
“GREEN SHEET” 
Meeting dates: 
 

March 6-7, 2009, Commission Meeting 

Agenda item # 3  :  
 

2009 Salmon Forecasts, Conservation Needs & Fishing 
Opportunities 

Staff Contact:   
 

John Long, Statewide Anadromous Fishery Manager, Fish 
Program 
 

Presenter(s):   John Long, Statewide Anadromous Fishery Manager, Fish 
Program, and 
Pat Pattillo, Anadromous Policy Coordinator, Intergovernmental 
Resource Management  
 

Background:   
Per request by the Commission (blue sheet March 8, 2008, attached)  to have 
Department staff present a summary of the 2009 salmon abundance forecasts, and to 
discuss implications for addressing conservation of stocks and planning fisheries within 
the annual North of Falcon process.   Staff will also brief the Commission on outcomes 
of discussions with stakeholders at the first public meeting of the 2009 North of Falcon 
planning season conducted in Olympia on March 3. 
Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration:  
None 
 
Public involvement process used and what you learned:   
Material presented will be based on annual presentation on forecasts provided at the 
first Public North of Falcon meeting on March 3, 2009 and available on the 
Department’s North of Falcon website.  Regional discussions of resource conservation 
issues and the initial view of likely 2009 fishery opportunities or regulations will be 
conducted at the March 3 meeting. 
 
Action requested:  
Briefing only. 
 
Draft motion language: 
N/A 
 
Justification for Commission action: 
N/A 
 
Communications Plan:   
A PowerPoint presentation summarizing the expected abundance forecasts will be 
provided.   
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 COMMISSION REQUEST TO DEPARTMENT 

(a.k.a. “blue sheet”) 
 
 
 
 
Title of Request: Statewide Salmon Forecasts 
 
Commissioner:  _Mahnken________                                                                    
                                   
 
Priority Level (put one check in each row):   
 

Importance: [  ]  High  [X ]  Medium  [   ]  Low  
 

Urgency: [  ]  High   [X]  Medium  [   ]  Low  
 
 
Date Requested:     Mar. 8, 2008        Date Assigned:  ____Mar. 11, 2008___                         
                                   
 
Assigned To (Program/staff person):  Fish Program, lead; with IRM    
    
 
Requested Due Date:          June 6-7, 2008     [postponed to March 2009] 
 
 
Knowledge or Action Being Requested (narrative).  Describe what you want to 
know.  Be specific. 
 
Department to present to the full Commission the briefing given to the fish committee March 7, 
2008, on salmon forecasts statewide.  Include implications for fisheries, conservation of stocks 
and options for shaping fisheries.  Brief the Commission annually thereafter. 
 
Output Requested (e.g., telephone call, memo, material from files, new report, 
presentation, other): 
 
Presentation / briefing at near future Commission meeting, then annually thereafter. 



NEWS RELEASE 
WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

600 Capitol Way North, Olympia, Washington 98501-1091 
Internet Address: http://wdfw.wa.gov 

February 18, 2009           Contact: Pat Pattillo, (360) 902-2705 
 

Public meeting scheduled March 3  
on 2009 salmon forecast 

 
OLYMPIA – Anglers, commercial fishers and others interested in Washington state 
salmon fisheries can get a preview of this year's salmon returns and proposed fishing 
seasons during a public meeting here March 3. 
 
Kicking off the annual salmon season-setting process, the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) will present initial forecasts – compiled by state and tribal 
biologists – of 2009 salmon returns. The meeting is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the General Administration Building Auditorium at 11th Ave. and Columbia St. on the 
Capitol Campus. 
 
Those attending the meeting will have an opportunity to talk to fishery managers about 
the pre-season forecasts and participate in work sessions focusing on key salmon-
management issues in the region.  
 
Public review of WDFW’s pre-season salmon forecasts marks the start of the annual 
“North of Falcon” season-setting process. Throughout March and early April, state, tribal 
and federal fisheries managers will meet to establish salmon seasons for Puget Sound, 
the Columbia River and Washington coastal areas. 
 
“Public input is an important part of this process,” said Pat Pattillo, salmon policy 
coordinator for WDFW. “I encourage people who have an interest in recreational and 
commercial salmon fisheries to get involved in these discussions and take part in the 
development of upcoming fishing seasons.”  
 
Leading up to this year’s North of Falcon, WDFW held two public workshops to discuss 
legal, technical and policy issues regarding the salmon season-setting process. The 
workshops were designed to help broaden the understanding of the development of 
fishing seasons, particularly the importance of conservation, said Pattillo.  
 
Although anglers likely will have a range of fishing opportunities this year, restrictions 
will be needed in some areas to protect wild salmon, including those listed under the 
federal Endangered Species Act. 
 



“Our first priority is protecting and recovering wild salmon,” Pattillo said. “That can be 
accomplished while still providing significant fishing opportunities on abundant hatchery 
fish and healthy wild populations.” 
 
The North of Falcon process is held in conjunction with public meetings conducted by 
the Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC), which establishes fishing seasons in 
ocean water three to 200 miles off the Pacific coast. 
 
Final adoption of the 2009 salmon fisheries is scheduled for April 9 at the PFMC 
meeting in Millbrae, Calif. 
 
More information about the North of Falcon process is available on WDFW’s website at 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/northfalcon/index.htm, which will be updated periodically 
throughout the salmon season-setting process. 
 
Other key North of Falcon meetings, all open to the public, are as follows: 

• March 4 – Grays Harbor fisheries discussion, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., Montesano City Hall, 
112 N. Main St., Montesano. 

• March 5 – Willapa Bay fisheries discussion, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., Raymond Elks Lodge, 
326 Third St., Raymond. 

• March 8-13 – Pacific Fishery Management Council, Seattle Airport Marriot Hotel, 
3201 S. 176th St., SeaTac. 

• March 11 – Puget Sound commercial fisheries discussion, 10 a.m.-noon, WDFW 
Mill Creek Office, 16018 Mill Creek Blvd., Mill Creek. 

• March 11 – Puget Sound recreational fisheries discussion, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., WDFW 
Mill Creek Office, 16018 Mill Creek Blvd., Mill Creek. 

• March 16 – Columbia River fisheries discussion, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Vancouver Water 
Resources Education Center, 4600 S.E. Columbia Way, Vancouver, Wash. 

• March 17 – First North of Falcon meeting, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Lacey Community 
Center, 6729 Pacific Ave. S.E., Lacey. 

• March 19 – Final Grays Harbor and Willapa Bay fisheries meeting, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Room 172 of the Natural Resources Building, 1111 Washington St. S.E., 
Olympia. 

• March 19 – North of Falcon salmon fisheries discussion, 6 p.m.-9 p.m. Benton 
PUD, 2721 W. 10th Ave., Kennewick. 

• March 30 – Pacific Fishery Management Council public hearing, 7 p.m., Chateau 
Westport, 710 W. Hancock St., Westport. 

• March 31 – Second North of Falcon meeting, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Embassy Suites 
Hotel, 20610 44th Ave. W., Lynnwood. 

• April 4-9 – Final Pacific Fishery Management Council meeting, 1 Old Bayshore 
Highway, Millbrae, Calif.  
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Puget Sound Chinook mark-selective recreational seasons under consideration for 2009-10 

 
MSF Closed in 2008 MSF Non-selective in 2008 

 

Summary description of each mark-selective fishery under consideration relative to the 2008 seasons: 

 

a. Areas 9&10 summer – Manage MSF as season (July 16-August 31),  approximately 2x catch increase  

b. Areas 5&6  summer – Expand Area 6 for MSF & increase season length by one week – (either July 1-Aug 15, or, June 16-July 31)  

c. Area 7 winter – add 2.5 months MSF  

d. Areas 8.1 & 8.2 winter – restore two of three months closed in 2007 for MSF  

e. Area 10 winter – add ½ month MSF; convert non-selective to MSF 1 ½ months  

f. Area 11 winter – add one month MSF; convert non-selective to MSF two months  

g. Area 12 winter – add one month MSF; convert non-selective to MSF two months  

h. Area 12 summer – open north of Ayock Pt. for MSF; convert non-selective to MSF south of Ayock Pt.  

Area May Jun   Jul Aug Sep   Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr 

5           MSF MSF MSF NR NR NR                         

6           MSF MSF MSF NR NR NR                         

7                                 MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF   MSF 

81               NR NR NR NR   Oak Har MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF 

82               NR NR NR NR   NR South MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF 

9             MSF MSF MSF NR NR   NR NR MSF MSF       MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF   

10     C&R C&R   NR MSF MSF MSF NR NR   MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF             

11     MSF MSF   MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF             MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF 

12           MSF   MSF MSF   MSF MSF   MSF             MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF 

13 MSF MSF MSF MSF   MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF MSF                 

                           

NR Chinook Non-Retention    Non-MSF   Closed MSF Mark Selective C&R Salmon Catch and Release    
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