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Meeting:

Agenda ltem 9:

Prepared By:

Presented By:

March 6-7,2009

Landowner Hunting Permits - Rule Briefing and Public Hearing

Mick Cope

Mick Cope, Upland Game Section Manager, Wildlife Program

Background:
Department staff will brief the Commission on proposed amendments to WAC 232-28-295
Landowner hunting permits.

The Landowner Hunting Permit (LHP) program is designed to increase hunter access to private
lands and to help some landowners address long-standing elk damage issues. ln 2008, 70 deer' and 141elk permits were allocated to 5 LHP contractors with 87 (41o/o) of them being "general
public" permits (i.e., those that allowed hunting without a landowner access fee) and 124 (59o/o)
"landowne/' permits (i.e., those that allowed landowners to charge an access fee to utilize the
permit). Hunting opportunity was split between antlerless (51o/o), antlered only (8%), and any
deer/elk (40Yo). Hunting took place on LHP lands between August 1, 2008 and March 31, 2009.
This amendment identifies hunting season dates and permit levels for 2009-10 on four existing LHP
eqqpqators and one new cooperator near Yakima, while removing one cooperator (4-O Ranch).

Policy lssue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration:
Continue the landowner-hunting permit program that provides public hunting access to private
lands and addresses damaqe concerns.

fublic involvement process used and what you learned:
The Department conducted an extensive public involvement process to develop these three-year
hunting season cycle recommendations. ln June 2008, the Department received nearly 4,000
responses to a scoping survey that was developed to determine the major issues that were
important to the public. After the initial scoping phase, the issues were refined and preferred
alternatives to address those issues were developed. The alternatives were discussed at more than
ten public meetings held throughout the state in August and September. Nearly 5,000 people
commented on the Alternatives, which were presented at the public meetings and available online
for approximately seven weeks. ln early January, an email was sent to over 50,000 hunters
announcing that the proposed recommendations were online and would be available for comment
until February 20. A postcard was mailed to approximately 800 organizations and individuals

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking):
Take public comment. Adoption is planned for the April2-3-4, 2009 Commission meeting in
Olympia.

Draft motion language:
N/A

Justification for Gommission action:
N/A



Gommunications plan:
. News Release
. Hunting Pamphlets
. Direct emailto approximately 55,000 hunters
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AMENDATORY SBCTION (Amending Order 08-78, filed 4/78/08, effective

5/re/08)

WAC 232-28-295 Landowner hunting pemits. A l-andowner may

enter into a contract with the department and establish boundaries

and other requirements for hunter access consistent with commission

policy.

Hunters must possess both an access permit from the l-andowner and

a hunting permit from the department when hunting on l-ands .and for

species covered under contract.

(1) Buckrun

Buckrun j-s located in Grant County, near the töwn of Vrlilson Creek.

((

and is in Èhe eenÈraeÈ beÈireen Buelcrun and Èhe deparÈmenÈ=) )

Hunting on Buckrún is managed for a qual-ity experience by scheduling

hunt dates and keepj-ng the number of hunters in the field l-ow.

Hunters with l-imited flexibility for hunt dates may experience

scheduling problems. Hunters can generally expect one day hunts

during tÞg pgf$it seasols with written authorization from the Buckrun

manager. All hunters must check in and out on hunt day.

( (S'ehed*+le) ) Hunts ( (i+ed¡ranee) ) will be scheduled on a first come

basis by calling 509-345-2517 in advance.

Deer

( (3€€s) ) 2009 Buckrun Landowner Eunting Pernits

The manager of Buckrun will distrj-bute these hunting permits. An

access fee may be charged in order to utilize these permits. No

access fee wiII be charged for the raffl-e permit winners. Only
ors.211_6.1



hunters possessing a modern firearm deer tag are eligibJ-e for permits

on Buckrun properties. Contact the manager at 509-345-2511 for

additional- information.

Buckrun 30 Sept. I - Dec. 3l

Buckrun l0 (S€Éf) Oct.26 - Dec.3l
Raffle

Deer

( (2eeg) ) 2009 Buckrun Special Hunting Pe¡:nits

Hunters apply to the Washington department of fish and wildlife for

these permits. Only hunters possessing a modern firearm deer tag

are eligible for Buckrun special permits. Al-l- hunters must check

in and out ( (ea+u,n++alf) ) . Schedule hunts in advance by calling

509-34 5-2517 .

Hunt Name Permit Permit Season Special Restrictions Boundary Description
Number

Buckrun l0 Sept. I - Dec. 3l Antlerless Mule Deer or any Buckrun
Whitetail Deer

Hunt Name Quota
Buckrun l0

I{untl{emc
4-€4a*la
eempany

Access Season
Sept. I - Dec. 3l

Special Restrictions
Antlerless Mule Deer
or any Whitetail Deer

Any deer

Any deer

Boundary Description
Buckrun

Buckrun

Buckrun

Ceüf,dar3ÉÐ€s€r¡p+ien
¿+ee*Ueempan+

aü€to
z

Á¿ecse-Scece*

W
Spce¡el*os*¡+¡ens

Ary+'ull

ors.2116.1
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ffi
Ilun+l{amc Permil

NumbcrÆ+
rùIhi+s+eile*

Bü€k

Pc+nit$cese*

à¡eYrl*.23

åcccce{ceeer

ee+Jfl9

Access Season
Aug. l-March3l

Aug. l-March3l

Silver Do].].ar

the l¡'lashington

Spceief*cs*ie+iene

@i*

SpeeialR€ât+i€t¡ers

lv{ul+'Ðeeç-
+ø-mi*

Special Restrictions
Any Elk

Antlerless

*u*e+ylesorþtie*

4-e€eH€4enrpeay

*eenaeryÐ€scrÞtie*

4-e4a#l€€€mpany

Boundary Description
Silver Dollar

Silver Dollar

{€+) ) Si].ver Dollar Association

The Silver Doll-ar Association is located in Yakima and Benton

counties, oû the western edge of the Hanford Reservation. A legal

description of the property is in the contract between the Silver
Dollar Association and the department.

( (3€eg) ) 2009-10 Silver DoIIar Association Landowner llunting Pemits

The manager of the Silver Doll-ar Association wil-l- distribute these

hunti-ng permits. An access fee may be charged in order to utilize
these permì-ts.

Elk

ffuJ=+ee=
I{untNeme

4êl4t*+
Ðee+Buek

Pcrmil
Nunbcr

z

Hunt Name
Silver Dollar

Silver Dollar

( (2€e8) ) 2009-10

Hunters apply to

these permj-ts.

EIK

Quota
24

8

Special Hunting Pe¡mits

department of fish and w1l-dl-ife for

Hunt Name

Silver Dollar

Silver Dollar
Antlerless Elk

Permit
Number

8

6

Permit Season

Aug. I -March3l

Aug. I -March3l

Special Restrictions

Youth Only, Any Elk

Youth Only, Antlerless Elk
Only

4

Boundary Description

Silver Dollar

Silver Dollar

ors.2116.1



Silver Dollar 2 Aug. I - March 3l Persons of Disability Only, Silver Dollar
Antlerless Elk Antlerless Elk Only

( ({:4+) ) (3 ) Blackrock Ranches

Blackrock Ranches j-s located in Yakima County, u/est of the Hanford

Reservation. A legal description of the property is in the contract
between Bl-ackrock Ranches and the department.

( (3€€g) ) 29,q9-10 Btrackrock Ranches Landowner Hunting pernits

The manager of Bl-ackrock Ranches will distribute these hunting
permits. An access fee may be charged j-n order to utilize these

permits

Elk
Hunt Name Quota Access Season Special Restrictions Boundary DescriptionBlackrock 6 Aug. I - March 3l Any Elk Black¡ock Rancñes

Ranches
Blackrock 6 Aug. I - March 31 Antlerless Blackrock Ranches
Ranches

( (3€eg) ) 2009-10 Blackrock Ranches speciar Hunting pernits

Hunters appfy to the Vrlashington department of fish and wil-dlife for

these permits.

EIK

Hunt Name Permit Permit Season Special Restrictions Boundary Description
Number

Blackrock I Aug. I - March 3l Any Elk Blackrock Ranches
Ranches
Blackrock 3 Aug. I - March 3l Antlerless Only Blackrock Ranches
Ranches
Blackrock I Aug. I - March 3l Youth Only, Any Elk Blackrock Ranches
Ranches
Blackrock 3 Aug. I - March 3l Youth Only, Antlerless Only Blackrock Ranches
Ranches

( ({+) ) (4 ) Teanaway Ranch

The Teanaway Ranch is located in Kittitas County, 7 mj-l-es west of

CIe El-um. A legal descrj-ption of the property is in the contract

between the Teanah¡ay Ranch and the department.

ors.2116.1



( (2€eg) ) 2009-10 Teanaway Landowner Hunting Petmits

The manager of the Teanaway Ranch will distribute this hunting

permit. An access fee may be charged in order to utilize this permit.

Elk

( (2€eg) ) 2009-10 Teanaway SpecS.a]. Hunting

Hunters appfy to the Vüashington department

this permit.

Hunt Name
Teanaway

Ranch'

ELK

Hunt Name
Teanaway

Ranch

Access Season
((l.lev=J9)) Oct.

I - Jan.3l

Access Season
((Ne\Ag)) Oct.

I - Jan. 3l

Access Season
Nov.2 - Dec.3l

Access Season
Nov.2-Dec.31

Soecial Restrictions
Anv Buck

Soecial Restrictions
Anv Bull

Quota
1

Quota
I

Special Restrictions
Any Bull

Special Restrictions
Any Bull

Boundary Description
Teanaway Ranch

Pe¡:mits

of fish and wil-dlife for

Boundary Description
Teanaway Ranch

(5) Pine Mountain Ranch

of Yakima. A legal- description of the property is in the contract

between the Pj-ne Mountaln Ranch and the department.

2009 Pine Mountain Ranch Landowner Huntila@iþ

permits. An access fee may be charged in order to utilize the,se

permits.

Deer
Boundarv Descriotion
Pine Mountain Ranch

Boundarv Descriotion

-

Pine Mountain Ranch

The Pine Mountain Ranch is Iocated in Yakima County, l-4 miles \^/est

ors.2116.1



2009 Pine Mountain Ranch Special Hunting Pe¡:nits

Hunters appl-y to Vrlashi-ngton department of fish and wildlife for these

permj-ts.

Deer

Hunt Name
Pine Mountain

Ranch

Access Season
Nov.2 - Dec.31

Soecial Restrictions
Youlh Qnlv.,âny Buck

Soecial Restrictions
Youth Only. Anv Bull

Boundarv Descriotion

-

Pine Mopntain Ranch

Boundarv Descrintion
Pine Mountain Ranch

I Statutory Authority: RCI/ü 11 .1,2 .0 4''] , 11 . L2 .020 , 11 . L2 .5'7 0 ,

11.12.2l-0. 08-09-090 (order 08-78), S 232-28-295, filed 4/I8/08,

ef f ective 5 /1,9 / 08; 01-71-049 (Order 01-166) , S 232-28-295, f iJ-ed

B/9/01, effective 9/9/01; 07-11-017 (Order 01-62), S 232-28-295,

filed 5/3/01, effective 6/3/01 . Statutory Authority: RCi/ü

11 .12.047. 07-0I-049 (order 06-300), S 232-28-295, fi-led 12/14/06,

effective 7/74/01; 06-11-032 (Order 06-92) , S 232-28-295, filed

5/8/06, effective 6/8/06. Statutory Authorj-ty:. RCI/ü 11 .L2.041 ,

17.12.020. 06-04-066 (Order 06-09), S 232-28-295, filed I/30/06,

effective 3/2/06.)

ors.2116.1



WAC 232-28-295 Landowner hunting permits

RECOMMENDED ADJUSTMENTS

The following adjustments a¡e proposed since the Code Reviser (CR-102) filing and are already
included in your notebook.

Pase 7

Under Pinç Mount4in Rançh LHP Speciql4unti4e Pe{mitl@ublic opportunity), change "Any
Bull" to "Youth Only, Any Bull". This change is based on a negotiated agreement with the
landowner.



SUMMARY OF WRITTEN PUBLIC INPUT

V/AC 232-28-295 Landowner hunting permits

COMMENTS AGENCY RESPONSE
Make it easier and more beneficial for private
land owners to let the public hunt on their land.

Make it easier for those landowners to stay in
the program and not want to opt out once their
contract is over.

The Department will continue to identifr new
ways to improve the private lands access
program, both for the landowner and the
hunter.





PROPOSED RULE MAKING
CR-102 (June 2004)

(lmplements RCW 34.05.320)
Do NOT ¡ tsa fnr cvncdifcd n rle makinn

Agency: Department of Fish and Wildlife

\l Preproposal Statement of Inquiry was filed as WSR 08-10-108 & 08-24-103 ; or
] Expedited Rule Making-Proposed notice was filed as WSR i or
] Proposal is exempt under RGW 34.05.310(4).

Xff
Original Notice
Supplemental Notice to WSR _
Gontinuance of WSR

Title of rule and other identifying information: (Describe Subject)
Hunting Rules - See Attachment A

Hearing location(s):
Ellensburg Qualig lnn and Conference Center
1700 Canyon Road
Ellensburg, WA 98926
(50s) 925-9800

Date: March 6-7. 2009 Time: 8:00 am

Submit written commenG to:
Name: Wildlife Program Commission Meeting Public Comments
Address: 600 CapitolWay North, Olympia WA 98501-1091
e-mail Wildthino(@dfw.wa.oov
tax (3ô0) 902-2162

By: Fridav. Februarv 20. 2009

Assistance for persons with disabilities:

Contact: Susan Yeaoer by March 1.2009

TTY (800) 833-6388 or (360) 902-2267
Date of intended adoption: Aoril 2-34. 2009
(Note: This is NOT the effective date)

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
See Attachment A

Reasons supporting proposal:
See Attachment A

Statutory authority for adoption: 77.12.047 ; 77.12.020; 77.12.570;
77 .12.210; 77 .12.015; 77 .12.240;77 .12.040;77 .32.155

Statute bei n g im plem enled= 7 7 .12.047 ; 7 7 .12.020; 7 7 .1 2.57 0;
77 .12.210; 77 .12.015; 77 .12.240; 77 .12.040;77 .32.155

ls rule necessary because of a:
Federal Law?
.Federal court Decisiona ! ves X ¡lo

state court Decision? ' ! Yes X ruo

lf yes, CITATIoN: ! Yes X tt¡o

CODE REVISER USE ONLY

OFFICE OF THE CODE REVISER
STATE OF WASHIHGTO]I

FILED

DATE: January 21 ,2OOg
TIME: l1 :44 AM

wsR 09-03-l r r

DATE
Januarv 21.2OOg

NATTIE

Lori Preuss

srcNAruRE L*l\P-*t
TTTLE 1
Rules Coordinator



PLETE REVERSE

Agency côhments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal
matters:
None

Name of proponent: (person or organization)
Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission

n Private

E puol¡c

X Governmental

Name of agency personnel responsible for:
Name

Drafting............... Dave Brittell

Office Location

Natural Resources Building, Olympia

Phone

(306) 902-2504

lmplementation.... Dave Brittell Natural Resources Building, Olympia (360) 902-2504

Enforcement.........Bruce Bjork Natural Resources Building, Olympia (360) 902-2373

Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW?

n yes. Attach copy of small business economic impact statement.

A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

phone ( )
fax()
e-mail

X ruo. Explain why no statement was prepared.
These rules regulate recreational hunters and do not directly regulate small business.

ls a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.328?

! Yes A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

phone ( )
fax()
e-mail

X trto: Please explain: Not hydraulics rules.

11



ATTACHMENT A

WAC 232-12-047 Unlawful methods for huntino

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Amendments to this rule help clarify the title of the WAC which deals with more than firearms. The proposal
clarifles language related to using handguns for hunting and also removes a conflict with the muzzleloading
equipment WAC that proposes to allow muzzleloading handguns for hunting. The proposal would also allow
crossbows to be used in firearm restriction areas as designated by the Fish and Wildlife Commission. Currently
only hunters with disabilities that meet certain criteria are allowed to use crossbows.

Reasons supporting proposal:
To provide more flexibility in designing hunting seasons that address urban and suburban big game issues by
allowing crossbows in some situations. The proposal also removes a conflict with a proposed change in the
muzzleloading equipment WAC.

WAC 232-1 2-051 Muzzleloadins firearms

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of the proposal is to clarify language related to lawful ignition systems for muzzleloading firearms.
The proposal also no longer restricts projectiles to lead only. The proposalwould allow muzzleloading handguns
to be used for hunting b¡g game and clarifies muzzleloading handgun use for small game. Also the proposal
would allow modern handguns to be canied for personal protection during a muzzleloader season.

Reasons supporting proposal:
To help clarify what types of muzzleloader equipment is lawful for hunting; allow hunters more flexibility in the
types of projectiles they are allowed to use; removes an unnecessary restriction related to using muzzleloading
handguns for big game and clarifies other allowed uses for muzzleloading handguns; and allows muzzleloader
hunters to carry handguns for personal safety as long as they are not in conflict with existing big game hunting
season restrictions.

WAC 232-12-0f,4 Archeru requirements - Archeru special use permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of the proposal is to allow modern handguns to be canied for personal protection during an archery
season and allow the use of crossbows in firearm restriction areas as designated by the Fish and Wildlife
Commission.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposal would provide more flexibility in designing hunting seasons that address urban and suburban big
game issues by allowing crossbows in some situations. The proposal would also allow archery hunters to carry
handguns for personal safety as long as they are not in conflict with existing big game hunting season restrictions.

WAC 232-12-055 Huntins - Hunter oranse clothins requirements

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed amendments help clarify which hunters are required to wear hunter orange clothing. The
clarification is for hunting during modern flrearm seasons and for modern firearm deer and elk permit holders.

Reasons supporting proposal :

ln the past, it has not been very clear whether archery and muzzleloader deer and elk hunters were required to
wear hunter orange clothing outside of general seasons for modern firearm hunters.

WAC 232-12-062 Partv huntins

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
To develop a definition of party hunting and clarify that it is illegal to hunt for another person's big game animal or
turkey.

Reasons supporting proposal:
To clarify that party hunting for big game and turkeys is illegal.

1,2



WAC 232-12-068 Nontoxic shot requirements

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The rule will provide additional nontoxic shot seleclions for waterfowl, coot, and snipe hunters.

Reasons supporting proposal:
To improve recreational opportunity and protect waterfowl resources.

WAC 232-72-227 Hunter education trainÍnø prosram requirements

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose behind the proposal is to minimize confusion and avoid possible mistakes by license vendors.

Currently subsection (4) authorizes an individual who has a Washíngton hunting license from a preceding year to
show that license and purchase a subsequent hunting license even if the initial license was not issued in

compliance with the hunter education training requirement. The proposal will allow individuals to purchase a
Washington hunting license only if they have a hunter education certificate or are identified as previous
Washington hunters in the current license data system.

Reasons supporting proposal :

The proposal ensures that only hunter education graduates or individuals currently identified as hunting-license
buyers within the WDFW license data system are eligible to purchase.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed amendment to this rule would authorize the Director to administer and issue special use permits to
hunters with disabilities.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Accommodations that allow persons with disabilities to participate in Department programs are required by the
Americans with Disabilities Act. Special use permits allow the Director to evaluate applications and provide
accommodations where appropriate.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
This proposal is to implement recently passed legislation authorizing the Commission to establish rules for
providing special hunting and fishing opportunities for terminally ill persons. ln the proposal, the Director is
authorized to provide opportunities in a variety of ways at no cost.

Reasons supporting proposal:
To implement the legislation, which provides special hunting and fishing opportunities for terminally ill persons.

WAC 232-28-248 Special closures and firearm restr¡ction areas

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed rule amendments add more weapon options in firearm restriction areas. The effect will maintain
some limited hunting opportunity in these areas and also provide an effective level of harvest to help control deer
and elk populations causing damage and nuisance problems especially in more developed areas.

Reasons supporting proposal :

The proposed language retains some limited level of hunting that is compatible with urban expansion. Also helps
deal with deer and elk damage and nuisance problems.

13



WAC 232-28-266 Damase orevention permit hunts

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The amendment to the rule adds 200 turkey permits in northeastem Washington. These permits will provide
landowners and WDFW enforcement with additional tools to address property damage issues.

Reasons supporting proposal :

An increasing number of landowners are requesting the use of these permits to address damage. They have
proven to be very effective in dealing with damage problems and reducing landowner complaints with deer.
WDFW enforcement officers have requested they be available for turkeys as well.

seasons and reøulations

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The rule establishes hunting seasons for black bear and cougar from 2009 lo 2012. The purpose of the
recommended changes is to maximize recreational hunting opportunities for bear and cougar while maintaining
sustainable populations.

The Department is recommending status quo bear seasons, with two exceptions: (1) For management units that
open Aug 1, the Aug 1-31 period is limited to hunting on private lands only; (2) For management units that open in
early September, change the opener from the day after Labor Day to September 1.

The Department's cougar season recommendations are: Statewide Sept. 1-25 archery only and Sept. 26-Oct. 16
muzzleloader only seasons; Oct. 17-Mar.31 general season (any weapon) for zones where trends in female
harvest are within our guideline; Oct. 17-Dec. 31 general season for zones where female harvest slightly exceeds
our guideline; Oct. 31-Nov. 30 season for zones where female harvested is limited by a quota system and the
management need is to adequately evaluate the pilot hunt with the aid of dogs; Change the statewide bag limit
from2 cougaru; to 1 cougar.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Maximize recreational opportunities for bear and cougar hunting, while maintaining sustainable populations.

The justification for the August black bear season on private lands only is to reduce conflict with other recreational
users on public lands during the summer while still allowing bears to be harvest for damage reasons (e.g.,
orchard damage). The justification for the September 1 start date is consistency with the opening day of deer
archery seasons.

The justification for the cougar season changes is consistency with concurrent deer/elk seasons and to limit
female harvest in those areas where harvest levels exceed our guidelines.

permit quotas

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed rule amendments include a status quo moose permit level of 130; creating a Master Hunter
damage hunt in the Mount Spokane unit; adding ewe-only hunts in three herds; increasing bighorn sheep permit
levels from 36 to 46; and reducing mountain goat permit levels consistent with the findings of our recent research.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Recommended adjustments in permit quotas are based on meeting population objectives for each species as
indicated in the Game Management Plan.

L4



Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed rule amendments include removing dated language; clarifying areas open for specific deer auction
and raffle seasons; and changing the areas open to the Rocky Mountain bighorn raffle permit hunt to reflect the
status of mature rams in various populations.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Provide a variety of different hunting opportunities and maximize revenue for auction/raffle program, all within
biological sustainable limits.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed rule amendments add a spring bear hunt in a portion of GMU 501 with 50 permits and close the
spring bear damage hunt in Capitol Forest.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Spring black bear seasons are used to minimize damage to trees by reducing bear populations to a lower but
sustainable level, reduce nuisance activity in northeastern Washington, and better distribute the harvest
geographically in southeastern Washington.

reaulations

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Establish fall permit hunts for 9 cougar zones around the state. Cougar permit hunts are designed to provide late
season hunting opportunity for hunters without the use of dogs (i.e., spot and stalking in snow and/or calling).
The anticipated effect is additional varieties of hunting opportunity with sustainable cougar populations.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Provide late season hunting opportunity for hunters without the use of dogs (i.e., spot and stalking in snow and/or
calling).

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The amendments proposed are largely housekeeping in nature. Changes are recommended for multi-season
permit application and group sizes. Changes are also recommended for deer and elk permit application group

sizes and the late fall turkey permit application rules are eliminated. Fall'turkey permit applications are
consolidated into one set of rules.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposal would allow multi-season applicants to submit group applications; clean up turkey permit application
language; and limit the number of deer and elk group applicants to better distribute permits.

WAC 232-28-294 Multiple season bis qame permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
This proposal would shorten the amount of time successful applicants for a multi-season permit would have to
purchase their permit to allow for the sale of all permits prior to the first general seasons starting in September. lt
would also provide 50 multi-season deer and 25 multi-season elk permits to qualifying hunter education
instructors.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Shortening the purchase time for successful applicants would make sure that more hunters would be able to
purchase permits. Providing hunter education instructors with multiple season permits would be an incentive to
recruit and retain instructors.
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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposal identifies permit levels and season dates for Landowner Hunting Permit (LHP) program participants
for the 2009 hunting seasons. Amendments to this rule include removal of the 4-O Cattle Compány wno
requested not to participate and addition of the Pine Mountain LHP in Yakima County. The permits will result in
general public hunter access on private property and will help mitigate deer and elk foraging on private
agricultural lands.

Reasons supporting proposal:
lncrease public hunting access to private lands and help landowners address game damage issues.

three

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
GMU boundary rules define legal hunting areas. The GMUs need readily discernable boundaries to direct
hunters to appropriate hunting areas. Season dates, bag limits, antler restrictions, and other hunting season
regulations are typically specified at the GMU scale.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Clarifies boundaries and facilitates hunting seasons for big game.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
GMU boundary rules define legal hunting areas. The GMUs need readily discernable boundaries to direct
hunters to appropriate hunting areas. Season dates, bag limits, antler restrictions, and other hunting season
regulations are typically specified at the GMU scale.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Clarifies boundaries and facilitates hunting seasons for big game.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
GMU boundary rules define legal hunting areas. The GMUs need readily discernable boundaries to direct
hunters to appropriate hunting areas. Season dates, bag limits, antler restrictions, and other hunting season
regulations are typically specified at the GMU scale.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Clarifies boundaries and facilitates hunting seasons for big game.

WAC 232-28-337 Deer and elk area descriptions

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Boundary adjustments are being proposed to better address current deer and elk damage issues.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposed rule amendment provides the means to reduce wildlife damage issues and direct deer and elk
damage hunts by adjusting elk area boundaries.

76



WAC 232-28-342 2009-10. 2010-11.2011'12 Smail same seasons

purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of t-he new rule is to establish hunting season timing, hunting requirements, and applicable permit

level's for the following species: bobcat, raccoon, fox, coyote, forest grouse, phqasant, chukar, gray partridge,

mountain quail, Galifornia quail, bobwhite, wild turkey, Canada goose, band-tailed pigeon, mourning dove,

cottontail rabbits, snowshoe hare, and crow. lt also describes falconry and dog training seasons.

Amendments to this rule include: 1) Liberalize fall turkey hunting by establishing more general season

opportunity, 2) Eliminate the use of dogs to hunt coyotes, 3) Eliminate the two-day September Canada Goose

S'eäson, sÍ',itt¡ñg those dates to the regular goose season, 4) lncrease the daily bag limit for forest grouse to four

per day.

Reasons supporting ProPosal:
proposals are consistent with conservation of wildlife populations and public sentiment.

WAC 232-28-351 2009-2011 Deer qeneral seasons and definitions

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of tire proposal is to retain general season deer hunting opportunity, balance the hunting opportunity

between the three primary user groups, increase opportunity when deer populations allow, and reduce

opportunity when declining deer numbers warrant such a change.

Reasons supporting ProPosal:
Provides recieationaÍ deer hunting opportunity and protects deer from overharvest. The proposal maintains

sustainable general deer hunting ðeason opportunities for 2009-2011. Helps reduce agricultural damage and

provides for population control of deer where needed.

WAC 232-28-352 2009-2011 Elk seneral seasons and definitions

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of tire proposal is to retain general season elk hunting opportunity, balance the hunting opportunity

betweeÁ the three primary user groups, increase opportunity when elk populations allow, and reduce opportunity

when declining elk numbers warrant such a change.

Reasons supporting ProPosal :

provides recieationaielk hunting opportunity and protects elk from overharvest. The proposal maintains

sustainable general elk hunting season opportunities for 2009-2011. Helps reduce agricultural damage and

provides for elk population control where needed'

WAC 232-28-353 2009 Deer special permits

purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any bhanges in existing rules:
The purpose of the proposal is to retain special permit season deer hunting opportunity, balance the hunting

opportunity between the three primary user groups, increase opportunity when deer populations allow, and

reduce opportunity when declining deer numbers warrant such a change.

Reasons supporting proposal :

provides recieationaideer hunting opportunity and protects deer from overharvest. The proposal maintains

sustainable special permit deer hunting season opportunities for 2009. Helps reduce agricultural damage and

provides for population control of deer where needed'
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WAC 232-28-354 2009 Elk special permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of the proposal is to retain special permit season elk hunting opportunity, balance the hunting
opportunity between the three primary user groups, increase opportunity when elk populations allow, and reduce
opportunity when declining elk numbers warrant such a change.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Provides recreational elk hunting opportunity and protects elk from overharvest. The proposal maintains
sustainable special permit elk hunting season opportunities for 2009. Helps reduce agricultural damage and
provides for elk population control where needed.

WAC 232-28-516 Trappino seasons and resulations

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The new WAC removes all superfluous regulations (e.9., area restrictions) that are no longer warranted given
current trapping practices and low harvest levels. lt recommends a standard trapping season for all furbearers
from November I to March 31 and an increased annual bag limit for river otter from 6lo 12. WAC 232-28-516
replaces W AC 232-28-51 5.

Reasons supporting proposal:
To maximize trapping opportunity consistent with population objectives.
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