
Pilot Removal Project (2011)  
 
From March 22nd through June 16th, 2011, WDFW and KNRD conducted a Pilot Removal 
project for northern pike in Box Canyon Reservoir. This project was aimed at determining 
whether there are times and places in which it is feasible to remove large numbers of northern 
pike from the reservoir.  
 
The Pilot Removal project consisted of setting two gill nets overnight at each of two slough 
locations, once per week (total number of net sets = 48). Weekly average catch rates varied from 
4.25 to 19.75 northern pike per net. Highest average catch rates occurred in April and May, when 
water temperatures in sloughs were roughly 1°C higher than the temperature of the main body of 
the reservoir. Catch rates dropped sharply with flood-stage flows in May and June. Total catch of 
northern pike was 647 fish. Average size of northern pike was 25 inches, and 90% were less than 
30 inches in length. 
 
 

 
Total number of northern pike captured by date in the pilot removal project in Box Canyon 
Reservoir, March 22 – June 16, 2011. The X-axis (horizontal) shows each date of the survey by 
month and date.  The Y-axis (vertical) shows the total number of pike captured for each sample 
date. There were four nets set each date. 

 


