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“GREEN SHEET” 
  
Meeting: November 5, 2010 conference call. 

Agenda Item A: Petitions to Amend Falconry Regulations—Decision  

Prepared By: Eric Cummins, Section Manager, Wildlife Diversity Division, Wildlife Program 
Nate Pamplin, Acting Assistant Director, Wildlife Program 

 
Presented By: 

 
Nate Pamplin, Acting Assistant Director, Wildlife Program 

  
Background: 

Falconry and management of raptors are jointly regulated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department).  A state may 
promulgate its own falconry rules; however, they must be consistent with federal regulations 
minimum standards.  State rules may be more restrictive than federal regulations. The Commission 
has updated, amended, and created new draft state falconry rules to conform with new federal 
falconry regulations. 
 
On June 4, 2010, the Department proposed a new WAC chapter, 232-30 Falconry Regulations, to 
the Commission for consideration for adoption at the August 6, 2010 Commission meeting in 
Olympia.  The rules were adopted by the Commission on August 6, 2010 and became effective 
September 20, 2010.  

During the public comment period of the proposed new falconry rules this summer, the Washington 
Falconers Association (WFA) had opposed two areas of the new WAC chapter: 1) restricting the 
number of raptor species permitted for take in Washington; and 2) restricting the sale of progeny of 
wild taken Washington raptors.   

The recently adopted WAC chapter on Falconry regulations specified that only the traditional species 
of raptors currently in use in Washington would be allowed for take.  For many of the other native 
Washington raptors, there is little information on their population and habitat status.  There is also 
opposition from the general and environmental public to allow many other species of hawks, owls, 
ospreys, and turkey vultures to be captured from the wild.  
 
Captive propagation of wild taken raptors was prohibited in Washington from the 1980’s, when raptor 
propagation in Washington became legal, as a permit condition on state raptor propagation permits 
until 2004, when in response to a petition from the falconry community, the Commission amended 
the former, now repealed, WAC 232-12-129 to allow the propagation of wild taken Washington 
raptors, but continued to restrict the offer of sale or trade of the progeny of wild taken Washington 
raptors.  Input by falconers during the development of new falconry rules in 2009-2010 was to 
remove that restriction and be permitted to sell progeny from wild taken Washington raptors.  The 
new Falconry Regulations in WAC 232-30 restricts the sale or trade of progeny of wild taken 
Washington raptors. 
 

 
  

Policy Issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
  

On September 16, 2010 and on October 15, 2010, Geoff Hirschi, Director at Large of the WFA, 
submitted in total six petitions to the Commission to amend the following five WACs: WAC 232-
30-151, WAC 232-30-152, WAC 232-30-153, WAC 232-30-510; and WAC 232-12-064. 
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The petitions to amend WAC 232-30-151, WAC 232-30-152, and WAC 232-30-153 proposes to 
reverse the restrictions on the raptor species that the three classes of falconry permittees are 
allowed to take from the wild and to make Washington rules equivalent to the lesser restrictive 
federal falconry regulations. The petition proposes to only restrict the take of threatened or 
endangered and certain other raptor species of national level concern.   

The petition to amend WAC 232-30-510 proposes to reverse the current restriction and allow 
commercialization of the captive bred progeny of wild taken raptors in Washington.  

The petition to amend WAC 232-12-064(5) is proposed to acknowledge the exception of 
commercial use of wildlife that would be allowed if the Commission were to amend WAC 232-30-
510. 

The petition to amend WAC 232-12-064(6) is proposed to make this section become consistent 
with the new WAC 232-30 Falconry Regulations which allows falconers to release back to the 
wild certain raptors that they are holding for falconry.  

Pursuant to RCW 34.05.330, the Department has 60 days from receipt of a Petition for Adoption, 
Amendment or Repeal of a State Administrative Rule, to either: 

 
(a) Deny the petition in writing, stating the reasons for the denial, specifically 
addressing the concerns raised by the petitioner, and where appropriate, the 
alternative means by which it will address the concerns raised by the petitioner;  
 

-or-  
 
(b) Initiate rule-making proceedings. 

 

Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
 The original rule making process for the new WAC chapter 232-30 Falconry Regulations went 

through various public involvement processes as described in the June 4, 2010 and August 6, 2010 
Commission notebooks. 
 
 

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking): 
The Department recommends denying the six petitions to amend WACs 232-30-151, 232-30-152, 
232-30-153, 232-30-510, and 232-12-064.  The Department could consider amending 232-12-064 
to avoid misinterpretation or appearance of contradiction relative to the new falconry WACs in 
chapter 232-30 during an upcoming three-year package hunting regulation cycle.  

  

 
Draft motion language: 
 “I move to deny Mr. Hirschi’s petitions for amendments to the following regulations related to 

falconry:   
WAC 232-30-151,  
WAC 232-30-152,  
WAC 232-30-153,  
WAC 232-30-510; and  
WAC 232-12-064.” 

 
 
Justification for Commission action: 
 
There is no significant new information regarding the Department’s recommendation since the August 
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2010 Commission meeting.   
 
  
 
Communications plan:  
 
N/A 
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  DEPARTMENT MISSION: SOUND STEWARDSHIP OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
 
September 27, 2010    
 
 
 
Mr. Geoff Hirschi Response also emailed 9/27 to:  
1226 167th Avenue SE geoff@myrthwood.com 
Snohomish, Washington 98290 
 
SUBJECT: Petition to Adopt, Amend, or Repeal Rules 
 
Dear Mr. Hirschi: 
 
On September 17, 2010, the Commission Office received from you four 
petitions requesting amendments to Washington Administrative Code 
(WAC) rules related to falconry:  WAC 232-30-151(7), WAC 232-30-
152(6), WAC 232-30-153(5), and WAC 232-30-510(5). 

 
The Fish and Wildlife Commission will consider your petition during a 
conference call meeting scheduled to begin at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, 
November 5, 2010.  The public may listen to the call by coming to the 
Commission Office; however, no public input will be accepted during the 
conference call. 
 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Commission Office 
Natural Resources Building, 5th Floor 
1111 Washington Street SE  
Olympia, Washington 
 
Pursuant to RCW 34.05.330, the Department has 60 days from receipt of a 
Petition for Adoption, Amendment or Repeal of a State Administrative 
Rule, to either: 
 
(a) Deny the petition in writing, stating the reasons for the denial, 
specifically addressing the concerns raised by the petitioner, and 
where appropriate, the alternative means by which it will address 
the concerns raised by the petitioner;  
 
-or-  
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(b) Initiate rule-making proceedings. 
 
The Department will contact you following the Commission’s decision to discuss the 
outcome and answer any questions.  If you’d like to obtain a copy of the audio 
recording from the meeting, contact the Commission Office by phone at (360) 902-
2267 or by sending email to: commission@dfw.wa.gov. 
 
Thank you for bringing your concerns forward and proposing solutions through the rule 
making process.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Susan Yeager, Executive Assistant 
Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission 
 
cc:  Fish and Wildlife Commission 
 Phil Anderson, Director 
 Dave Pulliam, Assistant Director, Wildlife Program 
 Lori Preuss, Rules Coordinator 
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  DEPARTMENT MISSION: SOUND STEWARDSHIP OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
 
October 18, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Geoff Hirschi 
1226 167th Avenue SE 
Snohomish, Washington 98290 
 
SUBJECT: Petition to Adopt, Amend, or Repeal Rules 
 
Dear Mr. Hirschi: 
 
On October 15, 2010, the Commission Office received from you two 
additional petitions requesting amendments to Washington Administrative 
Code (WAC) rules related to falconry:  WAC 232-12-064(5) and WAC 
232-12-064(6) 

 
The Fish and Wildlife Commission will consider your petition during a 
conference call meeting scheduled to begin at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, 
November 5, 2010.  The public may listen to the call by coming to the 
Commission Office; however, no public input will be accepted during the 
conference call. 
 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Commission Office 
Natural Resources Building, 5th Floor 
1111 Washington Street SE  
Olympia, Washington 
 
Pursuant to RCW 34.05.330, the Department has 60 days from receipt of a 
Petition for Adoption, Amendment or Repeal of a State Administrative 
Rule, to either: 
 
(a) Deny the petition in writing, stating the reasons for the denial, 
specifically addressing the concerns raised by the petitioner, and 
where appropriate, the alternative means by which it will address 
the concerns raised by the petitioner;  
 
-or-  
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(b) Initiate rule-making proceedings. 
 
The Department will contact you following the Commission’s decision to discuss the 
outcome and answer any questions.  If you’d like to obtain a copy of the audio 
recording from the meeting, contact the Commission Office by phone at (360) 902-
2267 or by sending email to: commission@dfw.wa.gov. 
 
Thank you for bringing your concerns forward and proposing solutions through the rule 
making process.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Darlene Bartlett, Administrative Assistant 
Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission 
 
cc:  Fish and Wildlife Commission 
 Phil Anderson, Director 
 Dave Pulliam, Assistant Director, Wildlife Program 
 Lori Preuss, Rules Coordinator 
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