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..GREEN SHEET''

Meeting: June 6-7, 2008

Agenda ltem 6: Public Survey Development Process - Briefing

Prepared By: Steve Pozzanghera

Presented By: Steve Pozzanghera, Deputy Assistant Director, Wildlife Program

Background:
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife is one of three Western States (Washington,
South Dakota, and Arizgna) participating in cooperation with Colorado State University (CSU) in a
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA) human dimensions project known as
"People in Places". The survey effort is a research demonstration project that will allow
Washington, and the other participants, to determine public attitudes about locally important issues
and problems related to human and fish and wildlife conflicts.

Utilizing guidance from WAFWA, human dimensions experts at CSU have developed a template for
the survey that consists of the following five sections:

Sections 1 and 2 will examine how people perceive and interact with nature and the area
immediately surrounding where they live (i.e., their "place").

Section 3 will examine people's wildlife value orientations and their perceptions of local fish and
wildlife.

Section 4 will consist of state specific questions regarding people's attitudes toward local fish and
wildlife issues.

Section 5 will ask questions pertaining to demographics and residency characteristics.

Each of the three states are at different stages of development for their final surveys. Washington
is currently completing it's contractual agreement with WAFWA and CSU; and will begin focusing
on the state specific portions of the survey utilizing information and input obtained from the Fish
and Wildlife Commission and the Department's Executive Management Team. Washingtonls goal
is to complete the survey and have a fìnal analysis and report no later than March 2009. The ,

information generated from the survey will assist the Agency in development of the 201 1-2013
Strateqic Plan.

Policy lssue(s) you are bringing to the Gommission for consideration:
The integration and utilization of human dimensions information within the Agency and the
recognition of the value of human dimensions information in informing fish and wildlife management
decisions.

Public involvement process used and what you learned:
None to date; this project is all about gathering public information and input. We will utilize a
random mail survey of Washington residents and collect statistically valid information at the county
level.



Action requested (identify the specific Gommission decisions you are seeking):
None, briefing only.

Draft motion language:
' Briefing only.

Justification for Commission action:
Briefìng only.
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