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Governor Christine Gregoire’s RequestGovernor Christine Gregoire’s Request

“To allow us to fully educate the public on the importance 
of fishing, I would like the Commission to summarize the 
economic benefit that our commercial and recreationaleconomic benefit that our commercial and recreational 
fisheries provide the state. While sustainable fishing 
practices must be consistent with conservation needs of 
th fi h b th fi h i h i t t i lthe fish, both fisheries have an important economic role, 
particularly in our rural communities.”
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Study ObjectivesStudy Objectives

Identify affected fisheries and their beneficiaries
Establish conceptual foundation (net economic values 
and economic impacts)and economic impacts) 
Characterize commercial and sport fishing activity 
(catch and effort) by species groups 
E t bli h t t id t i l d i tEstablish statewide net economic values and impacts 
(jobs, earnings) associated with commercial and sport 
fisheries 
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Net Economic Values and
Economic Impacts 

Two widely used but distinctly 
different measures
Net economic values (net profitsNet economic values (net profits, 
angler surplus values)         assess 
“value added” contributions
Economic impacts (jobs, personal 
income)         assess economic 
development contributionsdevelopment contributions
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Economic Impacts –p
Total Jobs Supported

Recreational Fisheries,
Nonresident Anglers -

932 Jobs

Commercial Fisheries
(WA waters only) -

3,524 Jobs

Recreational Fisheries, Resident Anglers -, g
11,918 Jobs
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Economic Impacts – Totalp
Personal Income Generated

Recreational Income$30.6 million

Recreational
Fi h i

Fisheries,
Non-resident

Anglers

$346 1 million

$30.6 million

Commercial
Fisheries

Fisheries,
Resident Anglers

$346.1 million

$148.0 million

0.0 50.0 100.0 150.0 200.0 250.0 300.0 350.0 400.0

(WA waters only)
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Commercial Fisheries – Total Personal 
Income by Species Group
Total = $148.0 million

Other Anadromous and 
Eggs - $4.4 million

Salmon - $21.3 million
Pacific Halibut-

$0.7 million

Shellfish - $79.9 million
Groundfish - $41.7

million
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Commercial Fisheries – Relative Contribution of 
Harvest (Ex-Vessel) Values from State Waters and ( )
Other Non-Treaty Commercial Landings

C %Excluded Catch Areas - 12% 
(AK and OR)

Washington FisheriesFisheries --
Aquaculture 44%

Washington Fisheries Fisheries 
35%35%

West Coast Offshore - 9%
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Recreational Fisheries – Anglers and g
Angler Days

Resident Anglers Non-resident Anglersg
725,000 anglers

8.5 million angler days

12 d l

g
98,000 anglers

615,000 angler days

6 d l

State Comparison: Average Number of Angler Days per Angler

12 days per angler 6 days per angler

14 6

11.1

15.8National Average

CA

OR

0.0 2.0 4.0 6.0 8.0 10.0 12.0 14.0 16.0 18.0

12.1

14.6OR

WA
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Recreational Fisheries - Relative Share of Angler g
Days by Target Species Group

Shellfish - 5%
Other - 6%

Warmwater species -
22%

Salmon 24%
Steelhead - 10%

T t 33%

Salmon - 24%

Trout - 33%

Economic Analysis of the Non-Treaty Commercial and Recreational Fisheries in Washington State in 2006

Commission  Presentation
January 9-10

WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Information subject 
to changes and amendments over time 10



Recreational Fisheries – Angler g
Expenditures

Trip-Related 
Expenditures -

Expenditures on 
Fishing-Related 

Equipment -
$549.9 million

p
$354.9 million
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Recreational Fisheries – Percent of Total 
Personal Income by Business Sector
Total Personal Income = $376.7 million

Food and Lodging -
11%

Transportation - 4%

Other Sectors - 54% Sporting Goods - 23%

Recreation Equipment 
Rental - 1%

Recreation Services - 7%
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Questions???
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