
“GREEN SHEET” 
 

Meeting: 
 

November 4-5, 2011, Commission Meeting 

Agenda item: 8    
 

Habitat Program Overview – Briefing  

Staff Contact: 
 

Lisa Veneroso, Assistant Director, Habitat Program  
 

Presenter(s): 
 

 

Lisa Veneroso, Assistant Director, Habitat Program 
 

Background:  
The WDFW Habitat Program contributes to the agency’s conservation mission by 
protecting, conserving, and restoring ecosystems necessary for the long-term 
sustainability of fish and wildlife in Washington State.  To serve this goal, Habitat 
Program staff use permitting authority and provide sound scientific information, 
management recommendations, and expert technical guidance for use by internal and 
external agencies and the public.  
 
The Habitat Program has undergone significant changes in recent years, resulting in a 
revised organizational structure, an expansion of functions, and a renewed 
commitment to fulfilling the WDFW mission.  This briefing is intended to provide the 
Commission with on overview of the Program’s current structure, expertise, 
collaboration, and proactive approach to protecting, conserving and restoring fish and 
wildlife and the ecosystems they depend on.  
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Habitat Program 2011‐13 Funding Overview ‐ November 4, 2011

General Fund‐ State State Wildlife Account Federal Authority
Private/Local 
Authority Other  Total

Department total $69,387,000 $100,169,000 $105,717,000 $50,711,000 $32,501,000 $358,485,000

Habitat Program total $15,267,000 $2,607,000 $21,656,000 1/ $822,000 $7,176,000 2/ $47,529,000
22% 3% 20% 2% 22% 13%

Division Funding
General Fund‐ 

State
State Wildlife 

Account Federal Contracts 
Private/Local 
Contracts Other  Sub‐total

Interagency 
Contracts Total

Protection $1,467,000 $0 $944,000 $12,000 $790,000 $3,214,000 $384,000 $3,598,000
Restoration $2,995,000 $0 $1,505,000 $4,000 $0 $4,504,000 $971,000 $5,475,000
Science $1,088,000 $0 $742,000 $56,000 $0 $1,887,000 $899,000 $2,786,000
Environmental Policy $1,108,000 $0 $8,521,000 3/ $0 $2,780,000 4/ $12,409,000 $860,000 $13,269,000
Renewable Energy $619,000 $0 $102,000 $177,000 $0 $898,000 $669,000 $1,567,000
Admin Ops $796,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $796,000 $0 $796,000

Division Total $8,074,000 $0 $11,815,000 $249,000 $3,571,000 $23,708,000 $3,783,000 $27,491,000

Regional Funding
General Fund‐ 

State
State Wildlife 

Account Federal Contracts 
Private/Local 
Contracts Other  Sub‐total Total

Region 1 $1,197,000 $175,000 $560,000 $17,000 $0 $1,949,000 $114,000 $2,063,000
Region 2 $560 000 $341 000 $12 000 $99 000 $0 $1 013 000 $0 $1 013 000
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Region 2 $560,000 $341,000 $12,000 $99,000 $0 $1,013,000 $0 $1,013,000
Region 3 $648,000 $158,000 $13,000 $72,000 $65,000 $956,000 $221,000 $1,177,000
Region 4 $1,632,000 $782,000 $92,000 $0 $0 $2,507,000 $132,000 $2,639,000
Region 5 $623,000 $282,000 $12,000 $0 $0 $917,000 $158,000 $1,075,000
Region 6 $1,772,000 $664,000 $104,000 $0 $0 $2,540,000 $256,000 $2,796,000

Region Total $6,433,000 $2,403,000 $793,000 $188,000 $65,000 $9,882,000 $881,000 $10,763,000

Program Operational Costs
General Fund‐ 

State
State Wildlife 

Account Federal Contracts 
Private/Local 
Contracts Other  Total Total

$761,000 $204,000 $0 $0 $0 $965,000 $0 $965,000

Program Total $15,267,000 $2,607,000 $12,608,000 $437,000 $3,636,000 $34,555,000 $4,664,000 $39,219,000

1/ Habitat federal contracts include $8.5M EPA Puget Sound nearshore grant funds, $800K+ Columbia River estuary MOA funds, $700K USFWS grant for HPA HCP, $330K Mitchell Act and $220K Dingell‐Johnson
2/ For Habitat, "Other" includes Special Wildlife Account (fund 110), RFEG state and federal funds, and Oil Spill Prevention Account funds
3/ Approximately $8M of the $8.5M federal funding does not stay in the Habitat Program; it is for EPA Puget Sound nearshore grant pass‐through
4/ The $2.8M of other funds is pass‐through state and federal funding for RFEGs
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Habitat Program Position Classifications 

 WMS Environmental 
Planners/ 

Specialists 

F&W 
Biologists 

Sci 
Technicians 

Environmental 
Engineers/ 

Aides 

Research 
Sci 

Admin/ 
Other 

IT Total 

Protection 1 6 10    3  20 

Restoration 2 14 2 4 7  3 1 33 

Science 2 1 10   5  2 20 

Environmental 
Policy 4 5      1 10 

Renewable 
Energy  3 5      8 

Admin Ops 3      5  8 

Region 1 1  7  1    9 

Region 2 1  5  1    7 

Region 3 1  5      6 

Region 4 1 1 14  1    17 

Region 5 1  6  2    9 

Region 6 1 1 16      18 

Program Total 18 31 80 4 12 5 11 4 165 

Department 
Total         1439 

 

-2- 



Phil Anderson
Director

Joe Stohr
Deputy Director

Lisa Veneroso
Assistant Director
Habitat Program

Mark Wachtel
Region 1

Program Manager

Vacant
Region 2

Program Manager

Peter Birch
Deputy Assistant

Director

Perry Harvester
Region 3

Program Manager

David Brock
Region 4

Program Manager

David Howe
Region 5

Program Manager

Stephan 
Kalinowski

Region 6
Program Manager

Travis Nelson
Renewable Energy

Manager

Habitat Program Organizational Structure

Tim Quinn
Science Division

Manager

Anna Jackson
Environmental Policy

Margen Carlson
Puget Sound Policy

Katie Knight
Land Use Policy

David Price
Restoration Division 

Manager

Jeff Davis
Protection Division

Manager

Jane Banyard
Admin Operations

Manager

-3-



 

State Laws  Program Activities 
Hydraulic Code (RCW 77.55)  Requires DFW approval for any work that will use, divert, obstruct, or change the natural flow or bed of any of 

the salt or freshwaters of the state to provide for protection of fish life. 
Fishways, Flow and Screening 
(RCW 77.57) 
 

Requires a fish guard or screen to prevent the passage of fish when diverting water from a lake, river, or 
stream containing fish; requires fishways in dams and other obstructions to provide fish passage.  

Forest Practices Act (RCW 
76.09) 

DFW provides stream typing information and conditions for forest practices applications for the protection of 
fish and wildlife and their habitats.   DFW also provides input on road maintenance and abandonment plans 
(RMAP) and issues HPAs for all road projects that might impact the stream channel.  

State Environmental Policy Act/ 
National Environmental  
Policy Act (RCW 43.21C and 42 
USC 4321‐434) 

All governmental agencies are required to consider the environmental impacts of a proposal before making 
decisions. DFW is recognized in law as an agency with fish and wildlife expertise for SEPA.   

Growth Management Act RCW 
36.70A 
 

DFW provides technical assistance to local governments required to develop land use plans and regulations 
that must include protection of fish and wildlife habitat areas. 

Shoreline Management Act 
(RCW 90.58) 
 

Local governments must develop shoreline master programs (SMPs) that protect fish and wildlife habitat. 
DFW is named in the Act as a source of scientific information to be used in the development of local shoreline 
regulations.  

Salmon Recovery Act (RCW 
77.85) 
 

DFW serves as an ex‐officio member of the Salmon Recovery Board, and provides technical expertise to 
restore or protect salmon habitat.  

Water Appropriations (RCW 
77.57.020 
 

Department of Ecology is required to consult with DFW on each application for a permit to divert or store 
water to ensure there will remain a flow of water sufficient to support game fish and food fish populations at 
all times in the streams of this state. 

State Energy Siting Act (RCW 
80.50 
 

DFW is a member of the legislative Committee that assumes all state permit authority.  In that capacity,  DFW 
is expected to provide information regarding measures necessary to protect fish and wildlife from project 
impacts. 

Metals Milling and Mining 
Act (RCW 78.56.050) 
 

Ecology is required to consult with DFW and incorporate measures to mitigate significant adverse impacts to 
fish and wildlife.   
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External Authorizing Environment:  Major Laws Driving Habitat Program Activities  
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Federal Laws  Program Activities 
Federal Fish and Wildlife  
Coordination  (16 USC 661‐
667e) 
 

Requests DFW to provide recommendations for mitigating negative impacts on fish and wildlife that would 
result from any federally funded or permitted water project.  

 

Federal Power Act (16 USC 
791a‐825r) 
 

This law requires consultation with DFW during the application process to obtain a license to develop a 
hydroelectric generating project. Ongoing consultation with DFW is also required during the operation of 
those projects 

Endangered Species Act (16 
USC 1531‐1544) 
 

DFW provides resource information to assist the federal agencies making decisions to identify and protect 
vulnerable species. 

National Forest  
Management Act (16 USC 
1600‐1614) 
 

The Forest Service is directed to solicit input from DFW and others for comments and recommendations 
regarding proposed Forest Service activities, including resource management plans for each unit of the 
National Forest System. 
 

Section 10 of the Rivers and 
Harbors Act (33 USC 403) 
 

DFW provides review and comment on the effects of Corps of Engineers activities on fish and wildlife. 

Sections 401 and 404 of the  
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1251‐
1387) 
 

Ecology administers Section 401 and the Corps of Engineers administers section 404. In both cases DFW is 
asked to provide comments and recommendations for mitigating anticipated negative impacts on fish and 
wildlife. 

Oil Pollution Act (33 USC 2701‐
2761)  
 

This is the basis for federal authority over oil spill protection and response. The Northwest Regional Response 
Plan identifies several roles for DFW in oil spill response planning including fish and wildlife protection and 
recovery of oiled wildlife. 
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Habitat Program

Agency Mission
Preserve, protect, and perpetuate fish, wildlife and the 
habitat they depend upon while providing sustainable fish 
and wildlife recreational and commercial opportunities.  

Habitat Program Vision
Washington State’s habitats are protected and restored 
to enable the long-term sustainability of fish and wildlife 
populations and the ecosystems they depend upon.

Habitat Program
The Habitat Program is dedicated to protecting, 
conserving, and restoring ecosystems necessary for the 
long-term sustainability of fish and wildlife populations 
in Washington State. To serve this need, Habitat Program 
staff use permitting authority and provide sound scientific 
information, management recommendations, and expert 
technical guidance to other agencies and the public.

Organizational Structure
The Habitat Program employs 180 personnel with 
expertise in many disciplines, including fish and 
wildlife biology and ecology, scientific research, 
environmental engineering and planning 
expertise. Program members are located in seven 
offices: headquarters in Olympia and six regional 
offices located across the state.

The Habitat Program is organized into divisions 
focused on ecosystem Restoration, Protection, 
Science, Environmental Policy, and Administrative 
Operations.
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Protection Division

The Protection Division protects fish life using 
WDFW’s Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) permitting 
authority.  Under state law, WDFW is charged with 
preserving, protecting and perpetuating all fish 
and shellfish resources of the state.  To achieve this 
mission, the Legislature passed a law in 1943, known 
as the Hydraulic Code, that requires any construction 
activity in or near state waters be done under a HPA 
permit issued by WDFW.  The purpose of the law and 
permit is to ensure that work avoids habitat damage 
or mitigates for loss of habitat.

The Protection Division also provides guidance in forest 
practices forums to protect aquatic and terrestrial 
ecosystems and coordinates agency efforts to protect 
and restore aquatic ecosystems from the impacts of 
oil spills.

Focus Areas:  
Improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the HPA •	
program.

Developing a Habitat Conservation Plan to ensure that •	
activities authorized under the HPA program meet federal 
requirements for fish and wildlife protection under the 
federal Endangered Species Act.

Protecting fish and wildlife resources through •	
implementation of the Forest and Fish agreement and state 
forest practices rules, as well as contributing to prioritization 
and permitting of road management plans.

Providing technical support to protect fish, wildlife, and •	
their habitats from oil spills. This work includes planning, 
preparing, and responding to spills; recovering and 
rehabilitating oiled wildlife; assessing natural resource 
damage; and negotiating restoration efforts to compensate 
for fish, wildlife, and habitat impacts.

Forest Habitats Compliance ProgramRegulatory Services
Hydraulic Permit Habitat 

Conservation Plan
Oil Spill Team

Terry Jackson
Forest Habitats
Unit Manager

John Heimburg
F & F Compliance

Monitoring Coordinator

Vacant
Project Manager

HPA/HCP

Vacant
Project Planner

HPA/HCP

Carol Piening
Project Planner

HPA/HCP

Kelly Craig
Project Planner

HPA/HCP

Pat Chapman
Regulatory Services

Coordinator

Bob Zeigler
SEPA Coordinator

Lisa Wood
IPA

David Molenaar
IPA

Randi Thurston
Monitoring and 

Training Manager

Gary Bell
Forest Habitats

Wildlife Biologist

Steve Bell
Natural Resource

Protection Coordinator

Andy Carlson
Oiled Wildlife Rescue

Coordinator

Brian MacDonald
Oil Spill Planning and 
Response Specialist

Don Noviello
Oil Spill Planning and 
Response Specialist

Dan Doty
Oil Spill Team

Section Manager

Jason Kunz
Multi Agency Permit 

Team Biologist

Jeff Davis
Protection Division 

Manager

Legend
Direct Reports
Division staff

Regional
Forest & Fish

Biologists
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HPA 

Support
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HPA

Support
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HPA

Support
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Restoration Division

The Restoration Division leads DFW’s efforts to restore 
and protect aquatic ecosystems, including freshwater, 
marine, and nearshore environments by providing 
scientific, engineering, and planning expertise through 
cooperative partnerships. 

Focus Areas: 
Providing nearshore ecosystem assessment, strategic •	
planning, and funding assistance to local communities to 
maximize on-the-ground restoration and conservation 
projects.

Serving as a local sponsor with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers •	
to implement a General Investigation known as the Puget 
Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project. DFW 
Habitat staff work with counties, tribes, and state and federal 
agencies to secure federal funding to restore functioning 
nearshore habitat throughout Puget Sound.

Identifying and prioritizing needed projects to remove fish-•	
passage barriers. This work includes fish passage evaluation, 

habitat assessment, and engineering design review of 
culverts, bridges, and fishways.

Providing training and guidance to local restoration projects •	
to help communities inventory fish passage and successfully 
restore habitat. 

Supporting aquatic habitat restoration by providing •	
environmental engineering review, design, and technical 
guidance to public and private landowners and restoration 
entities.

Offering technical guidance to irrigators to prevent fish from •	
being trapped in irrigation systems.

Coordinating the Outer Coast Marine Resource •	
Committees.

Representing DFW on the Pacific Salmon Commission •	
Habitat Committee, Olympic National Sanctuary Advisory 
Council, and the Pacific Fisheries Management Council’s 
Habitat Committee.
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Conservation

Biologist

Robert Vadas
Instream Flow

Biologist

Terra Hegy
Instream Flow

Biologist

Steve Boessow
Water Rights

Biologist

Paul LaRiviere
Flow Restoration

Biologist

Jonathan Kohr
Flow Restoration

Biologist

Hal Beecher
Instream Flow

Biologist

Science Division

The Science Division helps provide the scientific 
foundation for DFW’s management decisions and 
technical assistance related to conservation and 
restoration activities across the agency.  This work 
includes identifying how habitat influences the 
survival, diversity, and productivity of fish and wildlife 
populations. Division staff develop new knowledge to 
better inform land-use actions and new techniques 
for monitoring ecosystem changes.

Focus Areas:  
Leading terrestrial, freshwater, and nearshore watershed •	
characterization work for the Puget Sound Partnership. 
This work complements the state Department of Ecology’s 
water flow and quality characterization and will help guide 
future development in Puget Sound watersheds.

Providing technical expertise on forage fish ecology, •	
including the distribution and habitat use of forage fish in 
Puget Sound.

Coordinating a lowland marsh habitat recovery program •	
that supports the Oregon Spotted Frog in Washington, 
Oregon, California, and British Columbia. This work includes 
identifying the best remaining places across the Pacific 
Northwest for habitat recovery and conservation efforts.

Managing the Intensively Monitored Watersheds program •	
to assess the success of habitat restoration programs in 
salmon and steelhead streams in ten watersheds of Western 
Washington.

Leading the development of remote-sensing methodologies •	
to quantify habitat gained through restoration and lost 
through development activities.

Providing research-based stream flow and water-quantity •	
planning and management recommendations to conserve 
and restore habitat and protect fish and wildlife from direct 
impacts of flow modifications. 

Legend
Direct Reports
Division staff
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Terry Johnson
PHS Data 
Steward

Katie Knight
Land Use 

Policy

Regional PHS/GMA 
Biologists

Teresa Scott
Water Resource

Policy Coordinator

Charity Davidson
Columbia River Water 

Coordinator

Lisa Veneroso
Assistant Director

Habitat

Margen Carlson
Puget Sound Policy

Anna Jackson
Environmental 

Policy

David Whipple
Forest Policy
Coordinator

Lynn Helbrecht
Climate Change 

Coordinator

Elizabeth Butler
Puget Sound EPA 

Grant Program Mgr.

Legend
Direct Reports
Division staff

The Environmental Policy Division provides leadership 
to resolve complex statewide environmental policy 
issues that affect fish, wildlife, and their habitats. This 
division provides applied science and expert guidance 
for habitat conservation partners and stakeholders to 
promote sound decisions on land use, development, 
and fish and wildlife habitat protection and recovery. 

Focus Areas:  
Representing fish and wildlife habitat policy issues on the •	
state Forest Practices Board and participating on the Forest 
Practices Board’s Wildlife Work Group, Northern Spotted 
Owl forum, and the Forest and Fish Policy Committee 
and forums. This work is aimed at resolving statewide fish 
and wildlife forest habitat policy issues associated with 
management of private, state, and federal forestland.

Coordinating DFW’s climate adaptation strategies for fish •	
and wildlife species, ecosystems, and habitats to prioritize 
biodiversity and maintain ecosystem integrity, processes, 
and functions.  This work provides coordination and 
leadership to ensure that key DFW resource-management 
activities are adapted in preparation for climate change. 

Leading DFW’s participation in implementing the Puget •	
Sound Partnership’s Action Agenda, including representing 
the agency on the state’s Ecosystem Coordination Board 
and state natural resources agencies’ caucus.

Providing policy leadership and coordination of land •	
use planning issues related to the Growth Management 
Act, Shoreline Management Act, and Priority Habitats 
and Species (PHS) program. Providing review services 
and science-based support for the development of local 
growth management and shoreline management plans, 
ordinances, and programs.

Providing PHS information to local governments, tribes, land •	
managers and developers, conservation and restoration 
groups, state and federal agencies, and the general public 
to help ensure that land-use decisions consider fish and 
wildlife needs.

Leading agency coordination for water resource policy and •	
implementation of Columbia River water and hydropower 
projects, including representing the agency on the Columbia 
River Water Program Policy Advisory Group, Priest Rapids 
Coordinating Committee, and Chelan/Douglas County 
HCP Coordinating Committees. This work also includes 
close coordination with the Department of Ecology’s Water 
Resources Program and Office of Columbia River, the federal 
Bureau of Reclamation, tribes, local governments, and 
water resource and environmental stakeholders to develop 
innovative approaches to water resource management that 
protect instream and other habitat resources while better 
serving water right stakeholder needs.

Environmental Policy Division

Jeff Azerrad
PHS Report Writer
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Renewable Energy

The Renewable Energy Team provides technical 
assistance in support of natural resource protection 
and mitigation for agricultural water supply, water 
storage, and energy projects (natural gas, wind, 
hydroelectric, wave, tidal, and nuclear). Technical 
assistance is provided for both existing and proposed 
energy facilities. Staff operate within the regulatory 
framework of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission licensing process, the Federal Clean Water 
Act (Section 401) process, the State of Washington 
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) process, 
and various other regulatory processes. 

Focus Areas:
•	 Negotiating and implementing mitigation and settlement 

agreements for resource impacts from energy project 
development and operations. Agreements are developed 
through a collaborative process involving the project 
proponent, state, federal, and tribal agencies and species 
experts with disciplines specific to natural resources in 
Washington State and the Pacific Northwest.

•	 Providing technical assistance to energy project owners to 
guide project development and siting decisions that result 

in equitable consideration for impacts to natural resources 
and energy generation.  Current high priorities include the 
license implementation for the Boundary hydro-electric 
project north of Spokane, the Cushman hydro-electric 
project, the Radar Ridge wind project within the Marbled 
Murrelet recovery area, and the Statewide Energy Mitigation 
Land Bank in Klickitat County.

•	 Supporting voluntary compliance with the DFW Wind 
Power Guidelines by working with permitting authorities 
at the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council and county 
planning departments to include permit conditions that 
provide for habitat and wildlife protection and mitigation.

•	 Building and maintaining the science of wildlife and 
energy facility interactions through applied research 
using the Grayland Wind Energy Project Memorandum of 
Understanding which provides DFW with the opportunity 
to conduct wildlife interaction research at the facility. 

•	 Conducting wildlife assessments on state lands eligible for 
wind energy leases.  Objectives are accomplished through 
a partnership with Department of Natural Resources 
to develop the Wind Power Leasing Strategy and Risk 
Assessment Tool for State Lands within Habitat Conservation 
Plan unit boundaries.

Doug Robison
Renewable Energy

Team Leader

Peter Birch
Deputy Assistant 

Director

Patrick Verhey
Energy Mitigation

Biologist

Mike Ritter
Energy Mitigation

Biologist

Graham Simon
Energy Mitigation

Biologist

Travis Nelson
Renewable Energy

Manager

John Carleton
Mitigation

Coordinator

Brock Applegate
Energy Mitigation

Biologist

Peggy Miller
Energy Mitigation

Biologist
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The Administrative Operations Division provides 
budget management and administrative support to 
the Habitat Program. 

Focus Areas:  
Managing the Habitat Program’s operating budget and •	
federal, local, and interagency contracts.

Coordinating communication efforts for the Habitat •	
Program.  

Coordinating Habitat Program legislative bill analyses and •	
fiscal notes. 

Providing excellent customer service and administrative •	
support.

Administrative Operations Division

Jane Banyard
Administrative Ops

Manager

Lisa Veneroso
Assistant Director

Habitat

Jodi Hoye
Administrative

Support

Debbie Rick
Administrative

Assistant

Toni Lick
Budget 
Analyst

Angella Ward
Administrative

Support

Lynette Wickett
Administrative

Assistant
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Regional Offices

Habitat Program staff in each of DFW’s six 
regional offices work closely with Habitat Program 
headquarters staff to implement permitting 
authority and provide sound scientific information, 
management recommendations, and expert technical 
guidance to other agencies and the public. Regional 
staff serve as the primary public point of contact for 
implementing the Habitat Program’s vision of ensuring 
that Washington State’s habitats are protected and 
restored to enable the long-term sustainability of fish 
and wildlife populations and the ecosystems they 
depend upon.

Focus Areas:  
•	 Providing timely and collaborative reviews of HPAs to 

support fish protection and recovery.

•	 Offering technical support consistent with habitat 
conservation priorities to local governments participating in 
Growth Management Act planning, Shoreline Management 
Plan and Critical Area Ordinance updates, and the application 
of PHS information to regulatory activities.

•	 Working cooperatively with forestland owners to promote 
habitat protection and restoration.

•	 Designing and implementing habitat restoration projects 
with tribal, federal, state, and local partners.

•	 Providing technical assistance to citizens on habitat 
protection and restoration.

•	 Supporting Lead Entities and fish-enhancement groups 
through regional habitat recovery forums and projects.

•	 Fostering cooperative relationships with local, state, and 
federal agencies to ensure that fish and wildlife habitat 
needs are considered in decision-making processes.

•	 Providing regional support for Habitat Program operations.

Abbreviations used:  
WST:	 Watershed Stewardship Team
PHS:	 Priority Habitat & Species
GMA:	 Growth Management Act
F&F:	 Forest & Fish
RHPM:	 Regional Habitat Program Manager

Peter Birch
Deputy Assistant 

Director

Mark Wachtel
Region 1 

Program Manager

Vacant
Region 2 

Program Manager

Perry Harvester
Region 3 

Program Manager

David Brock
Region 4 

Program Manager

David Howe
Region 5 

Program Manager

Stephan Kalinowski
Region 6 

Program Manager
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This region covers Washington’s ten eastern-most 
counties from Canada to Oregon and from Idaho to 
the Columbia Basin, including Pend Oreille, Stevens, 
Ferry, Lincoln, Spokane, Whitman, Garfield, Asotin, 
Columbia, and Walla Walla counties.

Focus Areas:  
Issuing an average of 400 HPAs each year, with a workload •	
of approximately 100 permits per year for each area habitat 
biologist. 

Reviewing approximately 90 Road Management and •	
Abandonment Plans annually, assessing an average of 
300 stream typing projects each year, and reviewing 
approximately 1,000 Forest Practice applications each year.

Addressing fish needs and future water use in the Pend •	
Oreille and Spokane Rivers as part of Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission hydroelectric dam re-licensing 
processes. 

Providing ongoing technical assistance to Pend Oreille •	
County, the City of Spokane Valley, and the City of Clarkston’s 
Growth Management Act and Shoreline Management Plan 
to incorporate PHS information into these ordinances. 

Reviewing Spokane County’s Growth Management Act and •	
Shoreline Management Act plans for compliance with state 
environmental policy. 

Guiding the Mill Creek Passage project to address the flood •	
control structures in Walla Walla.

Participating on the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board •	
and over 20 salmon recovery projects to ensure salmon 
habitat is protected and restored.

Region 1

Colville Walla  Walla Spokane Pullman

Dayton

Mark Grandstaff
Assistant 

RHPM

Dave Karl
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Thomas Schirm
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Sandy Dotts
WST 

Biologist

Vacant
F & F 

Biologist

Bruce Heiner
Environmental

Engineer

Jeffery Lawlor
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Karin Divens
PHS/GMA 
Biologist

Mark Wachtel
Region 1 

Habitat Program Manager

Legend
Direct Reports
Regional staff
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Region 2

This north-central Washington region is bordered on 
the north by the Okanogan Highlands and Canadian 
border, on the west by the crest of the North Cascade 
Mountains, and extends south and east through the 
Columbia Basin Plateau. The region contains many 
diverse terrestrial and aquatic habitats, including 
many large lakes and rivers such as Lake Chelan and 
the Columbia River, and encompasses Adams, Chelan, 
Douglas, Grant, and Okanogan counties. 

Focus Areas:  
Issuing an average of 240 HPA permits each year, with a •	
workload of approximately 80 permits per year for each 
area habitat biologist. 

Reviewing an average of 280 Forest Practice Applications •	
each year. 

Protecting fish and wildlife through participation in the •	
Eastern Washington Cascades and Yakima Provincial 
Advisory Committee (PAC) and the Scientific Advisory 

Group-East Side (SAGE) to support adaptive habitat 
management in landscape-scale activities on dry east-side 
coniferous forests. 

Participating in Upper Columbia River Salmon Recovery •	
forums that address listed salmon, steelhead, and bull trout 
recovery and other fish and wildlife habitat-restoration 
projects within the Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery 
Region.

Supporting implementation of the Columbia River Water •	
Management Program with emphasis on water storage, the 
Crab Creek Feeder Route, and Odessa Aquifer Study. 

Protecting fish and wildlife resources and habitat •	
through participation in Columbia River Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) License applications and 
implementation. 

Promoting protection and restoration of the Lake Chelan •	
ecosystem and its important native fish life through 
participation in the Lake Chelan In-Lieu Fee Program.

Winthrop Ephrata CarltonOmak

Wenatchee

Vacant
Salmon Recovery

Biologist

Connie Iten
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Vacant
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Ken Bevis
WST

 Biologist

Gina McCoy
Environmental

Engineer

Lynda Hofmann
F & F

 Biologist

Eric Pentico
Area Habitat

 Biologist

Vacant
Region 2 

Habitat Program Manager

Legend
Direct Reports
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Region 3

Ellensburg Yakima

Mark Teske
PHS/GMA 
Biologist

Brent Renfrow
Assistant 

RHPM

William Meyer
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Jennifer Scott
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Eric Bartrand
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Perry Harvester
Region 3 

Habitat Program Manager

Legend
Direct Reports
Regional staff

This South Central region is bordered on the west 
by the Cascade Mountains and extends eastward to 
the Tri-Cities area, encompassing much of the state’s 
remaining shrub steppe habitat. The region includes 
the Yakima River Basin, the Hanford Reach of the 
Columbia River and Kittitas, Yakima, Benton, and 
Franklin counties. 

Focus Areas:  
Issuing an average of 230 HPA permits each year, with an •	
annual workload of approximately 60 permits for each area 
habitat biologist.

Conserving and protecting remaining shrub-steppe habitat •	
and priority species that depend on these habitats. Over 
30,000 acres of shrub-steppe habitat has been acquired or 
protected. 

Protecting pine forest habitat by working collaboratively to •	
restore ecosystems where wild land fires have occurred. 

Providing technical guidance to protect fish and wildlife •	
in forums that are developing methods to utilize forest 
products for renewable energy. 

Restoring habitat to aid recovery of threatened salmon and •	
steelhead populations in the Yakima River Basin. 

Preserving nearly 2,000 acres of forest land through •	
Teanaway Solar Reserve mitigation agreement.  
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Region 4

Mill Creek LaConner LaConner

Bellingham

Issaquah

Bob Warinner
WST 

Biologist

Wayne Watne
F & F 

Biologist

Laura Arber
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Brendan Brokes
Assistant 

RHPM

Ginger Holser
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Doug Thompson
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Jamie Bails
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Wendy Cole
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Jeffery Kamps
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Doug Hennick
WST 

Biologist

Stewart Reinbold
Assistant 

RHPM

Larry Fisher
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Kirk Lakey
WST

 Coordinator

Bob Barnard
Environmental

Engineer

Steve Seymour
WST 

Biologist

Brian Williams
Environmental

Planner

David Brock
Region 4 

Habitat Program Manager

Legend
Direct Reports
Regional staff

This region covers northern Puget Sound from King 
County to the Canadian border and includes King, 
Snohomish, Skagit, Island, San Juan, and Whatcom 
counties.

Focus Areas:  
Issuing approximately 1,500 HPA permits each year, with •	
an annual workload of approximately 160 permits for each 
area habitat biologist. 

Developing and implementing a comprehensive •	
management plan in Skagit County for water courses on 

agriculture land, known as the Tidegate/Fish Initiative (TFI). 
The aim of the work is to provide clarity and certainty for 
the agriculture community on stream management on 
agricultural land. 

Planning, developing, and implementing fish habitat •	
enhancement projects with tribal staff, including work with 
the Lummi and Nooksack tribes on fish habitat projects in 
the three forks of the Nooksack River and with Skagit River 
Systems Cooperative on beach habitat along the east side 
of Fidalgo Bay.
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Region 5

Vancouver

Winlock

Anne Friesz
Assistant 

RHPM

Alex Uber
Environmental

Engineer

Steve West
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Tony Godat
Engineering 

Aide

George Fornes
PHS/GMA 
Biologist

Scott Brummer
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Donna Bighouse
WST 

Biologist

Sam Kolb
F & F 

Biologist

David Howe
Region 5 

Habitat Program Manager

Legend
Direct Reports
Regional staff

This region covers southwest Washington and includes 
Lewis, Cowlitz, Wahkiakum, Clark, Skamania, and 
Klickitat counties.

Focus Areas:  
Issuing an average of 500 HPA permits each year, with an •	
annual workload of approximately 125 permits for each 
area habitat biologist. Major projects include the future 
replacement of the Interstate 5 bridge over the Columbia 
River and the removal of Condit Dam on the White Salmon 
River.

Providing advice on sustainable wind power development •	
in Klickitat and Skamania Counties to balance clean energy 
interests with conservation of avian and other sensitive 
species, including development of a land/mitigation bank. 

Providing technical assistance to cities and counties for land •	
use and comprehensive planning decisions, including the 
Clark County Shoreline Master Plan update and participation 
in the development and implementation of the Lower 
Columbia Salmon Recovery and Fish and Wildlife Sub basin 
Plan. 

Implementing the Columbia River Estuary Memorandum •	
of Agreement that commits $40.5 million of federal funds 
for WDFW sponsored estuary habitat projects to restore 
ESA-listed salmon and steelhead abundance in the Lower 
Columbia River estuary.

Reviewing western gray squirrel management plans in •	
Klickitat and Skamania counties for consistency with WDFW 
Management Recommendations.
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Region 6

This region covers the Pacific coastal counties from 
the Long Beach Peninsula in the south to the Olympic 
Peninsula and the Strait of Juan de Fuca in the north, 
and as far east as Mount Rainier. Along with areas 
surrounding southern Puget Sound and Hood Canal, 
the counties in this region are Clallam, Jefferson, 
Mason, Kitsap, Pierce, Thurston, Grays Harbor, and 
Pacific. 

Focus Areas:  
Issuing an average of 1,150 HPA permits each year, with an •	
annual workload of approximately 100 permits for each 
area habitat biologist. 

Addressing PHS needs through recommendations on •	
Shoreline Master Plan updates in Jefferson, Pierce, Thurston, 
and Kitsap counties. 

Developing salmon recovery guidelines, such as the Land •	
Use Planning for Salmon, Steelhead, and Trout and the 
Steelhead Foundation’s primer for recovery. 

Participating on the Chehalis Basin Flood Authority, Twin •	
Cities Flood Damage Reduction General Investigation, and 
Chehalis Basin Ecosystem Restoration and Flood Retention 
General Investigation.

Port Orchard Port Angeles

Edgewood

Shelton

Montesano

Montesano

Olympia

Chris Waldbillig
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Chris Moran
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Doris Small
WST 

Biologist
Michael Blanton

WST 
Biologist

Chris Byrnes
Area Habitat

 Biologist

Theresa Nation
PHS/GMA

Planner

Doug Wiedemeier
F & F 

Biologist

William Rehe
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Bob Burkle
Assistant 

RHPM

Dave Kloempken
Assistant 

RHPM

Gloria Rogers
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Gina Piazza
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Amy Iverson
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Theresa Powell
Area Habitat 

Biologist

Dan Dafoe
F & F 

Biologist

Don Nauer
F & F 

Biologist

Margie Schirato-
Bigelow

Area Habitat Biologist

Stephan Kalinowski
Region 6 

Habitat Program Manager
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Regional staff





Mark Wachtel
Region 1 Habitat Program Manager
(509) 892-7860 ext 320
Mark.Wachtel@dfw.wa.gov

Vacant
Region 2 Habitat Program Manager

Perry Harvester
Region 3 Habitat Program Manager
(509) 457-9314
Perry.Harvester@dfw.wa.gov

David Brock
Region 4 Habitat Program Manager
(425) 775-1311 ext 114
David.Brock@dfw.wa.gov

David Howe
Region 5 Habitat Program Manager
(360) 906-6729
David.Howe@dfw.wa.gov

Stephan Kalinowski
Region 6 Habitat Program Manager
(360) 249-4628 ext 227
Stephan.Kalinowski@dfw.wa.gov

Lisa Veneroso
Assistant Director

(360) 902-2836
Lisa.Veneroso@dfw.wa.gov

Peter Birch
Deputy Assistant Director

(360) 902-2641
Peter.Birch@dfw.wa.gov

David Price
Restoration Division Manager

(360) 902-2565
David.Price@dfw.wa.gov

Jeff Davis
Protection Division Manager

(360) 902-2527
Jeffrey.Davis@dfw.wa.gov

Tim Quinn
Chief Scientist
(360) 902-2414

Timothy.Quinn@dfw.wa.gov

Anna Jackson
Environmental Policy

(360) 902-2589
Anna.Jackson@dfw.wa.gov

Margen Carlson
Puget Sound Policy

(360) 902-2229
Margen. Carlson@dfw.wa.gov

Jane Banyard
Administrative Operations Manager

(360) 902-2530
Jane.Banyard@dfw.wa.gov
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