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GREEN SHEET 
 

Meeting dates: November 7-8, 2008, Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting 

Agenda item: Columbia River Sturgeon Management—BRIEFING 

Staff Contact: Cindy LeFleur, Columbia River Policy Coordinator, IRM 

Presenter(s):  Bill Tweit, IRM— Columbia River/Distant Waters Policy Lead 
Pat Frazier, Region 5—Fish Program Manager 
Brad James, Fish Program—Sturgeon Biologist 

 
Background: 

 

In 2006, the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) adopted a policy for lower 
Columbia sturgeon management (POL-C3001) for 2006-2008 (attachment 1). This was the fourth 
consecutive policy guiding sturgeon management in the Columbia River; the first policy was adopted in 
1996. The current policy, which expires December 2008, was adopted to guide development of fishery 
management agreements with Oregon’s Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) and includes 
conservation principles, regulation consistency with Oregon sport and commercial allocation, and 
specific fishery management objectives. The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and 
ODFW have negotiated a series of three-year fishery management measures, which include total 
allowable harvest, specific sport and commercial fishery regulations, and population monitoring 
programs (attachment 2). These three-year management agreements have provided fishery stability 
within the annual management process and coincide with the ability to assess population trends in 
order to make recommendations for management adjustments.  

In 2008, WDFW staff members initiated development of a statewide white sturgeon management plan 
for Washington state waters. WDFW will work jointly with ODFW to complete that portion of the plan 
that includes the lower Columbia River. ODFW, in cooperation with WDFW, are in the process of 
developing an Oregon White Sturgeon Management and Conservation Plan (WSMCP) for the lower 
Columbia River. ODFW’s intent for the WSMCP is to examine factors and threats that are limiting the 
abundance and productivity of lower Columbia River white sturgeon and to identify critical unknowns 
and data gaps pursuant to these factors and threats. Population goals and objectives will be refined 
and strategies and actions will be developed to address the limiting factors and threats. The planning 
process will involve public input. A preliminary draft of the ODFW WSMCP is due to be completed  
April 2009. WDFW and ODFW staff members are recommending that the current three-year sturgeon 
management agreement between WDFW and ODFW be renewed for one year while the ODFW 
WSMCP is being developed, and the two agencies jointly develop an agreement for long-term sturgeon 
management. 

 
Stock Status 

• Legal-size population appears to be stable in the short-term 
• Concern with lack of growth of the legal-size population 
• Concern with predation of over-size fish – effectiveness of hazing program 
• Concern with reduction in sub-legal catch rates 
• Expect fishery reduction as result of conservation plan 
• Conservation plan will provide direction for additional population assessments  
• One-year extension of current agreement does not present a conservation risk for the 

population 
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Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 

Adopt a one-year Lower Columbia Sturgeon Policy for 2009 similar to existing Policy C-3001 
(attachment 1). Provide policy guidance to the WDFW Director for negotiation with ODFW to develop a 
one-year extension of the current joint agreement on sturgeon management. Policy guidance should 
confirm white and green sturgeon management objectives and guidelines for white sturgeon in the 
lower Columbia River for 2009. 

Public involvement process used and what you learned: 

Staff members from WDFW and ODFW will meet with the Columbia River Commercial and 
Recreational Advisory Groups October 2008 to present updated stock status information and solicit 
input on lower Columbia River sturgeon management plan and harvest strategies.   

Action requested:  

None, briefing only at this meeting, with decision scheduled for December. 

 

Draft motion language: 

Not Applicable 

 

Justification for Commission action: 

Not Applicable 
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