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March 6-7, 2009

Moose, Bighorn Sheep, and Mountain Goat Seasons and Permit Quotas - Rule
Briefing and Public Hearing

Donny Martorello, Ph.D.

Donny Martorello, Ph.D., Carnivore, Furbearer, and Special Species Section
Manager, Wildlife Program

Background:
Department staff will brief the Commission on proposed amendments to WAC 232-28-273
2009-2011 Moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat seasons and permit quotas.

Winter surveys indicate moose populations are fairly stable. The Department recommends a status
quo permit level of 130, which includes slight reductions in some units and additions in others. We
are also creating a Master Hunter damage hunt in the Mount Spokane unit.

All bighorn sheep populations that are currently hunted either meet or exceed population
objectives. Due to increased ewe densities in some herds, the Department recommends adding
ewe-only hunts (including one ewe hunt for youth-only) in three herds; the recommendation is to
increase bighorn sheep permit levels from 36 to 40.

Results from the Department's mountain goat research project indicate that mountain goats are
extremely sensitive to over harvest. Although goats occur in many alpine areas of the State,
several populations are relatively small (<100) and isolated. As such, the Department revised the
thresholds for mountain goat harvest in the 2009-2015 Game Management Plan (GMP). Following
the GMP, the Department is recommending limiting goat hunting to population management units
of ¿100 goats, which results in six population management units being hunted with a total of 18
permits. The Department is also recommending allowing Director authority for distributing the
harvest and reducing permit levels within a population management unit if necessary. Distributing
harvest will be accomplished by providing maps to hunters of areas that are open and/or closed
within the larger unit. Permit levels would only be slightly reduced if actual harvest levels exceeded
target.

Policy lssue(s) you are bringing to the Gommission for consideration:
Continued hunting of moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat through a permit-only system.

Public involvement process used and what you learned:
The Department conducted an extensive public involvement process to develop these three-year
hunting season cycle recommendations. ln June 2008, the Department received nearly 4,000
responses to a scoping survey that was developed to determine the major issues that were
important to the public. After the initial scoping phase, the issues were refined and preferred
alternatives to address those issues were developed. The alternatives were discussed at more than
ten public meetings held throughout the state in August and September. Nearly 5,000 people
commented on the Alternatives, which were presented at the public meetings and available online
for approximately seven weeks. ln early January, an email was sent to over 50,000 hunters
announcing that the proposed recommendations were online and would be available for comment
until February 20. A postcard was mailed to approximately 800 organizations and individuals
informing them of the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed regulations.



Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking):
Take public comment. Adoption is planned forthe April2-3-4,2009 Commission meeting in
Olympia.

Draft motion language:
N/A

Justification for Gommission action:
N/A

Gommunications plan:
. News Release
. Hunting Pamphlets
. Direct emailto approximately 55,000 hunters

u



AMENDATORY SECTION

effective 5/19/08)

wNc 232-28-273

sheep, and mountain

Moose Pe¡:nit Hunts

Mt. Spokane Youth Onlf Oct. I - Nov. GMU 124 east of Hwy 395
30

49 Degrees North A Oct. 1 - Nov GMU 117
30

49 Degrees North B' Oct 1 - Nov GMU I 17

30
49 Degrees North C' Oct. I - Nov GMU I 17

30
49 Degrees North Youth Oct. I - Nov GMU I l7
Onl/ 30
Three Forks Oct. I - Nov GMUs 108, I 11

30
Hangman A Oct. I - Nov GMUs 127, 130

30
Hangman B Oct. I - Nov. GMUs 127, 130

30

(Amending Order 0B-78, fj-l-ed 4/78/08,

((3€€æ))
goat seasons and

2OO9-2OLL Moose, bighorn

permit quotas.

Ílho May Apply: Anyone may apply; EXcEpr those who harvested a

moose previously in Washington state. An individual may only

harvest one moose during their l-ifetime (except waived for

ant-Lerless onl-y hunts, master hunter hunts, and raff-Ie and

aucti-on hunts) .

Bag Limit: One moose.

Weapon Restrj-ctj-ons: Permit holders may use any legal weapon.

Hunt Permit Permit Hunt Special Permits
N¡me Season Boundary Description Restrictions

Kettle Rangelþg¡! Oct I - Nov. GMUs 101, 105.204 Any Moose (3)l
Okanosan 30
Selkirk Mtns A Oct I - Nov. GMU I 13 Any Moose (25)

30 22
Selkirk Mtns. B" Oct. 1 - Nov GMU I 13 Antlerless Only 2

30
Mt. Spokane A Oct. I - Nov. GMU 124 east of Hwy 395 Any Moose 12

30
Mt Spokane B Oct. 1 - Nov. GMU 124 east of Hwy 395 Antlerless Only 14

30
Mt. Sookanqw Dec. I - Mar. GMUs 124- 127- and 130 within Anv Moose 10MH

31 Sookane Countv
Antlerless Only 10

Any Moose (2ó)
22

Antlerless Only (5)) l

Antlerless Only 2

Antlerless Only 2

Any Moose (8))é

Any Moose 7

Antlerless Only 7

o'rs.2734.2



HuckleberryRanged Oct I -Nov GMUs 121, l24westof Hwy
30 39s

Huckleberrv Ranqe B" Oct. I - Nov. GMUs l2l. 124 west of Hwv
30 395

Any Moose (8) 6

Antlerless Onlv Z

uAnnl iaânl-s mrrql- l'lp clinìhle io nrrrehâsê â \/ôrrl-h m^^qê linanca l-rrrlrusrrÐç u]

November 30 during the l-icense year they are apptying for,

Youth hunters must be accompanied by an adul-t during the hunt.

"Applicants must possess a Disabfed Hunter Permit.

"Applicants must. be 65 years of age or oÌder by November 30

clllrinc lhe I ì.ênqô rra¡r rl.rn,, r-^ -¡6 lr¡in¡ fnrur¡ç f ruçffÐs yso! LrrEJ orç dyyfJfrrv rv! r

dApplicants must be a certifled hunter education instructor who

meel nrocrram-rìafinerì cl iaihi l i,lrr c¡jlg¡j¿.

*This is a damage hunt administered bv a !iDF!ù desiqnated hunt
mâ el. ôr ôn I r¡ m¡ ql.ar Ì¡rr¡l- ara ¡nn l rr av¡ant- ,nastef hgntef s¡¡¡qvve!. v¡¡4t ¿!!svevt ¡¡g¡¡uv!v ¡rruy spv¿y, ez:vvve I

who have harvested a moose previouslv in Washinqton state mav

not appl-y; these hunts wifl- not affect accumulated points; and

any weapon mav be used. Successful applicants brj_Il_ be contacted

on an as-needed basis to hefp with specific sj-tes of moose

damaqe on de,signated l-andownerrs propertv. Not all successful

appficants wil-J- be contacted in anv qiven vear dependinq on

moose,damaqe activity for tþat yeaf.

Bighorn Sheep Pemit Hunt,s

l{ho May Àpply: Anyone may applyi EXcEpr those who harvested a

bighorn sheep prevlously in Washington state. An individual may

nnl rr h:r\¡êsl nnc l-riohorn shecn drrrino ]-hci r l i faf ìna /r'vnanr. \!^usyL

waived for raffl-e and auction hunts, and ewe only hunts.)

Bag Linit: One bighorn ram (except ((Mi-++ne) )

in designated aduft ewe hunts, one bighorn adult ewe).

ors.2L34.2



Hunt
Name

Vulcan Mountain A

Vulcan Mountain B"

Vulcan Mountain Cb

Selah Butte A

Selah Butte B

Umtanum

Cleman Mountaìn A

Cleman Mountain B

Mt. Hull A

Mt. Hull B

Wenaha

Lincoln Cliffs

Quilomene A

((S+ek€f,€

Tieton A

Tieæn-B

Manson

Asotin

Permit
Season

Sept. 15 - Oct l0

Oct. 1-10

Oct. l-10

Nov. 3-30

Seot. l-30

Sept 15-Oct l0

Sept 15-Oct l0

Nov 3-30

Sept. 15 - Oct. l0

Oct 1-10

Sept. 15 - Oct. I0

Sept. 15 - Oct l0

Sept. 15 - Oct l0

S€ptÆ€+S

Sept. 15 - Oct l0

S€p+s--4€ile

Nov 3-30

Sept. 15 - Oct. 10

Permit Hunt
Boundery

Description
Sheep Unit 2

Sheep Unit 2

Sheeo Unit 2

Sheep Unit 4

Sheep Unit 4

Sheep Unit 5

Sheep Unit 7

Sheep Unit 7

Sheep Unit l0

Sheeo Unit l0

Sheep Unit I 1

Sheep Unit 12

Sheep Unit 13

S¡eep-¡Jn¡++¿

Sheep Unit l5

SleeeUs+t-+S

Sheep Unit 16

Sheep Unit l7

Special Permits
Restrictions

Any Legal rùy'eapon I

Adult ewe only 2
Any Legal Weapon
Adult ewe onlv !
Anv Lesal Weaoon
Any Legal Weapon 5

Adult ewe onlv 5.
Anv Leeal Weaoon
Any Legal Weapon 5

Any Legal Weapon 4J

Any Legal Weapon 4!

Any Legal Weapon (?)!

Adult ewe onlv Z
Anv Lesal Weaoon
Any Legal Weapon 1

Any Legal Weapon I

Any Legal Weapon 4

,+ny¡.egelìa¡€åpen +)

Any Legal Weapon 3

Ad+tÈ€+ve-enl+ I
,+ny+eeeHr*eepon
Any Legal rùy'eapon 2

Any Legal rùy'eapon I

aAnnl i -ânl-a mrref l-ra Áq rrêârq nf âñê 
^r 

n'l rìar l.rr¡ Nla¡¡aml'rar ?n*Y"

rlrrrinn l-ha 1i-êñqê r¡a¡r ]-har¡ era ¡nnlr¡inn fnruq!+¡rYvfgg!

bÄnnli¡:nl-q mrr<l- ha alìnìl-rla l-n nrrr¡h¡qa ¡ r¡nrrl-h l.rintrnrn qhccn

'I i ¡anqa l¡r¡ ltln¡¡aml.rar ?O drrri na l- ha I ì canqa rrc¡r lha.' rra ¡nnl rri n¡atuglrùç uv !\vvYrlwvr Jv uurtlrq L¡rç !ruçr¡Js vsa! Lrlçv o!g opvlvr¡¡v

for. Youth hunters must be accompanied bv an aduft durinq the

hunt.

Biqhorn Sheep Units:

Sheep Unit 2 Vulcan Mountain: Permit Area:

of the Kettle River near Curl-eu/.

Ferry County north

ors.2734.2



Sheep Unit 4 Selah Butte: Permlt Area: That part of yaklma and

Kittitas counties between Ellensburg and Yakima east of the

Yakima River and north of Sel_ah Creek, west of Interstate B'2 and

south of Interstate 90.

Sheep Unit 5 Untanum: Permlt

and Kittitas counties west of

Creek, and east of USFS Road

drainage; south and east along

Manastash Creek and the Yakima

Area: Those portions of Yakima

the Yakima River, north of Wenas

1701 to Manastash Lake and its

the South Fork Manastash Creek to

River.

Sheep Unit 7 Cleman Mountain: Permit Area: That part of yakima

County south of hlenas Creek and east of USFS Road 1701, north of
Highway 410 and Highway 72 and west of the Yakima River.

Sheep Unit 10 Mt. Hull: Permit Area: That part of Okanogan

County within the following described boundary: Beginning at
Oroviffe; then south along U.S. Highway 97 to the Swanson's Mil_l

Road (ol-d Mt. Hull Road) near Lake Andrews; then east to the Drv

Gulch Road; then north to the Orovill_e-Toroda Creek Road (Mol_soir

Grade Road); then hrest to Orovilfe and the point of beginning.

Sheep Unit 11 Wenaha gfilderness: Permit Area: That part of GMU

169 wi-thin Crooked Creek drainase.

Sheep Unit t2 Lincoln Cliffs: Permit Area:
Tih^^ln ña"i+.' ñ^rrL ^F ui^L'--" auuurrLy r¡vr Lll ur llrgrrwdy ¿.

'l nâl n: rf 
^f

Sheep Unit 13 Quilonene:

south of Col-ockum Creek.

Permit Area: GMUs 329, 330, and 251

( (Sheep llr*è 14 Swakane: ÐermiÈ /trea: GÞ{U 250¡ ) )

Sheep Unit 15 Tieton: Permit Area: GMU 360.

o'rs.2134 ,2



Sheep Unit 16 I'lanson: Permj-t Area: ((€14{}--24&) ) Beginning at

the mouth of Granite FaIl-s Creek on the south shore of Lake

Chelan, E across Lake Chelan to Vüillow Point; NW along the

shoreline of Lake Chel-an to the mouth of Stlnk Creek; E along

Stink Creek to the intersection with Green's Landing Road; along
êraanrc r'¡n¡tin¡ Road to Manson Boulevard; E on Manson Boul_evard

to Lower Joe Creek Road; NE on Lower Joe Creek Road to Grade

Creek Roadi NE on Grade Creek Road to US Forest Service Road

B2t0; NE on US Forest Service Road 8210 to j_ntersectj_on with US

Eorest Service Road BO20; W on US Forest Service Road 8020 to
Fox Peak; NW al-onq Sawtooth Ridge (Chelan-Okanogan Countv Line)

the Lake Chelan National- Recreation Area boundary to shore line

of Lake Chelan; W across Lake Chelan to the mouth of Riddle

Creek on the South Shore; SE along South Shore of Lake Chelan to
lha nni nl- af l-raai---- ------ -- --Y-nn1no.

Sheep Unit 17 Àsotin: Permit Area: GMU 175.

MounÈain Goat Perait Hunts

Ìlho May Apply: Anyone may appJ-y; except those who harvested a

mountaj-n goat in Vlashington state after 1998. An índividual_ mav

onl r¡ h:rr¡esl nno *^.'-!- r - -^^- r'--i na l.hai r I i Falima Âv^ôñl- Farvr¡ry rrar vçùL v¡ls lrrvurlLdIt¡ gudL uul_--, ---__- +¡¡eç¿¡rrç, ç^usyL !v!

those who harvested a goat prior to 1999. (Except waived for

raffle and auctlon hunts. )

Bag LiniÈ: One (1) aduft goat of either sex with horns four (4)

inches or -Longer. 9'IDFW urges hunters to refrain from shooting

nannies with kids. Permit hunters may start hunting Sept. 1

with archery equipment.

to the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area boundarv; S alon

ors.2734.2



(I{üa+ Pcrmit Pc+n¡t-I{u*t Spcc¡el P€+m¡ts
Neff€ Scesen ÐamdqÈÐcaêÌiptie* Re+trietiens

e&el€a+¡e* S€et-+sæf æ 
^nylfgs¡fl¡sape6 

+
N{ethet*. Sêet-{5æ3f Geet{Jnit23 ¡ny-¡*gd+¿rspeñ I
ì..Ia€å€s+âssÆ€FÊf+ass S€p+454et3t Coat{Jnity}6,448 A€yl'egoH#eep€ñ Z

Sumping+ív€F S€pt'.J5&t-lf Gee+Unit}7 AnyJ*€dl¡¡€ep€n Z

Ð'l€z6C*idgê S€et#.€et-¡+ €es+¡Jr+i+4t0 Áñf¡rËd{lÁrapeft Z

Teiees'h Seeç+See*+t G€€¡{ftjt+? +ay+eeelÀÀ¡rep€+ +

Ss*ha+eek S'eet+SOe+¿+ Ges¡{Ðit+} ¿ey+'eæ¡-¡¡øepe" +

i¡,€r S€etæt3t €eet{Jaiei{sa ¡ry-¡'eee¡-l¡lô€pür )
t

+

eå€*d€r+idge Seet-+SOet3f Geelunits4-3 Aåy{*geUU€€p€Ê

¡¡¡eteå€he€e¡gê S€pE-fs€€t3+ G,€ai{J€ite-4-7 å*fl€gêl4l€speÊ

ors.2734.2



b€çi€+ing:

eeurrËiee r¡iÈhin Èhe fe'Ìeriinq deseribed beundarï I -eginninq aÈ

Paeel Èhen eaeÈ te USFS Read 19 anè eenÈinuinq Èe SÈaÈe lliqhrralí

4101 Èhen weeÈ aleng SÈaÈe Highwal¡ 410 Ëe €hineelt Fase and pe*nÈ

e++eg.i+*i+'ç

i,ffê

eeunÈtes r¡*Èhin Èhe fellewinq deeeribed beunda-y: Beqinnirg aÈ

aleegi Ëhe €aeeade €resÈ eeFaraÈing Èhe 6-een and Yalrrma ri-rer

drainage Èe F!¡rar+id 'eale, Èhen eeuËheaeÈ aleng Èhe ÈlerÈh Per,er

LiÈÈ]e Naehesr and Naehes River Èe Ëhe Yalcima Ríyerl Èhen nerÈh

aleng Èhe Yaleima R*ver Èe Èhe menÈh ef €abin €reelr and peinÈ ef

S,eqi++i+ç

i¡*Èhir Èhe fellew*ng deseribed beundart¡: Beqinn*ng irhrere Vùe**s

€reek irÈereeeÈe Èhe NerÈtr- Ferlr lleelceaelr Rivert ÈheÊ rrp YVelle

e reele Èe Bar €reelct Èhen seuÈhweeË u^ Bar e reelr Èe Èhe Þ{azama

€Iaeiert Èhen eenÈinËe seuÈhwest-up t{azama €}aejer Èe Èhe sunxftiÈ

7 0.rs.2I34.2



È aleng Èhe NerÈh F

i++ia+

wiÈhin Èhe fellew*ng deeeribed beundarl¡: Ðeginni+g aÈ Èhe

inÈereeebien e€ Èhe ÐalÉer LalÉe Read (USF' Read 394 ) and Ðarl<

eenÈinue r¡esÈerl!¡ up Farlc Claeier Èe Èhe eunxniÈ ef Þ4eunÈ Baleert

Èhen nerÈherll¡ der+r l{azama €}aeier Èa Bar ereelct Èhen nerÈheasË

up Wells ereelr Èe walrpeinÈ 593106 E 5410010 N (N¡\Ð2?)l Ëhen

seuÈheaeÈ abeuÈ 1/2 mile Èe ÐÈarmiqa*.'ìidge Trail 682,1 aÈ

wal¡peínÈ 59367 I B 5409162 Nr Èhen seuËh and seËÈrìrre+È aleng said

Èratl abeuÈ 1/2 mile Èe u*per ÈribnÈarl¡ ef Si¡ifÈ êreelc aÈ

rralT¡einÈ 593425 E 5408903 ÞIr Èhen eaeÈ and eeuÈheasF dewn eaid

Èr*buÈarl¡ Ëe eerf*uenee r¡iÈh Sw*fÈ €reelel Èhen seuÈh and

eeuÈheasÈ dewn Swi€Ë €reelc Èe Èhe Balcer Lalce Read (USFS Read

394) I Ëhen rresF a'ertg Ëhe Balrer Lalæ Read (USFS Read 394) Èe

i¡r+í¡aæ

1188r Èhen nerÈhr¡eeË aleng eaid Èrail Èe USFS Trail 11?61 then

Ueqi++iaç

I ors.2734.2



-euÈhero Þ{eunÈ Rainier Natiera} Ðarle Beunda-!' and SÈaÈe 'lighr¡a!¡

^euÈhwesÈ alenq said highria!,. Èe SleaËe €reek Read (USFS Read 52)l

Read (eld read Èe Lerqmire eampqreund) I Èhen nerÈå alenq said

read Èe Èhe l4eunÈ Rain*er ltaËienaì Ðarlc Ðeundarl¡l Ëhen easË

aleng Èhe eeuÈhern parlr beundarl¡ Èe Èhe peinÈ ef beqínninq¡

seËÈheaeË aleng USFS Read 21 Èe USFS Read 22r Èhen nertshea-t and

Èhen easÈ and

nerthweet en gSFs

Read 25 Èe Randle and Beint ef besinnrns,

))
Hunt Permit Suboooulations Ooen Soecial
Namc Se¡son to $u¡tinq" Restrictions

Mt. Baker Sebt. 15 - Oct. Chowder Ridqe. Anv Lesal rùy'eaoon Z
3l Coleman Pinnacle-

Lava Divide- Black
Buttes- Lake Ann. SE
Baker

North Lake Chelan Sent. 15 - Oct. Skookum Pass Mtn.. Anv Lesal Weaoon 2

NachesPass #o,.,r-o.,. #ffiffi'rr"uu. AnvLegatrùy'eaoon I
3l Corral Pass. Basin Lake

BumpinsRiver Seot. 15-Oct. NelsonRidee-Cash AnvLeqalWeaoon Z
3l Prairie. Amerrcan

Ridse. American Lake.
Timber Wolf. Russell
Ridee

BlazedRidse 
f* ****"*ffi^*ffi4 

Anyl-eeal weaoon 
-L

Milk Creek. Rock
Creek

Formatted: Superscript

o'rs.2734 ,2



Goat Rocks-Tieton River Sept. 15 - Oct.
3t

Chimnev Rocks. Coat Anv Lesal Weaoon
Lake- McCall Glacier.
Gilbert Peak

àMn,rnl¡ i n ñ^a+ nnnrr'l al- ions ârê -----^r - COI_l_eCtiOn Ofr-rvur¡Larrl vveL vvpufqLrvlrÐ o!s rrrarlavgu dù d

subpopufations and the ideal harvest is distributed through alf

the subpopul-ations. The director is authorized to open or cfose

subpopufations and reduce permit levels to protect from

overharvestinq specific areas.

The director is authorized by the commission to identify the

hunt area as a condition of the hunt permit, Selected hunters

will receive a text description or map of their hunc area.

IStatutory Authority: RCV0 '7'7.I2.041 , '71 .72.020, 1'7.I2.51 0,

1'7 .1,2.2I0. 0B-09-090 (Order 0B-78), S 232-28-2'73, fifed
4/18/08, effective 5/79/08; .0'l-I]--OL'] (Order 01 -62), S 232-28-

2'73, filed 5/3/01 , effective 6/3/0'1 . SLatutory Authority: RCW

'7'7 .72.04't . 06-11-032 (order O6-92) , S 232-28-2'73, filed 5/B/06,

effective 6/Bi06, o5-II-022 (ord.er 05-89), s 232-28-213, filed
5/I0/05, effectj-ve 6/LO/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 77.12.041

and '7'l .72.020. 04-11-036 (Order 04-98) , S 232-28-2'73, filed
5/12/04, effectlve 6/12/04. Statutory Authority: RCV{

't'7 .r2.04'r . 03-13-047 (Order 03-129), S 232-28-213, filed
6/12/03, effectj-ve 7 /73/03 - srâiìrf ^r\r Arrlh^ri l- \7. ÞafÂt

'71.12.041, 11.72.655, 11.L2.020. 02-17-069 (Order 02-98lt, S

232-28-213, filed 5/IO/02, effectíve 6/fO/02. Statutory

Authority: RCW 11 .I2.040t '7'7.72.020, 1'7.32.0'l 0,'71 .32.530. 01-

10-048 (Order 01-69), S 232-28-213, filed 4/26/0I, effectlve
5/21/0r. Ql.¡l- rrlarrz Arr]-hnri ]-r¡. RCW '7'7 .L2 .040J 1'7 .L2.070,

11 .12.020, 11 .L2.11O, 1'7.1-2.780. 00-11-137 (Order 00-50), S

IO ors.2734.2



232-28-2'7 3 ,

Arr]-hnri lr¡.

2'73, filed

232-28-2'73,

fil-ed 5/23/ 00, effective 6/23 / 00. Statutory

RCW 11 .72.040. 99-IO-IO2 (Order 99-40) | S 232-28-

5/5/99, effective 6/5/99; 9B-10-005 (Order 9B-58), S

fifed 4/22/98, effective 5/23/98 -l

ors.2734.2



WAC 232-28-273 2009-2011Moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat seasons and permit
quotas

RECOMMENDED ADJUSTMENTS

The following adjustments are proposed since the Code Reviser (CR-l02) filing and are already
included in your notebook.

Pøse 3

1. Change the permit level for the Cleman Mountain A bighom sheep hunt from 4 to 3. This
change is due to recent lower counts of mature rams in the population.

2. Change the permit level for the Cleman Mountain B bighorn sheep hunt from 4 to 3. This
change is due to recent lower counts of mature rams in the population.

3. Change the hunt name of Quilomene A to Quilomeùe. This change is because the A
designation is no longer necessary.

4. Delete the Tieton B hunt. This change is because ewes are being removed from the herd
during a capture rather than a hunt.

5. Change the hunt name of Tieton A to Tieton. This change is because the A designation is no
longer necessary.

Pages,9-10

1. Under Mountain Goat Permit Hunts, add the following hunts:

Naches Pass Sent.,15 -
Oct.3l

Fife's East. Fife's Peak. Corral Pass. Basin Lake Anv Leeal
Irly'eapon

I

Bumoing River Seot. 15 -
Oct.3l

Nelson Ridee. C4sh Prairip. American Ridee.
American Lake. Timber Wolf. Russell Ridse

An), Leeal
Weaoon

z

Blazed Ridee Sept. 15 -
Oct.3l

Blowout Mtn.. Blazed Ridee. Blazed North. Milk
Creek. Rock Creek

Anv Lesal
Weapon

I

This change is due to meeting population thresholds in the above areas to justift goat hunts.

2. Add superscript "a" to the "permit" column and change the associated language from:

Mountain goat populations are managed as a col-l-ection of
subpopulations and the ideal harvest is distributed through
all- the subpopuJ-ations. The director is authori-zed to open or

I2



close subpopul-ations to protect from overharvesting specific
areas.

To:

Mountain goat populations are managed as a coll-ection of
subpopulations and the ideal harvest is distributed through
all- the subpopulations. The director is authorized to open or
close subpopulations and reduce permit l_evels to protect from
overharvesting specific areas.

This change is to allow flexibilþ for biologists to reduce pe,rmit levels if necessary due to
overharvest.
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SUMMARY OX'WRITTEN PUBLIC INPUT

V/AC 232-28-273 2009-2011 Moose, bighom sheep, and mountain goat seasons and
permit quotas

COMMENTS AGENCY RESPONSE
I respect the Commission's decision in regards to
Mountain Goats and appreciate the added ewe
hunts for Sheep.

Thank you for your comment.

I think adding a master hunter damage hunt for
moose is wrong...I don't think special
consideration should be given to master hunters. It
seems like the master hunter program was created
just to give certain people special access and to
bring in a few extra bucks to the state. Also, I do

not see any expanded youth hunts being suggested.

We need more youth special opportunities.

The Department decided to use master hunters
given the "call-up" nature of the damage hunt. In
this case, hunters will be hunting on mostly private
lands and used to resolve problems associated with
increasing lowland moose population.

The last two winters has had a demoralizing high
fatality death rate on Deer and moose populations
in management Areas ll7 (49 degrees) and 124
(Huckleberry). I live in a secluded area where Deer
and moose were plentiful for 4 years. Moose were
seen daily. After last winter and this winter snow
fall our wildlife needs all the help it can get to
recover.

The Department is recommending a slight reduction
in moose permits in that area due to fewer moose

observed during our recent aerial surveys.

Goat permits: All I got to say is are you kidding
me?

The Department is modifuing its original
recommendation and is adding additional permits in
the SE Cascades.

I sure hope I am reading the proposed changes to
the Mtn. Goat areas and quota's wrong? Another
cut in the amount of tags? And now very limited
areas? Come on! I have asked this question before
and I will ask it again, By what means is the goat
population survey done, who conducts the survey
and what time of the year is it done?? I spend a

tremendous amount of time in the Goat Rocks

Wilderness area each year beginning about July and

ending about October and see different herds of
goats in drainage after drainage. I also spend a lot
of time in the Smith Creek area as well and see

more and more goats with each visit and also see

them on more and more ridges.
Unless on foot, horseback or glassing from good

vantage points, some of these goats could go

unnoticed, but ifjust a little amount of effort is
made, well over 100 animals can be seen in a single

day with decent visibility. I am only speaking of
100 goats that can be seen while hiking the trails
and ridses in a single day, not 100 in the whole

The Department is adding additional permits in the

SE Cascades. However, during the development of
our last Game Management Plan we did increase

the goat population size needed to allow hunting.
Goat populations now need to be at least 100

animals for ensuring sustainabilþ. As a result,
goat harvest will decline slightly.
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Goat Rocks Wilderness area.

I am not sure what is going on here with the
significant reduction in goat hunting opportunþ.
There are units where there is a healthy population
of goats that are being closed down (specifically
Bumping and Corral Pass area). I can go into one
little area in the bumping and see over 100 goats on
any weekend. This is only one small part of the
entire unit. I am NOT in favor of these proposed
changes as it seems overly conservative. If the state
does not have adequate funding to do surveys
perhaps there is a way to train hunters to do
observations so that a better feel is obtained for true
population numbers. In addition the assigning
subunits once someone draws is not fair to hunters.
If that is how the populations are going to be
managed then make those areas what hunters put in
for allowing hunters to choose where they want to
hunt. As it is now someone may draw a tag and
then get assigned an aÍea that they are not familiar
with and not be allowed to hunt an area thev are
familiar with.

The Department is adding additional permits in the
SE Cascades. However, during the development of
our last Game Management Plan we did increase
the guideline for goat population size needed to
allow hunting. Goat populations now need to be at
least 100 animals for ensuring sustainability. As a
result, goat harvest will decline slightly.

The subunits are relatively close together and
should not present any significant obstacles for
hunters to familiarize themselves with them.

Sheep - In favor ofthe chanses. Thank you for your comment.
Moose - I am not sure why there is a decrease in
tags in scime units. Based on what I saw in my hunt
(Hangman unit) as well as what other friends saw
on their hunt(49) there are plenty of moose, plenty
of calves and opportunities to expand the moose
tags, not contract them. I would encourage
additional tags be added to at least these units, if
not more units.

Moose permits are based on composition counts
(bulls:100 cows and calves:100 cows) during our
annual surveys and mean age ofharvest bulls.
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(COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE)
Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal
matters:
None

Name of proponent: (person or organization)
Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission

] Private

I puolic

X Governmental

Name of agency personnel responsible for:
Name

Draftin9............... Dave Brittell

Office Location

Natural Resources Building, Olympia

Phone

(306) e02-2504

lmplementation.... Dave Brittell Natural Resources Building, Olympia (360) 902-2504

Enforcement......... Bruce Biork Natural Resources Building, Olympia (360) 902-2373

Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW?

! Ves. Attach copy of small business economic impact statement.

A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting:
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Address:

phone ( )
fax()
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X tt¡o. Explain why no statement was prepared.
These rules regulate recreational hunters and do not directly regulate small business.
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E yes A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting:
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phone ( )
fax()
e-mail

X lrto: Please explain: Not hydraulics rules.
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ATTACHMENT A

WAC 232-12-047 Unlawful methods for hunllgg

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Amendments to this rule help clarify the title of the WAC which deals with more than flrearms. The proposal
clarifies language related to using handguns for hunting and also removes a conflict with the muzzleloading
equipment WAC that proposes to allow muzzleloading handguns for hunting. The proposal would also allow
crossbows to be used in firearm restriction areas as designated by the Fish and Wildlife Commission. Currently
only hunters with disabilities that meet certain criteria are allowed to use crossbows.

Reasons supporting proposal :

To provide more flexibility in designing hunting seasons that address urban and suburban big game issues by
allowing crossbows in some situations. The proposal also removes a conflict with a proposed change in the
muzzleloading equipment WAC.

WAC 232-1 2-051 Muzzleloadinq firearms

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of the proposal is to clarify language related to lawful ignition systems for muzzleloading firearms.
The proposal also no longer restricts projectiles to lead only. The proposal would allow muzzleloading handguns
to be used for hunting big game and clarifies muzzleloading handgun use for small game. Also the proposal
would allow modern handguns to be carried for personal protection during a muzzleloader season.

Reasons supporting proposal:
To help clarify what types of muzzleloader equipment is lawful for hunting; allow hunters more flexibility in the
types of projectiles they are allowed to use; removes an unnecessary restriction related to using muzzleloading
handguns for big game and clarifies other allowed uses for muzzleloading handguns; and allows muzzleloader
hunters to carry handguns for personal safety as long as they are not in conflict with existing big game hunting
season restrictions.

WAC 232-72-054 Archeru requirements - Archeru special use permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of the proposal is to allow modern handguns to be canied for personal protection during an archery
season and allow the use of crossbows in firearm restriction areas as designated by the Fish and Wildlife
Commission.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposal would provide more flexibility in designing hunting seasons that address urban and suburban big
game issues by allowing crossbows in some situations. The proposal would also allow archery hunters to carry
handguns for personal safeg as long as they are not in conflict with existing big game hunting season restrictions.

WAC 232-12-055 Hunting - Hunter oranqe clothins requirements

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed amendments help clarify which hunters are required to wear hunter orange clothing. The
clarification is for hunting during modern firearm seasons and for modern firearm deer and elk permit holders.

Reasons supporting proposal :

ln the past, it has not been very clear whether archery and muzzleloader deer and elk hunters were required to
wear hunter orange clothing outside of general seasons for modern firearm hunters.

WAC 232-12-062 Partv huntinq

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
To develop a definition of party hunting and clarify that it is illegal to hunt for another person's big game animal or
turkey.

Reasons supporting proposal:
To clarify that party hunting for big game and turkeys is illegal.

18



WAC 232-12-068 Nontoxic shot requirements

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The rule will provide additional nontoxic shot selections for waterfowl, coot, and snipe hunters.

Reasons supporting proposal :

To improve recreational opportunity and protect waterfowl resources.

WAC 232-12-227 Hunter education traininø program requirements

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose behind the proposal is to minimize confusion and avoid possible mistakes by license vendors.

Currently subsection (4) authorizes an individual who has a Washington hunting license from a preceding year to
show that license and purchase a subsequent hunting license even if the initial license was not issued in
compliance with the hunter education training requirement. The proposal will allow individuals to purchase a
Washington hunting license only if they have a hunter education certificate or are identifled as previous
Washington hunters in the current license data system.

Reasons supporting proposal :

The proposal ensures that only hunter education graduates or individuals currently identified as hunting-license
buyers within the WDFW license data system are eligible to purchase.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed amendment to this rule would authorize the Director to administer and issue special use permits to
hunters with disabilities.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Accommodations that allow persons with disabilities to particlpate in Department programs are required by the
Americans with Disabilities Act. Special use permits allow the Director to evaluate applications and provide
accommodations where appropriate.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
This proposal is to implement recently passed legislation authorizing the Commission to establish rules for
providing special hunting and fìshing opportunities for terminally ill persons. ln the proposal, the Director is
authorized to provide opportunities in a variety of ways at no cost.

Reasons supporting proposal :

To implement the legislation, which provides special hunting and fishing opportunities for terminally ill persons.

WAC 232-28-248 Special closures and firearm restriction areas

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed rule amendments add more weapon options in firearm restriction areas. The effect will maintain
some limited hunting opportunity in these areas and also provide an effective level of harvest to help control deer
and elk populations causing damage and nuisance problems especially in more developed areas.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposed language retains some limited level of hunting that is compatible with urban expansion. Also helps
deal with deer and elk damage and nuisance problems.
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WAC 232-28-266 Damaqe prevention permit hunts

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The amendment to the rule adds 200 turkey permits in northeastern Washington. These permits will provide
landowners and WDFW enforcement with additional tools to address property damage issues.

Reasons supporting proposal:
An increasing number of landowners are requesting the use of these permits to address damage. They have
proven to be very effective in dealing with damage problems and reducing landowner complaints with deer.
WDF1ru enforcement officers have requested they be available for turkeys as well.

seasons and reøulations

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The rule establishes hunting seasons for black bear and cougar from 2009 to 2012. The purpose of the
recommended changes is to maximize recreational hunting opportunities for bear and cougar while maintaining
sustainable populations.

The Department is recommending status quo bear seasons, with two exceptions: (1) For management units that
open Aug 1 , the Aug 1-31 period is limited to hunting on private lands only; (2) Fo¡ management units that open in
early September, change the opener from the day after Labor Day to September 1.

The Department's cougar season recommendations are: Statewide Sept. 1-25 archery only and Sept. 26-Oct. 16

muzzleloader only seasons; Oct. 17-Ma¡.31 general season (any weapon) for zones where trends in female
harvest are within our guideline; Oct. 17-Dec. 31 general season for zones where female harvest slightly exceeds
our guideline; Oct. 31-Nov. 30 season for zones where female harvested is limited by a quota system and the
management need is to adequately evaluate the pilot hunt with the aid of dogs; Change the statewide bag limit
f¡om2 cougars to 1 cougar.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Maximize recreational opportunities for bear and cougar hunting, while maintaining sustainable populations.

The justification for the August black bear season on prìvate lands only is to reduce conflict with other recreational
users on public lands during the summer while still allowing bears to be harvest for damage reasons (e.9.,
orchard damage). The justification for the September 1 start date is consistency with the opening day of deer
archery seasons.

The justification for the cougar season changes is consistency with concurrent deer/elk seasons and to limit
female harvest in those areas where harvest levels exceed our guidelines.

permit quotas

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed rule amendments include a status quo moose permit levelof 130; creating a Master Hunter
damage hunt in the Mount Spokane unit; adding ewe-only hunts in three herds; increasing bighorn sheep permit
levels from 36 to 46; and reducing mountain goat permit levels consistent with the findings of our recent research.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Recommended adjustments in permit quotas are based on meeting population objectives for each species as
indicated in the Game Management Plan.
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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed rule amendments include removing dated language; clarifying areas open for specific deer auction
and raffle seasons; and changing the areas open to the Rocky Mountain bighorn raffle permit hunt to reflect the
status of mature rams in various populations.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Provide a variety of different hunting opportunities and maximize revenue for auction/raffle program, all within
biological sustainable limits.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed rule amendments add a spring bear hunt in a portion of GMU 501 with 50 permits and close the
spring bear damage hunt in Capitol Forest.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Spring black bear seasons are used to minimize damage to trees by reducing bear populations to a lower but
sustainable level, reduce nuisance activity in northeastern Washington, and better distribute the harvest
geographically in southeastern Washington.

regulations

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Establish fall permit hunts for 9 cougar zones around the state. Cougar permit hunts are designed to provide late
season hunting opportunity for hunters without the use of dogs (i.e., spot and stalking in snow and/or calling).
The anticipated effect is additional varieties of hunting opportunity with sustainable cougar populations.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Provide late season hunting opportunity for hunters without the use of dogs (i.e., spot and stalking in snow and/or
calling).

WAC 232-28-291 Special huntins season permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The amendments proposed are largely housekeeping in nature. Changes are recommended for multi-season
permit application and group sizes. Changes are also recommended for deer and elk permit application group
sizes and the late fall turkey permit application rules are eliminated. Fall turkey permit applications are
consolidated into one set of rules.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposal would allow multi-season applicants to submit group applications; clean up turkey permit application
language; and limit the number of deer and elk group applicants to better distribute permits.

WAC 232-28-294 Multiple season biq same permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
This proposal would shorten the amount of time successful applicants for a multi-season permit would have to
purchase their permit to allow for the sale of all permits prior to the first general seasons starting in September. lt
would also provide 50 multi-season deer and 25 multi-season elk permits to qualifying hunter education
instructors.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Shortening the purchase time for successful applicants would make sure that more hunters would be able to
purchase permits. Providing hunter education instructors with multiple season permits would be an incentive to
recruit and retain instructors.
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WAC 232-28-295 Landowner huntina permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposal identifies permit levels and season dates for Landowner Hunting Permit (LHP) program participants

for the 2009 hunting seasons. Amendments to this rule include removal of the 4-O Caftle Company who
requested not to participate and addition of the Pine Mountain LHP in Yakima County. The permits will result in
general public hunter access on private property and will help mitigate deer and elk foraging on private

agricultural lands.

Reasons supporting proposal:
lncrease public hunting access to private lands and help landowners address game damage issues.

three

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
GMU boundary rules define legal hunting areas. The GMUs need readily discernable boundaries to direct
hunters to appropriate hunting areas. Season dates, bag limits, antler restrictions, and other hunting season
regulations are typically specified at the GMU scale.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Clarifìes boundaries and facilitates hunting seasons for big game.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
GMU boundary rules deflne legal hunting areas. The GMUs need readily discernable boundaries to direct
hunters to appropriate hunting areas. Season dates, bag limits, antler restrictions, and other hunting season
regulations are typically specifìed at the GMU scale.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Clarifies boundaries and facilitates hunting seasons for big game.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
GMU boundary rules define legal hunting areas. The GMUs need readily discernable boundaries to direct
hunters to appropriate hunting areas. Season dates, bag limits, antler restrictions, and other hunting season
regulations are typically specifìed at the GMU scale.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Clarifies boundaries and facilitates hunting seasons for big game.

WAC 232-28-337 Deer and elk area descriptions

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Boundary adjustments are being proposed to better address current deer and elk damage issues.

Reasons supporting proposal :

The proposed rule amendment provides the means to reduce wildlife damage issues and direct deer and elk
damage hunts by adjusting elk area boundaries.
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WAC 232-28-342 2009-10. 2010-11, 2011-12 Smail same seasons

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of the new rule is to establish hunting season timing, hunting requirements, and applicable permit
levels for the following species: bobcat, raccoon, fox, coyote, forest grouse, pheasant, chukar, gray partridge,
mountain quail, California quail, bobwhite, wild turkey, Canada goose, band-tailed pigeon, mourning dove,
cottontail rabbits, snowshoe hare, and crow. lt also describes falconry and dog training seasons.

Amendments to this rule include: 1) Liberalize fall turkey hunting by establishing more general season
opportunity, 2) Eliminate the use of dogs to hunt coyotes, 3) Eliminate the two-day September Canada Goose
Season, shifting those dates to the regular goose season, 4) lncrease the daily bag limit for forest grouse to four
per day.

Reasons supporti ng proposal :

Proposals are consistent with conservation of wildlife populations and public sentiment.

WAC 232-28-351 2009-2011 Deer seneral seasons and definitions

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rutes:
The purpose of the proposal is to retain general season deer hunting opportunity, balance the hunting opportunity
between the three primary user groups, increase opportunity when deer populations allow, and reduce
opportunity when declining deer numbers warrant such a change.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Provides recreational deer hunting opportunity and protects deer from overharvest. The proposal maintains
sustainable general deer hunting sea'son opportunities lor 2009-2011. Helps reduce agricultural damage and
provides for population control of deer where needed.

WAC 232-28-352 2009-2011 Elk qeneral seasons and definitions

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of the proposal is to retain general season elk hunting opportunity, balance the hunting opportunity
between the three primary user groups, increase opportunity when elk populations allow, and reduce opportunity
when declining elk numbers warrant such a change.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Provides recreational elk hunting opportunity and protects elk from overharvest. The proposal maintains
sustainable general elk hunting season opportunities for 2009-2011. Helps reduce agricultural damage and
provides for elk population control where needed.

WAC 232-28-353 2009 Deer special permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of the proposal is to retain special permit season deer hunting opportunity, balance the hunting
opportunity between the three primary user groups, increase opportunity when deer populations allow, and
reduce opportunity when declining deer numbers warrant such a change.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Provides recreational deer hunting opportunity and protects deer from overharvest. The proposal maintains
sustainable special permit deer hunting season opportunities for 2009. Helps reduce agricultural damage and
provides for population control of deer where needed.
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WAC 232-28-354 2009 Elk special permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of the proposal is to retain special permit season elk hunting opportunity, balance the hunting
opportunity between the three primary user groups, increase opportunity when elk populations allow, and reduce
opportunity when declining elk numbers warrant such a change.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Provides recreational elk hunting opportunity and protects elk from overharvest. The proposal maintains
sustainable special permit elk hunting season opportunities for 2009. Helps reduce agricultural damage and
provides for elk population control where needed.

WAC 232-28-516 Trappinq seasons and resulations

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The new WAC removes all superfluous regulations (e.9., area restrictions) that are no longer warranted given
current trapping practices and low harvest levels. lt recommends a standard trapping season for all furbearers
from November 1 to March 31 and an increased annual bag limit for river otter from 6 to 12. W AC 232-28-516
replaces W AC 232-28-51 5.

Reasons supporting proposal :

To maximize trapping opportunity consistent with population objectives.
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