access to the
creek from the Okanogan River. Resident rainbow trout occupy
habitats upstream of the falls. Perennial flows below the falls
provide conducive habitats for salmonid production. Volunteer
projects are being lined up for 2008.

- REGION 14 -
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Colville Confederated Tribes — Antoine Creek

The UCRFEG was able to partner with the Colville Confederated
Tribes (CCT) to work on a culvert replacement project on Antoine
Creek, near Tonasket, WA. The existing culvert on this project
was made of 36 inch diameter corrugated metal pipe. There was
evidence of nearly annual spring flood washouts of the farm road
grade and culvert at the site. The flood debris was clearly depos-
ited well above the lowered road crossing where flood flows have
overwhelmed the culvert capacity and overflowed the roadway.
After a review of various project alternatives, it was decided to
install a bottomless aluminum box culvert to replace the existing
undersized culvert. Field work was initiated on December 19,
2007 and the project was completed on January 2, 2008.

Wanacut Creek prior to any volunteer projects.
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Project Name RFEG Volunteer | Volunteer Other Total
Funds Hours Dollars** Funds
Admin & office expenses $63,429 105 $1575 - $65,004
Partnerships & Project Development $39,755 - - - $39,755
Habitat Projects Assessment, Restoration & Monitoring * $1,594 66 $990 $84,459* $87,043*
Education & Outreach $8,926 - - - $8,926
Training, Travel & Conferences $2,092 - - - $2,092
TOTAL $115,796 171 $2,565 $84,459 $202,820

* indicates totals are subject to change as they are the best estimates for project end totals at time of report writing, as project

carries on until next fiscal.
** (unskilled @ $15.00 / hr, professional @ ESD rates)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jerry Kezdrick, Software Developer
Bill Colyar, Operations Director, SES Americom Earth Station
Marcus Bertrand, Retired Mayor

STAFF MEMBERS

Daphne Booker, Program Manger
Andrea Field, Administrative Assistant

CONTACT INFORMATION

Upper Columbia Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group
Phone: 509 476 3444

Fax: 509 476 2883

Email: info@ucrfeg.org

Mail: PO Box 932, Oroville, WA 98844

Physical Address: 814 Central Ave #4, Oroville, WA 98844
Website: www.ucrfeg.org
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600 Capitol Way N
Olympia, WA 98501-1091
Phone: (360) 902-2200
http://wdfw.wa.gov/volunter/index.htm






