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“GREEN SHEET” 

  
Meeting: August 7-8, 2009 

Agenda Item 4: Wolf Conservation and Management Plan Status – Briefing 

Prepared By: Rocky Beach, Wildlife Diversity Division Manager, Wildlife Program 

Presented By: Steve Pozzanghera, Deputy Assistant Director, Wildlife Program 

  

Background: 
The wolf is both a federal and state-listed endangered species in Washington.  Currently, there are two 
documented wolf packs residing in the state.  Dispersing wolves from Idaho, Montana, and British 
Columbia are expected to continue to establish packs in the future.  In preparation for the 
establishment of wolf packs in Washington, the Department is developing a Wolf Conservation and 
Management Plan to prepare for state management of this species. For the past two years, the 
Department has been meeting with a facilitated Wolf Working Group, comprised of 17 stakeholder 
representatives.  The product of these deliberations, a draft management plan, has undergone 

extensive peer review. (Disseminated to 163 peer reviewers, 43 reviewers responded with over 625 

substantive comments.)  Comments from the peer review have been incorporated into a draft plan for 
public meetings and comment.  
 
There has already been considerable public process surrounding the development of this plan. A 
website was developed to keep the public apprised: http://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/diversty/soc/gray_wolf/. 
Since this document will also meet State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) requirements, seven public 
scoping meetings were held in 2007 across the state in Clarkston, Spokane, Okanogan, Port Angeles, 
Vancouver, Yakima, and Bellingham.  The Commission was provided a briefing on the issue at the  
January 11-12, 2008 Commission meeting in Vancouver, along with presentations by the Idaho Fish 
and Game Deputy Director, the Idaho Wolf Coordinator, and an Idaho Commissioner.  Another 

presentation was given at the May 2-3, 2008 Commission meeting in Colville. 
  

Policy Issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
None, this is a requested update on the status of the planning process.  Policy issues will be addressed 
once the extensive process and review is complete and a recommendation is presented to the 
Commission in 2010.  
  

Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
This draft document will undergo three months of public review this fall. Comments can be submitted 
electronically or by mail. The Department is also scheduling another series of 11 public meetings 
dispersed across the state. Input from the public review process will be considered, categorized, and 
incorporated. The Department will bring the proposed plan before the Commission early in 2010.  
 
  

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking): 
 
None, this is a requested briefing. 
  

Draft motion language: 
N/A 
  

Justification for Commission action: 
N/A 
  

http://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/diversty/soc/gray_wolf/
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Communications plan: 

 Public Meetings 

 Peer Review 

 WDFW Website 
  

 



 
 

  
 
 
 

ITEM # 4 
 
 
 
WOLF CONSERVATION & MANAGEMENT PLAN STATUS – BRIEFING 

 
 

The following materials are being provided to the Wolf Working Group on 
Monday, August 3, and distributed to Commissioners at the August 7-8, 
2009, Fish and Wildlife Commission meeting in Colville:   
 

• Draft Wolf Conservation and Management Plan, current version  
 (and redline version on CD) 
 
• Summary of Significant Changes (long and short versions) 
 
• Summary of Peer Review Comments 
 
• Peer Review Comments and Agency Responses on CD 
 
• CD containing electronic versions of the above materials 

 
This information will also be posted on the Internet by August 4 to the 
Department’s website at:   
 

www.wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/diversty/soc/gray_wolf/conservation_plan.htm  
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