Wildlife Program
Week ofSeptember -, 2014

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D IVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

South Puget Sound Grassland and Oak Woodland ConservatiorBiologist Hays received

news that the restoration proposal Wéashington Department of Fish and Wildli#&/DFW)
andDepartment of Natural Resourc&NR) lands scored highest the State Lands Restoration
category othe Washington Wildlife and Recreation PrograM//RP). This project, if funded,

will help continuefunding for grassland and oak woodland restoration on 5 sites on state land in
south Puget Soundsrassland restoration includes prescribed fire, seeding, planting, and weed
control to benefit a number of WDFW species of greatest conservation Qakdelease and
habitat enhancement for Oregon spotted frog are additional components of thie2PAT5
biennium proposalWe received news a week earlier that, in the Urban Habitat component of
WWRP, our south Puget Sound proposal for acquisition of an@dtiit West Rocky Prairie
(presented by Michelle Tirhi), scored highén its categoryThe significance of the WWRP
funding goes well beyond the dollar amount of the grants, as state funding is crittbal for
application of matching funds in federabjadsition and restoration programs.

Compiling State Wildlife Action Plan Revision Products:Assignmets were transmitted to
selectDiversity Division staff and Regional/District wildlife staff ftre preparation and review

of products for inclusion in thState Wildlife Action PlagSWAP)revision. These assignments
focus on preparing species Fact Sheets and on compiling Threats and Actions information for
more than 100 Species of Greatest Conservation Neenhpilation is streamlined by working

in draft Fact Sheets that follow a standard format and Threats/Actions information that can be
readily entered in a spreadsheet with standardizedabom choices.SWAP Coordinator Lynn
Helbrecht and Biologist Chris Sato have played the primary roles in onggttizse materials

for staff use.

GOAL 3: USE SOUND BUSINESS RACTICES, DELIVER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) Coordinator Meeting: Division Manager Eric Gardner

and Habitat Program Biologist Lynn Helbreohe¢t with theU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

(USFWS§ and SWAP coordinators from Idaho and Oregon to discuss eadls giiateess for

and progress in the review and revision of their SWAPs. Each state is taking different approaches
to the process; howevall seento be looking for ways to make the plan more relevant to their

own agency as well as for their conservation partners.

Shrub-steppe Meeting:Division Manager Eric Gardner and Section Managers Cynthia

Wilkerson, RRnny Becker, and Bruce Thompsuaaticipated in a meeting with Wildlife
Programds Deputy Assistant Director Greg Schi
related pieces of wildlife and habitat conservation in sisteppe and the associated roles and
responsibilities of WDFW staff.inkages were made between such activities as the developing



CCAA for greater saggrouse, Arid Land Initiative priorities, Wildlife Area plans, the
developing multispecies general conservation plan, Farm Bill programs, SAFE and CRP priority
areasand tle roles of other state and federal agencies and programs.

GOAL 4: MAINTAIN A HIGHLY SK ILLED AND MOTIVATED WORKFORCE

Promoting Diversity Information Sharing: Biologist Chris Sato assembled a team of Division
staff who will meet later in September to d&p concepts and a vision for use of the Diversity
SharePoint site to best facilitate information access and sharmg effort is intended to build
staff capacity for information awareness and efficient creation and editing of Division species
assessent and review documentation.

REGION 1

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Management

District 1 Pre-Season Deer Surveyd- ast week district biological
August deerclassification countsAugust surveys provide an index of fgeason population
numbers and bucttoe ratios.A brief summary othe August results follows:

Total whitetail bucks &does surveyed on 15 standardizeehiife longroad transects within
PMU 13 =1,123

White-tail Buck Ratio = 28 bucks per 100 does

Total Mule Deer Surveyed|(20 std. transects in August)87

Mule Deer Buck Ratio = 24 bucks per 100 does

As the table bele summarizes, this year there was a substantial increase in thdaileiledeer
density (i.e. number of deer observed per transect mile) on the 6 traditional transects as surveyed
consistently since 2003.



Total Classified Whitetailed Deer from AugusBurveys by Transect within PM13, 2003
2014

Transect Name : I_fnri]lgetsh , 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 ] 2012 | 2013| 2014 Mean*
Flat Creek 17.5 116 123 138 147 | 117 | 143 | 122 | 117 35 16 45 109 102
Douglas 11.0 231 | 288 | 198 | 304 | 190 | 177 | 131 | 103 | 92 80 79 | 122 170
Deep Creek 19.8 38 42 48 54 84 79 78 51 23 21 49 53 52
Clayton 7.2 95 58 51 83 97 61 48 38 38 82 50 81 64
Dunn Mountain 5.3 189 213 192 165 | 161 | 106 42 103 | 117 | 205 | 112 82 146
Daisy - Maud 12.3 48 43 33 51 45 75 50 50 59 93 59 88 55
Total Miles: 73.1

Total Whitetails: 717 767 660 804 | 694 | 641 | 471 | 462 | 364 | 497 | 394 || 535 588
Average Total: 120 128 110 134 | 116 | 107 79 77 61 83 66 89 98
Mean per mile: 9.8 | 105 9.0 110 95| 88| 64 | 63 | 50| 6.8 | 54 | 7.3 8.0

District 2 Pre-hunt Deer Surveys:Biologist Lowe conducted two deer composition surveys in
GMUs 136 and 139 and entered data ftmAugust surveys. Biologist Atamiasonducted one
deer survey in GMU 12@Greenbluff areg and154 deer were observed (85 does, 45 fawns, &
24 bucks).

Blue Mountains Golden Eagle
ReleaseDistrict Biologist Wik
retrieved a rehabilitated golden
eagle from the WSU Veterinary
hospital on Tuetay for release
following radio
attachment.Research Biologist
Watson travelled over to
Clarkston that day to attach a
solar powered satellite transmitter to the young matk Bifter that Wik travelled to the area




the bird was originally picked up to meet the neighboring landowridrs.landowners and Wik
then released the bird back into the wild.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING,
HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -RELATED
- RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL

~  EXPERIENCES

Private Lands / Access

Young hunter successful with his bow on Hunting by
Reservation Only property in Whitman County

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY,
PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF
LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

Revere Wildlife Area maintenance:Asst. Manager
Finch and Natural Resources Worker Bauer traveled to
Revere WLA on Thursday to prepare the site before fall hunting seasons. Tiedyapad

sprayed weeds in parking lots, replaced
signs as needednd repaired wires on
fences.

Jim Bauer spraying weeds at Revere
WLA parking lot

WT Wooten Wildlife Area T Fair: Asst.
Manager Dingmaset up the booth with
State Parks and DNR at the Columbia
County Fair. She worked the booth for
the 3 days of the Fair and gave 3 one hot
presentations about WootaWA. DNR
had staff there for part of the tinend
State Parks had staff taking shiftstihe
booth for part of the time. Smokey the Bear made an appearance Saturday and Sunday. Roughly
214 people visited the booth at this local fair. It was a good opportunity to visit with our
neighbors.




Columbia County Fair Booth shared with State Parks
WDFW, and DNR

Private Lands/Access

Palouse Empire Fair:Biologist Lewis worked at the
conservation booth during the Whitman County Fair. Lewis
discussed fall hunting regulations, access programs, and :
wildlife management issues with fair attendees. Lelgs discussed potential habitat projects
with 2 landowners.

Private Lands AccessBiologist Earl contacted a landowner in Garfield County with regards to

his neighbordéds prol onged c¢ o nlfbedandowneridécidedtoei ng i
removethat portion of his property from the Hunting by Reservation program, and he will

continue to allow hunting through his own permissi&mlogist Earl worked on removing this

site from the Stateds system andlandowheronthe upda
property that will remain in the WDFW access prograwatural Resource Worker Wade

removed all the signs this week.

REGION 2
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Post Carlton Fire DeerManagement:l n response to this summer s
submitted a draft supplemental antlerless harvest plan to Olympia and Regionaltstafoal

of the plan is to harvest several hundred additional antlerless animals using antlerless permit
applicantghat were not initially drawn for the affected uni®reliminaryestimates suggest the

fires consumed most of the winter shrub forage for about 35% of the deer in PMU 21, and this
represents a significant decrease in the landscape levaehgacapacity for this herdThe

additional harvest is a step toward bringing the herd size in line with the available resources to
avoid an excessive winter mortality event and avoid retarding anticipated range recovery.



Rabbit Husbandry: Biologist Wisriewski and Technician Somers assisted Wildlife Astedf
Winegeart and Rios with the installation of the well pump and solar panel at the Beezley Hills
breeding enclosureDuring installation of the
equipmentwe learned just how large of an
effect the iniest amount of shadow over the
solar panel has on water outpiliue to this
new information we will remove the fencing
around the solar panel at the Sagebrush Flat peses s o g
site. ~

A Successful Pump Installation Cre

Rabbit Trapping: Trapping and releasing kits F =+
resumed the week of Aug. 24 at the Dormaierffiss
and Beezley Hills breeding enclosures with thes
assistance of Private Lands Biologists S n e

Comstock, Doughertyand Bargas well as/olunteers Lydia and Cardn Thursday the YBwe
trapped 29 rabbits at the Dormaiéi7 new kits, 4 recap kits, and 8 recap aduliscteen kits

were released to the wild at Sagebrush Flats (SBfelthe remaining rabbits were returned to

the breeding enclosurén Friday the 29 we trapped 30 rabbittthe Beezley Hills enclosure:

14 new Kits, 10 recap kits, and 6 recap adulib new kits were released thewild andthe
remaining rabbits were returned to the enclosiuve. will continue trapping and releasing

rabbits at all enclosures until popudats in the enclosures are reduced to sustainable over winter
levels.

Wildlife Areas

Columbia Basin Wetland Management PlanBiologists Finger, E. Duvuvuei, and O.

Duvuvuei met with Wildlife Area Manager Fitzgerald, Assistant Wildlife Area Mandgjeison

and Cole, and Regional Program Manager Monda to discuss concerns and expectations for the
Columbia Basin Wetland Management Pl&@nce completed, this plan will provide a guideline
and reference for moist soil management which will benefit allandtbbligate species using

the Columbia Basin Wildlife AreaThe Columbia Basin Wildlife Area provides critical habitat

for migratory waterfowl and other wetland obligatest faces many challenges to maintain

these critical habitat including but notilnited to:invasive species, wetland succession and
sedimentation, seasonal water availability, habitat loss, and human disturlbareplan will

address these challenges and strategies for dealingwithdn a site specific basis.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Migratory Birds: Biologists E. Duvuvuei, Finger, and O. Duvuvuei continued trapping
waterfowl at the Spud Field and picked up traps ingmagmon for the Youth waterfowl season



opening on September 20tBanding data for Mourning Doves and waterfowl was submitted to

Waterfowl Specialist WilsonMourning dove capture was a struggle tear with only 61

doves banded. i adult male recapt® was banded by Warren Becker in 2011 as a hatch year

bird. 279 waterfowl bands were put out, including 1 replacement band for a recaptured

mallard. This total includes 269 mallards, 7 redheads, 5 wood décRdeal. 2 additional

recaptured mallardsere observed this season,

.y but their initial capture information has not

. beenconfirmed yet.

, Forty-four new mallards were banded on the
evening @ the 18". 17 mallards were recently
banded &back for more corn. ie wood duck
did not find its way mto the trap through the
funnel i Photo by E. Duvuvuei

Mount Hull Bighorn Sheep Management
Biologist Heinlen pinned a California Bighorn
ram harvested from the Mt Hull herd by the
North-central Washington Big Game raffle
permit winner. With the longestotal horn length at 39 inches and over all good symmistey
permit winner was very happy with this rai@ince raffle hunts start two weeks earlier than
traditional permit hunts there are still two permit hunters awaiting their chance to hunt Mt Hull
this season.

Wildlife Areas

Columbia Basin Regulated Access Area8iologists Finger and O. Duvuvuereated the

online hunt reservations for the Winchester Ponds Regulated Access Area from opening day
through NovemberBiologist Finger coordinated with Section Manager Calkins on the
development of the online reservation system for the Winchester Refjdlecess Area and
website additions to describe both the Winchester Ponds and Frenchmen Ponds Regulated
Access AreasReservations will be required to hunt the Winchester Ponds Regulated Access
Area from opening weekend through Novemb@rop-ins will be allowed to use vacant parking
spaces after 9 ankrenchmen Ponds Regulated Access Area will remain a first come, first
served opportunity as we evaluate the reservation system change for Winchester

Ponds. Biologist Finger edited signs to prepare fioe t:hanges taking place at Winchester Ponds
and sent edits out for review. : -

Winchester Ponds Regulated Access e
Area layout showing approxima

location of new parking ared Photoby
R. Finger




| Frenchmen Ponds Regulated Access
Area’l Photo by R. Finger

SRS by J % 3 g e, ;
il s v - Ad

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

Sinlahekin 75" Anniversary
Summer Series EventManager
Haugand Okanogan Lands
Operations Manager Swedberg
hosted the final summer series
event this past weekend.
Festivities included a birding tou
with Penny Rose, president of t
Washington Ornithological
Society and local birder Scott
Hoskins, a photography sénar
by resident photo enthusiast
Justin Haug, a phothistory tour
with Dale Swedberg, native 4
American stories and history by
author Arnie Marchand, a histor
of early endeavors by settlers into the Sinlahekin Valley by Karen Beaatetta biological
themed singa-long by former WDFW employee and current DNR wildlife biologist Ken Bevis
(see pictures below). It was a good turnout with very aaiteny subjects and presenters.

Wildlife Areas

Wanapum Weeds:Assistant Managers Eidsamd Cole attended a Washington State Weed
Board tour stop at Vantage to observe vegetation response to the extremely low operating level
of the Wanapum PoolThe area has been inundated for a half centooye or less, and as the
operating level stabitied the bare mudflat developed a vegetation band that included flowering
purple loosestrife (a biennial), smartweed, reed canarygrass, sweet clover, coyote willow,
lambsquarter, and Russian thistle, among other less frequently occurring jdVmiles.

interesting, the reservoir is scheduled to be brought back to normal operating levels this fall,



hopefully not too late for the stressed established riparian vegetation to redteedees
included members of the WA State Weed Board, Grant Co. Weed Board, @. Weed
District 3, Grant Co. PUD, and DFW.

CARLTON FIRE

Update for the Pateros Unit A great deal of change on the landscape of the Pateros Unit of the
Chelan Wildlife Area has occurred since the Carlton Complex fire swept over the area on July
17.

Pateros Unit on July 20 Photo by D. Peterson

During mid-August the area received moisture
form several thunder storms that fortunately did
not cause any flood damage but did provide
some moisture to allow plant regrowth to begin.
Most areas that hagbod stands of perennial
grasses are seeing a flush of new growth with
some plants exceeding six inches in height.

Grass regrowth on the Pateros Unit forty
nine days after the fire

However, not all areas are experiencing thig
level of grass regrowttand only two
bitterbrush and no sagebrush have been
observede-sprouting To reestablish shrubs =4
on the area, especially bitterbrush, seeding®
should occur this fall.

Area of burned sage and bitterbrush skeletons
with a complete lack of grass regrowth dime
Pateros Unit




| A rare occurrence: resprouting bitterbrush on
the Pateros Unit

Regrowth is also occurring in the riparian areas

and they are quickly becoming very small

islands of green vegetation on the landscape.
Aspen, Woodds redee tall
elderberry, water birch, mountain alder, and
chokecherry were all observedsprouting

B from roots.

Re-sprouting riparian vegetation on the Pateros |
Unit forty nine days after fire. :

Not all of the vegetation regrowth has been
desirable. Weeds haatso resprouted as
vigorously as other plants. On the Pateros ,Unit §
two weeds are especially problematic. In riparia
areasRussian knapweed hassprouted and is
nearly ready to flower. There is a small window
opportunity for chemical control of hdeep
rooted perennial weed as it is flowering. Chemiq
control in the future will be more difficult as this
knapweed becomes mixed in with desirable
riparian trees and shrubs and no effective bio
control agent exists to treat it

In the upland area®almatian toadflax is the
weed of primary concern. It is another deep rooted..
perennial that also produces thousands of seeds. |
Toadflax can exist under a wide array of
environmental conditions and carcbene
established in disturbed sqitss well as areas
without any disturbance. Based on observations |
after the Swakane Canyon fire of 2010, toadflax wilk
thrive after this fire. Chemical control of toadflax is
possible for small patches that are acces¢ibte,
along roads)but because it will be present at
variable densities across the whole atlea best
overall approach for control is with bmontrol
agents. Fortunately, an effective {montrol agent is
available for Dalmatian and multiple releases will &
be needed for this weed.

Russian knapweedesprouting on the

Pateros Unit



Emergency Grazing Evaluations on Methow/Sinlahekin ComplexAsdstant manager
Wehmeyer traveled to the Methow Wildlife Area to meet with grazing permitees and discussed
the placement of fencing in the Big Valley Unit of the Wildlife Area. Wehmeyer will work with
theNatural Resource Conservation Service
o8 (NRCS in thefollowing days to complete the
: ' : fence alongside the operator. Preparations are
ongoing complex wide in the Okanogan to
provide additional grazing opportunities for
livestock owners affected by the Carlton
Complex Fire.

o | Water as a result of recent flashflabin
Chiliwist Wildlife Areai Photo by J.Haug

TopT Grass regrowth below severely burned slope on
Chiliwist. Right i Vigorous regrowth of shrub layer

with wooddraw on Chiliwist Wildlife Areal Photos by
J. Haug

Carlton Complex Fire 7 Indian Dan Canyon Unit: Over the past couple of weeks Wildlife
Area staff completed a variety of needed tasks on this unit.

Weed control: Assistant Manager Noel Winegeart and Maintenance Mechanic Fidel Rios
treated Russi an knapwe eodingavithca véDgeanaednathetigarias t | e t
and meadow areas of the unithe Canad#histle appears relatively eva@ged while the

Russian knapweed varies from the rosette to flowering st&@es. the course of 2 days using

A T V,plss our Kubota tractor @3-point sprayer, Noel and Fidel treated approximately 43

acres. Other noxious weeds beginning to regrow are diffuse knapweedoaadesser extent,

Dalmatian toadflaxWe 6 | | tirg ¢hese in thenear future.



