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Recent WDFW and KNRD surveys have documented a rapid increase in 

the number of northern pike in the Pend Oreille River, and a reduction in 

forage fish such as native minnows, whitefish and suckers, as well as non-

native sportfish such as largemouth bass.  

 

Left unchecked, northern pike could severely impact other fish- including 

native westslope cutthroat and bull trout , and undermine efforts to restore 

native fish populations in the river system.   

 

Native salmon, steelhead and other species could also be at risk if pike 

migrated downstream into the Columbia River. 
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Meeting Purpose: Discuss non-native northern pike in Pend Oreille River and 

other eastern Washington waters, and take public input on options to control them 

and minimize their impacts on native fish.  

Å  Overview of Northern Pike History & Survey Results in NE WA  - 20 mins. 

Å  WDFW and KNRD Management Goals - 15 mins. 

Å Control Options   

Å Outreach and Education 

Å  Questions from the Audience ï 20 mins.  

Å  Public Input on Control Options -  40 mins. 

 

Meeting Outline 
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Status and Management of Northern Pike in 

Box Canyon Reservoir (Pend Oreille River),  

Washington 

William P. Baker1 , Marc Divens1 , Bruce Bolding1 

and 

Jason Connor2 

1Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife  

2Kalispel Tribe Natural Resources 

Department 
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Box Canyon Reservoir 

Reservoir length = 55 miles 

Area å 8788 surface acres 
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Northern pike history and management in 

Box Canyon Reservoir 

ÅAngler reports of pike since the late 1980ôs 

ÅFirst survey captures in 2004 (WDFW, KNRD, EWU) 

ÅAngling regulation:  No minimum size / no daily limit 
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Reservoir length = 55 miles 

Total surface acres å 8,788 
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Assessment Surveys 

ÅReservoir-wide Standardized Warmwater Surveys 2004, 
2009  (WDFW, KNRD, EWU) 

 

ÅMark -recapture population estimates 2006, 2010 (KNRD 
and WDFW) 

 

ÅSpring Pike Index Netting (SPIN) 2010 (WDFW and 
KNRD) 

 

ÅAngler Creel Survey 2010 (KNRD) 
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Standardized Warmwater Survey  

 


