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Background: 
 The Upper Yakima River Riparian Protection Project proposes to acquire one of the last 

remaining blocks of intact and highly complex riparian habitat in the lower Easton reach of 
the Yakima River.  The purchase of this property is a unique opportunity to protect a critical 
link in the aquatic chain that supports recovery efforts for Mid-Columbia steelhead and bull 
trout, and complements the salmon habitat enhancement efforts of the Yakima-Klickitat 
Fisheries Project.  The threat to the property is unprecedented development pressure.  A 
partnership between the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Yakama Nation, 
and the Kittitas Conservation Trust is working to complete this project.  We have also 
gained recent significant support from Suncadia Resort. 
 
The proposed phased acquisition includes up to ~450 acres of riparian and upland habitat.  
The riparian habitat includes up to 1.5 miles of mainstem river habitat and ~40+ acres of 
associated ponds and wetlands.  The conservation easement will complement hundreds of 
acres of adjacent private and public conservation lands.  Four WDFW Priority Habitats 
occur on this property: Freshwater wetlands, Instream Habitat, Riparian, and Snags and 
Logs. Specific riparian habitat benefits of this project include protecting river, shoreline, and 
associated wetlands habitat and providing for functional floodplains.  The project directly 
supports Salmon Recovery Objectives. 
 
The current landowners have provided excellent stewardship of the land and have been a 
pleasure to work with. 
 
 

Policy Issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
  

 
Public involvement process used and what you learned:   
We worked closely with the Kittitas County Commissioners and planning staff on the project and 
explained how this project was a key link in a much larger public/private conservation effort.  We 
explained the convergence of how this project fit into other basin-wide planning efforts, the key 
biological values and our partnerships with the Yakama Tribe, the Kittitas Conservation Trust, and 
Suncadia Resort.  We also noted that we aim to purchase a conservation easement and that the land 
will remain in private ownership.  As a result of our educational efforts, we received a strong letter of 
support, signed by all three County Commissioners.  We believe this to be a first in Kittitas County.  
The project also enjoys broad support from Yakima River Flyfishers, Mountains to Sound Greenway, 
Cascade Land Conservancy, Kittitas Environmental Education Network, and the Bonneville Power 
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Administration. 

  
 

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking): 
 Briefing only.  

Draft motion language: 
 N/A 

Justification for Commission action: 
 N/A  
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