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Moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat seasons and permit quotas- Rule
Briefing and Public Hearing

Donny Martorello, Ph.D.

Donny Martorello, Ph.D., Carnivore, Furbearer, and Special Species Section
Manager, Wildlife Program

Background:
Department staff will brief the Commission on proposed amendments to WAC 232-28-273
2009-2011 Moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat seasons and permit quotas.

The proposed WAC amends seasons for moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat. Winter
surveys indicate moose populations are stable. The Department recommends minor permit level
adjustments in two moose hunt areas based on recent survey results. All bighorn sheep
populations that currently are hunted either meet or exceed population objectives. The Department
recommends minor permit level changes (from 41 to 48) based on the population thresholds in the
Game Management Plan (2008). Mountain goat populations are stable in all hunted populations.
Changes in permit levels are based on annual survey counts and tend to be conservative given the
sensitivity of goats to over harvestíng. The Department recommends status quo permit levels in all

areas, except reducing the permit level from 5 to 3 in the Goat Rocks-Tieton River population
management unit due to recent survey counts.

Policy lssue(s)you are bringing to the Commission for consideration:
. Continued hunting of moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat through a permit-only system.
. Moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat permit level adjustments consistent with Game

Manaoement Plan obiectives and thresholds.

Public involvement process used and what you learned:
These proposed recommendations were sent to approximately 450 organizations and individuals in

January for their review and consideration. These organizations and individuals were also informed
of the opportunitv to provide public testimony at the March Commission meeting in Spokane.

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking):
Take public comment. Adoption is planned for the April 8-9, 2011 Commission meeting.

Draft motion language:
N/A

Justification for Gommission action:
These chariges. meet the approved criteria established by OFM as a result of the Governor's
Executive Order 10-06 Suspending Non-Critical Rule Development and Adoption because they are
a revenue generating activity and have been requested by the hunters who would be affected by
them (3c: 3e).

Gommunications plan:
. News Release
. Hunting Pamphlet
. Web site



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order L0-94, filed 4/30/1-0,

effective 5/3I/I0)

WAC 232-28-273 2OO9-2OLL Moose, bighorn sheep, and

mountain goat seasons and permit quotas. rt is unlawful_ to fail
to comply with the provisions of this section. A viol-atj-on of
species' sex, size, number, area, season, or eligibirity
requirements is punishabte under RCW 77.15.410.

(1) Moose Pe::mit Hunts

IÍtro l{ay Appry: Anyone may appfy, EXCEpT those who harvested a

moose previously in vüashington state. An individual may only
harvest one moose during their lifetime (except waived for
antlerless only hunts, master hunter hunts, and raffl_e and

auction hunts).

Bag Limit: One moose.

vüeapon Restrictions: permit horders may use any legar weapon.
Hunt
Name

Permit
Season

Permit Hunt
Boundarv Descrintion

Special
Restrictions

Permits

Kettle RangeÆast
Okanosan

Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMUs 101, 105,204 Any Moose (3)E

Selkirk Mtns. A Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMU II3 Any Moose ((zz))
t7

Selkirk Mtns. Bd Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMU II3 Antlerless Only 2

Mt. Spokane A Oct. 1 - Nov,
30

GMU 124 east of Hwy 395 Any Moose t2

Mt. Spokane B Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMU 124 east of Hwy 395 Antlerless Only t4

Mt. SpokaneHc Dec. I - Mar.
3l

GMUs 124,127, and 130 within
Spokane CounW

Antlerless Only 20Hc
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Mt. Spokane Youth Only' Oct. I - Nov.
30

GNÍIJ 124 east of Hwy 395 Antlerless Only l0

49 Degrees North A Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMU II7 Any Moose 22

49 Degrees North Bb Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMU I17 Altlerless Only 3

49 Degrees North C" Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMU I17 Antlerless Only 2

49 Degrees North Youth
Onlv"

Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMU 1I7 Antlerless Only 2

Three Forks Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMUs 108, lll Any Moose 6

Hangman A Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMUs 127,130 Any Moose 7

Hangman B Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMUs 127,130 Antlerless Only 7

Huckleberry Range A Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMUs 127,124 west of Hwy
395

Any Moose 6

Huckleberry Range B" Oct. I - Nov.
30

GMUs l2l,l24 west of Hwy
395

Antlerless Only 2

"Applicants must be eligible

appl-ication. Youth hunters

to purchase a youth moose permit

must be accompanied by an adult

durì-ng the hunt.
oApplicants must possess a Disabled Hunter Permit.

'Applicants must be eligibl-e to purchase a 65 years of age or

older permit application.
oApplicants must be a certified hunter education instructor who

meets program-defined eligibility criteria.
n'This is a damage hunt adminis.tered by a I/üDFVü designated hunt

coordinator. Only master hunters may apply, and any \^/eapon may

be used. Successful appÌicants wilf be contacted on an as-

needed basis to help with specific sites of nuisance moose

activity in designated areas. Not al-l- successful appJ- j-cants

wil-l be contacted in any given year

(2) Bighorn Sheep Pe¡mit Hunts

EXCEPT those who harvested aIltro May Apply: Anyone may appfy,
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bighorn sheep previously in Vüashington state. An individual- may

only harvest one bighorn sheep during thej-r f ifetime ( (-¡ ¡

(except waived for raffl-e and auction hunts, and ewe only

hunts((:) )).

Bag Limit: one bighorn ram (except in designated adult e\^/e

hunts, one bighorn adult ewe).

'Applicants must be eligible to purchase a 65 years of age or

older permit applicatì-on.
ors.3845 .2

Hunt
Name

Permit
Season

Permit Hunt
Boundary

Description

Special
Restrictions

Permits

Vulcan Mountain A Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit 2 Any Legal Weapon I

Vulcan Mountain Bu Oct. l-10 Sheep Unit 2 Adult ewe only
Anv Lesal Weaoon

(2)_t

(:gulsan+4€un+ai+eb OsL-l-}O Sneep-tlnit: +¿ulge¡*e-enly
An++€saf+¡eaÐ€Ë

+)

Selah Butte A Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit 4 Any Legal Weapon 5

Umtanum Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit 5 Any Legal Weapon 5

Cleman Mountain A Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit 7 Any Legal Weapon J

Cleman Mountain B Nov. ((8)) Z-30 Sheep Unit 7 Any Legal Weapon J

Mt. Hull A Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit l0 Any Legal Weapon

Mt. Hull B Oct. l-10 Sheep Unit l0 Adult ewe only
Any Lesal rùy'eaoon

(2) 1

Mt. Hull C" Oct. 1-10 Sheep Unit l0 Adult ewe only
Anv Lesal'Weaoon

1

Lincoln Cliffs Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit 12 Any Legal Weapon

Quilomene Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit 13 Any Legal Weapon 4

Swakane Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit 14 Any Legal Vy'eapon

Tieton A Sept. 15 - (e€+-
+e)) 30

Sheep Unit 15 Any Legal Weapon (4)
5

Tieton B ((Nev-8-3O)) Oct.
t-14

Sheep Unit l5 Any Legal Weapon (4) 5

Manson Nov. ((8)) /-30 Sheep Unit 16 Any Legal Weapon 2

Asotin Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit l7 Any Legal Weapon ((+) 2

Chelan Butte Sept. 15 - Oct. 10 Sheep Unit l8 Any Legal Weapon I

Sinlahekin Sept. 15 - Oct. l0 Sheep Unit 19 Any Legal Weapon I



bApplicants must be eligible to purchase

permit application. Youth hunters must

adult during'the hunt.

Bighorn Sheep Unit,s:

a youth bighorn sheep

be accompanied by an

Sheep Unit 2 Vulcan Mountain: Permit Area: Ferry County north

of the Kettle River near Curl-ew.

Sheep Unit 4 Selah Butte: Permit Area: That part of Yakima and

Kittitas counties between Ellensburg and Yakima east of the

Yakima River and north of Sel-ah Creek, west of Interstate 82 and

south of Interstate 9O:

Sheep Unit 5 Umtanr¡n: Permit Area: Those portions of Yakima

and Kj-ttitas counties west of the Yakima River, north of Wenas

Creek, and east of USFS Road 1701 to Manastash Lake and its

drainage; south and east al-ong the South Fork Manastash Creek to

Manastash Creek and the Yakima River.

Sheep Unit 7 Cleman Mountain: Permit Area: That part of Yakima

County south of tùenas Creek and east of USFS Road 710I, north of

Highway 410 and Highway 12 and west of the Yakima Rj-ver.

Sheep Unit 10 Mt. HulI: Permj-t Area: That part of Okanogan

County within the foJ-lowing described boundary: Beginning at

Orovj-lJ-e; then south along U.S. Highway 9l to the Swanson's Mill-

Road (o1d Mt. HuIl Road) near Lake Andrews; then east to the Dry

Gu1ch Road; then north to the Orovill-e-Toroda Creek Road (Mo]son

Grade Road); then west to Orovil-le and the point of beginning.

ors-3845.2



Sheep Unit, 11 Wenaha Wilderness: permit Area:

L69 within Crooked Creek drainage.

Sheep UniÈ L2 Lincoln CJ-iffs:

Lincol-n County north of Highway 2

That part of GMU

Permit Area: That part of

Sheep UniÈ 13 Quilomene:

south of Colockum Creek.

Permit Area: GMUs 329, 330, and 25L

Sheep Unit, 14 Swakane: Permit Area: GMU 250.

Sheep Unit 15 Tieton: Permj_t Area: GMU 360.

sheep unit 16 Manson: Permit Area: Beginning at the mouth of
Granite Fall-s Creek on the south shore of Lake Chelan, E across

Lake chel-an to vüillow Point; NW arong the shorerine of Lake

chel-an to the mouth of Stink creek; E along st.ink creek to the

intersection with Green's Landing Road; along Green's Landing

Road to Manson Boufevard; E on Manson Boul-evard to Lower Joe

creek Road; NE on Lower Joe creek Road to Grade creek Road; NE

on Grade creek Road to us Forest service Road B2r0; NE on us

Forest Service Road 8210 to intersection with US Forest Service

Road 8020; vü on us Forest service Road 8020 to Fox peak,. NVü

along sawtooth Ridge (chelan-okanogan county Line) to the Lake

chelan National Recreation Area bbundary; s along the Lake

Chelan National Recreation Area boundary to shore line of Lake

Chelan; W across Lake Chelan to the mouth of Riddl-e Creek on the

south shore; sE along South shore of Lake chelan to the point of
beginning.

Sheep Unit 17 Asotin: Permit Area: GMU 175.

ors.3845.2



Sheep Unit 18 Che1an Butte: Permit Area: Beginning at the

intersection of State Hwy 97L and US Hwy 91A, S to the W

shoreline of the Columbia River, N along the [lü shoreline of the

Columbia River for 21, mil-es to the mouth of Antione Creek, W up

Antione Creek to where it crosses Apple Acres Rd, Vü on Apple

Acres Rd to the intersection with Vüashington Creek Rd (US Forest

Service Rd 8135), N on Washington Creek Rd to its end and then

follow Vüashington Creek, W on Vüashington Creek to where it

crosses US Eorest Service Rd 8010, S on US Forest Service Rd

8010 (transitions into Purtteman Creek Rd) to Purtteman Gulch, S

into Purtteman Gulch to the N shoreline of Lake Chelan, S along

the shoreline to the S shorel-ine of Lake Chelan to the mouth of

First Creek, S up First Creek to the intersection of State Hwy

91L (Navarre Coulee Rd), S on State Hwy 91I to the point of

beginning.

Sheep Unit 19 Sinlahekin: Beginning at the eastern boundary of

the Pasayten Vüilderness border and the US-Canadian border; E on

the US-Canadian border to the border station on Simil-kameen Rd

(Co. Rd 4568); SE on the Similkameen Rd (Co. Rd 4568) to the

Loomis-Oroville Rd (Co. Rd 9425); E on the Loomis-Oroville Rd

(Co. Rd 9425) to US Hwy 91 in Oroville; S on US Hwy 91 to L2Lhr

Ave; Vü on 72Lln Ave (it curves S and changes to Old Highway 91);

S on Old Highway 91 to US Hwy 91; S on US Hwy 91 to the South

Pine Creek Rd (Co. Rd 9410); Vü on the South Pine Creek Rd (Co.

Rd 9410) to Fish Lake Rd (Co. Rd 4290); W on Fish Lake Rd (Co.

Rd 4290) to South Fj-sh Lake Rd (Co. Rd 4282), along the south

shore of Fish Lake; SVü on South Fish Lake Rd (Co. Rd 4282), to
ors.3845.2



the Sinlahekj-n Rd (Co. Rd 4015); SVü on the Sinlahekin Rd (Co. Rd

4015), along the north shore of Conconully Lake, to the Salmon

Creek North Fork Rd (Co. Rd 236I), at the town of ConconuJ-ly; N

on US Forest Service Rd 38 (Salmon Creek North Fork Rd, Co. Rd

236I) to US Forest Service Rd 3820; N on US Forest Service Rd

3820 over Lone Frank Pass, to US Forest Servíce Rd 39¡ N on US

Forest Service Rd 39 to the US Forest Service Rd 300 at Long

Swamp traifhead; Vù on the US Forest Service Rd 300 to US Forest

Service Trail 342; N on US Forest Servj-ce Trail 342 to US Forest

Service Trail 343; E on US Forest Service Trail 343 to US Forest

Service Trail 34L; E on US Forest Service Trail- 34L to US Forest

Service Trail 375; E on US Forest Service Trail 375 to the

eastern boundary of the Pasayten Wilderness Area; N on the

Pasayten Vüilderness Area boundary to the US-Canadian border and

the point of beginning.

(3) Mountain Goat Permit Hunts

IÍtro l{ay Apply: Anyone may appfy, except those who harvested a

mountain goat 1n Vüashington state after 1998. An individual may

only harvest one mountain goat during their l-j-fetime, except for
those who harvested a goat prior to 1999.

raf f l-e and auction hunts. )

(Except waived for

Bag Liurit: One (1) adult goat of either sex with horns four (4)

inches or longer. WDFW urges hunters to refrain from shooting

nannies with kids.

ors.3845.2



Hunt
Name

Permit
Seasonb

Subpopulations Open
to Huntins"

Special
Restrictions

Permits"

Mt. Baker Sept. 15 - Oct.3l ChowderRidge,
Coleman Pinnacle, Lava
Divide, Black Buttes,
Lake Ann. SE Baker

Any Legal Weapon 7

North Lake Chelan Sept. 15 - Oct.3l Skookum Pass Mtn.,
Bie Goat Creek

Any Legal Weapon 2

Naches Pass Sept. 15 - Oct.3l Fife's East, Fife's Peak,

Crystal Mountain, Basin
Lake

Any Legal Weapon I

Bumping River Sept. 15 - Oct. 31 Nelson Ridge, Cash

Prairie, American
Ridge, American Lake,
Timber Wolf, Russell
Ridse

Any Legal Weapon I

Blazed Ridge Sept. 15 - Oct.3l Blowout Mtn., Blazed
Ridge, Blazed North,
Milk Creek. Rock Creek

Any Legal Weapon I

Goat Rocks-Tieton River Sept. 15 - Oct.31 Chimney Rocks, Goat
Lake, McCall Glacier,
Gilbert Peak

Any Legal Weapon (s)3

'Mountain goat populations are managed as a collection of

subpopulations, and the ideal harvest is distributed through all

the subpopul-ations. The director is authorlzed to open or close

subpopulat j-ons and reduce permj-t l-evels to prot.ect f rom

overharvesting specific areas.

The director is authorj-zed by the commission to identify the

hunt area as a conditj-on of the hunt permit. Selected hunters

will- re'ceive a text descrlption' or map of their hunt area.

bPermit hunters

equipment.

may start hunting September with archery

I Statutory

11 .12.2r0,

0 61 (Order

5/3r/10.

11 .12.570,

Authority:

11 .12. 150,

10-94) ,

Statutory

11 .L2.2L0,

RCVü 71 .I2.041 , 11 .L2.020, 11 .12.510,

11 .L2.240, 11 .32.070, 11 .32.530. 10-10-

S 232-28-213, fil-ed 4/30/f0, effective

Authority: RCVü 71 .72.041 , 11 .L2.020,
'11 .12.150, 11 .12.240. 09-09-083 (Order

8 0TS.3845 .2



09-53) , S 232-28-213, filed 4/15/09, effective 5/16/09.

Statutory Authority: RCW 17 .12 .0 4't , 11 .72 . 020 , 11 .I2. 5 7 0 ,

11 .L2.2IO. 08-09-090 (Order 08-78), S 232-28-213, filed
4/IB/08, effective 5/19/08; 07-11-017 (Order 01-62), S 232-28-

213, filed 5/3/01 , effecti-ve 6/3/01 . Statutory Authority: RCVù

'77.12.041 . 06-11,-032 (Order 06-92), S 232-28-213, filed 5/B/06,

effective 6/B/06; 05-1I-022 (Order 05-89), S 232-28-213, fil-ed

5/I0/05, effective 6/I0/05. Statutory Authority: RCVü 11 .12.041

and 71 .l-2.020 . 04-11-036 (Order 04-98 ) , S 232-28-2'13, f iled
5/12/04, effective 6/L2/04. Statutory Authority: RCW

11 .L2.041 . 03-13-047 (Order 03-1,29) , S 232-28-2'13, filed
6/12/03, ef fective 1 /13/03. Statutory Authority: RCW

11 .L2.04'l , 11 .1,2.655, 11 .12.020. 02-L1-069 (Order 02-98) , S

232-28-2'73, filed 5/I0/02, effective 6/L0/02. Statutory

Authority: RCW 11 .12.040, 11 .L2.020, 11 .32.0'70, 11 .32.530. 01-

10-048 (Order 0L-69), S 232-28-2'13, fil_ed 4/26/0L, effective
5 /21 / 0L. Statutory Authority: RCVü 11 .L2.040, l1 .12.010,

11.12.020, 11.L2.110, JJ.12.180. 00-1I-I31 (Order 00-50), S

232-28-2'13, filed 5/23/00, effective 6/23/00. Statutory

Authority: RCVù 17.12.040. 99-70-102 (Order 99-40), S 232-28-

273, filed 5/5/99, effective 6/5/99; 9B-10-005 (Order 9B-58), S

232-28-213, filed 4/22/98, effective 5/23/9A.1

ors-3845-2



WAC 232-28-273 2009-2011Moose, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat seasons and
permit quotas

Recommended Adj ustm ents

The following adjustments are proposed since the Code Reviser (CR 102) hling and are
included in your notebook language.

Pøse 3

In the bighorn sheep hunt table, delete the "Tieton C" line from the table.

The reason for this change is because the ram counts during recent surveys were lower than
expected.

10



SUMMARY OF \ilRITTEN PUBLIC INPUT
Fish arid Wildlife Commission Meeting

wAC 232-28-273

The Washington Wild Sheep Foundation
opposes the proposal (found in the CR 102
relating to 2011 big game season changes) to
make five of the Tieton bighorn sheep permits
for hunters "65 and older" for the following
reasons:
l. Bighorn permits are extremely rare and
highly coveted. The Department should not
set-aside permits for specific user groups for
bighorn sheep permits. The policy of setting
aside bighorn permits for specific user groups
is flawed and discriminates against all others
who wish to apply for that particular hunt.
When will the discrimination end? Will the
Department set aside bighorn ram permits
based on gender, age, archers, muzzleloaders,
disabled, race, and religion? V/ith barely more
than 40 permits, bighorn sheep permits should
not be allocated to any special group. The
Washington Wild Sheep Foundation certainly
hopes not; we adamantly oppose setting
permits aside for special groups-Al.I. eligible
hunters should be allowed to apply.
2. A frequent discussion relating to big game
applications is improving drawing odds. There
are only two ways to improve draw odds:
decrease applicants or increase permits. By
keeping all bighorn permits available for all
applicants, every person's odds will improve
when additional permits are added.

l2 comments followed this theme

AGENCY RESPONSE
Thank you for your comment. Based on lower ram
counts during recent surveys, the Department is
striking the "Tieton C" hunt from our
recommendation.

11



PROPOSED RULE MAKING
CR-102 (June 2004)

(lmplements RCW 34.05.320)
Do NOT use for exoedited nrle makino

'gency: Department of Fish and Wildlife

¡!f Preproposal Statement of Inquiry was fled as WSR 10-24-087 ; or
] Expedited Rule Making--Proposed notice was filed as WSR ; or
] Proposal is exempt under RCW 34.05.310(4).

Xff
Original Notice
Supplemental Notice to WSR _
Contihuance of WSR

Title of ruie and other ¡dent¡fy¡ng ¡nformat¡on: (Describe Subject)
Hunting Rules - See Attachment A

Hearing location(s):
Spokane Convention Center
334 West Spokane Falls Boulevard
Spokane, WA 99201
509-279-7000

Date: March 4-5. 2011 Time: 8:30 a.m.

Submit written comments to:
Name: Wildlife Program Commission Meeting Public Comments
Address: 600 CapitolWay North, Olympia WA 98501-1091
e-mail Wildthinq@dfw.wa.oov
fax (360)902-21õ2

By: Wednesdav. Februarv 9. 2011

Assistance for persons with disabilities:

Contact: Susan Gallowav by Februarv 28. 2011

TTY (800) 833-6388 or (360)902-2267Date of Íntended adoption: Aoril 8-9. 20'1 I
(Note: This is NOT the effective date)

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:

See Attachment A

Reasons supporting proposal:

See Attachment A

Statutory authority for adoption: 77.12.047 Statute being implem ented: 77 .1 2.047

ls rule necessary because ofa:
Federal Law?
Federal court Decision? l-l Yes

State court Decision? 
- Ll Yes

lf yes, CITATIoN: ! Yes

X ¡lo
X ¡¡o

X ¡¡o

CODE REVISER USE ONLY

OFFICE OF THE CODE REVISER

STATE OF WASHITIGTOH
FILED

DATE: January19,20l1
TIME: 9:17 AM

wsR 1 t -03,089

DATE
January 19.2011

NAME
Lori Preuss

! -,*, J "à^ ---':SIGNATURE (

TITLE
Rules Coordinator

SPLETE(coM rDE)



Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, fiscal

Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW?

! Yes. Attach copy of small business economic impact statement.

. A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

phone
fax
e-mail

(
( )

X t ¡o. Explain why no statement was prepared.
These rules do not directly regulate small business.

ls a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.328?

! Yes A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:

phone (
fax (
e-mail

)

X f,,¡o: Please explain: Not hydraulics rules.

l-3



ATTACHMENT A

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rutes:
The Department is recommending creation of a new WAC that wil regulate public conduct on lands under
cooperative agreement. 

. 
Examples of regulated activities include violãting posted safety zones, quality hunting

site rules, and driving vehicles in areas that have been posted closed to motorized vehicle travel. Tné new rule
will allow enforcement of private lands access rules that are mutually agreed to by the landowner and the
Department.

Reasons supporting proposal:
When the Fish and Wildlife Commission adopted WAC 232.13, the definition of "department land'was modified to
exclude private lands. While this change was necessary to effectively implemèn1232-13,the unintended
consequence was that the Department lost its ability to enforce public access and conduct on private lands under
agreement. As a result, a new rule addressing the use of private lands under agreement is needed.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The proposed WAC amends seasons for moose, bighorn sheep,ãnd mounta-in goat. Winter surveys indicate
moose populations are stable. The Department recommends minor permit levefadjustments in twó moose hunt
areas based on recent survey results. All bighorn sheep populations that currently äre hunted either meet or
exceed population objectives. The Department recommends minor permit level changes (from 41 to 48) based
on the population thresholds in the Game Management Plan (2008). Mountain goat poputations are sta'ble in all
hunted populations. Changes in permit levels are based on annual survey counts and iend to be conservative
given the sensitivity of goats to over harvesting. The Department recommends status quo permit levels in all
areas, except reducing the permit level from 5 to 3 in the Goat Rocks-Tieton River population management unit
due to recent survey counts.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Permit levelchanges are based on the population thresholds in the 2009-2015 Game Management plan.

Purpose of the proposaland its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
To expand the benefit of the spring seasons in northeastern Washingion, thJDepartment iJ recommending
increasing permit levels and season length. The anticipated effect iJa slight inciease in total harvest and
reduced bear nuisance activity.

Forw_estside spring bear hunts, the Department is recommending increasing the season length in the Kapowsin
Tree Farm unit from April 1S-May 15 to April 1S-June 15 based on discussions with the landowners. Theie is a
slight anticipated increase to the number of hunter days

Reasons supporting proposal :

The objectives for spring bear hunting seasons are to reduce timber damage by bears (western Washington),
reduce nuisance bear activity (northeastem Washington), and to divert haÑest away from adult femalesãnd
toward adult males (southeastem Washington).
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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
The Landowner Hunting Permit (LHP) program is designed to increase hunter access to private lands and to help

some landowners address long-standing elk damage issues. The Department recommends adding one new LHP

cooperator in Asotin County - Grande Ronde Vista. The Grande Ronde Vista LHP is a consortium of landowners

that includes the owner of a previous LHP, the 4-O Ranch.

Proposed deer and elk hunting on the Grande Ronde Vista LHP include:
Landowner permits: seven deer permits (three point minimum) and 23 elk permits (11 bull and 12 antlerless)

Public Special Permits: three 3-pt minimum deer permits, six youth only antlerless deer permits, six bull elk
permits, and 20 antlerìess only elk permits

The split of landowner and public deer and elk hunting opportunity is within the guidelines established in
Commission Policy C6002.

Reasons supporting proposal:
This proposal increases public deer and elk hunting access to private land in Asotin County.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Game management units are used to help distribute hunters and manage segments of deer and elk populations.

This proposalwill clarify game management unit boundaries for hunters and reduce space required for publicizing

the rules, thereby reducing expenditures.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Simplifles and clarifies unit boundaries for deer and elk hunting.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Game management units are used to help distribute hunters and manage segments of deer and elk populations'
This proposal will clarify game management unit boundaries for hunters and reduce space required for publicizing

the rules, thereby reducing expenditures.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Simplifies and clarifies unit boundaries for deer and elk hunting.
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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Game management units are used to help distribute hunters and manage segments of deer and elk populations.

This proposal will clarify game management unit boundaries for hunters and reduce space required for publicizing

the rules, thereby reducing expenditures.

Reasons supporting proposal:
Simplifies and clarifies unit boundaries for deer and elk hunting.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Game management units are used to help distribute hunters and manage segments of deer and elk populations.

This proposal will clarify game management unit boundaries for hunters and reduce space required for publicizing

the rules, thereby reducing expenditures.

Reasons supportin g proposal :

Simplifies and clarifies unit boundaries for deer and elk hunting.
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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Game management units are used to help distribute hunters and manage segments of deer and elk populations.
This proposal will clariff game management unit boundaries for hunters and reduce space required for publicizing
the rules, thereby reducing expenditures.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Sìmplifies and clarifies unit boundaries for deer and elk hunting.

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Game management units are used to help distribute hunters and manage segments of deer and elk populations.
This proposal will clarify game management unit boundaries for hunters and reduce space required for publicizing
the rules, thereby reducing expenditures.

Reasons supporting proposal :

Simplifies and clarifies unit boundaries for deer and elk hunting.

WAC 232-28-337 Deer and elk area descriptions

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
Boundary adjustments are being proposed to better address current deer and elk damage issues.

Reasons supporting proposal :

The proposed rule amendment provides the means to reduce wildlife damage issues and direct deer and elk
damage hunts by adjusting elk area boundaries.

WAC 232-28-351 2009-2011 Deer qeneral seasons and definîtions

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
This is the third year of the 2009-11 hunting season "rule-package" and as such, few changes are recommended.
Changes during "off-years" are mainly to address crop and property damage problems; changes in population
levels due to environmental conditions or disease outbreaks; and to balance harvest levels with established
population objectives.

The major issue and purpose for recommending changes to the deer general season rules are to address the
white{ailed deer declines in northeast Washington caused by the harsh winters of 2008 and 2009. The
Commission is being asked to consider:

. Reducing the archery antledess opportunity during the late season in northeast Washington to address
the decline and hasten population expansion;

. Retaining a four day youth, senior, and hunters with disability antlerless white-tail season in northeast
Washington to maintain some limited antlerless opportunity for these hunters; and

. Re-considering a four point white-tailed deer antler restriction for GMUs 117 and 121. The Steven's
County Commissioners and the Steven's County Fish and Wildlife Advisory Committee formally petitioned
the Fish and Wildlife Commission to adopt a four point antler restriction for GMUs 117 & 121. lt is their
belief that an antler point restriction would hasten population expansion and improve the general health of
the deer population.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposal provídes general season hunting opportunity for deer consistent with population and harvest
objectives while addressing property damage concerns.
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Purpose of the proposat and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:
This is the third year of the 2009-1't hunting season "rule-package" and as such, few changes are recommended:

Changes during 'off-years" are mainly to address crop and property damage problems; changes in population

levels due to environmental conditions or disease outbreaks; and to balance harvest levels with established t

population objectives.

The major changes in the recommended deer permit levels are to address:
. Calendar date adjustments;
. White-tailed deer declines in northeast Washington GMUs 101'121;
r Mitigation of property damage situations;
. Add some quality mule deer permits in northeast Washington GMUs; and
. Add antlerless deer permits in the Missíon and Satsop GMUs (251 & 651) consistent with population

objectives for those areas.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposal provides special hunting permit opportunity for deer and elk consistent with population and harvest
objectives while addressing property damage concems.

WAC 232-28-356 2010 Elk special permits

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changies in existing rules:
This is the third year of the 2009-11 hunting season "rule-package' and as such, few changes are recommended.

Changes during "off-years" are mainly to address crop and property damage problems; changes in population

levels due to environmental conditions or disease outbreaks; and to balance harvest levels with established
population objectives.

The major changes in the recommended elk permit levels are to address:
. Calendar date adjustments;
. Mitigation of property damage situations;
. lncrease bull permits in the Blue Mountains consistent with population objectives; and
o Provide additional antlerless elk permits for senior hunters.

Reasons supporting proposal:
The proposal provides special hunting permit opportunity for deer and elk consistent with population and harvest
objectives while addressing property damage concems.
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