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Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project (briefing) 
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Curtis Tanner, Nearshore Project Manager, Habitat Program 
Margen Carlson, Puget Sound Policy, Habitat Program 
 

Presenter(s):  
 

Curtis Tanner, Habitat Program 

Background: 
The Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project (PSNERP) is a study currently 
being conducted by the Department jointly with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), 
Seattle District Office. Completing the study with the Corps can lead to significant federal 
funding for large-scale restoration projects that could not otherwise be achieved with local 
funding.  PSNERP’s goals are to identify problems of nearshore habitat loss and degradation 
that are of National significance, evaluate potential solutions, and restore and preserve critical 
nearshore processes and functions.  The intended outcome of PSNERP is to contribute to 
Puget Sound recovery by completing an assessment of nearshore restoration and protection 
needs and implementing 10-15 large-scale process-based restoration projects in partnership 
with the Corps and funded by Congress. The analysis of nearshore restoration and protection 
opportunities will also support the work of others to restore Puget Sound. 

 

The study was started in 2001 and is supported by an interdisciplinary team of scientists from 
several organizations.  The Nearshore Science Team has helped lead PSNERP to complete 
an assessment of historical condition of the nearshore circa 1850 and compare that to the 
present condition in order to understand what has changed.  Included in this analysis is 
information on anthropogenic stressors that impact nearshore ecosystems, including shoreline 
armoring, dikes and levees, overwater structures, and watershed development.  This ”change 
analysis” lead to the identification of six, science-based problem statements. PSNERP is 
currently identifying strategic protection and restoration projects that address these problem 
statements with minimum risk and maximum benefit.   

 

Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
None. 
 
Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
PSNERP has incorporated a wide variety of stakeholders since its inception, including federal, 
tribal, state, and local governments; university faculty and programs; and environmental and 
business interests.  Please see the attached list of participating organizations for more detail.  
The participation of these partner organizations has resulted in a study approach and decision-
making that better address a variety of interests and responsibilities related to the Puget Sound 
nearshore. 

PSNERP also conducted a series of public scoping meetings in western Washington, in 
accordance with the National and State Environmental Protection Acts (NEPA and SEPA, 
respectively) processes.  Attendance at these initial meetings was low, but a few themes 
emerged. 



• People appreciated the power of a Nationally-funded program, like that of Chesapeake 
or the Florida Everglades, to improve the health of Puget Sound. 

• Likewise, attendees recognized the contribution of Puget Sound’s natural amenities to 
the region’s quality of life and suggested that PSNERP do a better job connecting the 
benefits of ecosystem-scale restoration to functions, goods, and services that people 
care about. 

• It was difficult for people to understand the potential implications for themselves and 
their interests without some geographically- or project-specific recommendations.  
Although such recommendations weren’t available at the time of the scoping meetings, 
PSNERP will share a “preferred alternative” set of projects during the next round of 
NEPA/SEPA meetings.  We expect public interest and attendance to rise because we 
will be able to discuss site-specific recommendations. 

PSNERP is an important component of the Puget Sound Partnership’s (PSP) strategy to 
restore the Puget Sound by 2020.  As such, the PSNERP team will be working with PSP staff 
to share the emerging recommendations with the PSP stakeholder groups that exist in each of 
the seven Action Areas around the Sound. 

 
Action requested:  
None 
 
Draft motion language: 
N/A 
 
Justification for Commission action: 
N/A 
 
Communications Plan: 
N/A 
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