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  “GREEN SHEET” (Form revised 02/09/07) 

Meeting dates: November 2-3, 2007 Meeting (Rule Action)                                       #22
Agenda item: Wearable Shellfish/Seaweed License Repeal—Rule Action 
Staff Contact: Morris Barker, Ph.D., State Marine Resource Manager 
Presenter(s):  Morris Barker, Ph.D., State Marine Resource Manager (Fish Program) 
 
Background: 
The shellfish/seaweed license was required by the Legislature to be a wearable license.  At 
that time, this requirement had some utility for Enforcement Officers as the license types were 
color coded (i.e., adult resident and non-resident), as well as by year.  The thought was to 
allow Officers to determine at a distance if the participants were appropriately licensed.  While 
there was some question about the utility of that strategy (colored paper at a distance was not 
a confirmation of a valid license) it became problematic in latter years as the license issuance 
evolved and all licenses became the same color.  In addition, the license medium changed and 
became less durable with exposure to the weather.  These issues fostered numerous 
complaints from the licensed public. 
 
In response to these complaints, and through recognition in Enforcement that field contacts 
were a better means of determining the validity of a license, the department sought and 
received a change in the legislative requirement for a wearable license.  In the 2007 session, 
the Legislature repealed that requirement for the wearable license (SHB 1082; effective July 
22, 2007).  We are now seeking a repeal of the WAC that implemented that wearable license 
requirement. 
 
The department has implemented an emergency rule to meet the legislative intent to repeal the 
wearable license requirement.  This change has been communicated to the public through 
various media messages. 
 
Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
None – modification to meet legislative change. 
 
Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
Responsive agency action to meet public complaints about the utility of the wearable license. 
 
Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking and when): 
Commission is to consider adoption of the proposal to repeal WAC 220-55-010 - wearable 
license requirement. 
 
Draft motion language: 
Move to repeal WAC 220-55-010 - wearable license requirement. 
 
Justification for Commission action: 
This action is justified under RCW 77.12.047 and will meet legislative change. 
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WAC (9/14/07 10:32 AM) [ 1 ]

WAC 220-55-010 Recreational shellfish and seaweed license.

The recreational license shall be provided with an opening for
attachment or display on outer clothing.  The license must be
displayed on outer clothing while harvesting or transporting
shellfish and seaweed in the field.

[Statutory Authority:  RCW 77.32.050.  00-11-178 (Order 00-80), §
220-55-010, filed 5/24/00, effective 6/24/00.  Statutory
Authority:  1998 c 191 and RCW 75.08.080.  99-03-029 (Order 99-
02), § 220-55-010, filed 1/13/99, effective 2/13/99.  Statutory
Authority:  RCW 75.08.080.  96-05-004 (Order 96-13), § 220-55-
010, filed 2/9/96, effective 3/11/96; 94-01-001, § 220-55-010,
filed 12/1/93, effective 1/1/94; 93-08-034 (Order 93-20), § 220-
55-010, filed 3/31/93, effective 5/1/93; 89-07-071 (Order 89-05),
§ 220-55-010, filed 3/20/89; 79-09-021 (Order 79-58), § 220-55-
010, filed 8/10/79.]
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