Wildlife Program
Week ofApril 257 May 1, 2016

WOLF ACTIVITIES

Region 1 Wolf Activities

U.S. Forest Service (USFSAnnual Operating Instruction Meetings: Biologist Shepherd
attendedJSFSAnnual Operating Instruction meetings with individual permit boddn Kettle
Falls. Several days of meetings included a wolf discussioiother topics. Biologist Shepherd
discussed cost share agreements and data sharing among other wolf related topics.

Southeast Stevens County Ranch VisitBiologist Shepherd viged with the new owners of a

ranch in sutheast Stevens County. The owners spotted a large canine near their calving pasture
the night before and GPS data indicated a Stranger pack member was in the area. Biologist
Shepherd discussed cost share agreemaedtslata sharing among other wolf related topics.

Geographical Information System (GIS) Training: Biologist Shepherd attended a day of GIS
training at the WDFW Regional Office in Spokane.

Wolf Advisory Group (WAG) Conference Call: Biologist Shepherd pacipated in the WAG
conference call concerning WDFW efforts to develop a lethal protocol. A follow up call
occurred with a WAG member.

Range Rider Application Review:Supervisor McCanna reviewed range rider applications and
participated on a conferencall to discuss applications. Appropriate contracts will be offered in
the next couple of weeks.

Monthly Wolf Updates: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett compiled sightings, camera work,
andcollar information, and reported depredations for produceisrdaerested parties in central
Stevens County (Table 1) and WDFW Disté@icfTable 2 Lincoln, Spokane, and Whitman
counties).

Table 1: Central Stevens Countgported wolf sightings, collared wolf information, camera
work, and depredations

How
reported
GPS collaiStranger collar locations:
Predominantly this collared

Location Sightings Camera Work | Depredations

animal has been spending No reports in | No reports in
most ofthetime just south o this area for thig this area for thig
Kettle Falls and north of period. period.

Addy-Cedonia Rad.




Huckleberry collar locations
For the nost part, this collar
has stayed south of
SpringdaleHunters Rad
down into the Spokane Indi

Reservation.

WDFW Two reported:

Public 1. 04/01/2016

Sightings Addy, one

webpage animal No reports in

seen this area for this

2.04/01/2016 | period.
Marble Valley,
oneanimal
seen

WDFW |[The Stranger No photos for

Staff (formerly the Huckleberry this period.

functioning during this
period.

male) collar has stopped

Table 2:WDFW District 2 county reports of reported wolf sightingsamera work, and

depredations

County | Sightings (webpage
and contact)

Camera, Wildlife
Conflict Specialist
Bennett and District

Depredations

Lincoln | No sightings reported [ No cameras out durin¢ No depredations reported to
to WDFW forthis this period. WDFW for this period.
period.

Spokane| Three reported: No cameras out during Six reported:

1. 04/06/2016
Williams Lake, one
animal seen
2.04/19/2016
Camden, one animal
seen, WDFW
investigated

3. 04/24/2016 Deer
Park one animal seen

this period.

1. 03/29/2016 Cheney, alpaca
Non-Depredation
determination (no carcass, WS
Necropsy, likely vehicle
accident)
2. 04/01/2016 Newman Lake,
donkey No investigation (buriec
animal, no all back
from owner)
3. 04/11/2016 Mica, domestic
dog Confirmed NorWolf
(cougar)
4. 04/12/2016 Newman Lake,
lamb. Confirmed NorWolf
(coyote)




5. 04/18/2016 Mica, domestic
dog No investigation (buried
carcass, suspected cougar)
6. 04/28/2016 Chattaroy, lamb
Confirmed NorWolf (bobcat)

Whitman| No sightings reported | No cameras out durin¢ No depredations reported to
to WDFW for this this period. WDFW for this period.
period.

Spokane County Monitoring: Wildlife Conflict SpecialistBennett contiued to work with a
producer in north Spokane County with concerns after a recent canid interaction with his calves.
WDFW Enforcement and Bennettesg time in the area this week.

Wolf Advi sory Group (WAG) Conference Call:Wildlife Conflict SpecialistBemett
participated in a conference call with WAG members to discuss nonlethal and lethal options for
gray wolves.

Wolf Event Asotin County: Biologist Earl continued daily chegks with the producer who lost
a calf to wolves. There has been no new evEat] and Natural Resource Technician Wade
checked trail cameras and fox lights to make sure everything is operating properly.

Samples:Biologist Earl coordinated with Biologist Wik to transfer samplesaait and hair
found near the remnt wolf events téhe University of Idaho for DNA analyses.

Collaring Efforts: Biologist Earl worked a day with the Wildlife Services biologist in
Smoothing Iron and Lick Creek trying to locate a suitable site to attesppiresWolf tracks
were located in both areas.

Wolves Sighted:Two wolves ¢ne black and ongrey) were spotted on Smoothing Iron chasing
elk. The black wolf had a colldout there was no data reported on either WDFW or ODFW
websitesIt was assumethe wolf may have been the Tucannon male, whoskarcbas quit
working.

Montgomery Ridge Sighting: Five wolves were reported crossing Montgomery Ridge Road.
Biologist Earl and Natural Resource Technician Wade met with the reporting party. The
reporting partydirected them to the area. Tieporting paty also sated that he was missing
threel-2 week old calves. Earl and Wade spent the day searching the area. They located a
livestock watering pond with tracks, scat, and the beginnings of a hole dug under a large brush
pile nearby.Cameras were depleg around the pond and the calves have not been located.



View from private watering pond with wolf
and cattle tracks around it

Region 2 Wolf Activities

Wolf Monitoring: A recently retrieved

camera deployed bycience Technician
Erlenbad earlier this spring in the Loup Loup
Pack territory produced photos of one of the
pack membersNow that access has
improved, we intend to monitor the area more
a2 intensely in anticipation of a capture effort
slated for later this seasoBiologist Fitkin had no luck obtaining wolf photos from a camera
deployed in the upper Methow in the vicinity of itiple wolf reports this wintetHowever, the




camera has been redeployed further up valley in the area where we received a report of a

Loup Loup wolf pack membeir Photo by WDFW remote camera

Region 3 Wolf Activities

Other Wolf Activities: Conflict Specialist
Wetzel was called by a livestock producer if
the Reecer Creek area who had seen a sing
wolf a few hundred yards west of his calving
operation.He had also recently lost a calf tog
pneumonia and it had been scavenged by
coyotes and ravend check of the area
found no wolf signbut monitoring will
continue in this area.

No wolf tracks wereobserved in this field of |
wild onions

Region 4 Wolf Activities

Wolves:Bi ol ogi st DeBruyn organized i mages from ¢t}
updated spreadsheets to chronical effort and regdétisalso communicated with Park Service

Rangers rgarding an active investigation of activities in the area of the camBeruyn

communicated witWolf Specialist Becker to discuss recent sightings on DNR property in the

Concrete area and a plan of actiorassess the situation there.



REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Douglas County Sage Grouse ProjecBiologists Atamian, Lowe, Gallie, Schroeder, and
McPherron (USFWS) conducted a capturanattempt to redeplofive GPS unitsiwo that
slipped off from the previousonths capture artireethat were recovered from mortalities of
ast ye asrThislatecimtipetsaaspmales were a bit skittish and less inclined to hang
out on or near the lekandwe were only ble to redeploy three of the units.

Spotight capture of a male sage grouse



Removal of themale sage grouse Male sage grouse beingquipped with
captured above GPS backpack unit

Biocontrol: Natural Resource Technician Wade worked with Biologist Earl to explore the
possibility of using biecontrols on the lower Snake River windfarm area to help control yellow
star thistle.

Shrub and Tree Planting: The final activity for the recentvgansonLakesWildlife Area

wetland restoration project along Lake Creek is planting shrubs and trees near the restored
wetlands. Private Lands Biologist Todd Baarstad and all members mbrieasiVashington

Wildlife AreaAccess Complex save Je@ristensen came out to plant Dinursday, April 28.

The crew made short work of it and had all 350 potted stems planted by noon. The final delivery
and planting of about 400 more stems will occur this coming fall.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERICAL EXPERIENCES

RGWA Parking Areas: Wildlife AreaAssistantManagePalmer met with Inland Empire

Chapter of Backcountry Horsemen (IEBCH) members atthe HallpRI access site
GulchWildlife Area. Theydiscusgdthesite layout and reviegd conceptual drawings on

Monday evening this weeklThe IEBCH, in cooperation with WDFW Northeast Washington
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Wildlife Area Complex staffnembersplan to apply foa Recreational Trail Project grant from

the Recreation and Conservation Office to enhance the primitive parking area at this trailhead
access point. Additionally, Wdlife AreaAssistanManageiPalmer, NituralResource
TechnicianChristensepand Access Mnager Dan Dziekan were joined by volunteer memifers o
the IEBCH for a Saturday wouday at the Beaver Creek (west) access $Merk was done to

clear brush and wind thrown tree debris in preparation for opening up a loop drive for increased
parking oppdunity at the site by connecting an existing road to the current parkingHrea.

project will require minimal ground work for leveling, but a cultural resource survey needs to be
completed before that is don&he right photo shows the post work viesking from the

existing road toward the current parking area.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Feral Swine Concerns in Spokane CountyWildlife
Conflict SpecialistBennett received a report from USDA
about concerns of possible feralise near Hangman. After a
follow up, the three pigs were determined to belystied
pigs and were safely captured. The pigs were remitted to a
area farnthat could care for the animals untiethwere
claimed by their owner.

Domestic pigs on a Spokane argolf course prior to
capturei Photo courtesy of KHQlews

Pheasant NestWildlife Conflict Specialist Rasley came
across a nesting hen pheasant and amazed at how many
eggs she was sitting on (17). Maybe it is a sign of a good
hunting season to come.



¥ 17 pheasant eggs next to a $20 bill

Depredation Investigation: Supervisor
McCanna received a phone call from a
lady in Stevens County who had one of
her goats Ried inside a small enclosure.
McCanna, Wildlife Assistant Director
Pamplin, and Game Division Manager
Cope completed a necropsy of the goat to
find it had been killed by a cougar.

&% McCanna informed BEforcementwho

then contacted a houndsmardeploy
hounds at the site of the depredatidimne

' m lady will be locking the emaining goats
|nS|de at night. McCanna WI|| follow up withrEorcement this coming week.

Asotin Creek Wildlife Area i 13" Annual RMEF Work Party: For the 18 year in a ow,
volunteers from the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation gathered at Smoothing Iron Ridge to
perform tasks for the wildlife areah total to 36 volunteers showed up this year from adrdhe
state. Many came from wstern WashingtonThis is the longestunningRocky Mountain Elk
Foundation volunteer project in thiate. The volunteers pulled about 3.5 miles of old interior
barbed wire fence, planted 2,000 shrubs, worked on thinning trees in an old agricultural field,
and serviced springs and water trosigWildlife AreaManageBob Dice and Biologist David
Woodall worked with the volunteers over the weeke@dnditions were wet and muddy at the
beginning of the work party and the weather eventually gave way to sunshine on Saturday
afternoon and Sundaylhe Saturday evening potluck supper included a roasted pig and many
other fine side dishesThe event went well and everyone had a nice time working for wildlife.

RockyMountain Elk Foundation David Woodall working withRocky
volunteers thinning trees Mountain Elk Foundation volunteers
planting shrubs



RockyMountain Elk Foundation
volunteersrolling up old interior fencing
REGION 2

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT
NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Sharp-tailed Grouse SurveysBiologist
Heinlen finished spring lek surveys for
sharptailed grouse, focusingffortsi n occupi ed habitat that burnec
Within the burn perimeter (Tunk Valley), surveys yielded only half the number of birds tallied in

the same area the previous spritlgsome casesraditional lé sites were completely empty.

Additional efforts to locate birds in adjacent areas prdasgely unsuccessful t 6 s unknown
the reduction in counts is the result of mortality, relocated leks, displacement from the entire

areaor a combination of

multlple faCtOI’S In (Crort Area) Tunk and Siwash Sharp-Tailed Grouse Trends
contrast, outside of the o

fires (Siwash Creek)
suney numbers increased
slightly.] t s posgi b
this uptick in numbers
represents imigration
from burned areas.
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Squirrels: District z "
Wildlife Biologist Finger 2
and Biologist Rowan 10

discussed upcoming 0
translocations from a local
golf course to a new
enclosureon the USFWS Colmbia National Wildlife Refugelranslocated squirrels will
augment an already established small population on the reffilgger and Rowan also assisted
USFWS stafimemberswith the construction of th enclosure fencand coordinated Cogctional
Institution and volunteer labor to help with completion.

2006 2007 2008 2009 2000 2011 2012 213 2004 2015 2016

Year
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Two acre enclosure constructimat
the Milepost 31 site orColumbia

National Wildlife Refugei Photo by R.
Finger

Columbia Bashn Waterfowl/Aquatic
Invertebrate: Biologist McPherson
{ continued with weekwo of
invertebrate samplingites included
| theNorthern Leopard Frog
| Management area, Winchester Ponds
“ W (west of Dodson Road), and TD2 in
1 the Frenchman Hills areahe
4 Northern Leopard Frog Management
Area consists of sites that ardfifree
and sites that have fislihis area also
occurs within the Grant County Mosquito Control District bound&ssed on a cursory look of
samples, it appears that fish presence is a greater limiting factor tebra¢eabundance and
species richres than pesticide use for mosquito contihis was the first week Biologist
McPherson has been going through samples and identifying invertebrates to Biglibgist
McPherson has made good progregh@identification of invertebrates, butssill being
presented with challenging specimens, particularly invertebrates that are in a transition from one
life stage to anotherThrough the weelDistrict Biologist Finger, Assistant District Biologist
Rowan, and Biologist McPherson have been discussagossibility of adding another site for
the project, since we will no longer be sampling Winchester Difihtrict Biologist Finger,
Assistant District Biologist Rowan, and Biolo
will become a new siteof invertebrate collectionThereasn Bi r der 6 s Cor ner was
because it is fish free and just outside
the border of the Grant County
Mosquito Control District.In total,
biologists plan to conduct monthly
sampling of all eight sites and will
likely end sampling in July or August.

Nepidae (Water Scorpion) catted

from Winchester Pond$ Photo by
Chattan McPherson

Pygmy Rabbits: Early in the week, the
technicians an@iologist Gibbs cleared several release site tubes in the R and HRisitesrth
of the enabsure in the Sagebrush Flat Wildlife Ardachnician Shank did the feeding rounds
on Tuesday at each enclosutm Wednesdayl echnicians Shank, Quaylend Erlenbachalong
with Biologist Gibbs set up the funnel walls at LE to peee for the trap effort on Thursday.

Capture/Release Activities Biologists Wisniewski and Gibbs, along witreThnicians Shank,
Erlenbachand Quayletrapped at the large enclosure on Thursday with the help\@natchee
Tech Center studentheycaptued and processed a total of 12 rabliitsluding fourrecaptured
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adults and eightew individuals Five new kits were released to the wikix adults were

retained in LEand a single male with 37.5% Columbia Basin Genetics was brought up to the
Dormaie enclosure as a genetic swas alwaysthe Tech Center was a huge help and we truly
appreciate their continued support.

Technicians Shank, Quayle, and Erlenbach Rear view of the new rabbit box
sdting up the funnel walls at LE traps

Ferruginous Hawk: Gallie conducted the second round occupancy surveys on the Douglas
County territories.No ferruginous haws were observed at any of the old nest sites or within
suitable nesting structures throughowut térritories. Gallie observed nestinglgleneagles bald
eaglesredtailed hawks, and prairi@licons orthecliffs. Gallie also continued with
multispeces sampling efforts for

SGA (species of greatest —

annoyance).Tick populations were
evaluated by the number of attach
ticks within thetwo-hour protocol
FEHA survey.

McCartney Creek: Suitable tick
habitat (onein two hours)

Wildlife Areas

Swakane Canyn: Manager Fox,
Natural Resource Technicians Vallance and Zabreznik, and the Wenatchee WCC crew
completed two riparian plantings with drip irrigation systems totaling 1.8 acres. The plantings
are located in old agulturalfields adjacent to Swakane Ckee
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Natural Resource Technician Zabreznik
(far left) and WCC crew members »
laying landscape fabric over shru

planted along Swakane CreékpPhoto by
ManagerFox

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE
FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED
RECREATIONAL AND
COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Pronghorn: Colville Tribal Wildlife

staff membershotified WDFW that one of their ren#ly translocated pronghorn swahe
Columbia River and is currently wandering around northern Douglas CoGy. staff
memlersoffered to keep us up to date on its movements.

Wildlife Areas

Supplemental Feed Route:
Assistant Manager Bechtold made ja
temporary repair on the inlet
strudure of the North Flood Flat.
The added soil initially appeared
hydrophobic and prone to eros,
butit quickly absorbed water and
now appears to be fairly solid.
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