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“GREEN SHEET” 
Meeting dates: 
 

August 5-6, 2011, Commission Meeting 

Agenda item #8: 
 

Puget Sound Key Groundfish Species Trend Analysis – (Briefing) 

Staff Contact: Theresa Tsou, Senior Research Scientist (Fish Program) and  
Craig Burley, Fish Management Division Manager (Fish Program) 
 

Presenter(s): 
 

Theresa Tsou, Senior Research Scientist, (Fish Program) 

Background: 
In October 2010, the Commission received a memo from the Director outlining the 
Department’s plan to evaluate the “status” of Puget Sound Groundfish.  This agenda item is the 
follow-up to the memo. 
 
Groundfish in Puget Sound, such as lingcod, Pacific cod, spiny dogfish, and flatfishes, have 
been harvested by commercial and recreational fishers since the early 1900’s.  The 
Department adopted the Puget Sound Groundfish Management Plan in 1998 to manage the 
fisheries and fishery resources.  Since then, fishing regulations were established based on ad 
hoc evaluations of stock status due to data limitation.  Recently, new analytical tools in fishery 
science have been developed for data-poor situations to help inform managers of current stock 
status and trends.  The main objective of this agenda item is to provide an overview of 
“relative” stock trends for several key groundfish species, their vulnerability to harvest, and 
recommendations for setting harvest guidelines.     
 
Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration: 
N/A 
 
Public involvement process used and what you learned: 
N/A 
 
Action requested:  
N/A 
 
Draft motion language: 
N/A 
 
Justification for Commission action: 
N/A 
 
Communications Plan: 
N/A 
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