Wildlife Program
Week ofJuly 137 July 19 2015

WOLF ACTIVITIES

Region 1 Wolf Activities

Wolf Trapper Training: All Regionl1 Wildlife Conflict staff attended the one day wolf
trapping training in Wenatchee.

Depredation Investigation: Departmentstafind t he St evens egadmentt y Sher.i
investigateda dead cow in the Dirty Shirt Wolfaek territory. The investigation and necropsy
determined the cow had been killed by wolves.

Dirty Shirt Chronology: Supervisor McCanna created a chronologgwnts and work being
done to prevent further depredations. McCanna continues to update the chronology.

Cattle Producers: SupervisotMcCanna and Conflict Specialist Shepherd met withecattl
producers in the Dirty Shirt Wolfdek territory offering datalsring agreementsxglaining the
departments DPCAgreements, showing current wolf locations (daily by phone or emailed
maps), relaying information on cattle seen and their behavior, and wolf howling activity during
night patrols.

Wolf Conference Calls:Supervisor McCanna participated on seven conference calls related to
the Dirty Shirt depredations.

Night Patrols: Supervisor McCanna and Districtinflict staff worked night and day patrols
Thursday through Sunday in the Dirty Shirt area usinglathal tools to keep wolves away

from cattle. Two range riders worked Monday through Thursday in the Dirty Shirt area and will
do so again this week.

Air Force Staff: Supervisor McCanna ar@onflict SpecialisShepherd met with Air Force staff

on different @casions. There will be 86 students in the field through this Thunsdiag area of

the Dirty Shirt Rick. Instructors were provided information for students and staff to use whistles
and flashlights if they encounter wolves or hear howling. A repdrbe relayed to department
staff if any wolves were heard or seen along with any dead cattle on the range.

Investigating Cluster Sites:Supervisor McCanna and various department staff members
investigated multiple GPS cluster siteshe Dirty Shirt Rck area. Nothing was found at any of
the clusters investigated.

Region 2 Wolf Activities

Okanogan WolvessSpeci al i st Heil hecker edited the Look
were several errors in the documeame of which were based on outdatddrmation. She
sent the new document to staff in Olympia so the corrected version could be place on the WDFW
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website. Specialist Heilhecker tried contactiagancher to discuss radawllared wolf locations.

She left a message but has not heard backtlemancher.Specialist Heilhecker received a call
from the Okanogan County Cattlemends Associ at
Stevens County. She called Supervisor McCanna in Region 1 to notify him of their concerns.

Wolf Detection: Biologists Fitkin and Heinlen found a single set of wolf tracks in the Hidden
Lakes vicinity of the Pasayten Wilderness while conducting loon and grizzly bear work

Region 3 Wolf Activities

Teanaway WolvesBiologist Moore assisted Conflict Specialist Wetzelaolivestock
depredation investigation in the Teanaway. The depredation waseetpgrWWSU Graduate
StudentGabe Spence. Wetzel, Spenaed Moore investigated the aréading a totally
consumed yearling cow and plenty of wolf sign. After collecting) @viewing evidence, the
mortality was concluded to be a wolf kill.

Wolves: Biologist Bernatowicz spoke with Conflict Specialist Wetzel about the Teanaway
wolves feedig on a domestic calf carcass.

REGION 1

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Areas/\Water Access Sites

WT Wooten WA T lllegal Dams: AWAM Dingman assisted Bill Dowdgf theUS Forest
Service (USFS)n breaching an illegal _ : :

dam that was constructed across the
Tucannon River near the USFS Guargl}s

saw to saw the logs up so no one is
able to rebuild the illegal dam.

lllegal recreational dam built across
the Tucannon River neathe USFS
Tucannon Guard Station

Private Lands/Wildlife Conflict

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)Biologist Lewis attended a quarterly
RCPP update meeting for partners involved in the new conservation program. The meeting was
hosted by the Palouse Conservation Distri@@Pand had representatives from Palouse Rock
Lake CD, Whitman CD, Pine Creek CD, Adams CD, Lincoln CD, PCD, Latah CD, WA NRCS,



ID NRCS, ID Fish and Game, WA Fish and Wildlife, and WA Dept. of Ecology. Topics covered
during the meetinghcludedscreening Iseets, ranking sheets, available practices, and program
timelines. The new prograra focused on the improving water quality, soil health, and habitat in
the Palouse River watershed. Signups for the new program will begin this fall.

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFE CTIVE AND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Private Lands/Wildlife Conflict

Regional Directors Meeting:SupervisoMcCanna and conflict staff members who weréd par
the Northeast Washington Wolf Response Team received the 2014 Team Award.

2015 Douglas County Fires June 29th - July 17th

REGION 2
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Douglas County:Private
Lands Biologist Braaten
visitedthe Jameson Fire
Burn (approx. 7,000
acres) to see if any SAFE
CRP acres burned or any
important halat (i.e.
Davis Sage Grouse Lek
andthe Dormaier Unit) L e N T\
Private Lands Biologist N \ P AR AN e renmee ‘
Braaten found the wildfire Tl EoT ittt
came close tthe WDFW : — T—
Dormaier Unit and Davis
Sage Grouse lebutthe areasvere not
burned. Most of wildfire bured shrub
steppe habitat on BLM ar@RPlands, as
well assome wheat on private and federd
BLM lands. Another wildfire started on
7/16 burnedhe Outlaw Daw area
southwest of Jameson Lakmirning 2000
acres.

Burn area’l Photoby Eric Braaten, WDFW



Additional Fire Activity: Fire actiuty continued over the past week with the start of the Outlaw
Draw fire in Central Douglas CountyVhile the potential for wildfire remains extremely high,
all current fires are either contained or under active suppression and in control.
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GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Pygmy rabbit: Biologist Gallie assisted Biogist Wisniewski and the team in conducting
pygmy rabbit kit captures from both the large breeding enclosure (LE) on Sagebrush Flats
Wildlife Areaand the Beezley enclosure (BEjoung were released into the Beezely recovery
area.We captured 19 new kifsom the LE and 25 from the BEAt this point, it looks as if the
litter production has been completed and the focus will be to capture the remaining kits from
earlier in the breeding seas@apture rates should start to decrease from dreceit.

Wednesday we trapped at LE. We captured a total of 19 rabibaisiding fouradults that went

back into the enclosure and 15 kits, 13 of which are held in the nursery awaiting genetic info for
a potential swap. We hado kits that we put backito LE. Onehadmultiple bot fly maggots in

it and the other had a small cyst of some sort on the stomach and some issues with its eye.

Thursday we were at Beasley trapping. We captured a total of 33 ratdliidjng eightadults
that went back into the enclosure &tdkits, 22 of which were released to the wild gmee
thatwere put into the nursery until we get some more release tubes dug in next week.

07-06-2018 21:53:24 01-09-2015 21 05 17

Images captured from trail cameras set around the Beezley PR enclosure



Multiple bot flies in the back end of a
captured Kiti Photo taken 7/15/2015

Northern Leopard Frogs: Biologists E.
Duvuvuei, Finger, and O. Duvuvuei contirtue
the eDNA sampling effort for northeteopard
frogs and Chytrids fungus in the Northern
Leopard Frog Management Area (NLFMA)
and 37northern leopard frogsere
observed.The purpose of this sampling is to
determine the presence/abundance of
Bactrachochytrium dendrobatidisommonly
known aschytrids fungus) in the NLFMA in ]
order to compare disease status at the potentlal release @amagles from the potential release
sites will be collected next weeka addition to sampling for Chytrids fungus at the relesisss,
eDNA could indicate ihorthen leopard fogs are present in the areas but have gone undetected
by biologists. Finger continued to work with contracts folks internally and with WSU to get the
contract amendment finalizedlpon learning that we will not be charged overheadlg&ii was

able to produce additional sampling locations to enhance our distribution within the NLFMA.




Biologists E. Duvuvuei and Finger prepare  Pouring a water sample into a transport
to collect eDNA at a pond in the NLFMA vessel for filtration back at the office
precautions must be taken to avoid sample

contamination. PVC tubes store bleach

solution and rinse water for

decotamination of the dipping pole.

Biologists E. Duvuvuei and Finger sampling
a particularly chdlenging pond within the
NLFMA T Photos by O. Duvuvuei

Grizzly Bear Surveys:Biologists Fitkin and
Heinlen prepared, organized, and delivered
supplies for back country survey sites to the
Hidden Lakes Cabin in the Pasayten
Wilderness.This coming week, USFS and
NGO staff will lead Wenatchee River
Institute course participants in the
deployment of haksnag/camera survey sites
= e in the middle portion of the wildernes$his
is part of a continuing interagency effort to gather data on grizzly bear presence in the North
Cascades Ecosysterm addition, these surveys frequently yield détets of other rare
carnivores including lynx, wolves, and wolverindiologists Fitkin and Heinlen will be
assisting with the check and take down of these sites in the late summer andlebtanfa
thanksto Officer McCormick for providing horse supg for the multispecies back country
excursion.We would not have accomplished as much or completed tasks anywhere near as
efficiently without help from Troy and his rookie wrangling assistant, Biologist Fortier.




Water stop on the
long trek into the
Pasayten

Wilderness' Photo
by Scott Fitkin

Common Loon
Surveys: Biologists
Fitkin and Heinlen
surveyed the Hidden
Lakes chain in the
Pasayten Wildernesg/®==
for breeding loon [
activity. We
documented a
foraging adult common loon on Big Hidden Lak&lthough no chicks were seen, this
observationalong with several other credible reports of loons on these lakes during
breeding/rearing season the last few yesirengly suggests that this area supports at least one
breeding loon pairThis is the first corplete survey of the Hidden Lakes chain in over a
decade.Our intention is to get back into this site more regularly in the years to come.

Adult common loon, Big Hidden Laké Photo byScott Fitkin

Wolverine Research:Biologist Fitkin and a USFS contragiologist deployed three wolverine
summer camera survey stations in the Western Pasayten Wilderness in areas with known
wolverine home rangesThis is part of a multyear effort to develop and test a practical and
successful summer monitoring technidaethis elusive mustelid. Sites will be checked and
monitored througbut thesummer and early falndset up for longerm deployment over
winter.



The joys of field work (applying the
rotted blood/fish wolverine attractant)
Photo byWDFW

Wildlife Areas

Chiliwist Post-Carlton Complex

Seeding AssessmeniManager Haug and
AssistanManager Wehmeyer surveyed a

six acre slingseeded area within the

Carlton Complex Fire on the Chiliwist

Wildlife Area. The area seeded in

December 2014 was an area ideatifas
6severely burned6 by th
Area Emergency Response (BAER)

program. Haug and Wehmeyer used a

mix of native grass seed provided by the

Bureau of Land Management and

3 2 & > broadcasted the seed by hand over area

on top of 230 of sno wbelgws. Etesult:pof tbet surveyewere mixed. Native grass seed
broadcasted on site did germinate but not at a significant rate. Native pioneer species such as
fireweed quickly inhabited the aress well as various other forbs, shrubs, and/earasses

Thi' s quick assessment doesndét resolve the issu
following the fire would be worth the financial resources needed. More information is needed.




¥ Toplefti Assistant Manager Wehmeyer

4 seeding the area on Dember 2014Top right

- Wehmeyer assessing success of the
broadcast seeding through a thkestand of
fireweed and other native forb&efti A
diverse mix of native species recovering after
the Carlton Complex Fire: pinegrass,

fireweed, gallenrod, aspen aah silky lupinei
Photos by Justin Haug

Private Lands/Access

State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement

(SAFE): Biologist Comstock, Biologist

Braaten and Supervisor Cotton met regarding
SAFE fields that need to have their plans re
written due to field failuresDuring the
meeting the team discussl SAFE rewrite
protocols and the best methods to notify
operators that their fields need to be

redone. Private Lands Biologist Braaten
looked at several SAFE fields this week.
Private Lands Biologist Braaten met kit
Manager Cotton and PL Biologist Comstock to
discuss SAFE Contract rewrites, FSA
coordinationand SAFE CRP take out methods
t hat worked and didnot. P
Braaten also discussed similar solutions about
Lincoln County SAFE issues with FRiologist
Baarstad this week.

SAFE CRP fieldi Photos by Eric Braaten, WDFW
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Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP): Biologist Comstock and  [sl& . -
Supervisor Cotton met with Gretchen :
Fitzgerald to visit EQIP sites to be seeded t
fall. They made #&our of three sites that will T L
be planted with nesting cover and poIIinator TR
habitat this year. They all need significant sige® §

prep before they will be ready to be planted ;ﬂﬁ

the fall. Biologist Comstock created maps o
all the sites and began the process of
coordinating with Gretchen Fitzgerald on
planting orders and logistics.

Weedy strip along irrigation ditch that will
beconverted to shrubs this fall

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY
ECONOMY, PROTECT COMUNITY . — : —
CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER
HIGH -QUALITY CUSTOMER SER/ICE

Wildlife Areas

Okanogan Lands Operations MeetingManager Haug and Assistanialager Wehmeyer

attended the Okanogan Lands Operations meeting in Okanogan. The meeting brought together
the wildlife area manage, assistant manageasd Access and Fuelp&ialist Leuschen to

discuss any land management concerns or issues that need addressing. The gathering was put
together by Okanogan Lands Operations Manager Swedberg. Local media authority Becki
Andrist alsoattended the meeting to give us her take and how we as agency staff cao begin

turn the tide of public opinion in this county to a more favorable position. Some good ideas were
presented and continuing our effort to become more visible using unifornvelaicte decals is

a good start.

FEMA/Carlton Complex: Manager Furnari mad@éreemaps of the Fraser Creékit, since

there are 21 different neighbors surrounding that fence replacement project. She labeled
neighbors names next to their parcalsng wth their mailing address and any phone numbers

(if any wereknown). She sent info to CAMP and printed out copies to give t&Bnstruction
attendeesThe rext day, she attended the RZenstruction meeting with Scott Allen, Dale
Swedberg, the winning #dders and their subcontractor. They drove around to various locations
of the Fraser Creek fence to look for accessible entrance points. Afterwards, she and Mr. Allen
drove near the northwestern corner to jump the fence and hike in to GPS/record berad int
fences near two cattle watering points. They then stopped by the burned house to look for the
septic tank (still didndot find) and they note
scheduled to be properly capped by a contra&ioe domloaded the GPS points apbotos

and began working on CAMP/GIS tech materihas not been completed yet
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Chukar partridge brood$ Douglas County
Photos by Eric Braaten, WDFW

Female spruce grouse Photo byScott Fitkin
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