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“GREEN SHEET” 
  
Meeting: June 3-4, 2011 

Agenda Item 11: Cougar Conservation and Management – Briefing  
 

Prepared By: Donny Martorello, Ph.D. 

Presented By: Donny Martorello, Ph.D., Carnivore, Furbearer & Special Species Manager, 
Wildlife Program 
Rich Beausoleil, Bear-Cougar Specialist, Wildlife Program 

Background: 
  

The Department will brief the Commission on: 
• Cougar research projects and results to date (DNA project, Project CAT, cougar wildland-

residential interface project, Blue Mountains project).    
• Cougar population objectives and population status/trends. 
• Trends in cougar complaints and depredation activity. 
• Hunting season structure and harvest trends. 
• Cougar outreach and education plan. 
• Recent legislative activity and potential effects on 2011-12 cougar hunting seasons. 

 

Policy Issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
 Policy issues associated with the cougar management section of the Game Management Plan will 

be presented to the Fish and Wildlife Commission. 
 

Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
 Given the reoccurrence and relevance of this policy issue, WDFW has been reaching out to the 

general public (e.g., public meetings, county commissioner meetings, independent surveys, 
commission meetings, plan development, etc.) since 2002 in an effort to gain a comprehensive 
understanding about public attitudes on cougar management options.     
 

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking): 
 None, briefing only.  This is a Commission request from the March 2011 Commission meeting. 

Draft motion language: 
 Briefing only. 

Justification for Commission action: 
 Briefing only.  

 
Communications plan: 
 News Release  

WDFW Website 
Other opportunities for public comment may be incorporated. 
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