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Background: 
We have been operating the commercial sea urchin fishery by emergency rule for 
many seasons due to the year-to-year variation in the market place which influences 
start dates and days per week of operation within the given area quotas.  Within that 
context we also included the maximum and minimum size limits of the sea urchin tests 
(shell diameter without the spines).  We received questions from the AG’s office in 
relation to a size limit violation prosecution where the issue of setting the size by 
emergency became an argument for the defense on a procedural basis, i.e. what was 
the emergency.  In order to avoid further challenges using this argument as a defense, 
we are proposing to bring that portion of the rules into permanent status.  
 
Examination of the history of the fishery in recent years found no instance where we 
have evidence that the minimum or maximum size of the sea urchins needed to be 
changed.  Stability of the size issue makes it appropriate for a permanent rule. 
 
Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
Does the Fish and Wildlife Commission wish to adopt sea urchin size limits by 
permanent rule and avoid future procedural challenges? 
 
Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
This issue has been shared amongst the commercial sea urchin advisory group and no 
concerns were raised. We have received one phone comment and it was in support of 
the proposal. 
 
Action requested:  
Commission adoption of the proposed amendments to WAC 220-52-073 – Sea Urchins 
 
Draft motion language: 
Move to adopt amendments to WAC 220-52-073 – Sea Urchins 
 
Justification for Commission action: 
Justification for Commission action is RCW 77.12.047 and the need for adequate information to 
provide proper management of the resource and enforcement of the fishery. 
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