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“GREEN SHEET” 
Meeting: December 4-5, 2009, Commission meeting 

 

Agenda item #9: Commission’s Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities – 
Briefing 
 

 

Staff Contact: Brenda Kane, ADA Coordinator, Human Resources 
 

 

Presenter: Bill Vincent, Chair, Commission’s Advisory Committee for Persons with 
Disabilities 
 

 

Background:   
 

The 2001 Legislature, through the passage of Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1655, directed 
the Fish and Wildlife Commission to appoint seven volunteers with disabilities to a newly-
formed advisory committee for a pilot program set to expire on July 1, 2005.  A Commission 
report to the Legislature was submitted to the in December 2004 recommending that the 
committee continue its work.  The program was extended twice by the Legislature, and in 2009 
was made permanent.  The Commission is required to report to the Legislature at least once 
every four years, beginning with the first report due December 1, 2011. 
  

The Commission Advisory Committee for Persons with Disabilities generally represents the 
interests of disabled hunters and fishers on matters such as special hunts, modified sporting 
equipment, access to public lands, and hunting and fishing opportunities for persons with 
disabilities.   
 

The Advisory Committee works closely with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Committee, which is chaired by Brenda Kane, the 
Department’s ADA Coordinator, and consists of one representative from each program and 
region with alternates assigned by the lead committee member.  Also included on the ADA 
Committee are members from the Recreation and Conservation Office, the Department of 
Natural Resources, and the Parks and Recreation Commission.   

 

The Advisory Committee differs in composition from the Department’s ADA committee, 
because state employees from natural resource agencies serve on the Department’s.  The 
Commission Advisory Committee is comprised of constituents from each region who have 
disabilities.  Working closely with the Department’s ADA Committee, the Advisory Committee 
Chair has presented items of interest to the Fish and Wildlife Commission that eventually led to 
rule-making decisions beneficial to the state’s disabled hunters’ and fishers’ community. 
 

Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
 

RCW 77.04.150, Disabled hunters and fishers – Advisory committee – Composition – Terms – 
Pilot project – Report to the legislature. 
 

Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
Following recruitment efforts by WDFW and Commission Office staff, the Commission’s wildlife 
committee will conduct interviews and recommend new members to fill two vacancies from a 
small pool of candidates.  Previously, appointments to the Committee were completed in 2005, 
2006, and 2007 and 2008.  The Committee has conducted regular quarterly meetings since 
2001.  The Committee’s effectiveness and high level of participation are due in large part to the 
hard work of its Chairperson, guidance and dedication of Department staff, and collaboration 
with the Department’s ADA Committee. 
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Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking): 
None at this time.  The Commission will consider appointing new members to fill two vacancies 
after the Wildlife Committee has interviewed potential candidates.  A decision by the full 
Commission will be scheduled on a conference call or during the January 2010 Commission 
meeting. 
 

Draft motion language: 
N/A 
 
Justification for Commission action: 
RCW 77.04.150, Disabled hunters and fishers – Advisory committee – Composition – Terms – 
Pilot project – Report to the legislature. 
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Item #9 
 Fish & Widllife Commission Meeting 

 December 4-5, 2009 

 
9. COMMISSION’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES–BRIEFING 

 
RCW 77.04.150 
Hunters and fishers with disabilities — Advisory committee — Composition — 
Terms — Pilot project — Report to the legislature. 
(1) The commission must appoint an advisory committee to generally represent 
the interests of hunters and fishers with disabilities on matters including, but not 
limited to, special hunts, modified sporting equipment, access to public land, and 
hunting and fishing opportunities. The advisory committee is composed of seven 
members, each being an individual with a disability. The advisory committee 
members must represent the entire state. The members must be appointed so 
that each of the six department administrative regions, as they existed on 
January 1, 2007, are represented with one resident on the advisory committee. 
One additional member must be appointed at large. The chair of the advisory 
committee must be a member of the advisory committee and shall be selected by 
the members of the advisory committee. 
 
     (2) For the purposes of this section, an individual with a disability includes but 
is not limited to: 
 
     (a) An individual with a permanent disability who is not ambulatory over 
natural terrain without a prosthesis or assistive device; 
 
     (b) An individual with a permanent disability who is unable to walk without the 
use of assistance from a brace, cane, crutch, wheelchair, scooter, walker, or 
other assistive device; 
 
     (c) An individual who has a cardiac condition to the extent that the individual's 
functional limitations are severe; 
 
     (d) An individual who is restricted by lung disease to the extent that the 
individual's functional limitations are severe; 
 
     (e) An individual who is totally blind or visually impaired; or 
 
     (f) An individual with a permanent disability with upper or lower extremity 
impairments who does not have the use of one or both upper or lower 
extremities. 
 
     (3) The members of the advisory committee are appointed for a four-year 
term. If a vacancy occurs on the advisory committee prior to the expiration of a 
term, the commission must appoint a replacement within sixty days to complete 
the term. 
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     (4) The advisory committee must meet at least semiannually, and may meet 
at other times as requested by a majority of the advisory committee members for 
any express purpose that directly relates to the duties set forth in subsection (1) 
of this section. A majority of members currently serving on the advisory 
committee constitutes a quorum. The department must provide staff support for 
all official advisory committee meetings. 
 
     (5) Each member of the advisory committee shall serve without compensation 
but may be reimbursed for travel expenses as authorized in RCW 43.03.050 and 
43.03.060. 
 
     (6) The members of the advisory committee, or individuals acting on their 
behalf, are immune from civil liability for official acts performed in the course of 
their duties. 
 
     (7) Beginning December 1, 2011, and again at least once every four years, 
the commission shall present a report to the appropriate legislative committees 
detailing the effectiveness of the advisory committee including, but not limited to, 
the participation levels, general interest, quality of advice, and recommendations 
as to the advisory committee's continuance or modification.  

[2008 c 294 § 1; 2005 c 149 § 1; 2001 c 312 § 1.] 
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FISH AND WILDLIFE ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
TO THE COMMSSION  

FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 
 

The Advisory Committee will provide accurate and meaningful 
information to the Washington State Fish and Wildlife Commission 
regarding the needs of persons with disabilities as they seek equal 
opportunity to access all the programs provided by the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife 
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WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

NEWS RELEASE 
600 Capitol Way North, Olympia, WA 98501-1091

October 09, 2009 
Contact: Brenda Kane, (360) 902-2349  

Fish and Wildlife Commission seeks candidates  
for positions on disabilities advisory committee  

OLYMPIA – The Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission is seeking applicants to fill two 
vacancies on its advisory committee for persons with disabilities.  

The seven-member committee advises the commission on issues of concern for hunters and 
fishers with disabilities, including special hunts, modified sporting equipment, access to public 
land and recreational opportunities.  

Committee members are appointed by the commission, which sets policy for the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW).  

Qualified applicants must have a permanent physical disability and reside in Washington 
state. Vacant positions include one representing WDFW Region 1 (Asotin, Columbia, Ferry, 
Garfield, Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Spokane and Whitman counties) and an at-large position 
representing the entire state.  

Members serve four-year terms and are required to attend advisory committee meetings, held 
at least twice each year. Members serve without compensation, but receive reimbursement 
for travel expenses.  

For an application form or additional information, prospective candidates can contact Brenda 
Kane at the Washington Department Fish and Wildlife (360-902-2349) or see the WDFW 
website (http://wdfw.wa.gov/commission/fwc_disability_adv_comm.pdf).  

To receive consideration, applications must be submitted by Nov. 12 to Brenda Kane, 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, 600 Capitol Way N., Olympia, WA 98501-1091.  
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SEEKING APPLICANTS FOR  

WASHINGTON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR  
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES:   • Advisory Committee members generally represent the interests of hunters 
and fishers with disabilities on matters including, but not limited to: special 
hunts, modified sporting equipment, access to public land, and hunting and 
fishing opportunities. 

 
COMPOSITION             • Advisory Committee is comprised of seven members, each  
AND TERMS: being a person with a disability.  One resident from each of the Department 

of Fish and Wildlife’s six administrative regions serve, plus one additional 
member appointed “at-large.” 

• Members represent the entire state. 
• Members serve four-year terms  
• Must attend Advisory Committee meetings, which take place at least semi-

annually. 
• Members serve without compensation but receive reimbursement for travel 

expenses (lodging, meals, and transportation). 
 
QUALIFICATIONS:    Member must be a person with a disability, have a good understanding of 

hunting, fishing and wildlife viewing, and be available to travel and attend 
meetings and site visits.  For the purposes of this Committee, qualifications 
include, but are not limited to:  

 Permanent Disability – Is not ambulatory over natural terrain without a lower 
extremity prosthesis or must permanently use a medically prescribed assistive 
device for mobility, including, but not limited to, a wheelchair, crutch, cane, 
walker or oxygen bottle. 

 Permanent Disability – Physically incapable of holding and safely operating a 
firearm, legal fishing or shellfishing device. 

 Permanent upper or lower extremity impairment who have lost the use of one 
or both upper or lower extremities, or who have a severe limitation in the use 
of one or both upper or lower extremities, or who have a diagnosed permanent 
disease or disorder which substantially impairs or severely interferes with 
mobility or the use of one or both upper or lower extremities for holding and 
safely operating a firearm or other legal hunting device or legal fishing or 
shellfishing device. 

 Permanently blind or visually impaired. 
 

TO APPLY: • Submit a one page resume, a statement of why you want to be on the 
Committee, and a completed application form (available on line at 
www.wdfw.wa.gov or  from Brenda Kane) by November 12, 2009 to: 

 
    Brenda Kane, ADA Coordinator 
    Washington Department Fish and Wildlife  
    600 Capitol Way North 
    Olympia, WA 98501-1091 
 

QUESTIONS?  Contact the Commission at (360) 902-2267, or Brenda Kane at (360) 902-2349. 
5.



   

APPLICATION FOR 
WASHINGTON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
 
Mail to: Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission     Telephone: (360) 902-2267 
  600 Capitol Way North 
  Olympia, WA 98501-1091 
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you do not have a Disabled Hunter Permit or a Harvester Card issued by the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, you may obtain that application from the WDFW web site at www.wdfw.wa.gov 
then click on “Buy your license online”. 
 
Please submit a narrative as to why you want to be a member of the Advisory Committee for 
Persons with Disabilities and attach it to this application. 
 
Below, please list any hunting, fishing, or wildlife viewing activities you have helped promote 
access for persons with disabilities? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please provide references: 
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LAST NAME   FIRST NAME    MI 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
 
CITY      STATE  ZIP CODE 

(       ) 
TELEPHONE NO.      E-MAIL ADDRESS 
 
WILD ID #                               DISABLED HUNTER PERMIT#     HARVESTER CARD# 



   

  
 


