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Volunteer holding male 

sage grouse 

Male sage grouse with GPS transmitter 

immediately before flying off 

Wildlife Program  
Week of April  4 ï April  10, 2016 
 

WOLF ACTIVITIES  

 

Region 1 Wolf Activities 

 

Nonlethal Deterrent Replacements Delivered: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett brought 

several six volt batteries to a producer calving between the Stranger and Huckleberry packs in 

Stevens County. The batteries will be used for fox lights previously delivered to the producer. 

 

2015 Annual Wolf Report: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett forwarded the WDFW Annual 

Wolf Report to interested parties in District 2 and the Huckleberry area. Bennett also responded 

to questions about collared wolf locations during the denning season blackout period.  

 

 

REGION 1 

 

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE 

 

Douglas County Sage Grouse Capture: Biologists Atamian, Lowe, and Walker joined Gallie, 

Schroeder, volunteers, and staff members from Region 2 in capturing 11 male sage grouse from 

several leks in Douglas County.  Nine of the grouse were fitted with GPS transmitters and all 

were given metal bands and released on site. 
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Male sage grouse were fit with a GPS 

transmitter (left), and primary feather 

and other measurements were also 

collected (right) 

 

Sage Grouse Workshop: Biologist 

Baarstad attended the three-day Sage 

Grouse Workshop in Douglas County. 

WDFW, USFWS, DNR, BLM, NRCS, 

Pheasants Forever, and Foster Creek CD 

staff members attended to discuss the 

implementation of the Foster Creek 

General Conservation Plan, the SGI program, and the upcoming sage grouse CCAA.  Trainings 

included site assessment and monitoring, as well as 

interagency and landowner cooperation strategies. 

 

Grouse Surveys: Two volunteer sharp-tailed grouse lek 

surveyors counted birds at two different leks on subsequent 

mornings. The Reiber Lek appears to be going gangbusters 

this year, while the Seven Springs Lek numbers are down a bit 

from last year. As these two sites are relatively close to each 

other, it would be a good idea to again survey both sites, on 

the same morning, to avoid double-counting any birds that 

may be traveling between leks. Also, the specially mowed area 

at one lek was being used by the grouse, but at a second site it 

was not. 

 

Sage grouse patrolling the lek sites 
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Northern pintail drake in the Rock 

Lake area 

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALI TY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

South Hill Turkey Monitoring and Egg Hunt: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett worked 

with several volunteers and Department staff members in preparation for the upcoming South 

Hill wild turkey egg hunts. Assistant District Biologist Lowe and Wildlife Conflict Specialist 

Bennett met with a Spokane City Park maintenance staff member to discuss the egg hunt and 

answer questions. Maps, a protocol, and volunteer forms were prepared for the three scheduled 

searches. Bennett also spent a considerable amount of time mending a net used to live trap 

turkeys severely damaged by squirrels. 

 

Waterfowl Survey: Biologist Lewis completed a waterfowl survey in the Sprague Lake area. 

The survey area covers the areas around Sprague and Rock lakes. Due to high winds and rough 

waters on Sprague Lake, the ability to count birds further out was diminished, but there were still 

over 2,000 birds counted on Sprague Lake alone. 

 

Puddle ducks in the Rock Lake area 

 

Landowner Hunting Permit (LHP) Meeting:  
Supervisor McCanna, along with Headquarters, 

Regional, and District staff members, attended 

Commissioner Dixonôs meeting with private 

landowners who have been upset with a newer 

LHP in the Blue Mountains.  Commissioner Dixon and landowners expressed several concerns 

which will be reviewed by WDFW staff members.  McCanna followed up with two landowners 

who attended the meeting with different concerns.  McCanna requested Conflict Specialist 

Rasley and Technician Wade meet with each of the landowners. They did so last week. 

 

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY SUPPORTING 

OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND INVESTING IN 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

National Wild Pheasant Plan: Supervisor McCanna made updates to the National Wild 

Pheasant plan state coordinator spreadsheet and emailed it to the new plan coordinator (Scott 

Taylor) in South Dakota.  McCanna also worked with Taylor to compile priorities from all 

regional coordinator representatives. 
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REGION 2 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDI FE 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Ferruginous Hawk Surveys: District Wildlife Biologist Finger surveyed two ferruginous hawk 

territories with a job shadow from Quincy High School.  Both territories appeared to be 

unoccupied.  Assistant District Wildlife Biologist Rowan completed the first round of surveys 

with assistance from Biologists Comstock and Verhey, Natural Resources Technician Eddy, and 

volunteers Randall Bachman and Laurie Ness.  Only one pair of ferruginous hawks was seen 

during surveys in Grant County, with numerous seen in Adams County.  Red-tailed hawks and 

ravens were abundant, and there was one confirmed prairie falcon and one suspect seen. 

 

Deer Surveys: Biologists Fitkin and Heinlen continued spring deer surveys. Thus far, fawn:adult 

ratios are running significantly below avearge in the Methow Watershed, but about average in 

the Okanogan Valley.  In addition, deer distribution has been unpredictable with the accelerated 

snow melt and strikingly warm temperatures.  Surveys should be completed this coming week. 

 

Mule deer on spring range and the remains of a 

very old winter-killed deer (note worn teeth and 

abscesses on both sides of the lower jaw) ï Photos by Scott Fitkin 

 

Tunk Valley Sharp-tailed Grouse: Biologist Heinlen continued spring surveys for sharp-tailed 

grouse, focusing in the Tunk Valley, which burned in last yearôs Tunk Block wildfire.  Biologist 

Heinlen found leks that burned heavily had no sign of active sharp-tailed grouse breeding, while 

leks that did not burn or were in very close proximity to unburned habitat continue to have 

breeding activity. 
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Tunk Valley sharp-tail habitat before and after the Tunk Block fire ï Photos by Jeff Heinlen 
 

Okanogan Complex/Twisp River Wildfire: Manager Furnari spoke with CAMPôs Anthony 

Sanich about specifics of planned FEMA site visits. She and Maintenance Mechanic Wottlin 

went out for an afternoon field visit with two FEMA representatives and one EMD staff member. 

They reviewed one watering point, three excluder fences (WP & riparian), deer fence, and Perry-

Brewster house damage. It appears that only a 

couple of items sent into CAMP made it over 

to the FEMA representatives, which made for 

a very awkward day. Manager Furnari called 

and spoke with FEMA the next day to provide 

a summary of the field review. 

 

FEMA site inspection of burned deer fence ï 
Photo by Sherry Furnari 

 

Private Lands/Access 

 

Sage Grouse: Biologist Comstock spent a 

night trapping greater sage-grouse at leks in 

Douglas County with Assistant District Biologist Gallie and USFWS and DNR biologists. This 

was the first time she had participated in sage-grouse trapping efforts. Her team went five for 

five with successful captures. Nine transmitters were deployed and the team rolled back into 

Wenatchee at 5:00 a.m. 
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Mike Schroeder deftly processes a 

captured sage-grouse ï Photo by Devon 

Comstock 

Sage-grouse close-up ï Photo by Devon 

Comstock 

State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE): Biologist Comstock completed SAFE plans 

for a producer who is enrolling fallow ground in both Grant and Lincoln counties. Her attempts 

at reaching a conservationist in the NRCS offices who has the authority to sign off on planning 

documents have thus far been unsuccessful.  Biologist Comstock visited a SAFE field in Douglas 

County that the landowner was concerned had failed. Initial inspection found a patchy stand of 

desirable native grasses dominated by basin 

wildrye. However, the forbs were virtually absent, 

with only three yarrow plants being located in the 

field. She will work with the landowner to develop a 

new plan to improve stand composition. 

 

One of the more dense patches of desirable grasses 

in a SAFE field south of Highway 2 ï Photo by 

Devon Comstock 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, 

HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -RELATED 

RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL 

EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

BirdTrippers: District Wildlife Biologist Finger coordinated with the BirdTrippers 

(http://birdtrippers.com/), or ñPacific Flyway Ambassadors.ò They are two young birding 

novices who are traveling 3,500 miles in three months from San Diego, CA to Anchorage, AK to 

observe spring migration at various hotspots.  Finger scouted the Coulee Corridor for eagle and 

falcon nests and waterfowl concentrations to prepare for their arrival on Monday 

afternoon.  Finger was able to locate an active peregrine territory and an active bald eagle nest, 

and found what appeared to be evidence of a golden eagle nest rebuilding at a Lake Lenore nest 

site. 

 

  

http://birdtrippers.com/
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Poorly digiscoped image of cormorants 

building nests on an island on Lake Lenore 

ï Photo by R. Finger 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Road Maintenance: Assistant Manager 

Bechtold got stuck again in the Gloyd Seeps, 

this time with a vibrating roller-packer, while 

performing road prep work.  Bechtold called 

Assistant Manager Cole for assistance, and 

Cole informed Acting Manager Eidson of the 

situation. Eidson proceeded to collect extrication material and head to the incident. Assistant 

Manager Cole went to retrieve the tractor from Les Schwab following a tire repair for an added 

assist.  With help from Technician Eddy, he was able to get the tractor loaded and en route to the 

location.  Luckily Eidson and Bechtold were 

able to get the packer un-stuck before the tractor 

was needed.  The situation was a good example 

of the challenging field conditions encountered 

year round on the Columbia Basin Wildlife 

Area. Conditions are especially challenging in 

the spring. 

 

Roller packer stuck in the Gloyd Seeps mud 

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY 

ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY 

CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN OVERALL 

HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER 

HIGH -QUALITY CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Frost/Buck/Big Buck/Shaw/Milles & Aspen Lake Dams: Manager Furnari continues to deal 

with anxious neighbors concerned about the high water level in the lake with many names dam. 

Manager Furnari spent an entire day dealing with two dams at Big Buck. She hiked and 

inspected both areas since most of the land was inaccessible due to snow, downed trees, and/or 

eroded road issues. She noted Aspen Lakeôs outflow pipe is failing because of damages sustained 

from the wildfire. She pulled out a boat & limbs from Frost Lakeôs spillway to keep water 

flowing, responded to neighborsô concerns, and spoke with a Methow Valley News reporter (on 

Monday). She sent an email with lots of photos to CAMPôs dam section and her management. 

She spoke with Engineer Gilmour about what she saw and the siteôs condition. CAMP will come 

out next week to temporarily fix the outflow pipe. Both Frost and Elbow Coulee Roads are now 

closed because of water issues. 
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Removal of small boat & limbs to keep 

water flowing over the spillway at 

Frost Lake (Milles Lake Dam) ï Photo 

by Sherry Furnari 

Aspen Lake Damôs burned outflow 

pipe has an issue ï Photo by Sherry 

Furnari 

Frost Road now has a couple of 

major washout areas ï Photo by Lynda 

Hofmann 

Sharp-tailed grouse on lek, Douglas County ï 
Photo by Eric Braaten 
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Displaying turkey ï Photo by WDFW remote 

camera 

Sage Thrasher and Vesper Sparrow ï Photos by Eric Braaten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Beautiful views at Lake Lenore, with an 

apparently maintained golden eagle nest 

on cliff face in background ï Photo by R. 

Finger 

Albino red squirrel ï Photo by Scott Fitkin 

Mule deer on spring range in the Lower 

Methow Valley ï Photo by Scott Fitkin 
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White-tailed deer on the Eder Unit ï Photo by Justin 

Haug 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Trumpeter Swans, Scotch Creek Wildlife Area ï 
Photo by Scott Fitkin 

A landscape of the Charles and Mary 

Eder Unit of Scotch Creek Wildlife 

Area ï Photo by Justin Haug 


