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Presented By:

April 9-10,2010

Small game seasons - Rule Action

Mick Cope, Upland Game Section Manager, Wildlife Program

Dave Ware, Game Division Manager, Wildlife Program

Background:
Department staff briefed the Commission on proposed rule amendments to WAC 232-28-
342 Small game seasons at the March 12-13, 2010 Commíssion Meeting.

Since 2006, fall, either sex turkey hunting seasons in southeastern Washington have been
liberalized, taking advantage of increasing turkey populations and providing expanded
hunting opportunity. This proposal moves the fall turkey hunting season in Game
Management Units (GMUs) 145-154 and 162-186 (Blue Mountains GMUs) to the "early fall
general" season from the "early fall permit only" season. During the 2006, 2007, and 2008
fall permit seasons, approximately 38 percent of special permit holders participated in the
hunt, with approximately 45 percent of those hunters successfully filling their permit. In
2008, 89 turkeys were harvested in these GMUs during the fall permit season where 500
permits were issued. During the previous spring, 612 were harvested in these GMUs.
Changing to a general season hunt will allow greater opportunity for turkey hunters while
season length, hunter success, and mixed ownerships will moderate turkey harvest.

During the 2009 legislative session, the license requirements for western Washington
pheasant hunting was changed (RCW 77.32.575). The new law removed the requirement
to have a small game hunting license in order to hunt pheasants in western Washington. lt
also removed the requirement to fill out a punch card for each pheasant harvested.
Sections of WAC 232-28-342 need to be changed to bring the rule in line with these
changes in law.

In addition, statutory references are added to clarify penalties associated with violating the
rule.

Policy lssue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration:
o Liberalize fallturkey hunting by establishing more general season opportunity.
.Change western Washington pheasant license requirements to be consistent with existino law.

Public involvement process used and what you learned:
Notification was mailed to approximately 450 organizations and individuals informing them of the
opportunity to provide comments on the proposed regulations. ln addition, this proposalwas
discussed with the Upland Game Advisory Committee and representatives from the NationalWild
Turkey Federation, both of which support the proposal.

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking):
Amend WAC 232-28-342 as proposed.

Draft motion language:
I move to amend WAC 232-28-342 as proposed.



Justification for Gommission action:
o lncreased recreational opportunity
o Uodatino rule to complv with existinq law

Gommunications plan:
o News Release
o Website
o Hunting Pamphlet
o Washington.StateRegister

u



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 09-53, filed 4/15/09, effective
5/16/0e)

WAC 232-28-342 2009-10, 2OLO-LL, 2OLL-L2 Sna].]- g'ame seasons.

be punished under RCVrI 11 .75.245, l
on the species hunted and the violation.
STATEVIIDE SEÀSONS:

FoREsr eRousE (erue , RUFFED, AtirD snnucn)

Bag and Possession Limits: Four (4) grouse per d.y, straight or

mixed bag, with a total of twelve (L2) grouse ì-n possession at any

time.

SEASoN DATEs: Sept. 1 Dec. 37, 2009, 2010, 20IL.

BOBCÀT

Bag and Possession Limits: No l-imit.

sEAsoN DAIES: Sept. 1 - Mar. 15, 2009, 2010, 207L, 2072.

RESrRrcrroN: Bobcat may not be hunted with dogs.

R,ilCCOON

Bag and Possession Limits: No limit.

oPEN AREA: Statewide, ExcEpr closed on Long Island within Willapa

National Wildlife Refuge.
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sEASoN DAIES: Sept. 1 - Mar. 15, 2009, 2010, 20II, 2012.

I'OX

Bag and Possession Limits: No limit.

opEN AREA: Statewide EXcEpr cl-osed within the exterior boundaries of

the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie, Okanogan, Vüenatchee, and Gifford Pinchot

National Forests and GMUs 401 and 410.

sEASoN DArES: Sept. 1 - Mar. l-5, 2009, 2070, 20II, 2012.

COYOTE

Bag and Possession Limits: No limit.

oPEN AREA : Statewide.

sEASoN DATES: Year round.

RESTRrcrroN: Coyote may not be hunted with dogs.

corroNTarr. RABBTT AtiID sNolrsHoE SARE (on ¡resgrNeroll nanr)

Bag and Possession Limits: Five (5) cottontails or snowshoe hares

per day, with a total- of fifteen (15) in possession at any time,

straight or mixed bag.

sEASoN DAIES: Sept. 1, 2009 - Mar. 15, 20L0; Sept. 1, 2010 - Mar. 15'

20tI; Sept. 1, 20II - Mar. 15, 2012.

cRovfs

Bag and Possession Limits: No limit.

sEASoN DAIES: Oct . 1, 2009 Jan. 3I, 201-0; Oct. 1,, 201-0 - Jan. 3I,

20II; Oct. 1, 20II Jan. 3I, 20L2.

JÀCKRABBIT

oT s-2963.2



Season closed statewide.

PT.ARMIGAI{, SÀcE , ÀtitD SIÍÀRP-TAILED GROUSE

Season closed statewide.

Tü-ILD TT'RKEY:

YOUTH SEÀSON

LEGAL BrRD: Mal-e turkeys and turkeys with visible beards only.

SEASoN DAIES: April 3-4, 2010; April 2-3, 20IL; ApriJ_ f -g, 2012.

SPRING SE,àSON

LEGAL BIRD: Male turkeys and turkeys with visibl_e beards only.

SEASON DATES: April 15 - May 31, 2009, 2OIO, 2OII, 2012.

BAGLTMIT: The combined spring/youth season limit is three (3) birds.
OnIy two (2) turkeys may be killed in Eastern Washington, except only
one (1) may be killed in chelan, Kittitas, or yakima countj_es. one

(1) turkey may be kil-led per year in Vüestern Washington outside of
Klickitat County. Two (2) turkeys may be kill-ed in Kl-ickitat County.

FAJ,L NORTHEAST BE,A,RDLESS TI'RKEY SE,È,SON

LEGAL BrRD: Beardless on1y.

LEGAL HUNTER: open to al-l hunters with a valid turkey tag.

oPEN AREA: GMUs I05-L24.

SEASoN DArEs: Sept. 26 - oct. 9, 2009; sept. 2s - oct. g, 2oro; sept.
24 - Oct. 7, 20II.

BAG LrMrr: Two (2) beardl_ess turkeys.

E¡ARLY FAJ,L GENER,AT SEASON
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LEGAL BIRD: Either sex.

LEGAL HUNTER: Open to al-l- hunters with a val-id turkey tag.

opEN AREA: GMUs 101 ((tËd) ) , 127-1,33, L45-154, and 162-186.

sEASoN DArES: Sept. 26 - Oct. 9, 2009; Sept. 25 - Oct. 8, 2010; Sept.

24 Oct. 'l , 20L1.

BAG LIMIT: One (1) turkey duri-ng the early f al-l general and permit

hunting seasons combined.

FÀJ,L PERMIT SEASONS

LEGAL BIRD: Either sex.

LEGAL HUNTER: AII- hunters who are selected in the fal-l- turkey special

permit drawing and who possess a val-id turkey tag.

*BAG l,rMrr: During the early fal-t general and permit hunting seasons

combíned.

I.ATE FÀTL SE.ASON

LEGAL BrRD: Either sex.

Hunt Name Permit Season
Dates

Special
Restrictions

Boundary
Descrintion

Permits Bag Limit*

S€ptæ
:OgSrS€pr
:S-ee+#
:g+e¡Sep+
24-e)*7J;47+

Eithsm€rÉ $AAß149-141 M +

Bluså¡ttsÆas+ Sept¿g-es+.+
:Ogç¡Sep+
eS-ee+#
eele$ep+
ZA-9re¡++?A+L

Either+'e* eÀ4J++a+
112116

3ee +)

Klickitat Sept,26 - Oct.9,
2009, Sept.
25 - Oct. 8,
2010, Sept.

24 - Ocr.7.20ll

Either sex GMUs 382, 388,
568-578

150 I

Methow Nov. 15 - Dec.
15,2009,2010,
20ll

Either sex GMUs 218-231
and,242

50 I
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LEGAL HUNTER: open to arl hunters with a val-id turkey tag.

oPEN AREA: GMUs L05-I24.

SEASoN DATES: Nov. 20 Dec. 15, 2009, 2010, 20II.

BAG LrMrr: One (1) turkey.

HT'NTER EDUCÀTION INSTRUCTOR INCENTIVE PERMITS

LEGAL BrRD: Male turkeys and turkeys with visibl_e beards onJ_y.

LEGAL HUNTER: Qualified hunter education instructors who are sel-ected

through a random drawing. Qual-ifying hunter education instructors
must be certified and have been in active status for a minimum of
three consecutive years, incl-usive of the year prior to the permit

drawing. rnstructors who are drawn, accept a permit, and are able

to participate in the hunt, will not be eligible for these incentive
permits for a period of ten years thereafter.

oPEN AREA: Statewide.

SEASoN DAIES: April 1 - May 31, 2009, 2010, 20It, 20L2.

PERMrrs z 2.

OFFICIAJ, HI'NTING HOI'RS FOR WILD TT'RKEY:

HUNTTNG HOURS: One-hal-f hour before sunri-se to sunset during spring
and fall seasons.

SPECIÀL REGUI,ATIONS FOR WILD TT'RKEY:

1. Turkey season is open for shotgun shooting #4 shot or smaller,
archery, and muzzl-eloader shotgun shooting #4 shot or smal_rer.

2. A turkey tag j-s required for hunting turkey.
3. It is unlawful- to use dogs to hunt turkeys.

5 0T5-2963.2



4. It j-s un.l-awful to bait game birds.

E,ASTERN WASHINGTON SE,ASONS :

RING.NECKED PHEASÀI.TT

Bag and Possession Limits: Three (3) cock pheasants per day, with

a total of fifteen (15) cock pheasants in possession at any time.

yourn sEASoN DAIES: Sept. 26 and 27, 2009; Sept. 25 and 26, 2010; Sept.

24 and.25, 20II. Open only to youth hunters accompanied by an adult

at least 18 years old.

REGULAR sEASoN DArEs: Oct. 24, 2009 - Jan. 18, 2010; Oct. 23, 20L0 - Jan.

7'l , 2071; Oct . 22, 2017 Jan. 76, 2012.

The director is authorized to close the pheasant season on an

emergency basis as conditions warrant, consistent with RCVü 34.05.350

and 1'l .I2.150.

CHI'KAR

Bag and Possession Limits: Six (6) chukar per day, with a total of

eighteen (18) chukar in possession at any time.

yourn sEASoN DArES: Sept . 26 and 27 , 2009; Sept . 25 and 26, 2010; Sept.

24 and 25, 20LI. Open only to youth hunters accompanied by an adult

at l-east 18 years ol-d.

REGULAR sEASoN DArES: Oct. 3, 2009 - Jan. 18, 2010; OcL. 2t 2010 - Jan.

11 , 201-L; Oct. 1, 20LI Jan. !6, 2012 .

cRilY (suqeanraw) nentnroen

Bag and Possession Limits: Six (6) gray partridges per d.y, with

a total of eighteen (18) gray partridges in possession at any time.

6 0T5-2963.2



yourn SEASoN DAIES: sept. 26 and 21, 2009; sept. 25 and,26, 2oro; sept.
24 and 25, 20IL. Open only to youth hunters accompanied by an adult
at l-east 18 years ol_d.

REGULAR SEASoN DAIES: Oct. 3, 2009 - Jan. 18, 20L0; Oct. 2, 20IO _ Jan.

IJ, 20II; OcL. 2, 20tI Jan. IG, 20L2.

MOT'NTÀIN QUÀTL

Season cl-osed throughout Bastern Vüashington.

cArrFoRNrA (ver,r.uy) euArL ÃìrD NoRTHERN BoBr{HrrE

Bag and Possession Limits: Ten (10) quail per day, with a total_ of
thirty (30) quail in possession at any time, straight or mixed bag.

Yourn SEASoN DAIES: Sept. 26 and 21, 2009; sept. 25 and,26, 2OI0; sept.
24 and 25, 20II. Open only to youth hunters accompanied by an adult
at least 18 years old.

REGULAR sEAsoN DATES: oct. 3, 2009 - Jan. 18, 2010; ocL. 2, 20IO - Jan.

7J, 20LI; Oct. 2, 20II Jan. 16, 20L2.

IIESTERN WÀSHINGTON SE,ASONS :

RING.NECKED PHEASÀIiTT

Bag and Possession Llmits: Two (2) pheasants of either sex per day,

with a total of fifteen (15) pheasants j_n possession at any time.

YourH SEASoN DAIES: Sept. 26 and 21, 2009; sept. 25 and 26, 2OIo; sept.
24 and 25, 20IL. Open only to youth hunters accompanied by an adul-t

at least lB years ol_d.

HUNTERS S]XTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER SEASON DATES: SCPI . 28 - OCi.'. 2, 2OO9;

Sept. 21 Oct. I, 2010; Sept. 26-30, 20II.
7 oT5_2963.2



REGULAR SEASoN DAIES: Oct. 3 - Nov. 30, 2009; OcL. 2 - Nov. 30, 20L0;

Oct. 1- Nov. 30, 2011,. I a.m. to 4 p.m.; EXCEPT Dungeness Recreation

Area Site (Cl-allam County) starting Oct. 3, 2009; Oct. 2, 2010; Oct.

7, 20LL.

EXTENDED sEASoN DAIES: Dec. 1-15 , 2009, 201-0 | 20!L. I a.m. to 4 p.m.

only on the following rel-ease sites: BeÌfair, Fort Lewis, Kosmos,

Lincoln Creek, Scatter Creek, Skookumchuck, and al-l- Vühidbey Isl-and

rel-ease sites EXcEpr Bayview. Pheasants will not be released during

the extended season

p¡e¿s¿n+-*

@
(3) 3 Ða}¡ epÈien: 

^++eirs 
Ëh€ harvesË ef feur (4) pheasanËs
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ar#k€ff:

sPEcrAL RESTRrcrroN:. ltiestern Vüashington pheasant hunters must choose

to hunt on either odd-numbered or even-numbered weekend days from

B:00 10:00 a.m. at al-t units of Lake Terrel-l-, Tennant Lake,

Snoqualmie, Skagit, Skookumchuck, and Scatter Creek Vüildtife Areas,

al-l hunting sites on t¡rlhidbey Island, and at the Dungeness Recreation

Area, and must j-ndicate their choice on the i¡ùestern Washington

Pheasant Permit by choosing "odd" or "even." Hunters who sel-ect the

three day option, hunters 65 years of age or ol-der, and youth hunters

may hunt during either weekend day morning. Youth hunters must be

accompanied by an adul-t at feast 18 years old who must have an

appropriateJ-y marked pheasant permit if hunting.

MOI'NTÀIN QUATI,

Bag and Possession Limits: Two (2) mountain quail per day, with
total- of four (4) mountain quail in possession at any time.

SEASoN DAIES: Oct. 3 Nov. 30, 2009; OcL. 2 Nov. 30, 2010; Oct.

1 - Nov. 30, 20II.

cArrFoRNrÀ (var.r¡v) euÀrl, ÀtirD NoRTHERN BoBT{I¡rrE

Bag and Possession Limits: Ten (10) cal-ifornia (va11ey) quaiJ_ or

northern bobwhite per day, with a total of thirty (30¡ cal-ifornia
(val-J-ey) quair or northern bobwhite in possession at any time,

straight or mixed bag.

SEASoN DArES: Oct. 3 Nov. 30, 2009; Oct

1 - Nov. 30, 20II.

2 - Nov. 30, 2010; Oct

ors-2963.2



FÀLCONRY SE,ÀSONS:

UPT.AIìTD GAI{E BIRD .AI.ID FOREST GROUSE - FAI,CONRY

Bag and Possession Limits: Two (2) pheasants (either sex), six (6)

partridge, five (5) California (val-Iey) quail or northern bobwhite,

two (2) mountain quail (in VÙestern VÍashington only) , and three (3)

forest grouse (bl-ue, ruffed, spruce) per day. Possession limit is

twice the daily bag limit.

oPEN AREA: Statewide.

sEASoN DArES: Aug. 1, 2009 - Mar. 15, 2010,' Aug. 1, 201'0 - Mar. 15,

2011,; Aug. 1, 20II - Mar. 15, 2012

TI'RKEY - FA],COI{RY

A turkey tag is required to hunt turkey during the turkey falconry

season.

Bag and Possession Limits: One (1) turkey (either sex) per turkey

tag with a maximum of two (2) turkeys. Possession limit: Two (2).

oPEN AREA: Eastern Vüashington.

sEASoN DAIES: Sept. 1, 2009 - Feb. 15, 20L0; Sept. 1, 2070 - Feb. 15,

20It; Sept . l, 201'1' Feb. 15, 2012 -

MOT'RNING DOVE - FÀTCONRY

Bag and Possession Limits: Three (3) mourning doves per day straight

bag. or mixed bag with snipe, coots, ducks, and geese during

establ-ished seasons. Possession Iimit is twj-ce the daily limit.

oPEN AREA: Statewide.

sEASoN DAIES: Sept. 1 Dec. 16, 2009, 2070, 20IL-
10 0Ts-2963.2



COTTONTAIL R.ABBIT ÀIiTD SNOTTSHOE HARE . FAICOIIRY

Bag and Possession Limits: Five (5) cottontaj-ls or snowshoe hares

per day, straight or mixed bag. Possession fimit: Fifteen (15).

oPEN AREA: Statewide.

SEASoN DAIES: Aug. 1, 2009 - Mar. 15, 2010; Aug. 7, 2070 - Mar. 15,

2OlI; Aug. 1, 2OII - Mar. 15, 2012.

OTHER SEASONS:

CAÌ.IADA GOOSE SEPTEMBER SF.ASON

Bag and Possession Limits: Western Washington, except Cowl-itz and

Wahkiakum counties and that part of Cl-ark County north of the

Vüashougal River: Five (5) Canada geese per day with a total of ten

(10) in possessj-on at any time.

Cowlitz and Vüahkiakum counties and that part of Cl-ark County north

of the Washougaf River: Three (3) Canada geese per day with a total
of six (6) in possession at any time.

wESTERN wASHTNGToN SEASoN DATES: Sept. 10-15, 2009, 2010, 20IL. ExcEpr

Pacific County: Sept. 1-15, 2009, 201,0, and 20LI.

MOURNING DOVE

Bag and Possessj-on Limits: Ten (10) mourning doves per day with a

total of twenty (20) mourning doves in possession at any tì-me.

oPEN AREA: Statewide.

SEASoN DAIES: Sept. 1-30, 2009, 20L0, 20II.

HIP REQUIREMENTS:

All hunters age 16 and over of migratory game birds (duck, goose,
1-t ors-2963.2



coot, snipe, mourning dove, and band-tailed pigeon) are required to

complete a Harvest Information Program (HIP) survey at a license

dealer, and possess a Vrlashington Migratory Bird val-idation as

evidence of compliance with this requirement when hunting migratory

game birds. Youth hunters are required to complete a HIP survey,

and possess a free Vüashington Youth Migratory Bird val-idation as

evidence of compliance with this requirement when hunting migratory

game birds.

BAI{D-TÀILED PIGEON

Bag and Possession Limits: Two (2) band-tail-ed pigeons per day with

a total of four (4) band-tailed pigeons in possession at one tj-me.

oPEN AREA: Statewide

sEAsoN DArEs: Sept. 15-23, 2009, 2010, 20L1-

!{RITTEN AUTITORIZATION REQUIRED TO HT'NT BA}ID-TAILED PIGEONS.

All persons hunti-ng band-tailed pigeons in this season are reguired

to obtain a written authorization and harvest report from the

Washington department of f ish and wil-dl-if e. Application f orms must

be delivered to a department of fish and wil-dlife office no later

than August 25 or postmarked on or before August 25 in order for

applJ-cants to be mailed an authorization before the season starts.

Immediately after taking a band-tail-ed pigeon into possession,

hunters must record in ink the information required on the harvest

report. By October 15, hunters must return the harvest report to

a department of fish and wildlife office, ot report harvest

information on the department's internet reportlng system. Hunters

failing to compJ-y with reporting requirements wiII be ineligible to
L2 ors-2963.2



participate in the following band-tailed pigeon season.

BIRD DOG TRÀTNING SEÀSON

Wild upland game birds may be pursued during the dog-training season,

but may not be kiIled except during established hunting seasons. A

smalr game license is required to train dogs on wild game birds. A

Western Washington pheasant permit is
required to train dogs on pheasants in Western Vüashington. Captive

raised game birds may be released and killed during dog training if
proof of l-awful- acquisition (invoices) are in possession and the

birds are appropriateJ-y marked (VüAC 232-12-217 and 232-L2-044) .

oPEN AREA: Statewide.

SEASoN DArEs: Aug. 1, 2009 - Mar. 31, 2010; Aug. 1, 201-0 - Mar. 31,

2011; Aug. 1, 20II - Mar. 31, 2012.

Only youth and seniors may train dogs during their respective seasons

on designated Vùestern Vüashington pheasant release sites.

Bird dog training may be conducted year round on areas posted for
bird dog training on portions of: Region one - Espanora (T24N, R408,

E r/2 of section 16); Region Three - south L. T. Murray wildlife Area;

Region Four - Skagit Vüildlife Area, Lake TerreII Vüildlife Area, and

Snoqualmie Vüildl-ife Area; Region Five Shillapoo/Vancouver Lake

Wildlife Area; Region Six - Scatter Creek Wildl-ife Area, Fort Lewis

Mil-itary Base.

HOT'¡ID HT'NTING DT'RING DEER A}ID EIJC IIUNTTNG SEASONS

It is unlawful- to hunt any wildl-ife at night or wild
dogs (hounds) during the months of September, October,

animals with

or November

ors-2963.213



in any area open to a modern firearm deer or el-k season. The use

of hounds to hunt black bear, cougar (sxcnpt by public safety cougar

removal permit (WAC 232-72-243) or a commission authorized hound

permit (WAC 232-28-285) ), coyote, and bobcat is prohibited year

round.

YAIGAI'ÍA IÌ{DIAÌiI RESERVATION :

The 2009-10, 2010-ú., 20II-1-2 upland bird seasons within the Yakama

Indian Reservation shal-l be the same as the season established by

the Yakama Indian Nation.

COLVILLE IìÍDIÀI{ RESERVATION :

The 20O9-10 , 2OL0-I1, 20II-I2 upland bird seasons within the ColvilLe

Indian Reservatj-on shal-l be the same as the season establ-ished by

the Colvil-l-e Indian Tribe.

IStatutory Authority: RCW 11 .r2.041 , 11 .1,2.020, 11 .12.5-10,

77.12.2I0, f1.12.150, J1.L2.240. 09-09-083 (order 09-53) ' S

232-28-342, filed 4/L5/09, effective 5/16/09. Statutory Authority:

RCW 77 .12.047 , 11 .12.020, 11 .72.570, 11 .12.2I0. 08-09-090 (Order

08-78), S 232-28-342, filed 4/I8/08, effective 5/79/08. Statutory

AuthorJ-ty: RCIIü 71.12.041 . 06-11-031 (Order 06-91), S 232-28-342,

filed 5/8/06, effective 6/8/06.1

L4 ors-2963.2



wNc 232'28-342 2009-10, 2oLo-Lrt 2ooL-L2 small g¿rme seasons.

Recommended Adjustments

The following adjustments are proposed since the Code Reviser (CR 102) filing and are
included in your notebook language.

Paee 1

Insert the following language at the beginning of the rule: "It is unlawful to fail to comply
with bag, possession, and season limits except as described below. Violations of this section
maybepunishedunderRCW 77.15.245,77.15.400,and77.15.430, depending onthe species
hunted and the violation." The reason for the change is to clarify the penalties that may be
invoked for violation of this rule.

Psses 8,9, & 73

The licensing requirements were changed by the legislature in2009. These changes reflect
that legislation.

l5



SUMMARY OF WRITTEN PUBLIC INPUT

WAC 232-28-3 42 2009 -10, 20 1 0- 1 l, 2011 - 1 2 Small game seasons.

COMMENTS AGENCY RESPONSE
Based on previous comments, I thought that the #4 shot
(or smaller) regulation only apply to species other than
turkeys. Please consider changing the turkey
regulations to allow other shot sizes.

The 2009 proposal addressed the use of #4 (or smaller)
shot for turkeys. Studies have shown that using #4 shot
or smaller (e.g.,#6,) results in clean kills and reduced
risks to those who might be shot in the rare case of an
accident.

Attached is a signed petition to establish a senior hunt
for pheasants in eastern Washington. The proposal is to
have the senior season during the week after the youth
season on oheasant release sites onlv.

The Department will work with the proponent and
regional WDFW wildlife and enforcement staff to
develop a recommendation for a future meeting where
seasons are set.

t6



SUMMARY OF ORAL PUBLIC INPUT
Testimony from the March 12-13,2010 Commission Meeting.

WAC 232-28-3 42 2009 -10, 20 I 0- 1 l, 201 I - I 2 Small game seasons.

COMMENTS AGENCY RESPONSE
Electronic calls and their use for turkey hunting was a
change started in the fall of 2008 and affected 2009
spring turkey hunting. The calls affect a disabled hunter
with the increased bag limits; this regulation is no
lonser applicable.

The use of electronic calls is an ethics issue and does not
impact the bag limits. If a hunter with disabilities has an
impediment and would like to seek a special use permit,
they can do so by contacting the Department.

t7



PROPOSED RULE MAKING
CR-102 (June 2004)

(lmplements RCW 34.05.320)
Do NOT use for exoedited rule makino

Agency: Department of Fish and Wildlife

! Preproposal Statement of lnquiry was filed as WSR 09-24-111; or
] Expedited Rule Making--Proposed notice was filed as WSR ; or
I Proposal is exempt under RGW 34.05.310(4).

xf
f

Original Notice
Supplemental Notice to WSR
Continuance of WSR

Title of rule and other ¡dent¡fy¡ng ¡nformation: (Describe Subject)
Hunting Rules - See Attachment A

Hearing location(s):
Natural Resources Building, Room 172
1111 Washington Street SE
Olympia, Washington 98501
(360) 902-2s15

Date: March 12-13, 2010 Time: 8:00 am

Submit written comments to:
Name: Wildlife Program Commission Meeting Public Comments
Address: 600 CapitolWay North, Olympia WA 98501-1091
e-mail Wildthinq(Odfr^/.wa.qov
lax .(360) 902-2162

By: Wednesdav, Februarv 24. 2010

Assistance for persons with disabilities:

Contact: Susan Yeaoer by March 8.2010

TTY (800) 833-6388 or (360) 902-2267
Date of intended adoption: Aoril 9-10. 2010
(Note: This is NOT the effective date)
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
See Attachment A

Reasons supporting proposal :

See Attachment A

Statutory authority for adoption : 7 7 .012.040, 7 7 .12.047, 7 7 .12.020,
77 .12.570.77 .t2.2t0,77 .t2.t50,77 .12.240,77 .32.070. 77 .32.530

Statute bei ng im plemented : 77.0 I 2 .040, 7 7 .12.047, 7 7 .12.020,
7 7 .12.57 0, 7 7 .t2.2t 0, 7 7 . 1 2.1 50, 7 7 . t2.240, 7 7 .32.07 0, 7 7 .32.530

ls rule necessary because of a:
Federal Law?
Federal court Decisiont E Yes X uo

state court Decision? 
t E Y"" X t'lo

lf yes, CITATIoN: E Yes X ruo
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DATE
Februarv 3.2010
NAME
Lori Preuss
SIGNATURE
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'

L O>'I jv ( (r 'i .

TITLE
Rules Coordinator

(COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE)
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Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal
matters: rY

None

Name of proponent: (person or organization)
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

I Private

I puot¡c

X Governmental

Name of agency personnel responsible for:
Name

Drafting............... Dave Brittell

Office Location

Natural Resources Building, Olympia

Phone

(306) e02-2504

lmplementation.... Dave Brittell Natural Resources Building, Olympia (360) 902-2504

Enforcement.........Bruce Bjork Natural Resources Building, Olympia (360) 902-2373

Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.85 RGW?

! Yes. Attach copy of small business economic impact statement.

A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

phone ( )
fax()
e-mail

X tlo. Explain why no statement was prepared.
These rules regulate recreational hunters and do not directly regulate small business.

ls a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.328?

E yes A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

phone ( )
fax()
e-mail

X No: Please explain: Not hydraulics rules.

t9



20

ATTACHMENT A

WAC 220-55-115 Recreational License Dealer Fees
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed language allows hunters to replace lost permits at vendors statewide and reimburses
vendors for the cost of providing supplemental permits.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Provide greater flexìbility for hunters to replace lost permits.

WAC 232-12-047 Unlawful methods for huntins
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules.'
The proposed language clarifies that handguns may be used for personal protection by all hunters.
Hunters will have greater certainty on their rights to possess handguns for personal protection.

Moves crossbow regulations from the archery requirement rule to the unlawful methods for hunting rule.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Provide consistency with the U.S. Constitution and state law.

Crossbows are lawful under modern firearm seasons and not under archery seasons.

WAC 232-1 2-051 M uzzleloadinø firearms
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules.'
The proposed language clarifies that handguns may be used for personal protection by all hunters.
Hunters will have greater certainty on their rights to possess handguns for personal protection.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Provide consistency with the U.S. Constitution and state law.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules;
The proposed language clarifies that handguns may be used for personal protection by all hunters.
Hunters will have greater certainty on their rights to possess handguns for personal protection.

Moves crossbow regulations from the archery requirement rule to the unlawful methods for hunting rule.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Provide consistency with the U.S. Constitution and state law.

Crossbows are lawful under modern firearm seasons and not under archery seasons.

WAC 232-28-248 Special Closures and Firearm Restriction Areas.
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed language closes deer hunting on Cottonwood lsland and Howard lsland. The purpose is to
protect endangered Columbian white{ailed deer. The anticipated effect is to further the recovery of
Columbian white-tailed deer while retaining deer hunting on the mainland in GMU 564 proper.

Reasons support¡ng proposal :

The proposed language allows the retention of hunting in GMU 564 proper, but does not allow deer
hunting on Cottonwood and Howard lslands which are sites proposed for Columbian white-tailed deer
release to further Columbian white-tailed deer recovery.

20
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WAC 232-28-266 Damase Prevention Permits
purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
This proposal changes the timeframe that turkey Damage Prevention Permits are valid, so they can be
used beginning on October 10. This proposal does not change the number of turkey permits approved.

This proposalalso dedicates an additional 50 antlerless elk permits to Game Management Units in

Region 5 to address increased elk damage complaints.

Reasons supporting proposal :

ln April 2009, the Fish and Wildlife Commission approved 200 turkey Damage Prevention Permits for
GMUs 105 to124 which were valid beginning December 1 5. WDFW enforcement officers found that
landowners experienced damage issues during October and November, before the approved Damage
Prevention Permit season.

Elk Damage Prevention Permits currently allocated throughout the state have not been adequate to

address elk damage in Region 5.

quotas
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed WAC amends seasons for moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat. The Department
recommends status quo seasons for moose and minor permit level changes for bighorn sheep and
mountain goat. Winter surveys indicate moose populations are stable. The Department recommends

status quo permit levels. All bighorn sheep populations that currently are hunted either meet or exceed
population objectives. The Department recommends minor permit level changes (from 40 to 46) based
on the population thresholds in the Game Management Plan (2008). The changes include closing the
Wenaha (previously 1 permit), opening Swakane (1 permit), and opening Chelan Butte (1 permit).

Mountain goat populations are stable in all hunted populations. Changes in permit levels are based on

annual survey counts and tend to be conservative given the sensitivity of goats to over harvesting. The
Department recommends status quo permit levels in all areas, except reducing the permit level from 2 to

I in the Bumping River population management unit due to recent survey counts. The anticipated effects
are sustainable recreational hunting opportunities and long-term viable populations.'

Reasons supporting proposal:
Permit level changes are based on the population thresholds in the Game Management Plan (2008).

WAC 232-12-284 Bishorn sheep -Markins requirements
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed WAC amends the marking requirements for bighorn sheep that are harvested or in
possession. The Department implemented a few ewe-only bighorn sheep hunts last hunting season and
was unable to effectively mark ewe horns due to their smaller size. Given the intent of the rule and
difficulty marking ewe horns, the Department is recommending amending the rule to only include marking
requirements for bighorn sheep rams, not ewes. There is no anticipated effect to populations or hunting
opportunity.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The intent of the rule is to address the potential for illegal harvest and commercialization of bighorn sheep
ram horns, because a mature ram skull can have a market value of several thousand dollars.
Fortunately, the same situation does not occur for bighorn sheep ewes. As such, the Department is
recommending dropping the marking requirement for bighorn ewes.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
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lmplements Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 2438 and establishes pilot cougar with the aid of
dogs in Chelan, Okanogan, Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oreille, and Klickitat counties for thL 2O1O-11 winter.
The objective of the bill is to use a pilot cougar hunt with the aid of dogs to address public safety and the
protection of private property (e.9., pets and livestock), as well as to ailow the Department to more
effectively manage cougar populations.

The Department is recommending a status quo permit season for the 2o1o-2o11l
the following exceptions:

pilot cougar hunt, with

1 . Change the opening day of the permit hunt from Dec 19 to Dec 1 (except GMUs 101, 105, and
2O4).

2. lncrease the kill quota for Klickitat hunt zone to 10 total cougars or 4 females.
3. lncrease the cap on the number of permits issued from 2x the total quota to 3x the total quota.4. lf a second drawing occurs, select additional hunters from the unselected pool of applicants that

reside in a participating county.
5. Routine calendar date changes for the six counties continuing the pilot program.

The anticipated effect is to stabilize cougar populations at current levels.

At date of this filing, only Klickitat County has met the basic requirements for inclusion in the pilot cougar
hunt. This filing serves as a public notice that other counties may request inclusion in the pilot cougar-
program up untll rule action by the Fish and wildlife commission in April 2010.

Reasons supporting proposal :

The rule implements ESHB 2438. The objective of the bill is to use a pilot cougar hunt with the aid of
dogs to address public safety and the protection of private property (e.g., pets ãnd livestock), as well as to
allow the Department to more effectively manage cougar populations.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed WAC amends spring black bear hunting seasons. To expand the benefit of tñe spring
seasons in the Blue Mountains, the Department is recommending adding a spring bear hunt ¡n OtvlÚ tat
(Couse) with 4 permits. The anticipated effect is better distribution of harvested bears geographically and
a slight increase in total harvest.

For Westside spring bear hunts, the Department is recommending reducing the season length in the
Kapowsin Tree Farm unit from April 1S-June 15 to April 1S-May 15 based on discussions with the
landowñers. There is a slight anticipated effect to the number of hunter days.

Reasons supporting proposal :

The objectives of spring bear hunts in the Blue Mountains are to better distribute the harvest
geographically and increase total harvest while minimizing female take. Through time, the spring season
has proven successful for both objectives.

The Fish and Wildlife Commission began implementing spríng black bear hunts in western Washington in
2006. The purpose of these hunts is to reduce tree damage by bears during the spring.

and regulations
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The rule establishes cougar permit hunt seasons without the aid of dogs. The proposal removes permit
hunt seasons in hunt areas with a concurrent pilot cougar permit hunt with the aid of dogs. The purpose
of the change is to consolidate two permit seasons into one for simplication and allow añyone to'apply for
the hunt. The anticipated effects are simplifaction of hunting seasons and long-term sustainable cougar
populations.
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ln addition, the proposal increases the permit level in the Blue Mountains zone from 40 to 100. The
purpose of the increased permit level is to aid in achieving harvest objectives in the Blue Mountains.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Consolidates two cougar permit hunt seasons into one permt season where anyone can apply. lncreased
permit level in Blue Mountains is to aid in achieving harvest objectives in the Blue Mountains.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The rule establishes the 2010 and2011 fall black bear seasons. Proposed seasons are status quo

compared to 2009 seasons, except the recommendation to open the season on Aug 14 rather than Aug I
in three Black Bear Management Units (i.e., South Cascades BBMU, Okanogan BBMU, and Northeastern
B BBMU). The purpose is to provide recreational harvest opportunities for black bear, while maintaining

long{erm sustainable populations in eaòh BBMU (except Puget Sound and Columbia Basin BBMUs).
The anticipated effects of the rule are continued recreational harvest opportunties similar to 2009 levels,

with slight reduced season length in 3 of 9 BBMUs, and long-term sustainable bear populations.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Population indicators for black bears support status quo hunting seasons in each BBMU, except South

Cascades, Okanogan, and Northeastern B. ln those BBMUs, indicators suggest that hunting seasons
should be more conservative.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effec s, including any changes in existing rules:
The WAC establishes rules associated with conducting a raffle for a big game hunting license/transport
tag. The purpose of the amendment is to implement SHB 1778 and provide spending direction for
WDFïV dedicated raffle account. The proposal directs Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

WDFW) to spend revenue from single species raffle hunts on the management of respective species
raffled, and spend revenue from multiple species raffle hunts on game management. The anticipated
effect is spending consistent with SHB 1778 and public input.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Proposal implements SHB 1778 and addresses public input supporting dedicated accounts.

WAC 232-28-291 Special huntins season permits
nrrpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules.'
The purpose is to modify the permit application rules to allow permit application in drawing by category
rather than by species.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Consistency with initiative to provide greater permit application opportunities for hunters and expand
funding for hunter access programs.

WAC 232-28-292 Washinston auction hunts
purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The WAC establishes rules associated with conducting an auction for a big game hunting
license/transport tag. The purpose of the amendment is to implement SHB 1778 and provide spending
direction for WDFW dedicated auction account. The proposal directs Washington Department of Fish

and Wildlife (WDFW) to spend revenue from single species auction hunts on the management of
respective species auctioned, and spend revenue from multiple species auction hunts on game

management. The anticipated effect is spending consistent with SHB 1778 and public input.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Proposal implements SHB 1778 and addresses public input supporting dedicated accounts.
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WAC 232-28-295 Landowner huntins permits
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
ln 2009, two "any elk" permits were allocated to the Teanaway Ranch LHP in Kittitas County; one public
and one LHP landowner permit. This proposal removes one Landowner Hunting Permit (LHP) cooperator
(Teanaway Ranch)from the program. This rule change will likely result in one less general public hunter
accessing the Teanaway Ranch for elk hunting.

Reasons supporting proposal :

ln the fall of 2009, the LHP cooperator contacted WDFW, informed the agency that they did not wish to
continue in the LHP program, and requested that we cancel their contract for future years.

WAC 232-28-337 Deer and Elk Area Descriotions
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed language adjusts the boundaries of deer and elk areas and also creates a new elk area.
Adjustment of the boundaries will help staff deal with wildlife damage problems where they are occurring.
Creation of new areas also protects elk when appropriate.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposed language makes existing boundaries more appropriate when the Department is dealing
with damage or nuisance issues. The new area helps protect elk on a small scale without excluding
hunting entirely on the GMU scale.

WAC 232-28-342 Small Game Seasons
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Since 2006, fall, either sex turkey hunting seasons in southeastern Washington have been liberalized,
taking advantage of increasing turkey populations and províding expanded hunting opportunity. This
proposal moves fall turkey hunting season in Game Management Units (GMUs) 145-154 and 162-186
(Blue Mountains GMUs) to the "early fall general" season from the "early fall permit only" season. During
the 2006, 2007, and 2008 fall permit seasons, approximately 44 percent of special permit holders
participated in the hunt, with approximately 45 percent of those hunters successfully filling their permit. ln
2008, 89 turkeys were harvested in these GMUs during the fall permit season. Changing to a general
season hunt will allow greater opportunity for turkey hunters while season length, hunter success, and
mixed ownerships will moderate turkey harvest.

Reasons supporting proposal :

The proposed changes provide increased hunter opportunity in areas where expanding populations can
support increased fall harvest.

WAC 232-28-351 Deer seneral seasons and definitions
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of this proposal is to retain general season deer hunting opportunity, balance the hunting
opportunity between user groups, increase opportunity when deer populations allow, and reduce
opportunity when declining deer numbers warrant such a change.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Provides recreational, deer hunting opportunity and protects deer from overharvest. Maintains
sustainable general deer hunting season opportunities for 2010 and 2011. Helps address deer damage
problems and provides for deer population control when needed.

WAC232-28-352 Elk seneral seasons and definitions
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The purpose of this proposal is to retain general season elk hunting opportunity, balance the hunting
opportunity between user groups, increase opportunity when elk populations allow, and reduce
opportunity when declining elk numbers warrant such a change.



25

Reasons supporting proposal :

Provides recreational, elk hunting opportunity and protects elk from overharvest. Maintains sustainable
general elk hunting season opportunities for 2010 and 2011. Helps address elk damage problems and
provides for elk population control when needed.

WAC 232-28-355 Deer special permits
Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules;
lntroduces new category structure for special permits which provide more opportunities to apply. New
structure is intended to provide more opportunity to the public and generate more revenue for WDFW.
Maintain deer special hunting season opportunities for 2010. Adjust special deer permits for 2010 in

response to deer population changes and damage complaints. Provides for recreational harvest of deer.
Helps reduce agricultural damage and provides for population control of deer where needed.

Reasons supporting proposal:
New category structure will allow more opportunities to apply which will increase revenue for WDFW.
Provides recreational, deer hunting opportunity and protects deer from overharvest. Addresses deer
damage problems.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules.'
lntroduces new category structure for special permits which provide more opportunities to apply. New
strucutre is intended to provide more opportunity to the public and generate more revnue for WDFW.
Maintain elk special hunting season opportunities fo¡ 2010. Adjust special elk permits for 2010 in

response to elk population changes and damage complaints. Provides for recreational harvest of elk.

Helps reduce agricultural damage and provides for population control of elk where needed.

Reasons supporting proposal:
New category structure will allow more opportunities to apply which will increase revenue for WDFW.
Provides recreational, elk hunting opportunity and protects elk from overharvest. Addresses elk damage
problems.

EIK
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