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“GREEN SHEET” 
  
Meeting: May 7, 2010, Conference Call 

Agenda Item A: Wildlife Interaction Regulations - Update  

Prepared By: Dave Ware, Game Division Manager, Wildlife Program 

Presented By: Steve Pozzanghera, Region 1 Director 

Background: 
 At Fish and Wildlife Commission meetings held in March and April, Department staff briefed the 

Commission on proposed new regulations that address wildlife conflicts (Chapter 232-36 WAC).  
The Commission held a public hearing on these proposals during its April 9-10, 2010, meeting in 
Leavenworth.  Staff reviewed all the public comments received and revisions were incorporated 
into a revised Department proposal.  
 

The major changes include:  
• Crop Adjustors – staff recommends sharing the cost of the adjustor; charging a flat 

fee of $600 to each landowner submitting a valid claim; and paying the landowner’s 
share out of their damage payment. 
 

• Documentation – staff does not recommend a change in the requirements here.  It 
appears that landowners are already required to use many of these same 
documents for USDA programs and the Dept of Revenue. 
 

• $500 Deductable – staff recommends dropping this requirement. With other criterion 
in place, the deductable is no longer necessary to manage inefficient use of staff 
time on small claims.  
 

• Public hunting for depredation claims – we are recommending that this requirement 
be eliminated.  It would likely have less impact on reducing the potential for 
depredation than it does for addressing crop damage. We plan to encourage 
landowners who experience depredations to use hunting as a self-help technique 
where feasible. 
 

• $1000 minimum for livestock claims – For livestock claims only, we are 
recommending that we reduce this to the legislative minimum of $500.  This 
minimum was designed to reduce frivolous claims, but at $1000 may not even cover 
the loss of a cow or several sheep. 
 

• The definition of "Immediate threat of physical harm" was modified to delete the 
phrase referring to “close proximity to the human”. The term proximity is not 
commonly understood and there is concern that it could lead to inappropriate killing 
of wildlife. 

 
Following the April 9-10, 2010, Commission meeting, Department staff conducted follow-up 
discussions with several of the citizens who provided testimony.  Staff has an additional meeting 
scheduled for this evening with landowners.  Rule adoption was initially planned for today’s 
conference call; however, staff would like additional time to complete its meeting with landowners in 
the Blue Mountains area and to address their comments before making a final recommendation to 
the Commission. 
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Policy Issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
  

 Implement SHB 1778 and develop rules that address property damage and human/wildlife 
conflicts. 

 Ensure that damage control actions are consistent with wildlife population and management 
objectives. 

 Increase property owner flexibility; encourage the use of preventative measures; and clarify 
priorities and assistance available to address property damage. 

 Incorporate the public comments received from the Commission hearing process as 
appropriate. 

 

Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
 Several citizens testified at the public hearing on the proposed regulations that was held during the 

April 9-10 Commission meeting.  Department staff addressed the comments and made changes as 
described in the “background” section above (HSUS‘s concerns about the definition of close 
proximity when killing wildlife for personal safety; hunters wanting greater access requirements, 
which had previously been incorporated into the rules in WAC 232-36-300; trappers’ concerns 
about the requirements for WCO certification were addressed; ranchers and farmers have common 
themes regarding the use and payment of licensed adjustors; documentation requirements for filing 
claims; public access to property; $500 deductible in addition to other criteria; $1000 minimum for 
payment of claims; and concerns expressed by cattlemen about the 12 reporting requirement for 
depredations, which has been changed to 24 hours with protection of the evidence at the site). 
 

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking): 
 Staff requests that the Commission postpone final rule adoption from the May 7, 2010, conference 

call to the June 4-5, 2010, Commission meeting in Spokane. 

Draft motion language: 
 I move to postpone final adoption of Chapter 232-36 WAC, Wildlife Interaction Regulations, to the 

June 4-5, 2010, Commission meeting in Spokane.   

Justification for Commission action: 
 Department staff are meeting with landowners who have experienced chronic crop damage by elk 

in the Blue Mountains, and more time is needed to address any additional concerns prior to 
finalizing a recommendation to the Commission on final rule adoption. 

 
Communications plan: 
 (See attachment) 

 



 

Communications/Outreach Plan 
WDFW Wildlife Interaction Rules 

 
May 2010 

 

Objectives: 
• Educate the public about the value of new rules designed to address property 

damage, nuisance, and public safety resulting from interactions with wildlife. 

• Broaden public awareness of WDFW’s proposals and the strategies that would 
be used to resolve property damage and nuisance problems caused by wildlife. 

• Inform the public about what individuals can do to resolve problems and where 
they can go for help. 

Audiences: 
 

 Property owners  Legislature  Local stakeholders
 Environmental groups  Timber companies  Tribes 
 Outdoors groups 
 General public 

 Counties/Cities 
 Farmers and Ranchers 

 State agencies 
 Hunters 

 
Messages: 
 

• The proposed rules are designed to provide property owners with greater 
flexibility to prevent and mitigate damage to their property while ensuring stable 
and healthy wildlife populations. 

• Stakeholders played an important role in drafting legislation and in the 
development of the rules.   

• WDFW is not able to respond directly to all citizens who encounter problems with 
wildlife. 

• The rules encourage increased partnerships that provide technical assistance to 
landowners and expand certification of wildlife control operators to assist them in 
addressing damage problems.  

• The rules encourage proactive agreements with the Department and provide new 
incentives to landowners with more authority to address wildlife-damage issues.  

• The rules clarify when lethal removal may be used to address human safety, 
property damage, and prevention. 

• Prior to lethal removal of wildlife, property owners must employ and document 
preventative measures used to avoid damage.  

• For significant commercial crop damage, reimbursement may be available under 
terms identified in the proposed rules. 



 

• The use of licensed crop insurance adjustors for assessing crop damage is 
required under the proposed rules. 

• Livestock depredation may be compensated if the state Legislature provides 
future funding 

Communications: 
 

Website:  

• Post a notice of WDFW’s intent to develop rules. (Posted March 2010) 

• Post draft rules (WAC232-36) on the department’s website. (March 2010) 

• Once completed, the rules will be available on the WDFW website. (Lead: 
Public Affairs) 

• Webpage will include a link to WDFW’s Living with Wildlife information. 
 

News releases:  
• A news release issued March 2010 announcing that the department is 

accepting public comments on the rules. (Lead: Public Affairs) 

• A news release issued April 2010 announcing that the commission heard 
public comments on the rules and will consider adoption in June. (Lead: 
Public Affairs) 

• A news release announcing the completion of rules and where to find 
additional information. (Lead: Public Affairs) 
   

Informational Materials: 
• Develop/update brochures for commercial crop damage claims. (Lead: 

Enforcement Program) 

• Update materials for the Living with Wildlife series to provided technical 
information to avoid problems.  (Lead: Wildlife Program) 

• Develop materials listing contact information for partners available to 
assist with damage and nuisance. (Lead: Enforcement Program) 

• Develop procedures for customer service staff on how to assist callers 
with nuisance and damage information. (Lead: Wildlife Program) 

Public contacts:  
• Proactively make contacts with landowners who have filed chronic 

damage claims for commercial crop losses in the past. (Lead: 
Enforcement Program; Wildlife Program in Region 3)  

• Make routine contacts with landowners who have access agreements with 
the department and experience problems with wildlife. (Lead: Wildlife 
Program) 



 

 
Advisory group outreach:  

 Work with the Game Management Advisory Council to understand the 
conditions of the rules. (Lead: Wildlife Program) 

 Work with the Master Hunter Advisory Council to coordinate projects to 
help the department and landowners with herding and hazing deer and 
elk. (Lead: Enforcement Program) 

 
Partnerships: 

 Work with county animal control officials to increase citizen awareness 
of what can be done to prevent wildlife damage and develop 
agreements to assist landowners with nuisance problems. (Lead: 
Enforcement Program) 

 Work with WSU County Extension programs to increase awareness of 
damage prevention techniques. (Lead: Wildlife and Enforcement 
Programs) 

 Work with Rehabilitation Facilities to increase awareness of damage 
prevention techniques. (Lead: Wildlife Program) 

 
Training: 

 Develop training workshops for department staff on the major changes 
to wildlife damage rules and management. (Lead: Enforcement and 
Wildlife Programs) 

 Revise training programs and develop certification requirements for 
Wildlife Control Operators to assist landowners with wildlife nuisance 
problems and deer and elk damage mitigation. (Lead: Enforcement 
Program) 
 

Communication/outreach leads 
• Policy:  Enforcement Program (Sean Carroll; Steve Crown) 

• Wildlife Program (Dave Ware) 

• Communications: Public Affairs (Craig Bartlett) 
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