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,.GREEN SHEET''

Meeting: July 18, 2008

Agenda ltem 1: Cougar Management - Rule Briefing and Public Hearing

Prepared By: Donny Martorello

Presented By: Donny Martorello, Ph.D., Carnivore, Furbearer & Special Species Manager, Wildlife
Program

Background:
Substitute Senate Bill 61 18 and Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 1765 allowed the use of
dogs to pursue and kìll cougar under a pilot program from 2004 to 2007 in Chelan, Okanogan, Ferry,
Stevens, and Pend Oreille countÍes. During the last legislative session, ESHB 2438 was signed into
law extending the authority to the same five counties for an additional three years. ESHB 2438 also
provides a process for other Washington counties to request inclusion in thè pilot program. The
purpose of ESHB 2438 is to address public safety and the protection of private property (e.9., pets
and livestock), as well as to allow the Department to assess cougar populations.

The Department is recommending a status quo season for the 2008-2009 pilot cougar hunt with the
following exceptions:

WAC 232-28-285 2008-2009 Pilot cougar hunting seasons with the aid of dogs
. Replace the requirement that hunters must own dogs capable of treeing a cougar to be eligible

' for a permìt with a requirement that prohibits payment for using dog handler services.
Replace the logbook requirement with mandatory reporting using the toll-free cougar hotline.

. Reduce the kill quotas by 4A% to stabilize the cougar population at the current lower level and
add kill quotas for new counties that participate in the pilot program.

. Change the bag limit from 2 to 1 cougar.

. Routine calendar date changes for the five counties continuing the pilot program.

WAC 232-28-272 2006-2007, 2007-2008, and 2008-2009 Black bear and cougar hunting
seasons and regulations
Close the general cougar season on November 30, 2008 rather than March 15, 2009 for new
counties that participate in the pilot cougar hunt with the aid of dogs.

WAC 232-12-243 Public safety cougar removals
Discontinue the use of public safety cougar removals in new eounties that participate in a pilot
cougar hunt with the aid of dogs.

Policy lssue(s) you are bringing to the Gommission for consideration:
lmplement ESHB 2438.

Public involvement process used and what you learned:
The County Commissioners for the five county area have met with local constituents before meeting
on several occasions with Department staff. lnformal discussions have been held between
stakeholders and Department staff as well. Public input from County Commissioners involved in the
pilot hunt was collected at the ltlay 2-3,2008 Fish and Wildlife Commission meeting in Colville. ln
addition, the Department briefed all County Commissioners in the state and collected comment at
the Washington State County Association Joint District meeting on June 19, 2008. Additional
comments are expected from counties interested in parlicipating in the pilot cougar hunt.

These proposed recommendations were sent to approximately 550 organizations and individuals in
June for their review and consideration. These-organizations and individuals were also informed of
the opportunity to provide public testimony at the July '18, 2008 Commission meeting in Olympia and
Spokane.
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Action requested (identify the specific Gommission decisions you are seeking):
Take publie comment. Adoption is planned for the August 8-9, 2008 Commission meeting.

Draft motion language:
N/A

Justification for Gommission action:
N/A



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amendinq Order 0'l-213, filed L7/6/01 ,

effective 12/1 /01)

wfuc 232-28-285 ( (2€æ09) ) 2OO8-2O09 Pilot cougar

hunting seasons with the aid of dogs. As used in this section

and i n the context of pilot cougar hunting seasons, the

Ê^l'l ^,,-i -^ ^^f 
-i ñ-i l.i ^hc rnnl '¡-I(JI_LUW-Lrr9 L.rUrrIll Lr\rrrò aIJIJf ) .

ItAr-r-omnanrzrt mêâns l_he dorr h:nr'l I or anr'l nermi t hllnter must benvuvllrl/a¡I )/ v"Y

i n lha nhr¡qì r-:'l nrêqênr-ê of each other aE the time dogs Are

released from a leash or unrestrained or starting a cougar

track.
t'Pursue" or "pursuittt means dogs are :

ê Not on a leash or restrained; or
'ø Starting a cougar track; or

¿ In the act of tracking a cougar; ar

ê nt a treed cougar.

Transporting dogs in a motorized vehicfe or walking a dog

on a leash js noL pursuit.

"Doq ((ei*+er) ) handler" means a person that ov/ns ((aãd) ) or

hunts wiLh dogs Lhat are capab I e of deLecLing, Lracking and

Lreerng a cougar.

"Quota" neans the targeted harvest goal. The actual

harvest ,level may exceed the quoLa.

"Kill permit" aÌlows a hunter to pursue or kill cougar.

"Pursuit permil" allows a hunter to pursue cougar.

(l) The pilot cougar-hunting season wil I al-low use of dogs
1 0T5.76'72.2



(2) Pursuit-or-kifl seasons:

cougar may be pursued or killed with the aid of doqs from

December r, ( (2+æ) ) 2008 , until the f emale zone quota has been

kiÌled, the total zone quota has been killed t or March 31,

( (2€€A) ) 2009, whichever occurs f irst,' EXCEpT GMUs 101 and 204

where cougar may be pursued or kil-ted from January r, ((2€€€) )

20'09, until the female zone quota has been killed, the totaf
zone quota has been killed, or March 31,

whichever occurs first.

( (2€€A) ) 2009,

(3) Pursult-only seasons:

(a) If a zone quota is killed prior to March 31, ((2€€-g) )

2009, cougar may be pursued with dogs in alÌ or portions of that
zone until March 37, ( (2€€A) ) ?992. Hunters may only pursue

cougars jn desìgnaled pursuit onLy areas identified on Lheir
ki11 or pursui[-onLy permit. Hunters may not kill cougar during
nrlrsìr i I -onl r¡ SeaSonS.

ln hnnl r-ôrrqar The hunts will

seasons and pursuit-only seasons,

Chelan, Okanogan, Ferry, Stevens, and

r-nn q i ql- nf nUrSUit-Or-kilf_v

and are allowed only in

Pend Oreiffe counties.

the pursuit-or-ki1l season

thelr identified handfers) may

season. Permlt hunters that

permit may continue to pursue

a zone quota is killed, the

issue pursuit-only permit to

unselected pool of appÌicants.

number of pursuit-only hunters

(b) Hunters selected for

(accompanied by up to three of

particlpate in a pursuit-only

harvest a cougar under a kill

ccluclârs unli I March 31. If

department ( (w-i-f+) ) may also

hunters drawn at random from the

The director will identify the

selected.

ors.1612.2



permit hunters usi ng dogs may hunt and kill cougar untj I the

alfotted numbers of cougar have been killed from each hunt zone

or March 31, ( (2€€A) ) 2009, whichever occurs first.

(a) Kitl quotas start September 1 and will incfude atl

-^,,ôâr Þi llaÄ ^"--r^ --^nS WiLh and WithOUt the aicl of cl nrrs_vvuYqr N LIIçu uuIIll9 JCOÒUtlò WILII dllL.l WILll\JL-lL LlLC dfu v! uvVÐ/

lncludì ng cougar seasons under this section, cougar seasons

without the aid of dogs authorized under WAC 232-28-212,

rlan rad¡l i nn na rm i I q

rlanrod¡t i nn :lr1- har i l- r,uuqurvLr uuurlv!ILy.

landowner kill perm-Lts, ANd WDF-W

(b) Individual problem cougar will continue to be kilted

an as-needed basis utì 1 izing depredaLion permíts, fandowner ki

permits, and VüDFW depredation authority even if these kil

result ln exceeding a zone quota.

(4) Hunt areas and kill quotas:

Cougar seasons will be based on

(5) Quota hotline:

Permi t hunters parLì cì pating j n

must call the toll free couqar quota

hnlrrq nrir¡r ln o=nh d:rz l-rrrni ìn¡r v cqçLr Uqy rrullLJll9 UUUVd

quota has been killed and the zone is

r arr¡l ¡ ¡¡ua{-¡m "l^^-^a YuuLcl ì)yòLcllt/ wllctc

å nrr rsr i l--or-kill SeaSon

hoLline wi thin Lwenty-four

r to determine if the zone

closed. Hunters who hunt

on

1l
l-aò

CMU Hunt Choice Hunt Zone Area Descrintion

QUOl'¡\

Total Female
East Cascades
Nofih

900 r Okanogan Those portions of GMUs 203,209,
21 5, 2t 8, 233, 224, 23 1, 239, and
242 wifhin Okanoean Countv

((28)

)11
((r+)
7

9002 Chelan Those poltions of GMUs 243.244,
245,246,247 ,249, 250, and 25 I
wìthin Chelan Countv

((-t+)

)é
((4))Z

Northeasteln 9003 Felly-Okanogan GMUs 101,204 ((26)
) r6

((rs))
o

9004 Stevens-Peud
Oreille

Those porlions of GMUs 105, 108,
I I l, I 13, 111 , l2l within Stevens
and Pend Oreilìe counties

((38)

)23
((rs)
9

East Cascades
South

9005 Klicl<itat Those portions of GMUs 382.388.
578 within Kìickitat Countv

o 2

ors. 1 612.2



more than one consecutive day must cafl the quota hotline once

daily to determine if the zone quota is killed. Hunters who

harvest a cougar wiLh the aid of dogs must notify the department

within twenty-four hours of kill (excJ-uding legaf state

holidays) and provide the hunter's name, date and location of
kill, and sex of animal. The ralv pelt of a cougar, with proof

of sex naturally attached, must be seafed by an authorized

departmenb employee wiLhin five days of the notification of
ki I l. Anr¡ nerson who takes â côrr^râr musl nra.qan1_ lhe .ôrl.rârq uvuvq! rlruÐ u I/r çDcrI L _--

skull in such a manner that teeth and biotogical samples can be

extracted to an authorized department employee at the time of
sealing.

(6) Kill or pu-rsuit-only permit eligibility:

(a) ( ( i-s

^^-r :^^ -.:-r.ì....i1,.^r^ *.-^! ^..i -- -f€.i^-_.j+ ñr^,,.j ¡,._lnr-ì ì._., +la^---
!^^--+-^^r ^^-F ì €"i -^ '.^!rua¡¡LE- aF f -l ^ --i'c-êf---rå-dó+----p-c-tÂl.Y

1è+) ) To apply for a kilf or pursuit-on Ly permiL under Lhis

section, individuaÌs must purchase a cougår permiL appljcaLion

and submit the application in compliance with wAC 232-28-29r by

a date and time identified bv the director
((1-e+) ) (b) To l¡e eliqible for a permit, the participant

must be a Washington resident who at the time of application for
a permit possesses a vaÌid l¡ig game license with cougar as a

The permit hoÌder must use dogs whilesner: ies on1_ ion.

oTS. 1 612.2



^^-+.:^.i ^^r.i ^^ i^ hunt under this section.}JOr Lf UrIJq Lrr19 r1Ì O UUU\jOT r

((€l) ) (c) A permit will not be issued to any person who

has been convicted of unlawfuf use of dogs under RCVü 11 .15.245

within bhe five-year period prior to December 1, 2004. Any

1ìêrsôn i ssrred -- il_ --d who is Subseouenl lv r:onr¡i cl.ecl of anvI/çLÐvll IDouçv d IJUl ILIIL OllU WllU Lù JUUòU\1uu ur¡fi

wifdlife offense while participating in a pursuiL-or-kil I or

pursuit-only season, or who violates any condiLion of the

nerm'i I - r^ri'l I h¡r¡e lhe nermit revoked and w-Lf I be inel i cri hle to

^--+.i^.ì^-+^ rn the remainder of l_he nilo+IJAr Uf UalrqLç r11 Ul1Ç rçlrrqrllUçr Vr L]1ç I/rrUL I/rV9rqlrr.

(1 ) Permit issuance procedure:

la ) The number of kiI ì nermi ls for â rìrrrqrri l_-ôr-kill season\u/

with the aid of dogs may be established by the direcLor, but

wilf not exceed two times the totaf couqar quota for each hunt

zone.

(b) The department will jssue kill or pursuiL-only permits

to the persons whose applications are drawn at random.

Individuals sefected wilÌ be notified bv telephone or maif.
I l-|^À i-'.i^..-l- -^l^^+^.l ñ,1ôÈ r^1,1r^ Fl^^ -i^^^^ -TTi¡--.]+ +^ +tr-^\\

^^^--r-^^r 
| ^ ,.,.i t^l-i €^ .i- 

^t.,-^.ì - ,,it l' .i ^ r..ì FF^^^ 
^-.,- ^F

bejnq ,noÈified- F

the deparÈmenÈ wilJ resulÈ in ÉorfeiÈ o{ Ehe perrniE-)) Ki'l I and

nìlrsri 1_-onl rz nermi ls mâ\/ not be sof d or reâssi crnerl -

(c) If a female zone quota or total zone quota is not

killed in a hunt zone by January 15 (or sooner as identifjed by

the direcLor) , Lhen Lhe department ( ({ú.i-}l ) ) may issue kill

narmil-q ] n ^dditional hunters. Hunters will be drawn at random

from the unselected pool of applicants and must be a resident of

one of the ( (+i-ve) ) parLicipaLing countì es.

ors.1612.2



(B) Qual-ifications for participation and requj-rements:

rn addition to the provisions applicabl-e to all cougar

hunters:

(a) Successfuf applicants must complete a training program

prior to parLicjpating in a pursurr-or-kill season or pursuit-
only season wjth the aid of dogs.

(b) Participants must have their permlL issued by the
Äan¡rl-man.t_ 'i n thei r trôs.qêsSiOn Whif e hUnt.i ncr côltcfârI/vrovJJrvtr wttrf ç IluIIurl¡y uvu\jql .

lr:) Tncl ividuafs selected for a kill nermit_ mav kill ancl\v/ yçllLrJ L lttq urtv

nôssess I llrnro) ) one rlôtlô^r n^ rmi I -nd on'l r¡ l_hc nêrmi l-loo mâ\/yvurvor \ \ uvvv/ / vrfç uvuvqr yçr IJçrrtLIL o.Itu uttay LIIU pL. -.._

ki11 the cougar (s) .

(d) Individuafs selected for a cougar kill or pursuit-only
normi I marz r'ìsê doo handlef S.-"Y However, ûo more than three

handfers may accompany the permittee while huntinq or pursuine

cougar. Dog handlers may not pursue cougar when Lhe permit

hunter is not present at the time the doqs are released from a

leash or unrestrained. Dog handlers must have a doq handler

identification card, issued by - the department, in their

possessi on while parLicipating i n a pursu-Lt-or-ki I L season or
nìrrqrri 1_-on lr¡ SeaSon

their services.

T-\^^ t^-^,J r^-- mÂ\,/ nr¡l ro¡-a irzo n:rzmonl frrug rrdrru reLJ . ___avc ¡;dylturru IOI

(e) Dog handlers must be a Washington resident and possess

a valid hunting license.

(f) rt is unlawful to kitl or possess spotted cougar

kiLtens or adulL cougars accompanied by spobLed kiLtens.

(q) Partrcipants must have a vehicle placard issued by the

6 ors.r6i2.2



department. The vehicfe placard must be placed in the

nêrmi 1_tee's ¡nd dor^r h¡ndÌerrS vehiCleS and be visible frOmyvrl'tt""Y

outside the vehicles at all times while hunting or pursuíng

cougar.

(h) Kill and pursuit-only permiL hunL.ers are required Lo

I l^-: ^l-- i ^ -^^ r^+11rñ l-^ +l^'¡ 
^^^-rl_m¡n]_ 

- ^; 
I 

^l- 
la'.ñ|.;ñ^\\

sea sen ]ogbool< - AÈ Èhe end of eaeh day hun Einq eougar ¡ tÌ^re

^^---i + 1-.,,^r ^-^ ñ,1-r -^^^-^ rl-^.ì - l-,.-l_-ì -^ -^+.i -,.i +.i ^- -i ^^l,.^-i -^

|-..t'

l^^-ørñ^ñt ^I--trtr ^^--.ir 
'l-,,,n+nøo a,.¡.]_ ^-^,,ì^^ l11^ l^^l^^^1. +^-

.l ^^^^^l -: ^l^ T ^^l-^^l-- n,.¡r l^^ --.i I ^^ I ^ I l^^ ¡^^- -F---..-r '..---

ry, wvv usl/rLvr rrry

+€9+) ) report their hunting acti vi ty, whether they harvest a

cougar or not / using the toÌ1 free couqar quota hotline.

Unsuccessful hunters must reporL Lheir hunLing acIiviby by April

T 0, I (?008) \ 2009. A viofation of this re.rri remenl_. under thisLv|\\¿vvvl/'"Y",

subsection is punishable as an infraction under RCW 11.75.160

lg) The nermif heìoncrq l_o the State Ot l¡lashincrlon\J J I llu

nermiI ho'ì der mâ\/ be recluired to return to or turn over to the, "Y",

don¡rlmanF l-ho normil_ r^rhen i n lha ìrrrl r-rmanl of- Ihe den:rl-monl-vvìJq! y''.'.'- 
' 

Lll u]lLU]]U,

the permit holder violates any conditions of the permit,

violates trespáss laws while acting under this permit, or

violates any other criminal law or hunting regulation of the

sLate while acLing under this permìt Tf lhe nermiI holder is

rarrri reri 1_n reLufn LO OI. tUfn OVer tO the cl enarlmenl lhe nermi l.
".Y"lIltlU,

lhe nermi 1- ho ìeler mâ\/ ¡pnrroc.l' ân :^Deal Of that aCtf On inu r rv ¡L'uJ *yì

accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW. ¡^^^- r ---''^rL shall beöPljcdr rul1uu-

filed in writing and returned within twenty days of the date of

ors. 1 612.2



action and be addressed to WDFVü Legal services offlce, 600

Capitol Way North, Olympia, Washington 98501-1091.

Istatutory Authority: RCW 11 .12.041 . 01-22-702 (order oj-2't3) ,

S 232-28-285, filed II/6/A1, effective 12/1/01; 06-L1-095 (Order

06-196), s 232-28-285, fited B/15/06, effective 9/15/a6; o5-17-

098 (Order 05-t14), S 232-28-285, fited B/15/05, effective
91L5/05; 04-2r-036 (Order 04-284)t S 232-28-285, filed L0/14/04,
effective 1,I/74/04.1

oTs.1612.2



WAC 232-28-285 2008-2009 Pilot cougar hunting seasons with the aid of dogs

SUPPLEMENTAL RECOMMENDED ADJUSTMENTS

The following adjustments are proposed since the Code Reviser (CR 102) filing and are already
included in your notebooks.

Puse 3
Under hunt area table

. In the east Cascades South CMU row, change the total quota from "TBD" to "6".

. In the east Cascades South CMU row, change the female quota from "TBD" to "2".

The purpose of these changes is to establish the kill quota levels for the pilot cougar hunt in
Klickitat Countv.



SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMARY OF WRITTEN PUBLIC INPUT

W AC 232-28-285 2008-2009 Pilot cougar hunting seasons with the aid of dogs

COMMENTS AGENCY RBSPONSE
No mention is made about Klickitat County or
any other Washington county that meets the
opt-in requirements of ESHB 2438. Should the

opt-in requirements be listed?

Klickitat County did meet the requirements for
inclusion in the pilot cougar program. From a

WAC language perspective, Klickitat county is
hunt area East Cascades South. The opt-in
requirements do not need to be repeated in
WAC because it's already a state law.

Oppose the untargeted removal of cougars in
order to reduce perceived or actual conflicts
with humans and their domestic animals.

Thank you for your comment. The Department
will implement state law ESHB 2438 as passed

bv the \üashinston St'ate Lesislature.

Remove requirement that only dog owners may
aoolv for a oennit.

Thank you for your cornment. The Department
has removed that requirement.

LO



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amendins Order 06-92, filed 5/B/06, effective

6/B/06)

wIrC 232-28-272 2006-2007, 2007-2008, and 2008-2009 B1ack

bear and coug'ar hunting seasons and reguJ-ations.

2006-2008 Fall Black Bear Seasons:

Black Bear Season
Management

Unit
Coastal Aug. l-Nov. 15

Puget Sound Aug. I - Nov. 15

Nofth Cascades Aug. 1 - Nov. l5

South Cascades Aug. I - Nov. I5

Okanogan

E,ast Cascades

Aug. 1-Nov. l5

Aug. I -Nov. 15

Northeastel'n A Sept.5 -Nov. 15,

2006
Sept.4-Nov. 15,

2001
Sept.2-Nov. 15,

2008
Norlheastern B Aug. l-Nov. l5

Blue Mountains Sept. 5 -Nov. 15,

2006
Sept.4-Nov. 15,

2001
Sept.2-Nov. 15,

2008
Colunbia Basin Aug. I - Nov. 15

Hunt Area

GMUs 501,504,
506, 530, 601, 602,
603, 601 -621, 636-
651 , 658-663, 612-
684
GMUs 401,410,
454,624,621,633,
652,666,66't
GMUs 418-450,460

GMUs 466,485,
503,505,5r0-520,
524, 550-514,653,
654
GMUs 203,209-243

GMUs 244-241,
249-25t ,328,329-
368,382,388,578
GMUs l0l-l17

GMUs 121-130,204

GMUs 145-154,
t62-186

GMUs 133, 136,
139,142,248,254,
260-290, 37 I -3 8 I

11 ors.161r.2



Long Island Sept. 5 - Nov. 15, GMU 699
2006
Sept.4-Nov. 15,
2001
Sept.2-Nov. 15,
2008

Bag Limit: Two (2) black bear per annual huntlng season only one

of which may be taken in Eastern Washinqron.

Requirements for FaJ-J- Black Bear Seasons:

License Required: A valid big game hunting ficense, which

incfudes black bear as a species option, is requlred to hunt

black bear. One black bear transport tag is lnctuded wlth a big
game hunting license that has black bear as a species option. A

second black Ì-¡aar rrrncnort tag must be purchased to take a

second bear.

Hunting Method: Hunters may use any lawful biq game modern
€.i -^--- --^r-r-Lredrrrr, drcrrery/ or muzzÌeloader equipment for hunting black
bear, The use of hounds and bait to hunt black bear is
prohibited statewide.

Area Restriction:

bear in GMU 485.

Submitting

black bear

upper I aw.

2006-2007 ,

Unit
Coastal

Puget Sound

Season
ALrg. l-Mar. l5

Aug. l-Mar. 15

CMUs 501, 504, 506, 530, 601-
621, 636-65t, 659-663, 612-
684,699
CMUs 401. 410, 454. 624-633,
652,666

Seasons:

Special Restrictions
Any legal weapon

Any legal weapon

Special deer permit required to hunt black

Bear Teeth: Successful bear hunters must submit the

premolar tooth located behind the canine tooth of the

2007-2008, and 2008-2009
Hunt

Cougar

Area

I2 ors.161I.2



North
Cascades
South
Cascades
East
Cascades
North A
East
Cascades
North B

East
Cascades
North C

East Cascades South

A

East Cascades South

B

East Cascades C

Northeastern A

Noftheastern B

Norlheastern C

Aug. 1-Mar. 15

Aug. 1 -Mar. 15

Aug. 1 -Mar. 15

Oct. 14 - Nov. 19,
2006
Oct. 13 -Nov. 19,
2007
Oct. 11-Nov. 19,
2008
Sept. l-Nov.30

GMUs 418, 426, 437, 448, 450,
460,466,485
GMUs 503, 505, 510-520, 524,
550-574, 653, 654,667
GMUs 328,329,334-340

GMUs 203, 209-241, 249-251
within Chelan or Okanogan
countres

GMUs 203. 209-241. 249-251
within Chelan or Okanosan
counties

GMUs 382. 388. 578 within
Klickitat County

Any Ìegal weapon

Any legal weapon

Any legal weapon

Any legal weapon

Archery deer or elk huntel's and
muzzleloader deer or eìk
hunters who possess a valid big
gâme license that includes
cougar as a species option may
hunt for cougar without the aid
of dogs during their respective
deer or elk seasons and must
use equipment consistent with
their deer or elk tag.
Any legal weapon

Archeryr deer or elk hunters and
muzzleloader deer or elk
hunters who possess a valid big
game license that includes
cougar as a species option mav
hunt for cougar without the aid
of dogs during their lespective
deer or elk seasons and rnust
use equipment consistent with
their deel or elk tag.
Any legal weapon

Any legaì weapon'

Archery deer or elk hunters and
muzzleloader deer or ell<

hunters who possess a valid big
garne license that includes
cougar as a species option rnay
hunt for cougal'without the aid
ol dogs during their respective
deer or elk sepsons and must
use equipment consistent rvith
theil deer or elk tag.

GMUs 3a2-368((' -3921 388t
#))

GMUs 382. 388. 578 within Any legal weapon
Klickitat Count)¡

Aug. 1 - Mar. 15

Oct. 14 - Nov, 19,

2006
Oct. 13 - Nov. 19,

2001
Oct. ll-Nov. 19,

2008
Sept. 1-Nov.30

GMUs'124-133

GMUs 101-121 within Ferly,
Stevens, or Pend Oleille
counties, 204

GMUs l0l-l2l within Ferry,
Stevens, or Pend Oreille
counties, 204
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Blue
Mountains
Colurnbia
Basin

Requirements

Aug. 1-Mar. l5 GMUs 145-154,162-186

Aug. 1 - Mar. 15 GMUs 736-142, 248, 254-290,
330,371-381

for Cougar Seasons:

Any legal weapon

Any legal weapon

License Required: A vafid biq game hunting ficense which

includes cougar as a species opL.ion is required bo hunt cougar.

Bag Limit: Two (2) cougar per license year excludinq nrrl-r-l i ¡ìruvrav

qnnl l_ orl

qr f al-r¡ ô^rr^¡r It is unfawful to kill or

snol1_ecl côr'r ôâr

klttens.

or aduft cougars accompanied by

removafs.

kittens

Area Restriction: Special deer permit required to hunt cougar in

GMU 485.

Tag Information: One cougar transport tag is included with a biq
game ficense that has cougar as a species option. A second

- +--ñ^ñ^-^+ tr-^ ñ''^r ho nrrrnlr¡carì l-9 Lake a SeCOnd COUgaf.uvuvqr LrorrJ|.,U L L Lcl9 rtlLtò L JJu IJurutrqÐçu

Hunting Method: Hunters may use any lawfuf big game modern

firearm, archery, or muzzfefoader equipmenL for hunting cougar.

The use of hounds to hunt cougar is prohibited except by a public
safety cougar removal permit (V']AC 232-I2-243) or commission

authorlzed hound permit (WAC 232-28-285) .

coug'ar PerÈ searing: Any person who takes a cougar must comply

with the sealinq requirements in WAC 232-I2-024.

Istatutory Authority: RCW 11.12.041. 06-1r-032 (order o6-92), s

232-28-212, filed 5/B/06, effective 6/B/0G; o4-21-036 (order o4-

284) , s 232-28-212, flled r0/1-4/04, effective rr/r4/04.
statutory Authority: RCI¡ü 11 .12.041 and 11 .12.020. 04-r1-036

(Order 04-98) , S 232-28-2'/2, f iled 5/12/04, ef fective 6/f2/04.
14 0TS. 1 617.2



Statutory Authority: RCW 11.12.041. 03-13-047 (Order 03-129), S

232-28-212, filed 6/72/03, effective 1/L3/03; 0I-20-011 (Order

01-198), S 232-28-2'12, fifed 9/28/0I, effective I0/27/0I.
Ql-elrrf nrrz Alr]_hnri lr¡' RCVü 11 .L2.040, '11 .72.020, 11 .32.070,'

11.32.530. 01-10-048 (order 0].-69), S 232-28-212, filed 4/26/AI,

effective 5/21 /0I. Statutory Authority: RCVü 11 .12.041 . 00-2I-

038 (Order 00-215) , S 232-28-212, filed I0/1,2/00, effective

17/72/00. Ql:f rrlnrr¡ Arrlhori l_rz' RCW 11 .12.040, 11 .12.010,

11 .12.020, 11..72.'l'10, 11 .12.780. 00-11-137 (Order 00-50) , S 232-

28-212, fited 5/23/00, effective 6/23100. Statutory Authority:

RCW 11 .12.040 - 99-01-138 (order 98-249) , S 232-28-212' filed

72/22/98, effective. I/22/99; 9B-10-008 (order 9B-57), S 232-28-

212, filed 4/22/98, effective 5/23/98.1
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WAC 232-28-272 2006-2007,,2007-2008, and 2008-2009 Black bear and cougar hunting
seasons and regulations

SUPPLEMENTAL RECOMMENDED ADJUSTMBNTS

The following adjustments are proposed since the Code Reviser (CR 102) filing and are already
included in your notebooks.

Puee 13
. In the East Cascades South B unit. change the hunt season from "Aus. 1 - Nov. 30" to

"Oct. 11 -Nov. 19, 2008".
. Add East Cascades South C unit:

o Season: "Sept. 1 Nov. 30"
o Hunt area: "GMUs 382, 388, 578 within Klickitat County"
o Special restrictions: "Archely deer or elk hunters and muzzleloader deer or elk

hunters who posses a valid big game license that includes cougff as a species
option may hunt for cougar without the aid of dogs during their respective deer or
elk seasons and must use equipment consistent with their deer or elk tag"

The purpose of these changes are to make the general season hunts consistent with othel general
season hunts in areas that also have a cougff permit hunt with the aid of dogs.

16



SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMARY OF WRITTEN PUBLIC INPUT

W AC 232-28-272 2006-2001,2001-2008, 2008-2009 Black bear and cougar hunting seasons and
resulatrons

COMMBNTS AGENCY RBSPONSE
The specìal restrictions for East Cascades
North C and Northeastern C are nonsensical,
confusing, or extremely discriminatory toward
archery deer or elk hunters and muzzleloader
deer or elk hunters.

Thank you for your comment. In the past,
most cougars were harvested during general
season deer or elk hunters. These hunters
harvested cougars incidentally (and
opportunistically). The Depafiment wanted
general season hunters to continue hunting
cougar during deer and elk seasons.

Should the new East Cascades South B have
similar restrictions to East Cascades North C

and Northeastern C?

Thank you, the Departrnent will make the
correction.

V/hy the date restriction for archery and
muzzleloader hunters in East Cascades Noúh C
and Northeastern C?

Thank you for your comment. In the past,

most cougars were harvested during general

season deer or elk hunters. These hunters
harvested cougars incidentally (and

oppoftunistically). The Departrnent wanted
general season hunters to continue hLrnting
cousar durine deer and elk seasons.

Do arclrery and tnuzzleloader hunters hunt
during the respective deer and elk seasons
outside or inside of the Sept. I to Nov. 30 time
oeriod?

Archery and nuzzleloader deer and elk hunters
may harvest a cougar (with cougar license/tag)
between Sept. 1 and Nov 30, but must use tlre
weapon consistent with their deer/elk tag. Any
legal weapon can be used during Oct. 1 I and
Nov. 19.

I1



believe a cougar (s) was at the scene of

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 04-284, filed I0/14/04,

effective 17/14/04)

WP,:C 232-t2-243 Pul¡lic safety cougar removals (1)

Definitions:

As used in this section and in the context of public safety

-^ìr^:r ramarr:lq l_ho fnllnr^rinrr rlafinitin-^ -^^1".uvuvqr !çlttvvaLe vvvrllv vçrrrrf LrvllJ ay_vry.

(a) "Confirmed" means qualified department staff is led to

the incident by

evidence at theinterview of the complainant or observation of

scene.

(b) "Human-couqar safety incident" means aggressive

unusual behavior by a cougar which presents an actual

rler.ê i r¡ecl I h reat to an individual .

(c) "LivesLock or pet depredatjon" means incjdents where

livestock and/or pets are kifted and/or injured by cougar.

(d) "Marginal cougar habitat" means those areas usually

domj nated by urban/suburban, developed 'ì ands wiLh relatì vely

h i r^rh hrm¡n cl ens i t i es .

(e) "Nuisance activity" means incidents associated with

I i rzoqlncV /¡^trrvçJuvu^/ycL

or

or

nrnnorlrz rli olrrr'l.r:nna nr¡narlrzI/rvyur uJ urùLuruqlluçt |,LUIJCTLy

harassment.

rl:m:na ôr

(f) "Preferred cougar habitat" means

dominaled by rural, undeveloped fands with

densrties.

/r-r) "Pnhl i r- sa [el r¡ need" means Lhere\Y/

LB

Lhose a reas usually

-al -r ì r,^ l ', I ^W hUmanyLv

^- -1,-t ^r ga.)\rtrarrac

ors.1669.r

^-'- ^+-UAIJ Lò



threat to human safety or property by one or more cougar¡ âs

indicated by the level of confirmed human-cougar safety
j ncidents or livestock/pet depredations, and confirmed cougar

sightings or nuisance activities.

(h) "Removal-" means the act of kitling one or more cougar

with the aid of doss.

(i) "Sighting" means a direct observation of one or more

cougar, j n urban or ruraf settings, near individuafs or

residences; typically more Lhan chance observations,

(j ) "Human-cougar interaction" means a human-cougar safety

incident, fivesLock or pet depredation, cougar nuisance

acLivity, or cougar sighting event.

(k) "Dog hunter" means a person that owns and hunts wlth
doos I hal ârê r-an:lr'l a of deFar-l_i nrr- l_r¡nì¿i nrr .and l- rooi nn âI LL qvr:!rrY q¡ru Lrççf llv q

cougar.

(2) Public safety cougar removal authorization: I I1C

commission authorizes the director to issue public safety cougar

removaÌ permlts consistent with this rul-e. Prior to issuinq

public safety cougar removal permiLs, the department shaff use

ol-her r¡râr-J-ir:al afternatives to address a nnlrlir- safetrz neecl-yuvr!u úu!uL)/ rrvvv,

ì^¡l'.Ài-^ I ì,.¡eslock ôr net flenrer^l¡1_-i.OnS.JUver: vr _tJçL uçvrçuqul Other practi cal

alternatives may include, but are not limited to, general cougar

hunting seasons, general publ ì c information, educational

programs, information to recreational hrrntorq --̂- uga r

capture andr^l cnreri¡t i nn /k ill!v¡¡l i!- rtêrml l e and rlon: rlmanl

relocaLion/euthanasia of specific cougars.

(3) Public safety cougar removal crlteria:

(a) The commission determines that when the above practical

19 ors.1669.r



alternatives have been utilized within a game management unit,

eleven confirmed human-cougar interactions per year, of which at

least four must be confirmed human-cougar safety incidents or

livestock/peb depredations, therein demonsLrating that Lhe

practical alternatives have been inadequate to address the

public safety need. The director then is authorized by the

commission to remove one or more cougar, with the aid of dogs,

in a sefected area of that game management uniI or nearby

geographic area suitable for the use of dogs. The commission

authorlzes the director to remove one cougar per one hundred

twenLy square kilometers of compLainL area in preferred cougar

l^-l^..i + -+ --¡rrovr Lq L / qrru one cougar per f our hundred thirty Sguare

kilometers of complainL area in margina-L cougar habjtat.

(b) If warranted by conditions of Lhis ruIe, public safety

cougar removaf(s) will be conducted annually between December

lst and March 15th in selected areas of game management units

designated by the director to address a public safety need

presenLed by one or more cougar, excepl in game managemenL unr ts

j n ( (ehel anr el<anogan¡ Ferry¡ SËevens¡ and Pend erei I I e) )

counties where cougars will be removed to address public safety

and protection of property wiEh pilot cougar hunLing seasons

with the aid of doss authorized under WAC 232-28-285.

(c) The department shall not target more than one hundred

nine cougar during a pub I i c safety cougar remova I period unless

otherwise authorized by the commission.

(4) Publ-Lc safeLy cougar removal permíL rssuance procedure.

(a) To partì cipate i n a publ-Lc saf ety cougar removal ,

individuals must request that his/her name be placed on a list

20 ors. 1 669.r



of avallable participants (participant list) by mailing their
request to vrTashington Department of Fish and wil-dlif e,

Enforcement Program - Public Safety cougar Removaf, 600 capitol
Vüay North, Olympia, WA 98501-1091. The request must incfude the

individuaf's name, address, phone number, and game management

unlts being applied for. rndividuafs may appfy for no more than

four game management units. An indlviduaf's request to be

placed on a partlcipant list for a removal period must be

postmarked no later than October I, or be received at the

department's olympia office no rater than 5:oo p.m. on october

I, during the year the removal period begins.

(b) To be eligible for a pubtic safety cougar removal

permit (permit ) , the participant must be a Vrlashington resident
dog hunter who, at the time of application for a permrt,

possesses a valid big game license with cougar as a specfes

option. The permit holder must use doqs while participating in
a public safety cougar removal.

(c) rndividuals eligible for participation in a pubric

safety cougar removal will be randomly sefected from the
partlcipant list. The department will issue a permit to the
person whose name 1s sefected from the participant list.
rndividuafs selected wiÌl be notified b,y tefephone or ' maif.
Indlvlduals selected must contact the department's enforcement

program jn olympia and accepL the public safety cougar removal

permit withln fifteen days of beinq notified. Farlure to
contact the department will result in forfeit of the permit and

the indlvldual will be placed on the participant fist for later
selections. Permits may not be sold or reassigned.

2I oTS.1669.I



(d) Permit hol-ders and alI

the permit holder must complete

cougar removal education course

^,.1^t; ç^È.,
I/uurru ÒqrçLy COUgaf femOVaf .

individuals who wilf accompany

lho jon¡rl-monf ro n,ìl^'l i^ -rfolr¡ullç vçIJq! UILLçllL ù PLtrJJIIU DC!uuli

nrinr ]_n n¡rlì¡-ina]_ì-nr-JILTC-Lpd Lrng In a

(5) Public safety cougar removals: ^,.^+ ,,^+^- andvuuLa òyòLcrrr

participation in cougar removal.

(a) Pubfic safety cougar remova-Ls will be based on a quoLa

-..^!^* ..1^^-^ nêrm.i I holcle-- L-..-+ ,,^r i I ihe alf Obtedòy>LUlLl, wlItiLç yç!rrlrL lrv!uuLò iltÕy llullL uuuvor urrLrf t

numbers of cougar have been kifled from each game management

unit or March 15, whichever is fírst.

(b) Permit hol ders who harvest a cougar before January 15

m^\/ r-r^rnl inrro hrrnl_inrr fr-¡r a qar-onrl f-alrar.âr r^lil-h dnrrq The nermii

holder must purchase an addibional cougar transport tag to hunt

and harvest one additional cougar and the permit holder wilf be

issued a second permit. Permit holders who harvest a cougar

afLer January 15 are noL eligible Lo harvest a second cougar

u¡i J-l¡ rì¡aq

(c) To verify if the cougar removal season is open or

closed in each qame management unit, Lhe perm-Lb holders shalf

n¡l_ifr¡ Jha |on:rl_monllq onfnrr-omonl_ nr^^r:m in f\lrrmni¡ ,.,i1-l¡inrrvLrr J urru uul/ar uilru¡LL J çtll LrIL-UlttUllL Pr\r9Idllt f ll VayIttPrã WILllIll

l_r^ronl_r¡-fr¡rrr hnrrrq nrior t ¡ nrrhl ir- qâr-^I''-o exercrsfng --reLy (jougdr

rêmrì\¡âl nermiL.

(d) No more than four total individuals may participate per

^..1-l -i ^ --ç^+,l.,uuaau oorvul/ cougar removal, including the permit holder(s).

Only bhe permit holder, whose name appears on the permit/ may

+-l-^LONç O UVU\jqr,

(e) HunLers killing a cougar during a public safeLy cougar

removal must notify the department's enforcement program in

22 ors.1669.L



/r1"-^'l ^ '-'l +r^': r lrn¡cnFrz-fnrrr hOUf S af tef harrrest.i no thevfyrttlJfa wIL]III¡ uvvurruj rvu! lIUUt¡j dILeI Jl_- " COUgaf .

(f) The department reserves the right to accompany permjt

hofders while participating in a public safety cougar removaf.

(6) Pubfic safety cougar removal general requirements.

(a) A valid biq game hunting license which incfudes cougar

âq â qnê. r êq ^^+'i ^- 'i ^ -êCflti recl lo hf tnl cô¡ôâr ôna r-rìrrôârur a oyçurçÐ UPL-LOll _l S .L-y*,,-- ,,Unt' COUgaf

transport tag is included with a big game I icense that has

cougar as'a species option. A second cougar transport tag must

be purchased to take a second cougar. Individuals may

participate in muftiple public safety cougar removals, but must

purchase a cougar transport tag for each cougar removed.

Purchases in excess of two cougar transport tags must be made at
department offices.

(b) rt is unlawful to kill or possess spotted cougar

kittens or adult cougars accompanied by spotted kittens.
Individuafs sefected for a public safety cougar removal permit

may take one couqar per permlt.

(c) Hunters may use any lawful biq qame modern firearm,
archery, or muzzleloader equipmenL for hunLing cougar. The use

of dogs to hunt cougar is prohibited except during a public

safety cougar removal.

(d) Any person ûho takes a cougar must notify the

department within twenty-four hours of kill (excludino leqal
state holidays) and provide the hunter's name, date and location

of kill, and sex of animaf. The raw pelt of a cougar must be

co¡IaÀ trrz rn aUthOfized denarlmcnl- omnlor¡ee r^ril_hinoçqrçu p y arr autrìorl zeo C--y*' L urLr}- , seven Ly-two

hours of the notificatlon of kil1. Any person who takes a

cougar must present the couqar skul1, ln such a manner that
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teeth and bioloqical samples can be extracted, t.o an authorized

department employee at the time of sealing.

/a\ Tha nrrl-rl i r- qefal_rz r-.rrlr-r.âr romorz¡'l nermi I lnermi t \\u/ yuvttv u \

belongs L.o bhe state of Washington. The permi t hof der may be

required to reLurn to or turn over to the department the permit

\^/hên - i n the i rrdrrmenl_ of l_he den¡ rtmenl_ - lhe nermit hol derI LLL Lrrlvrr u t

violates any conditions of the permiL, violates trespass laws

while ac1_ino rrndor ì_h'i s nermil- ôr r¡ior-'^^ ^*her criminalvvllfru qçurrIY UIIUçI UIIIÐ yLLrrrt u, vrvIO.LCJ Clly ULl.

law or hunting regulation of the state while acting under this

nermil_ Tf lhe nermit holder is reonired to return to or turn

over to the department the permil-, the permit holder may request

an appeal of that action in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW.

^ññ^-'r -^^,.^-t shall be f iled in writ i ncr ancl retrrrned withinäPlJUdr IC9UCJL JttOf r UÇ rf f çU J ll W I rUrlly qrfv !uLu

I ' '^^+" 'r--'^ ^f the date of acti on and be addressed to WDFW LegaìLWUl. lLy L.tdyò (,r Lrlu uaLU ur ouL tutl G]]u

Services Office, 600 Capitol Way North, Olympia, Washington

98501-1091.

Istatutory Authority: RCW 11.12.041. 04-21-036 (Order 04-284),

S 232-T2-243, filed I0/14/04, effective 7I/14/04,' 03-I1-037

(order 03-186), S 232-12-243, filed B/I4/03, effectlve 9/I4/03;

02-11-013 (Order 02-IB3), S 232-12-243, filed B/9/02, effective

9/9/02; 0I-20-011 (Order 01-198), S 232-12-243, filed 9/20/0I,

effective 70 / 2I / 07 . )
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PROPOSED RULE MAKING
CR-102 (Jun e 2004)

(lmplements RCW 34.05.320)
Do NOT use for exoedited rule makino

Agency: Department of Fish and Wildlife

X Preproposal Statement of lnquiry was filed as WSR 08-03-114; or
_J Expedited Rule Making--Proposed notice was filed as WSR ; or
I Proposal is exempt under RGW 34.05.310(4).

X Original Notice
L_l Supplemental Notice to WSR
l--l Continuance of WSR

Title of rule and other identifying information: (Describe Subject)
WAC 232-28-285 2008-2009 Pilot cougar hunting seasons with the aid of dogs
WAC 232-28-272 2006-2007,2007-2008, and 2008-2009 Black bear and cougar hunting seasons and regulations
WAC 232-12-243 Public safety cougar removals

Hearing location(s):
Nalural Resources Building, Rm 172 WDFW Spokane Regional Office
1'l 1.1 Washington Street SE 2315 North D¡scovery Place
Olympia, WA 98501 Spokane Valley, WA 99216
(360) 902-2515 (509) 892-1001

Date: Julv 18, 2008 Time: 6:00 pm

Submit written comments to:
Name: Wildlife Program Commission Meeting Public Comments
Address: 600 Capitol Way North, Olympia WA 98501-1091
e-mail Wildthinq(Adf,¡/. wa.qov
fax (360)902-2162

By: Mondav, June 30, 2008

Assistance for persons with disabilities:

Contact: Susan Yeaqer by Julv 16, 2008

TTY (800) 833-6388 or (360) 902-2267Date of intended adoption: Auqust B-9, 2008
(Note: This is NOT the effective date)
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:

See Attachment A

Reasons supporting proposal:

See Attachment A

Statutory authority for adoption: 77 .12.047;71 .12.020 Statute bei n g imp lem e nte d: 7 7 . I 2.047 ; 7 7 .l 2.020

ls rule necessary because of a:
Federallaw? ^ ¡ yes X ruo
Federal Court Decision? = .

state court Decision? 
' ! Yes X ruo

tf ves. ctTATtoN: ! ves x t'lo

CODE REVISER USE ONLY

OFFICE OF THE CODE REVISER
5TATE OF WASHII{GTOlI

FlLEI]

DATE: June 04,2008
TIME: 10:38 AM

wsR 08-12-106

DATE

June 4, 2008
NAME

Lon Preuss
SIGNATURE

l-,*l¿r1à*^
TTTLE 2
Rules Coordinator



REVERSB SID
Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal
matters:
WAC 232-28-285 provides recommendation for implementation of ESHB 2438.

Name of proponent: (person or organization)
Washington Fish and Wlldlife Commission ' ! Private

n puol¡c

I Governmental

Name of agency personnel responsible for:
Name

Drafting..... .. .. Dave Brittell

Office Location

Natural Resources Building, Olympia

Phone

(306) 902-2504

lmplementation.... Dave Brittell Natural Resources Building, .Olympia (360) 902-2504

Enforcement........ Bruce Biork Natural Resources Building, Olympia (360) 902-2373

Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.8S RCW?

tr yes. Attach copy of small business economic impact statement.

A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

phone ( )
fax()
e-mail

X ttto. Explain why no statement was prepared.
These rules regulate recreational hunters and do not directly regulate small business.

ls a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.328?

n yes A preliminary coslbenefit analysis may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

phone 1 ;
fax()
e-mail

X ¡lo. Please explain: Not hydraulics rules.
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ATTACHMENT A

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Establishes pilot cougar with the aid of dogs in Chelan, Okanogan, Ferry, Stevens, and Pend Oreille counties for
the 2008-09 winter, plus other Washington counties that meet opt-in requirements from ESHB 2438. The
proposed changes to the existing rule include:
1) Replace the requirement that hunters must own dogs capable of treeing a cougar to be eligible for a permit,

with a requirement that prohibits payment for using dog-handler services.
2) Replace the logbook requirement with mandatory reporling using the toll-free cougar hotline.
3) Reduce the kill quotas by 40o/o to stabilize the cougar population at the current lower level and add kill quotas

for new counties that pafticipate in the pilot program.
4) Change the bag limit from 2 to 1 cougar.
5) Routine calendar date changes for the five counties continuing the pilot program.

At the date of this filing, only Klickitat County has met the basic requirements for inclusion in the pilot cougar hunt.
This filing serves as a public notice that other counties may request inclusion in the pilot cougar program up until
rule action by the Fish and Wildlife Commission in August 2008. On June I 9, 2008, the Depaftment of Fish and
Wìldlife will be presenting the draft cougar program to all county authorities and anticipates other counties may

consider requesting inclusion into the pilot cougar hunt program. Kill quotas for new counties opting into the pilot
cougar hunt program will be developed prior to the August Fish and Wìldlife Commission meeting and are
anticipated to be consistent with harvest levels that result in stable cougar populations.

The anticipated effects are to stabilize cougar populations in effected areas at current levels

Reasons supporting proposal:
Enhance public safety and provide a more effective cougar management program.

seasons and requlations

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Establishes general cougar seasons statewide The proposed change to the existing rule are to close the general
cougar season on November 30, 2008 rather than March 15, 2009 for new counties that participate in the pilot

cougar hunt with the aid of dogs. No anticipated effects to the cougar populations.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Enhance public safety and provide a more effective cougar management program.

WAC 232-12-243 Public.safetv couqar removals

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Establishes rules for public safety cougar remóvals in portions of GMUs statewide. The proposed change to the
existing rule is to discontinue the use of public safety cougar removals in GMUs within new counties that
participate in a pilot cougar hunt with the aid of dogs. No anticipated effects to the cougar populations

Reasons supporting proposal:
Enhance public safety and provide a more effective cougar management program
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