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GREEN SHEET

Meeting/Workshop: December 2 & 3 2011

Agenda Item: PROPOSED LAND TRANSACTIONS
Staff Contact: Dan Budd

Presenter: Dan Budd

Background:

The Department is recommending the following actions:
Item 1 - Proposed Acquisition of 2 acres in Mason County
Item 2 - Proposed Acquisition of 95 acres in Wahkiakum County
Item 3 - Proposed Acquisition of 40 acres in Grant County
Item 4 - Proposed Timber Thinning on the Scotch Creek and Sinlahekin Wildlife Areas

Item 5 - Proposed Acquisition in Asotin County

Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration:

Protection of critical fish and wildlife habitat and providing public recreational opportunity.

Public involvement process used and what you learned:

Item 1- This project is funded by a grant from the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program,
which involves a public review and budget appropriation process. The Department’s Lands 20/20
process was used and project information was shared with county conservation organizations and
commissioners. This project has strong local and regional support.

Item 2- This project was funded through both a federal and state competitive grant process and has
been reviewed with local government.

Item 3- This project ranked number two out of eight projects evaluated by the Washington State
Waterfowl Advisory Group and also was awarded funding through a national competition under
the North American Wetlands Conservation Act.

Item S —The Recreation and Conservation Office conducts a competitive public evaluation process
each biennium for projects to be funded under the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program.
This was the number two scoring project in the Critical Habitat category for the 11-13 biennium.
This item was also reviewed with local government and WDFW has received a letter of support for
the project from the Asotin County Commissioners.

Action requested (identify the specific Commission decisions you are seeking):
Approval of the proposed land transactions as presented.

Draft motion language:
Move to approve the proposed land transactions as presented.

Justification for Commission action:
This action will protect critical habitat and provide public recreational opportunity.
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

WILDLIFE PROGRAM
LANDS DIVISION
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

December 2, 2011
TO: Philip Anderson

Director
FROM: Dan Budd

Real Estate Manager

SUBJECT: ITEM 1: PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF THE BELFAIR WATER
DISTRICT PROPERTY, UNION RIVER UNIT, SOUTH PUGET SOUND
WILDLIFE AREA, MASON COUNTY.

The Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has secured an option from the Belfair Water
District No. 1 to purchase 2 acres of lowlands and tidelands in Lynch Cove. This acquisition is
part of the Lynch Cove project which was evaluated and approved through the Lands 20/20
process. The purpose of the project is to provide a migratory pathway for juvenile summer chum
and Chinook and valuable habitat for shellfish, shorebirds, waterfowl, and other marine
resources in Hood Canal. This project is being jointly funded by a U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service National Coastal Wetland grant and a Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program
grant. Authority for this acquisition is provided in the capital budget.

This property is located in Mason County, approximately 3 miles southwest of Belfair. The
property is primarily salt marsh tidelands with wetland buffers. It is integral to a large, public
land protection complex that includes additional lands owned by WDFW, two land trusts, State
Parks, and the local school district, protecting most of the cove. The acquisition and protection of
these properties is an action item for the Puget Sound Chinook and Summer Chum recovery
plans and also provides important waterfowl hunting access.

The property will be managed within the Wildlife Program by Jim Gerchak as part of the Union
River Unit, South Puget Sound Wildlife Area. Operation and maintenance costs are anticipated
to be $500 annually to address weed control and litter issues. Funding will be provided from the
existing wildlife area budget.

The Department has secured an option to purchase this property at the reviewed and approved
appraised value of:
2 acres for $5,000

The Department recommends the Commission approve the acquisition of the 2-acre Belfair
Water District No. 1 property for the optioned price of $5,000.



ITEM1: PROPOSED ACQUISITION BELFAIR WATER
DISTRICT NO.1 PROPERTY

COUNTY: MASON COUNTY
LEGAL: PTN SECTION 32, TOWNSHIP 23N, RANGE 1W, W.M.

ACRES: 2
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ITEM 1: PROPOSED ACQUISITION BELFAIR WATER
DISTRICT NO. 1 PROPERTY

COUNTY: MASON COUNTY
LEGAL: PTN SECTION 32, TOWNSHIP 23N, RANGE 1W, W.M.

ACRES: 2
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
WILDLIFE PROGRAM
LANDS DIVISION
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
December 2, 2011

TO: Philip Anderson
Director
FROM: Dan Budd

Real Estate Manager

SUBJECT: ITEM 2: PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF THE MILLER, ET UX,,

PROPERTY, ALTOONA UNIT, MOUNT SAINT HELENS WILDLIFE

AREA, WAHKIAKUM COUNTY.

The Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has secured an Option to purchase the 95-acre
Miller, et ux., property on the Deep River of Grays Bay in Wahkiakum County. This project was
approved through the 2009 WDFW Lands 20/20 evaluation process. The purpose of this project
is protection of estuarine habitat for wintering waterfowl and threatened salmon. This
acquisition will be funded with a US Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal Wetlands Conservation
grant and a Salmon Recovery Funding Board grant. Authority for this acquisition is provided in
the current capital budget.

This property is located approximately 6 miles east of Naselle and 4 miles west of Roseburg,
south of Highway 4, near Svenson’s Landing. The property is mostly wet grasslands and
tidelands, with the majority of the property being inundated at high tide.

WDFW-ownership of this property will provide protection of estuarine intertidal emergent
marsh, which is recognized as critical salmonid habitat. Additionally, this marsh complex
provides habitat for over 10,000 wintering ducks, geese, shorebirds, and raptors. This is one of
the most important winter waterfowl areas on the lower Columbia River.

The property will be managed within the Wildlife Program by Brian Calkins as part of the
Altoona Unit of the Mount Saint Helens Wildlife Area. Operation and maintenance costs are
anticipated to be $1,500 annually. Funding will be provided from the existing wildlife area
budget.

The Department has secured an option to purchase this property at the reviewed and approved
appraised value of:
95 acres for $24,000

The Department recommends the Commission approve the acquisition of the 95-acre Miller, et
ux., property for the appraised value of $24,000.
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ITEM 2: PROPOSED ACQUISITION MILLER, ET UX., PROPERTY
CUUNTY: WAHKIAKUM COUNTY
LEGAL: PTNS SECTIONS 31 & 32, TOWNSHIP 10N, RANGE 8W, W.M.

ACRES: 95
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ITEM2: PROPOSED ACQUISITION MILLER, ET UX., PROPERTY

COUNTY: WAHKIAKUM COUNTY

LEGAL: PTNS SECTION 31 & 32, TOWNSHIP 10N, RANGE 8W, W.M.
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
WILDLIFE PROGRAM
LANDS DIVISION
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
December 2, 2011

TO: Philip Anderson
Director
FROM: Dan Budd

Real Estate Manager

SUBJECT: ITEM 3: PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF THE K5 INVESTMENTS
PROPERTY, SEEPS LAKE UNIT, COLUMIA BASIN WILDLIFE AREA,
GRANT COUNTY.

The Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has secured an option to purchase 40 acres from
K5 Investments. This acquisition is part of the Ephrata Lake project which was evaluated and
approved through the Lands 20/20 process. The purpose of the project is to enhance waterfowl
habitat management opportunities and provide a migratory waterfowl resting site. This project is
being funded by Migratory Waterfowl funds and a North American Wetlands Conservation Act
grant. Authority for this acquisition is provided in the capital budget.

This property is located in Grant County, approximately 3 % miles south of Soap Lake and 18
miles northwest of Moses Lake. A large portion of the property is within the riparian zone of
Ephrata Lake, with the upland portion being native grassland, comprised of bunchgrasses, forbs,
and shrubs. It is integral to a large, public land protection complex that includes additional lands
owned by WDFW, Department of Natural Resources and Bureau of Reclamation. The
acquisition and protection of this property provides important habitat for 1,000-3,000 waterfowl
during months of open water. Acquisition of this property will also enhance public recreation
opportunities on Ephrata Lake, primarily waterfowl hunting,

The property will be managed within the Wildlife Program by Greg Fitzgerald as part of the
Seeps Lake Unit, Columbia Basin Wildlife Area. Operation and maintenance costs are
anticipated to be $640 annually to address weed control and litter issues. Funding will be
provided from the existing wildlife area budget.

The Department has secured an option to purchase this property at the reviewed and approved
appraised value of:

40 acres for $100,000

The Department recommends the Commission approve the acquisition of the 40-acre K5
Investments property for the optioned price of $100,000.



ITEM 3:

CuUNTY: GRANT COUNTY

PROPOSED ACQUISITION K-5 INVESTMENTS PROPERTY

LEGAL: SE4NW4 SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 21N, RANGE 27E, W.M.
ACRES: 40
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ITEM 3: PROPOSED ACQUISITION K-5 INVESTMENTS PROPERTY |
COUNTY: GRANT COUNTY
LEGAL: SE4NW4 SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 21N, RANGE 27E, W.M.

ACRES: 40
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
WILDLIFE PROGRAM

LANDS DIVISION
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
December 2, 2011
TO: Philip Anderson
Director
FROM: Dan Budd
Real Estate Manager

SUBJECT: ITEM 4: PROPOSED TIMBER THINNING SALES, SCOTCH CREEK
AND SINLAHEKAN WILDLIFE AREAS, OKANOGAN COUNTY.

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife is proposing three timber sales on wildlife
areas in Okanogan County. The objectives of these actions are to reduce catastrophic wildfire
hazard and improve forest health while removing diseased trees. These actions will be taken on
the Sinlahekin Wildlife Area and two units of the Scotch Creek Wildlife Area.

Sinlahekin Wildlife Area

The Sinlahekin Ecosystem Restoration Project, funded in part by a Recreation and Conservation
Office (RCO) grant, will thin up to 400 acres this winter depending on ground conditions.
Frozen ground or sufficient snow cover is required to protect habitat and cultural resources. The
estimated volume to be removed is 1.634 MMBF (million board feet) of which half will be pulp.
We are thinning it to reduce the fire hazard and improve forest health.

Chesaw Unit, Scotch Creek Wildlife Area

Approximately 220 acres of the Chesaw unit are infested with spruce bud worm, currently in its
third year. We plan to thin the Douglas fir and leave the other tree species for habitat diversity.
In addition to thinning Douglas fir we plan to restore approximately 30 acres of Quaking aspen
habitat. We found a nesting pair of Great gray owls in the unit which is the only nesting pair on
department lands statewide. Owl management steps include leaving three 30-acre polygons
uncut, creating feeding platforms, and building ten nesting platforms with the grant money. This
project will remove approximately 1.5 MMBF (million board feet) of timber, plus hewsaw and
pulp down to 2.5” tops. The management objective is to reduce the fire hazard from the recently
killed trees and improve survival on the leave trees. There will be no new road construction, and
the project will be completed on frozen ground or snow. We will monitor and evaluate
effectiveness with photo-monitoring and observing the owls.

Pogue Mountain Unit, Scotch Creek Wildlife Area

A portion of Pogue Mountain burned in 2008. The Salmon Creek fire burned near the same area
this summer. Under this RCO grant we plan to thin 150 acres of unburned timber this winter on
frozen or snow-covered ground. The plan is to remove approximately 600 MBF (thousand board
feet) of mostly Douglas fir. The thinning will reduce the fire hazard and improve forest health.

The Department recommends the Commission approve the proposed timber sales on the
Sinlahekin and Scotch Creek wildlife areas.



ITEM 4:

PROPOSED TIMBER THINNING SALES
CuwUNTY: OKANOGAN COUNTY

SCOTCH CREEK WILDLIFE AREA
SINLAHEKIN WILDLIFE AREA

' = = F I :
. e Gidley Lake %
| A s o S cag T
ORZYE er T4OR28E TAUREPE F‘Pq"
.‘W_ d ‘l!!;: : 5 ' ey
RAE %L Orovlll ,gm.rm 2 %&fb— | lﬁ‘\ TI.T'E]\__‘
f A — 1 DRISCOLEA "\ | my T
5/ | I.ake 1 ‘\\_ ISLAND Muskrat L . '
= %#’ _ UNIT | 5y SIS
. ynnacu! -‘ l_ & R vi=
S [ - ¥ !ake =~ a : & i
P R o si""l] g_ a "Q k Bonaparpé L ake
. A \ % \ 1
L ,—F)L Y THRROE | |
lF’ﬂuru$ I
ragd % i \ N Walkdr 1
o L
Conneys Lake | {jr—= -0 !
| Proposed Timber Thmmng ey
I . sropcre— A
g ~Tonasjft— —”ﬂ‘—l‘
e Aeneas® | [ .-
_ o Lake b R %2 N -
@ o b » ;
- % (o I fﬁ C
Ny O '
\| {
MINERAL %' ‘ dalkire o}
— l L] bt ) Im%o
SREgegongliy: o 1Ay -y
. wc > UN]T
Collconplly¥yk | L m 5 a
| ~ &
3 RlvemlE @
"H CREE \ o % N
N | : rown f \
,_)‘ 'E a i wvi =
, & 3% A T34R30E
" ?'ED i Y g & §.”I <
9 -3’ | K Omak S‘_-f "m e
| gl ) . = &/ =\
Va2 SPMAK HATEHERK, g ¥
i gy aden iikg] o\
Peoy L ¥
A0 B
@T\ L D'1 5 LN{20 Okanogan 2
' p 2
b .. ’J \"'\ ‘.I
\ \Omak Lake
I 2 CHILIWIST N
a UNIT \ 4,
_J'l_] dhL A
[8 S 4a




ITEM4: PROPOSED TIMBER THINNING SALES

COUNTY: OKANOGAN COUNTY
SCOTCH CREEK WILDLIFE AREA
SINLAHEKIN WILDLIFE AREA
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
WILDLIFE PROGRAM
LANDS DIVISION
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
December 2, 2011

TO: Philip Anderson
Director
FROM: Dan Budd

Real Estate Manager

SUBJECT: ITEM 5: PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF THE ODOM/4-0 LAND &
LIVESTOCK, LLC PROPERTY, GROUSE FLAT UNIT, BLUE
MOUNTAIN WILDLIFE AREA, ASOTIN COUNTY.

The Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is negotiating an option to purchase, in multi-
year phases, approximately 11,973 acres from Milton Odom, II and 4-0 Land & Livestock, LLC.
This acquisition is part of the Mountain View project which was evaluated and approved through
the Lands 20/20 process. The purpose of the project is to protect miles of creek and river
riparian zone for the benefit of steelhead and bull trout, and to improve terrestrial habitat
management for the benefit of deer, bighorn sheep and elk. This project is being funded by a
grant from the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program.

This property is located in Asotin County, approximately 22 miles southwest of Anatone. The
property has about seven miles of frontage on the Grande Ronde River and contains numerous
creeks, most notably Wenatchee Creek, Cougar Creek and Grouse Creek. Historically, the
property has been managed with a focus on wildlife habitat providing trophy big game hunting
opportunities. Management practices include scattered dry land farming, moderate cattle grazing
and timber production. The land is a mix of gently rolling hills and meadows, sloping and steep
hillsides, and benches. The value of this property to wildlife includes riparian habitats beneficial
to endangered fish species and forestland and high meadow complexes beneficial to ungulates
including bighorn sheep, deer and elk. It is bordered extensively by public lands owned by the
US Forest Service (Umatilla National Forest) and the Bureau of Land Management.

The property will be managed within the Wildlife Program by Bob Dice as part of the Grouse
Flat Unit, Blue Mountain Wildlife Area. Operation and maintenance costs estimates for this
phase are being developed to-address weed control and litter issues. Funding will be provided
from the existing wildlife area budget.

The Department is negotiating an option to purchase this property in multi-year phases. The
price and terms of the first phase will be provided to the Fish and Wildlife Commission at their
December meeting along with the Department’s recommendation to approve the acquisition of
the property.



ITEMS: PROPOSED ACQUISITION ODOM/4-0 LAND &
LIVESTOCK PROPERTY

COUNTY: ASOTIN COUNTY

LEGAL: PTNS MULTIPLE SECTIONS, TOWNSHIPS 6N & 7N,
RANGES 43E & 44E, W.M.
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ITEM5: PROPOSED ACQUISITION ODOM/4-0 LAND AND
LIVESTOCK PROPERTY

COUNTY: ASOTIN COUNTY

LEGAL: PTNS MULTIPLE SECTIONS, TOWNSHIPS 6N & 7N,
RANGES 43E & 44E, W.M.
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