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Background:
Department staffwillbrief the Commission on proposed amendments to WAC 232-28-2852A10
Pilot cougar hunting seasons with the aid of dogs.

Substitute Senate B¡116118 and Engrossed Substitute House B¡ll (ESHB) 1765 allowed the use of
dogs to pursue and kill cougar under a pilot program from 2004 to2007 in Chelan, Okanogan,
Ferry, Stevens, and Pend Oreille counties. During the 2007 legislative session, ESHB 2438 was
signed into law extending the authority to the same five counties for an additional three years.
ESHB 2438 also provides a process for otherWashington counties to request inclusion in the pilot
program. To date only Klickitat County has requested inclusion into the pilot program and
participated in the program during the 2008{9 winter season.

Like the precursors, the purpose of ESHB 24381o address public safety and the protection of
private property (e.9., pets and livestock), as well as to allow the Department to more effectively
manage cougar populations. The Department is recommending a status quo season for the 2010
pilot cougar hunt, with the following exceptions:

1) Remove the requirement that hunters must own dogs capable of treeing a cougarto be eligible
for a permit. The reason for this recommendation is because the Department does not believe
that the sucoess of the program rests on limiting participation to dog ownenì only and
implementing the dog owner restriction has been problematic in the past.

2) Change the opening day of the permit hunt from December 1 to January 5. The purpose of this
change is to open seasons one month later to allow for a permit hunt without dogs from
December 1 -31 (per WAC 232-2e-272).

3) Change the date of the second drawing (when necessary to achieve targeted harvest) from
January 15 to February 15. The purpose of the recommendation is to have a later second
drawing date due to the later season start date.

4) For the second drawing, select applicants from the entire pool of unselected applicants rather
than those just from the participating counties. The rational for this recommendation is because
the Depadment has not detected any significant advantage (i.e., in success rates) by limiting
participation to a subset of unselected applicants and expanding the pool of applicants will not
hinder our ability to reach the programs obiectives.

5) Routine calendar date changes for the six counties continuing the pilot program.

Policy lssue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration:
lmplement ESHB 2438.



Public involvement process used and what you learned:
The Coung Commissioners for the six coun$ areas have met with local constituents before
meeting on several occasions with Department staff. Informal discussions have been held between
stakeholders and Department staff as well. These proposed recommendations were sent to
approximately 450 organizations and individuals in April for their ieview and consideration. These
organizations and individuals were also informed of the opportun¡ty to provide public testimony at
the June Commission meetinq in Olympia.

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking):
Take public comment. The Commission will consider adoption at its July 10-11, 2009 meeting in
Olvmoia.

Draft motion language:
N/A

Justification for Commission action:
N/A

Communications plan:
o News Release
o Hunting Pamphlets
o WDF'ìÂ/Website

n



WAC 232-28'285 2€€æ€92OLO Pilot, cougar hunting seasons

with the aid of dogs. As used in this section and in the context

of pilot cougar hunting seasons, the following defi-nitions apply:

"Accompany" means th'e dog handler and permit hunter must be in
the physical presence of each other at the time dogs are released

from a leash or unrestrained or starting a cougar track.
' "Pursue" or "pursuit" means dogs are:

/ Xot on a leash or restrained; or

/ Starting a cougar track; or

/ In the act of tracking à cougar i or

/ et a treed cougar.

Transporting dogs ín a motorized vehi-cle or waLking a dog on

a l-eash is not pursuit.

"Dog er*ne-:=handler" means a person that owns rfi+-or hunts with

dogs that are capable of detecting, tracking and treeing a cougar.

"Quota" means the targeted harvest goal. The actual harvest

level may exceed the quota.

"Ki-Ll- permj-t" al1ows a hunter to pursue or kill cougar.

"Pursuit permit" al-lows a hunter to pursue cougar.

(1) The pilot cougar-hunting season will allow use of dogs to

hunt cougar. The hunts will consist of pursuit-or-kill seasons and

pursuit-on1y seasons

ekanegari Ferrl¡¡ SËeyens¡ and Ðend erei'le eet+nÈ*es.

(2) Pursuit-or-ki11 seasons:

Cougar may be pursued or killed with the aid of dogs from

Beee¡¡ger +¡ agggJanu , until the female zone quota has been

killed, the Èotal zone quota has been killed, or March 3L, æ2010,



whichever occurs first; exeerg Gl{Us l0l and 204 where eeugar may be

pnrsued er l<+++ed

.

(3 ) Pursuj-t-only seasons :

(a) If a zone quota is killedprior toMarch 3L' Æ2010, cougar

may be pursued with dogs in all or portions of that zone until March

3I, æ8+2OLO. Hunters may only pursue cougars 1n designated pursuit

only areas identified on their ki1I or pursuit-only permit. Hunters

may not kill cougar during pursuit-only seasons.

(b) Hunters selected for the pursuit-or-kiIl season

(accompanied by up to three of their identified handlers) may

participate in a pursuit-only season. Permit hunters that harvest

a cougar under a kitt permit may continue to pursue cougars untiL

March 31. If a zone quota 1s killed, the department may also issue

pursuit-only permit to hunters drawn at random from the unselected

pool of applicants. The director will identify the number of

pursuit-only hunters selected.

(4) Hunt areas and kill quotas:

Cougar seasohs will be based on a quota system, where permit

hunters us+nq+€g.*may hunt and kiIl cougar until the allotted numbers

of cougar have been killed from each hunt zone or March 31', 2449201-0,

whichever occurs first.
(a) KilI quotas start September 1 and will include all cougar

killed during seasons with and without the aid of dogs, including

cougar seasons under this section, cougar seasons without the aid

of dogs authorízed under WAC 232-28-272 and WAC 232-28-281,

depredaÈion permits, Iandowner kiIl permits, and hfDFVtI depredation

authority.



(b) Individual problem cougar will contj-nue

as-needed basis utilizing depredation permits,

permits, and VifDFVìl depredation authority even if

in exceeding a zone qr:ota.

to be killed on an

Iandowner kill

these kills result

CMU Hunt Choice Hunt Zone Area I)escriotion
QU(ITA

Total tr'emale
East Cascades
North

9001 Okanogan Those portions of GMUs 203,209,
21 5, 21 8, 233, 224, 23 l, 239, and 242
within Okanosan Counw

t7 7

9002 Chelan Those portions of GMUs 243,244,
245, 246, 247, .249, 250, and 251
within Chelan County

6 2

Northeastern 9003 Ferry-Okanogan GMUs l0l,2M T6 6

9004 Stevens-Pend
Oreille

Thoseportions ofGMUs 105, 108,
I I l, I13, ll7,l2l within Stevens

and Pend Oreille counties

)?, 9

East Cascades
South

9005 Klickiøt Those portions of GMUs 382,388,
578 within Klickitat Countv

6 2

(5) Quota hotline:

Permit hunters participating in a pursuit-or-kill season must

call- the toll free cougar quota hotline within twenty-four hours

prior to each day hunting cougar to determine if the zone quota has

been kil1ed and the zone is closed. Hunters who hunt more than one

consecutive day must call the quota hotline once daily to determine

if the zone quota is killed. Hunters who harvest a cougar with the

aid of dogs must notify the department within twenty-four hours of

kill (excluding legal state holídays) and provide the hunter' s name,

date and location of kitl, and sex of anlmal. The raw pelt of a

cougar, with proof of sex naturally attached, must be sealed by an

authorized department employee within five days of the notification

of kill. Any person who takes a cougar must present the cougar skuII

i-n such a manner that teeth and biological samples can be extracted

to an authorized department employee at the tj-me of sealing.

. (6) Kill or pursuit-only permit eligibility:
(a) Te ap*Ilr €er a kirl er pursuiË enly permiÈ t¡nder Ëhis



seeÈieni indtv*duals mtrsË sig+ an affidaviÈ prev*ded b!¡ Ëhe

9ft,?2,040 ËhaË Ëhe!¡ are a deg ewner- The affidaviÈ mtrst be maitred

{å+GI To apply for a kill or'pursuit-on1y permit under this

section, individuals must purchase a cougar permit application and

submit the application in compliance with WAC 232-28-291 by a date

and time identified by the director

+e+(b) To be elÍgible for a permit, the participant must be a

trlashington resident who at the time of application for a permit

possesses a valid big game license with cougar as a species option.

The permit holder mus+may_use dogs while participating in a cougar

hunt under this section.

{d+(c) A permit will not be issued to an14 person who has been

convicted of unlawful use of dogs under RCW 77 .L5.245 within the

five-year period prior to December L, 2004. Any person issued a

permit and who is subsequently convicted of any wildlife offense

while participating in a pursuit-or-kill or pursuit-only season' or

who violates any condition of the permit, will have the permit revoked

and will- be ineligible to participate in the remainder of the pilot

program.

(7) Permit issuance procedure:

(a) The number of k111 permits fer a purstr*Ë er le*r I seasen w4Èh

@aybeestab1ishedbythedirector,butwi11notexceed
two times the total cougar quota for each hunt zone.

(b) The deparÈment will i-ssue kill or pursuit-onIy permì-ts to

the persons whose applications .are drawn at random. fndividuals

selected will be notified by telephone or. mail. KiIl and



pursuit-only permi-ts may not be sold or reassigned.

(c) If a female zone quota or total zone quota is not killed

in a hunt zone by Ja*a*ry-February 15 (or sooner as identified by

the director), then the department may issue kill permits to

additional hunters. Hunters will be drawn at random from the

unsel-ected pool of applicants

(8) Qualifications for participation and requirements:

In addition to the provisions applicable to aI'l cougar hunters:

(a) Successful applicants must complete a training program

prior to participating in a pursuit-or-kiIl season or pursuit-only

season with the aid of dogs.

(b) Participants must have their permit issued by the department

in their possession whj-le hunting cougar.

(c) Individuals òelected for a kill permit may kiII and possess

one cougar per permit and only the permittee may kill the cougar{+)-.

(d) Individuals selected for a cougar kill or pursuit-only

permit may use dog handlers. However, no more than three handlers

may accompany the permittee while hunting or pursuing cougar.. Dog

handl-ers may not pursue cougar when the permit hunter is not present

at the time the dogs are released from a leash or unrestralned. Dog

handlers must have a dog handler identification card, i-ssued by the

department, in their possession while participating i-n a

pursuit-or-kill season or pursuit-only season.

(e) Dog handlers must ossess a

valid Washj-ngton hunting license.

(f) It is unlawful to kill or possess spotted cougar kittens

or adult cougars accompanied by spotted kittens.
(g) Participants must have a vehicle placard issued by the



department. The vehicle placard must be placed in the permittee's

and dog handler's vehicles and be visible from outside the vehicles

at a1l times while hunting or pursuing cougar.

(h) KilI and pursuit-only permit hunters are required to report

their hunting activity, whether they harvest a cougar or not, using

the tolI fiee cougar quota hotli-ne. Unsuccessful hunters must

report their huntíng activity by April L0, 2009. A violation of this

requirement under this subsection is punishable as an infraction

under. RChI 77.T5.160.

(9) The permit belongs to the state of tfashington. The permit

holder may be required to return to or turn over to the department

the permit when,'in the judgment of the department, the permit holder

violates any conditions of the permit, violates trespass laws while

acting under this permit t or violates any other criminal Law or

hunting regulation of the state while acting under this permit. If

the permit holder is required to return to or turn over to the

department ihe permlt, the permit holder may request an appeal of

that action in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCüI. Appeal request

shall be filed in writing and returned within twenty days of the date

of action and be addressed to trIDFtrI Legal Servi-ces Office, 600 Capltol

l{ay North, Olympia, Íüashington 9850L-1091.

lstatutory Authority: RC!'f 77.I2.047, 77.L2.040, 11 .I2.020, 77.I2.570,

77.t2.210. 08-17-034 (Order 08-L97), S 232-28-285, filed 8/13/08,

effective 9/13/08. Statutory Authority: RC$I 77.L2.047. 07-22-L02

(Order 07-2731, S 232-28-285, filed tL/6/07, effective 12/7/07¡ 06-17-095

(Order'06-196) , S 232-28-285, filed 8/t5/06, effective 9/15/06; 05-17-098

(Order 05-174) , S 232-28-285, filed g/15/05, effective 9/L5105¡ 0'4-27-036

(Order 04-284), S 232-28-285, filed L0/L4/04, effective Il/74/0+.1



SUMMARY OF'WRITTBN PUBLIC INPUT

WAC 232-28-285 2010 Pilot cougar hunting seasons with the aid of dogs

COMIì,frNTS AGENCY RESPONSE
Drop the requirement that individuals must own
dogs to participate in the pilot hound hunt.

Thank you for your comment. The Department
is recommending removing the dog ownership
reouirement.

Drop the requirement that individuals must be
residents of one of the participating counties to
be elieible for the second drawine.

Thank you for your comment. The Department
is rccommending that all unselected applicants
be elisible for the second drawins.

Require a dog handle and dog training test to
ensure dogs do not chase other wildlife.

Thank you for your comment. During the first
four years of the pilot program hunters were
required to maintain a log book of all hunting
activity. We did not see an issue with dogs
trackine wildlife other than cousar.

Require that owners contact information be
attached to all dogs participating in the program.

Thank you for your comment. Most dogs that
we have encountered or áre aware of already are
marked with identification. Thus, we have not
seen any reoccurring issues about wondering
does with no identification.



PROPOSED RULE MAKING
CR-102 (June 2004)

(lmplements RCW 34.05.320)
Do NOT use for eroerlited nrle makino

Agency: and Wildlife

Preproposd Statsment of lnquiry was filed as I'YSR @@@; or
Expedited Rule Making-Proposed noticewas filed as WSR : or
Proposal is exempt under RGW 3405.310(4).

Xff
Original Notice
Supplemental Notice to WSR
Gontinuance of WSR

T¡üeot rulo and other ¡dent¡fy¡ng ¡nfomat¡on: (Describe Subject)
WAC232-2t285 ?010 Pilot cougar hunting seasons with the aid of dogs
WAC 220-5$115 Recreational license deale/s fees

Hearing locatlon(s):
Ndural ResoJrcæ Building Rm 172
1111 Washingtøt Sús€t SE
Obmpa, W498501
(3ô0) 902-2515

Date: rune $6. 2009 ïme: S8@

Submit wdtten comments to:
Name: Wildlife Program Commission Meeting Public Comments
Address: 600 CapitolWay North, Olympia WA 98501-1091
+mail Wildthino@dfru.wa.oov
fax (360) 902-2162

By: Fddav. Mav 15. 2009

Assistance for pelsons with disabilities:

Contad: Susan Yeaoer by June 4. 2009

TTY (800) 833s388 or (360) 902-2267
Date of intended adoption: Julv 10-1 1. 2009
(Note: This is NOT the effective date)
Purpose of the proposal and Íts anticipated effacts, including any changes in existing rules:
wÀc2t2-28-285
The amendment establishes pilot cougar hunting with the aid of dogs for 2010 in Chelan, Okanogan, Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oreille, and
Klickitat Counties, plus other Washington counties that meet opt-in requirements fiom ESHB 2438. The proposed changes to the
existing rule include: 1) Allowing anyone to apply for participation in the hunt, not just people that own dogs; 2) Conduct a second
drawing (if needed) fiom all unÉelected applicants, not just residents of a participating counties; 3) Change permit season to January 5
to Marcñ '15,201O; and 4) Routine calendar date changes. This filing serues as a public notice that other counties may request
inclusion in the pilot cougar program up until rule action bl the Físh and Wildlife Commission in July 2009. Columbia County has
ixpressed interest in participating in the pilot cougar program, but they have not officially request inclusion in the program at thE date of

is filing. The anticipated efiects of the pilot cougar hunt are stable cougar populations and maintaining the cunent low level of
, ruÍrâfi-Gougâr interactions.
wAc 220-5S115
The amendment would allow license dealers to charge $0.50 for issuing a migratory bird hunting authorizations (including
harvest report).

Reasons supporting proposal :

wÀc232-28-285
This change is necessary to implement ESHB 2¡l{}8 to test the use of dogs to enhance public safety and better manage cougar
populations and to maintain sustainable cougar populations while maximizing recreational opportunities and enhancing public safety.
wAc 220-5$115
This change is necessary to add migratory bird hunting authorizations to the list of documents issued by the WILD
licensing s)rstern. The authodzations are curently issued by agency peÉonnel, and this change will save staff and

Statutory authority for adoption: 77.12.047 ; 77.12.020;
77.12.5'lO: 77 .l2.2lÛ; 77 .12.M0:77 .t2.0l0

Statute being implemented : 7 7 .12.M7 ; 7 7 .12.020: 7 7 .12.57 0;
77 .12.210: 77 .l2.MO:77 .l2.OlO

ls rule neceisafy because of a:

o fl Yes XI ¡¡o' fl Yes El ¡¡o

't 
!t"t El¡to

CODE RE\NSER USE ONLY

OFFICE OF THE COOE REVISER
STATE OFWASHIHGTOII

FILED

DATE: April 22,2OOg
TIME: 11 :27 AM

wsR 09-09-{33

DATE
Aotil22.2A09

Lori Preuss
NA4E

SIGI{AIURE| '1">
¿,0r'l I rc-t^,]-z>

lf¡t-E IRules Coordinator



ETE REVERS¡E

if any, as to statutory language,

prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW?

and fiscal

a small business economic impact statement

n Ves. Attach copy of small business economic impact statement.

A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

phone
fax
email

[l t¡o. Explain why no statement was prepared.
These rules regulate recreational hunters and do not directly regulate small business.

ls a cost-beneflt analysis required under RCW 34.05.328?

E Yes A preliminary cost-benefit analysis ma¡¿ be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

)(
(

)phone
fax
+mail

(
(

Xl No: Please explain: Not hydraulics rules.




