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COMMENTS AGENCY RESPONSE 

We support the basic proposed new WDFW 
falconry regulations and urge the Commission 
to adopt them. 

Thank you.  Adoption of the new regulations at 
the August Commission meeting will facilitate 
their submission to the USFWS by September, 
in order for Washington to become certified by 
the USFWS in January 2011 to continue the 
practice of falconry. 

We appreciate the long standing collaboration 
between the WDFW and the falconry 
community.  The proposed new state 
regulations are an example of this. 

The WDFW and the falconry community have 
worked together since April 2009 to jointly 
develop the proposed regulations. 

I ask the Commission to adopt the new federal 
regulations. 

The proposal under consideration is the new 
state regulations, not the unilateral adoption of 
the new federal regulations.  The proposed new 
WDFW regulations are in compliance and 
consistent with the USFWS regulations, but are 
not identical. 
 
Parts of the new USFWS regulations are not 
appropriate for Washington, both in content, 
language, administrative relevance, and state 
specific needs.  A state may promulgate its own 
falconry rules; however, they must be 
consistent with federal regulations minimum 
standards.  State regulations may be more 
restrictive than federal regulations. 

I urge the Commission to adopt the 
Washington Falconer’s Association’s 
suggested regulation changes. 

In the process of collaborative regulations 
development with the falconry community, the 
WDFW has extensively incorporated the 
majority of  WFA’s input, except for two issues 
and anything that was in conflict with USFWS 
regulations.  
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The new regulations should adopt the same 
species list for falconry take of raptors as is in 
the federal regulations. 

The proposed new WDFW regulations list all 
the Washington raptor species that are 
traditionally and currently being used for 
falconry.  Some of the species the federal 
regulations allow for take nationally are species 
of concern in Washington. 
In addition to potential concerns on the 
biological status of many other Washington 
raptors, and the lack of biological information, 
there is also public opinion and social 
consideration regarding raptor species allowed 
for falconry take. 
 
Some falconers want to take snowy owls.  This 
is unacceptable to much of the public. 

I want to explore the potential of raptor species 
not typically utilized for falconry. 

There are inappropriate raptor species for 
falconry relative to their use in falconry hunting 
of legal quarry.  Most of the owl species are 
examples.  The WDFW opposes raptor take for 
what can be assessed as novelty use or pet 
keeping.  
 

I request the Commission to allow the 
propagation of wild taken raptors. 

The adjusted new proposed regulations permit 
this; however, progeny of Washington wild 
taken raptors may not be sold or traded. 

The propagation of wild taken Washington 
raptors would provide for a gene pool to be 
used if reintroduction of a species becomes 
necessary. 

The WDFW would detect a significant drop in 
a population and would initiate scientific 
recovery efforts if a species becomes imperiled.  
Reintroduction stock and actions would more 
likely involve raptors taken from the wild, zoos, 
universities, or professional raptor restoration 
and research institutes where the genetic 
breeding line and health could be more closely 
tracked rather than from amateur or commercial 
raptor propagators. 

The falconry community does not advocate 
sale of wild taken raptors, we do want the 
ability sell their progeny. 

Sale of progeny of wild caught raptors is 
unlawful commercialization of wildlife.  The 
WDFW and the Commission strongly opposes 
commercialization of wildlife.  There are 
several RCW’s and WAC’s that address 
commercialization issues. 

I would like regulations to simplify and 
facilitate out of state falconers to come to 
Washington to hunt. 

The new proposed regulations provide for out 
of state falconers to hunt and to have a limited 
take of Washington raptors.   
 
This should satisfy the Washington falconers 
who wanted these privileges for non- resident 
falconers so that they could have reciprocal 
rights in other states. 
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