Wildlife Program
Week ofOctober20-26, 2014

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Management

Colville District Deer Hunter Check Stations: Along with Hunter Education Instructor
Volunteers, district biologists Dafgase and Annemarie Prince carried out the second & third of
five check station days for this season on Saturday, OctoBertBSunday, October 19

Check stations were run at both Chattaroy and Deer Park alongside Highways 2 and 395
respectively. Dea Park had 56 hunters with 15 deer on Saturday, Octobeari899 hunters

with 26 deer on Sunday, October 19t@ur numlers were higher than last ydar Sunday, but

not for Saturday. Meanwhile, Chattaroy got 39 and 85 hunters with 6 and 12 destufoia$

and Sunday respectivelyDther game checked includedemoose and some waterfowl (Canada
geese). Hunters were friendly & upbeat, and our seasoned crew of volunteers performed
admirably.

Wildlife Areas

WT Wooten Wildlife Area 7 Elk Fence: Asst. Wildlife Area Manager Dingman and Natural
Resources Worker Christian checked the elk
few small holes were found in the fence and repaired, but overall the fence was in good shape
this year.

Someone had propped open the enay NRW?2 Chrigian headed downhe elk
gate in the elk fence on the ridge before th  fence into Tumalum Creek
fence drops into Tumalum Creek

e



GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Southeast Washington Pheasant ReleasBiologist Lewis worked with volunteers to complete

the Whitman County pheasant releases. Volunteers from WSU assisted with the releases. Lewis
also met with hunterd aeleasesites and answered questioBslogist Earl and Natural

Resource Worker Wade conducted a pheasant reledse aites throughout Garfield and

Asotin Counties.

WSU Wildlife students ssisting with pheasant releases

Pheasants released iAsotin County

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY
ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY
CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN OVERALL
HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER
HIGH -QUALITY CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Northeast Washington Livestock Depredation:
Conflict SpecialistShepherd and Natural
Resource Worker Weatherman investigated a live adult cow at a ranch where the cow had been
brought to recover from a suspected wolf attack.

Spokane Neighborhood MooseBiologists Atamian, Lowe, Oyster, Merg, Conflict Specialist
Bennet, Veterinarian Mansfield, Officer Beauchene, and Sergeant Sprecher teamed up to
capture and move a cow moose and her two calves that had taken up residence in a Spokane



Valley neighborhood. The moose were released north of Spokamnas evident that nre
education is needed in this area regarding feeding and appropriate behavior around moose.

Cowand two calf moose in front yard Oyster, Atamian, Mansfield, and
Beauchene removing a dart from the cow
moose

Wildlife Areas

KFES Nature Walk: Classes from the
Kettle Falls Elementary School are
visiting the Sherman Creek WLA this fall
for nature walks along the lowland trail
system. Last week the @ graders made
the six mile trek from the SCWA
headquarters to the National Park

Ser vi c e ove CarmpgaogndTdis
week the 3 graders made the same trek
in the pouring rain.

KFES 4" graders walking thetrail near

Lake Roosevelt Photo by & grade teacher
Sally James

REGION 2

Okanogan Wolves:Specialist Heilheckerlong with OfficerTreser and Biologist Heinlgn

investigated a wolf sighting southeast of TonasHéte reporting partyRP)stated he had a trail

camera photo of a wolfLast month his family reported seeing a large black animal, twice the

size of their German shepherdiw h Ahuge, bl ack pointy earso an
Heilheckerto put up their trail cameraBy the time Specialist Heilhecker, Biologist Heinlen



and Officer Treser arrived on scene, the repo

this particular photaogaph was t heir neighborés dog.

Specialist Heilheckerlong with Officer Treser and Biologist Heinlenvestigated a dead calf

near Conconully.The livestock owner stated the cows were moved into the pasture on Saturday
(10-18) at 1.@pm. The landowner found the calf skeleton on Sundayl@)at 11:00am while

riding horses on her propertWhen the remains were examined for this investigation on

Monday morning (1€20), the RP stated it was in the same condition as when it wasdaund
Sunday morning.The livestock owner insists the calf could only have been dead for 12 hours;
however, there were not enough remains to determine cause of déatill site was

found. Fresh deer and coyote tracks and scat were found.

GOAL 1: CONERVE AND PROTECT NATVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Management

Rabbit Trapping: This month we have been continuing our efforts to reduce the numbers of
rabbits in the breeding enclosures.

Oct. 15 We trapped at the Dormaienclosure.Despite rainy cool weather we were able to
capture 22 rabbitsOnly tenof these rabbits contained pit tagieTothetwelvewere new
rabbits. All but two rabbits were released tioe wild on Sagebrush Flats (SBFJhere were 38
tagged rabits in the enclosure before the release, leaving 26 kmalbits. Given the history of
a large portion of rabbits eluding captuités number is still higher than we would like so we
will be going back out one more time to toreduce the population the enclosure to a
manageable number.

Oct. 23-24: We trapped at the larger of the two enclosures at SBker thetwo day period we
trapped 52 rabbitsOf the rabbits capture@1 were new and 32 were recapturé.the 32

recaps21 of them were mviously tagged All but one rabbitwhich escaped back into the
enclosurewere released bacdhkto thewild on SBF. There were 55 known rabbits in the

enclosure prior to trappinthus we still have 34 knawrabbits. This number is still higher than

we would like to have going into winter, but time and weather may not allow for further trapping
efforts.

We continue to trap opportunistically at the smaller enclosure at BBFare attempting to
remove all abbits and rehab the vegetation in this encloswe.believe we are down five or
six rabbits.

We were assisted in trapping efforts by a great group of pe&plite Remine (Woodland Park
Z00); Sarah Wilkinson (Army Corps Natural Resource SpeciaBit)Green (Volunteer of the
Year); Ashlee Mikkelsen; Hana Butler and the staff, students, and Interns participating in the
Building Blocks for Career Readiness program out of Wenateimekfinally, WDFW staff
BiologistsGallie, Comstock, Cotton, and Ouvuvuei. We ould not do it without all the

help! | apologize foranyone | may have missed.



Burrowing Owl: Biologist O. Duvuvuei and Finger began preparing materials for construction

of the burrowing owl artificial burrowsAdditionally, Duvuvuei ad JimWiersma of the Bureau

of Reclamation toured potential sites to place the artificial burrows along the East Low

Canal. Duvuvuei and Wiersma discussed the logistics of getting the installation equipment to the
selected sites along the candiologist O. Duvuvuei worked with Master Hunter Paul Logman

to construct artificial nestg burrows for burrowing owlS hese artificial burrows will be placed

in Grant and Adams counties to supplement natural burrows in the area.

Northern Leopard Frogs: Biologist E. Duvuvuei continuetb make progress with determining

the scope and direction of NLF sample processing and the population viability anahsite

clips collected in 2004 (and possibly 2005) are in Olympia, and may be used as part of the
populationanalysis; howevethe data sheets associated with the toe tips were not found with the
samples. E. Duvuvuei located the original data sheets from the 2004 and 2005 NLF surveys and
entered the data. It is often entariiag to look over past recordBiologist Wisniewskhad this

to sayabout a NLF:i d i d n & tvell,d @éid tleem it jumped out of the hand banked off my

f o r e hBeokgist EO Duvuvuei finished a draft of the NLF species fact sheet, and threats and
recovery actions for the State Wilel Action Plan (SWAP) revisin. Biologists Finger,

Wisniewskj and O. Duvuvuei assisted with identifying finee greatest threats to NLF for the
SWAP revision. WSU is finalizing a pricing proposal for the NLF genetic sample procesding an
population viabity analysis. t appears that this proposal will work within our budget and time
constraints.

Wildlife Areas

Supplemental Feed RouteAssistant Manager Bechtotwordinated with project partners to
schedule the seeding of 212 acres to a native grass commiuhnéyseeding is a part of the

dense nesting cover project, in which former agricultural and CRP fields are to be restored to an
early successional state.

Assistant Manager Bechtold coordinated with Partney Construction Inc. and the WDFW fiscal
office regarding a contract for wetland enhancements in the Gloyd SeepSitsitonditions on

the Spud Field were investigated and proved to be insurmountdb&e@mesent time, thus

delaying the project until next springhe contract is to be amended, allowing additional time

for the delayas well as adding the additional task of installing bank stabilization materials in the
Road 19 area of the Gloyd Seepstu

Chelan Butte Fields Restoration:Natural Resource Technicians Brad Zabreznik and Kevin
Vallance sprayed morning glory in fields being prepared for native seeding this fall and next
year. Brad and Kevin were able to spray nine fields on Chelan, Battibng over 200 acres.
Morning glory is a very tough deep rooted perennial that requires multiple years of control with
specialized and very expensive herbicides. However, if done correctigsilies are well worth
theeffort.



Healthy morning glory(left) and herbicide treated mornig glory (right) on Chelan Butte

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Game Check Station:Biologists Fitkin and Heinlenan the Winthrop Deer Check Station

during both weekends of the general modern firearm sed@espite the slow start opening

weekend, the final check station numbers indicate hunters enjoyed a pretty good general season
in District 6. All told we checled 249 Okanogan County hunters with 63 ddéris suggests
participation was very similar to
last year and the 25% success rape
is above the five year average
addition, over 1/3 of the harvesteq
bucks were> 4 ¥z years old.

Does the wife know? Phob by
Scott Fitkin

Artesian/Black Lakes: Biologists
Finger, Duvuvuei, and Waterfow! g
Specialist Wilson toured the '
Artesian/Black Lake project site tq
get Wilson and Duvuvuei up to
speed on the current status and
future plans for this project sitdf
feasble, this project site would create approximately 150 acresaufyztion habitat for
waterfowl andquality shorebird habitat, and likely fair to good quality waterfowl hunting

opportunitywithin the historic vernal pool wetland#t.is currently beingea | uat ed whet her

feasible to pipe water to thsste from East Low Canal.



Artesian (foreground) and Black Lakes
(background) wetland projectCurrently in

feasibility and esign stage$ Photo by R.
Finger

Private Lands/Access

Hunter Access:Biologist Dougherty spent a
great deal of time working on the Columbia
Basin Cropland Hunting Initiative access
areas.These areas wibeready for hunters
soon, by Thanksgiving week! The areas will
provide quality opportunities for waterfowl
— - - hunting inharvest crop fields, primarily corn,
and allow for hunting in areas that are typically reserved for commercially guided hunting.

Bi ol ogi st Dougherty wor ked wiHanhby Wnttenvat e | ando
Permissiod@ Hunt er Ac c ederstocBntinugprogiding thd increased enforcement

aspect of the hunter access agreement, Biologists Dougherty and Comstock worked with WDFW

Law Enforcement Officers during the opening weekend of Modern Firearms General Deer

Season. The primary role wasdbserve and report instances of trespassing, poacimdgther

hunting violations in order to provide peace of mind to husateess cooperatoralthough

there wasnét an opportunity for Biologist Dou
mary di fferent topics with several | andowners
including, but not limited to: bears, wolves, wheat, lack of rain, rude hunters, too much traffic,

the AWestsiders, o etc.

Biologist Comstock spent opening weekend of deer season for modern firearm monitoring
private lands in higluse areas and ensuring hunters were complying with the posted hunting
access signs. On opening dByologist Comstock assisted a landowmdro reported two

vehicles that were trespass hunting on their property. Biologist Comstock made contact with a
member of the trespassing party who informed her that they had killed two deer on the property.
Law enforcement was contacted and Officer Smétime to the scene.

Private Lands Signage Photos by Eric BraatehVDFW



Biologist Comstock continues to answer many hunter questions by phone and email.

Private Lands Biologist Braaten spent the last few weeks posting Hunter Access in north Grant
County and meeting with private landownd?svate Lands Biologist Braaten spent time on
contracts and ArcGIS mapping for new or renewal hunting access contracts with acreage
changes.

Glenn Williams Access:Access staff completed repairs on the heavily used Glenn Williams
boat launch on Potholé€&eservoir. Ballast rock was placed to fill in the voids below, in between
and alongside the plap&nd concrete was poured to patch together broken plank. The work that
was done is only a band aiddawill keep the launch operable, butt irdsgrious nee of

replacement.

Ramp before and after

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

Ecology of the Okanogari Okanogan High School:Manager Haug met with Okanogan High
School 6s advanced biology teacher Kathl een
Cook at Driscoll Island as part of their Ecology of the Okanogan class (see fiietow).

Manager Haug discussed the history of the island and current management of the island. The
group later collected invertebrates from the Similikameen River andcateatety of

measurements to determine water quality. Manager Haug later spibleestudents regarding
careers in the natural resource sciences and fielded questions related to being manager of the
wildlife area.



Abovei St udent s from Okanog
OEcol ogy of the Okanogan

Similkameen RiverDriscoll Island Wildlife Areai
Photo by Justin Haug

Methow Riveri Photo by Scott Fitkin

Bighorn rams nea the Sinlahekin Wildlife Areai
Photo by Justin Haug

REGION 3

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE
FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Areas

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Manager Bjornstrom

met with RPM McCorquodale to discuss Duck

Stamp funding strategies for the upcoming

application periogthen met with Tina Bleweit

DU, RPM McCorquodale, District Biologist

Gregory, State Waterfowl Biologist Vgibn, and

AM6s Sak and Buser to discu
NAWCA updates, and other waterfowl related topics.




Wildlife Management

Pronghorn: Biologist Gregory attended a Pronghorn coordination meeting with several

members of Safari Club Internationhiplogists from the Yakama NatipWDFW Section

Manager Harris, and RWPM McCorquodalehe group discussed the current status and

location of the 99 pronghorn released in 2011 as well as future releases planned by the Yakama
Nation.

NAWCA: Ducks Unlimitel Biologist Blewett paid a visit to the Pasco District Office to meet
with RPM McCorquodale, Waterfowl Specialist Wilson, and Biologists Gregory, Bjornstrom,
Buser and Sak.Blewett gave the group an update on the NAWCA grant preparation that has
stalleddue to a lack of dollars that can be used as matching farise was also discussion of
potential projects for Migratory Bird Stamp proposals that will be due in January.

Deer: Biologist Gregory spoke with a hunter who harvested a sick deer near i&al$bie
reported that the 3x2 buck was very malnourished and had diaffhe&utcher who processed
the meat had deemed it to be inedibléis deer matched the description of a deer reported by
another individual in the Kahlotus area several weeks Hg® not known if these reports
reference the same animal.

Private lands Biologist Stutzman met with a landowner in Yakima County to talk about a
potential Sage Grouse Initiative project. Stutzman and the owner toured ground that borders the
south si@ of the Yakima Training Center and has had grouse fairly recently. Along with large
tracks of sage brush hillsides and canyons, the property has some dormant wheat fields that are
good candidates for restoration, and most importantly, a willing landowner.

Bighorn Sheep:Biologist Moore contacted and sent disease sampling supplies to all the Selah
Butte permit holders. All permit holders seemed very cooperative to assist in our testing.

Biologist Moore attended an internal meeting for bighorn sheepgeanied by Rich Harris.
The meeting focused on del i ne adamanglongtermh popul
population objectives, as wels overall population density.

Wolf Activities

Wolf locations were monitored this weekafa indicates thahe wolves have ventured north
into or adjacent to Wilderness Areas, simitattie pattern from last yeaHowever, o data has
been seen for the pakreedays.

Sheep are still located near Cle Elum Ridge, the RAG box is in place, and fladry has been
located between potential wolf access areas tohtbepsgrazing and bedding areas.



GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman completed prep work for a volunteer project with
rock climbers who are going to complete repairs to the accessritag Royal

Columns. Huffman used old posts and sections of rebar to secure along the lower edge of the
trail whereerosion occurredOver the weekendiolunteers filled in and stabilized the eroded
section. This will improve the habitat and safety for climbers accessing the area.

Volunteers working on Royal Columns
climbing trail.

Assistant Manager Berywith a geat
deal of assistance from NRT Kass, signe
the safety zone for the modern fireagetk
season around the Oak Creek
Headquarters.

Assistant Manager Berry had many hunt
contacts athegeneral season opener
approachedAssistant Manager Berry
coordinatel with WEC volunteers who
were operating the hunter info station.

Wildlife Management

Biologist Stutzman continues to work on the corn stubble retention project for public waterfowl
hunting and contacted two more producers with corn fields this wedk.aBointerested in the
program ad hopefully will commit soon.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGCONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand spent two days delivering DPP permits in the Kahlotus area for
deer damageConsiderable time was spent meeting with landowners to educate them on the new
damage tag requirement and permit forralf of the landowners etacted were supportive of

the new changes to the damage permit program, while the other half do not like the additional fee
asseiated with the new damage tag.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand continued assisa landowner in the Plymouth aredh
redudng the damage to a young block of fruit trees from dé€xme escorted hunt occurred with



a disabled hunter who had a special antlerless permit fortheldmed. or t unat el y t he
shot missed and the deer left the area. One nighttime hazingvedforalso conducted.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand coordinated with several landowners in the Black Rock and
Corral Canyon elk areas on elk activity for planning and scheduling elk hunting opportunities.

The director of the Washington State Horse Park, a private facility near Easton, called to inquire
about wildlife fencing.Conflict Specialist Wetzel provided her with examples and purchasing
information for fladry to use in a special application.

GOAL 4 BUILD AN EFFECTIVE A ND EFFICIENT ORGANIZ ATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKBRCE, IMPROVING BUSNESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Colockum Wildlife Area: Colockumstaff spent much of the week evaluating and falling hazard
trees lining green dabads after the ColockuharpsFire. A contractor from Roslyn was hired

to do the work, which was made more difficult due to wet weather and muddy ags. were

cut abng the North Fork and South Fork Tarpiscan Roads.

Manager Lopushinsky toured Tekisamd Brushy Creek Roads with Engineer Kuykendall,
Habitat Bio Nelsonand Jim Matthews from the Yakima Tribe to look at the leaking irrigation
diversion on Tekison anthé¢ poblem culvert on Brushy Creek.

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman continued to work on issues with Oak Creek
Timber Sale.The focus continues to be on identifying road maintenance needs associated with
the timber sale TNC Forester Dahlgreedrove the roads with an Engineer from the Forest
Service who provided great input and cost estimaBased on that input, we will be able to
develop a scope of work and maps for the bid procd&sare also contacting mills about

interest in purchasingnd developing log sorts and volume estimates.

Wenas Wildlife Area: Wenas Wildlife Area staff completdive nested frequency monitoring
plots, collecting data on the Wright Place (NW polygon), which was last done in 2006.



Wenas staff laying out trasects and reading nested frequency plots at Wright Place Rehab

Manager Confer Morris and Assistant Manager Taylor did a site inspection on the new elk fence.
They are coming along very well and hope s

to be done with priority one section in the
comingweek.

Upper wire being rolled out and connected
to new fence in Priority 1 section

New fence with wire stretched

New fence dropping over rock face at
Kelley






