
ITEM B. 
WA Fish & Wildlife Commission  

Meeting via Conference Call  
May 1, 2009 

 
BRIEFING PAPER  

Columbia River Spring Chinook Allocation 
 

• The Washington Commission policy allocates ESA impacts in 2009 at 60% sport 
and 40% commercial while the Oregon Commission policy allocates 55% sport 
and 45% commercial. 

• The staff provided an alternative to the commission on April 17, which leaves 5% 
of the non-treaty impact unused to be passed through to escapement or to help 
achieve catch balancing with the tribes if needed. 

• The additional harvest/opportunity will be driven primarily by the actual run size 
and secondarily by the remaining allocation. 

 
Fishery and Run Updates 

• Bonneville Dam counts total 16,960 fish through April 28, 2009. 
• The counts to date are indicating very late timed passage or a run less than the 

preseason forecast of 298,900. TAC has not updated the run size and fish 
passage during the next two weeks will be key for determining the actual run 
size. 

• Non-treaty fisheries that have not been set have been put on hold pending 
improvement in dam counts or after the run size is updated by the TAC. 

• Columbia River sport fisheries below Bonneville Dam occurred as planned with 
142,200 angler trips producing a total catch of 16,800 spring Chinook, compared 
to 16,300 expected. The sport fishery above Bonneville Dam has harvested less 
than 200 fish. 

• The Columbia River commercial fishery harvested a total of 4,400 spring Chinook 
in three fishing periods, compared to 5,800 expected. 

• Select Areas fisheries have harvested 1,474 spring Chinook through April 24, 
including 957 in Youngs Bay, 352 in Blind Slough, 102 in Tongue Point and 63 in 
Deep River.  

• Based on the preseason forecast, non-Indian fisheries have used 41% of the 
available impacts. 

 
Recommendations 

• Authorize the WDFW director to manage remaining fisheries with up to 95% of 
the ESA impact limit (sport 5% less than WFWC and commercial 5% less than 
OFWC) and consistent with U.S. v Oregon obligations. 

• Recommended priority order of May-June fisheries (consistent with CRFWG and 
Commission policy) 

1. Sport fisheries above Bonneville and Select Area Fisheries. 
2. Mainstem Columbia sport and commercial salmon fisheries below 

Bonneville Dam. 
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