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.,GREEN SHEET''

Meeting: August 8-9, 2008

Agenda ltem 16: Game Management Plan - Briefing and Public Hearing

Prepared By: Dave Ware

Presented By: Dave Ware, Game Division Manager, Wildlife Program

Background:
The 2003-09 Game Management Plan (GMP) laid out an aggressive set of strategies designed to
address the most pressing issues for management of hunted wildlife. This briefing is to bring the
Commission up to date on the process used for updating the plan 'nor 2009-2015 and some of the
major issues covered in the plan.

Game management issues that have dominated the Department's attention and are covered in the
plan include:

. Cougar and black bear management to address public safety and property damage.

. Hunter access to private industrial timberlands, pheasant hunting areas, and waterfowl
areas was identified as one of the top priorities for hunters. While several strategies have
been accomplished to address hunter access, development of a stable funding source has
not been achieved.

' Greater coordination with Treaty tribes to cooperatively manage harvest and address
management issues. Relationships between the tribes and the state have made significant
improvements over the term of the GMP

. Expanded research and studies have been conducted to achieve several objectives.

. Several changes were made to accommodate greater deer and elk hunting opportunities for
youth, senior, and hunters with disabilities.

. Allocation of equitable hunting oppoftunities between archery, muzzleloader, and modern
firearm hunters was refined using stakeholders.

' Human - wildlife conflict resolution.
. There have been many other accomplishments, which were identified in a document

available on the Agency website.

Public opinion and hunter opinion surveys were recently completed to help identify priority issues
for the 2009-15 Game Management Plan. Major issues include: improved communication on game
management; hunter access to private lands; quality hunting oppodunities; road management;
hunting in urbanizing areas; management of predators; wildlife-human conflict; cooperative
management with Treaty tribes; and special permit application modifications. These issues will be
addressed in the GMP.

Policy lssue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration:
This briefing is to go over the major game management issues included in the plan, which will be
addressed by the Deparlment over the next six years.



Public involvement process used and what you learned:
The original Game Management Plan EIS completed in 2002 ulilized an extensive public process
involving thousands of comments. This document was updated for 2009-2015 through a
Supplemental EIS process. The Department has worked with the Game Management Advisory
Council; facilitated internal discussions and correspondence between field and headquarters staff;
conducted a scoping process involving several hundred comments; conducted two opinion surveys;
and taken comment on the draft SEIS. All of these ideas and comments have been considered for
incorporation into the Plan.

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking):
This is a briefing and public hearing. We will present the plan requesting the Commission approve
the plan at the September 5-6, 2008 Commission meeting.

Draft motion language:
None, briefing only.

Justification for Gommission action:
The public has identified many priority issues for the Department to address over the next six
years. A good understanding of those priorities is important to ensure support for future regulations
and policies that come to the Commission for consideration.




