
NATURAL RESOURCES AND RECREATION 

Agency 477

Department of Fish and Wildlife

Recommendation Summary

Dollars in Thousands

General Fund State Other Funds Total Funds Annual FTEs

 1,548.9  110,357  237,799  348,156 2007-09 Expenditure Authority

 1,548.3  110,908  242,094  353,002 Total Maintenance Level
Difference (.6)  551  4,295  4,846 

 0.0%  0.5%  1.8%  1.4%Percent Change from Current Biennium

Performance Changes

(2.0) (300) (300)Eliminate Aviation Facility
(37.0) (7,655) (7,655)Balance To Available Revenue
(18.0) (2,200) (2,200)Reduce Wildlife Management
(17.0) (1,200) (1,200)Reduce Information Technology and Agency Management

(223) (223)Oil Spill Account Shortfall
(20.0) (2,100) (2,100)Reduce Habitat Protection

 880  880 Enhance Recreational Shellfish Opportunities
(7.0) (1,600) (1,600)Reduce Enforcement Officers

(784) (784)Reduce Outreach and Education
(55.0) (8,100) (8,100)Reduce Fish Production

 1,434  1,440  2,874 Employee Health Insurance
 294  294 Implement Hatchery Reform Actions

(4,730) (4,730)Governor-Directed Freeze
(1,080) (1,080)Governor-Directed 1% Cut
(2,088) (1,907) (3,995)Actuarial Method Changes #

Subtotal (156.0) (22,748) (7,171) (29,919)

 1,392.3  88,160  234,923  323,083 Total Proposed Budget
Difference (156.6) (22,197) (2,876) (25,073)

(10.1)% (20.1)% (1.2)% (7.2)%Percent Change from Current Biennium

PERFORMANCE LEVEL CHANGE DESCRIPTIONS

Eliminate Aviation Facility
The Department of Fish and Wildlife's aviation facility has been consolidated with the State Patrol and the 
Department of Natural Resources.  Funding is therefore eliminated for the Department's individual aviation 
activities.  Fish and Wildlife will contract with the State Patrol for future aviation needs.
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Balance To Available Revenue
Expenditure authority for two dedicated accounts is reduced to match available revenue.  A lower State Wildlife 
Account fund balance for 2009-11 will result in fish hatchery closures and reduction of other activities such as 
engineering, policy, business administration, enforcement, outreach and education, wildlife land management, and 
growth management technical assistance to local governments.  Of the state's 88 fish hatcheries, the five hatcheries 
to be closed either do not meet Hatchery Scientific Review Group recommendations to protect wild salmon or have 
production that can be transferred to a nearby facility.  Hatcheries to be closed are the Colville, Omak, Arlington, 
Mossyrock, and McKernan hatcheries.  These closures will have a net reduction in trout and non-endangered 
salmon production.  (Warm Water Game Fish Account-State, State Wildlife Account-State)

Reduce Wildlife Management
Funding is reduced for routine or ongoing collection of non-harvest related data to monitor the status and trend of 
known species populations and habitats, including an inventory of fish, wildlife and habitats.  There will be a 
reduction of data collected to determine whether elk and deer population levels meet recreational needs.  In 
addition, the number of habitat conservation and species management and recovery plans are reduced, affecting 
endangered species recovery planning.

Reduce Information Technology and Agency Management
Funding is reduced for the management and support of core agency functions such as executive management, 
administrative support, program budgeting and contracting, program inventory, records management, office 
support, policy development, and legislative activities.  Funding is also reduced for the development of 
non-hunting and fishing rules and policies.  And finally, funding for public meetings and travel costs to those 
meetings is reduced.

Oil Spill Account Shortfall
The Department of Fish and Wildlife's Oil Spill Team provides technical support to the Department of Ecology's 
oil spill planning and preparedness efforts.  Because of cost increases and flat to declining revenues, the account 
supporting this activity is facing a projected $7.5 million shortfall during the 2009-11 Biennium.  The shortfall will 
be addressed through a combination of ongoing expenditure and staffing reductions, as well as a one-time revenue 
transfer into the account.  The Department will participate in fewer oil spill response drills and conduct less 
response preparedness planning.  (Oil Spill Prevention Account-State)

Reduce Habitat Protection
The Department shares knowledge and expertise by providing technical assistance, guidelines, and 
recommendations internally and to outside sources such as watershed steward lead entity groups.  Funding is 
reduced for technical assistance, including policy development and negotiation, to improve opportunities for fish, 
wildlife and habitat protection.

Enhance Recreational Shellfish Opportunities
The Department has historically received capital funding to purchase Manila clam and Pacific oyster seed to 
maintain and increase recreational harvest opportunities as part of an intertidal shellfish program.  The program 
supports recreational harvest opportunities on approximately 20 public beaches.  Funding for the purchase of clam 
and oyster seeds is moved from the capital budget to the operating budget.  In addition, expenditure authority is 
provided from the Oyster Reserve Land Account to maintain shellfish opportunities.  (Aquatic Lands Enhancement 
Account-State, Oyster Reserve Land Account-State)

Reduce Enforcement Officers
The Department's officers are responsible for protecting the state's resources and endangered species.  Of the 137 
active commissioned enforcement officers, approximately seven positions will be eliminated during the 2009-11 
Biennium.

Reduce Outreach and Education
The Department currently receives $5.6 million per biennia from license fees to support hunter education, youth 
sport fishing, and other educational opportunities.  The subsidy of state general funds to help support hunter and 
other educational programs is reduced by 40 percent.
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Reduce Fish Production
The Department currently operates 88 fish hatcheries.  Two of these hatcheries will be closed and production will 
be reduced at other hatcheries as a result of reduced state general funds.  The Bellingham hatchery will be closed 
because it is in significant disrepair and trout production can be transferred to a nearby facility.  The Palmer Ponds 
hatchery will be closed because it is co-located on the Green River with other hatcheries that can maintain 
production.  Funding is also reduced for shellfish management, including oyster and razor clam seeding, and 
marine investigations for rockfish conservation.

Implement Hatchery Reform Actions
According to the Hatchery Scientific Review Group (HSRG), modifications to hatchery programs are needed to 
restore wild salmon and steelhead, and to maintain fishing opportunities.  While hatchery programs provide the 
majority of fishing opportunities, they have also been identified as a factor contributing to the decline of many of 
the salmon and steelhead listed under the federal Endangered Species Act.  Funding is provided to implement 
HSRG's priority recommendations to improve protection of wild salmon through modifications to hatchery 
programs, including the collection of wild fish stocks and development of recovery indicators for salmon and 
steelhead populations.  (Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account-State)
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