
  
  “GREEN SHEET”  

Meeting dates: June 6-7, 2008 #11
Agenda item: Tribal Hunting Briefing 
Staff Contact: Nate Pamplin 

(360) 902-2693 
Presenter(s):  Nate Pamplin, Phil Anderson 
 
Background: 
In 2007, the Department and eight of the Point Elliott treaty tribes developed an interim 
agreement to provide limited, permit-only elk hunting for the fall 2007 hunting season in Game 
Management Unit (GMU) 418. That agreement offered opportunities for state and tribal hunters 
and allowed for regulation sharing and harvest reporting for elk. 
 
This opportunity, the first Nooksack elk hunt in more than a decade, stems from cooperative elk 
herd recovery work by the Department and the tribes.  State and tribal wildlife managers have 
worked together since 2003 to relocate 80 elk from the Mount St. Helens area to the Nooksack 
watershed and have taken other steps to improve elk habitat.  Thanks to that cooperation, herd 
numbers have rebounded sufficiently to allow limited hunting.   
 
The Department is working with the nine tribes signatory to the Treaty of Point Elliott to develop 
a hunting management agreement for game species in the tribes’ ceded areas (eastern Puget 
Sound and a portion of the Kitsap Peninsula). The possible agreement could improve 
regulation sharing and harvest reporting of game species, as well as allow for state and tribal 
elk hunts this fall in Game Management Unit (GMU) 418.   
 
Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
1.  Staff will review the GMU 418 Interim elk hunt agreement from 2007/08 hunting season. 
 
2.  Staff will provide an update on the development of a hunting agreement with the Point Elliott 
treaty tribes for the 2008/09 hunting season.   
Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
News release planned for mid-May.  Public meetings planned for late-May/early-June, modeled 
after the informational session for the GMU 418 agreement held last year in Mount Vernon.  
Staff will present a summary of public input at the Commission briefing. 
 
Action requested:  
NA 
 
Draft motion language: 
NA  
 
Justification for Commission action: 
NA 
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