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“GREEN SHEET” 
  
Meeting: October 19, 2007 Conference Call 

Agenda Item X: Amend WAC 232-28-285 2007-2008 Pilot cougar hunting seasons with the aid of 
dogs – Rule Briefing  
 

Prepared By: Donny Martorello, Ph.D. 

Presented By: Dave Ware, Game Division Manager, Wildlife Program 

  

Background: 
 Substitute Senate Bill (SSB) 6118 allowed the use of dogs to pursue and kill cougar under a three-

year pilot program in Chelan, Okanogan, Ferry, Stevens, and Pend Oreille counties.  The three-
year pilot hunting seasons associated with SSB 6118 have been completed and the Department is 
currently drafting a report that summarizes the pilot project and provides recommendations for 
future cougar hunting.   
 
Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1756, which was passed during the 2007 Legislative session, 
extended the authority of SSB 6118 for one additional year.  The purpose of the bill was to avoid a 
gap in cougar management and conditioning between the end of the three-year pilot cougar season 
and the time needed for the 2008 legislature to review a report on cougar management submitted 
by the Department.     
 
The Department is recommending status quo seasons for the 2007-2008 cougar dog season, with 
the exception of routine calendar date changes and removing one reference to a “three-year” pilot 
program. 

Policy Issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
 Allowing the Department to present a briefing at this conference call with public hearing and rule 

action to take place at the November 2-3, 2007 Commission meeting in Chelan.  The proposal 
makes calendar date adjustments for cougar hunting with the aid of dogs in the five county area.    

Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
 N/A 

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking): 
 Rule briefing only.  Public hearing and rule action is to take place at the November 2-3, 2007 

Commission meeting.  

Draft motion language: 
 N/A 

Justification for Commission action: 
 This request to provide the public hearing and rule action at the November Commission meeting is 

necessary to implement a one year extension of the pilot cougar hunting season as approved by 
the 2007 Legislature.  

 


