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Objective: To explain how people recreational time supports the economic lifeblood of others
 
Abstract: Many fisheries around the world have been overharvested. Suffering the fate from short-run economic demands, many of these fisheries could sustain profitable long-term sportfisheries.  However, considering recent fisheries management issues experienced in the U.S., Europe and Central America, government officials too often view the economic value of fisheries as only coming from commercial harvests. For example even in the U.S., elected officials do not understand that the economic activity generated by anglers is greater than the economies of 14 states, or that the federal tax revenues from sportfishing could fund the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. This presentation will help the audience explain to government officials the potential magnitude of sportfishing’s economic contributions and how sportfishing’s impacts are created and transported to all corners of the economy.  The presentation will rely heavily on examples from recent 2006 U.S. sportfishing economic data, recent work in Mexico, and information from other international issues.
 
 
Outline:
Intro:
Seek info from UN fisheries and other reports from government agencies (short & sweet). “Fisheries of the U.S.” by NOAA Fisheries
No slide, but comment: fisheries often perceived as only providing economic benefits via commercial fisheries. Sportfishing’s impacts are often overlooked. I want to show why that is a mistake.
A need exists to document and communicate the economic contributions of sportfisheries. This was done in the U.S. by SA on behalf of the American Sportfishing Association. We’ve done additional work in Mexico, now working in Costa Rica, on behalf of TBF. Using these results, we can gain a better idea of the importance of sportfishing to many economies.
Methods & Purpose (SHORT & SWEET in POWERPOINT):
Fifth in a series of econ reports going back to 1985 (basically every 5 years)
Based on U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s “National Surveys of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-Associated Recreation” conducted by U.S. Census Bureau under contract to FWS.
Survey reports # of anglers and $ spent for travel, equipment and more.
Used IMPLAN economic modeling system to estimate jobs, economic activity, tax revenues and more
Reported results in a user-friendly document to increase understanding and use.
Surveyed anglers visiting Cabo San Lucas area to capture expenditures, and businesses to develop the necessary economic models. Results are available from TBF website (show link to report)
Results:
	Follow the hunting report outline
	Add in Cabo results 
	Maybe list a few results you can find at EFFTA, EU or other websites.
Conclusion:
Sportfishing is too often overlooked as a viable contributor to economic health
Managed well, sportfishing provides sustainable jobs, tax revenues and other econ benefits.




It All Starts With Anglers. How 
Many Are There? 

 

 

• 33 million U.S. anglers 
• Fishing is as popular as golf and tennis 

combined! 
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New 2011 estimates. The economic impacts that follow are from older studies, as noted beneath each slide in this comments section.
34 million golfers and tennis players (NSGA)



In 2006, U.S. anglers spent $45.3 
billion in sales:  

• If fishing was a corporation, it 
would rank #47 in the Fortune 500 

• Sportfishing sales exceed the 
revenues of Microsoft and Times 
Warner 

How Much Do Anglers Spend? 
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Anglers Support One Heck of an 
Economy 

 • Over 1 million jobs: three 
times more than 
employed by UPS 

• Anglers’ $16 billion in 
federal tax revenues 
could fund the U.S. EPA 

 



Oregon 

• Anglers spent $783 million in 2008: 
 13,860 jobs = one-third of Corvallis 

region’s jobs 
 $90 million in state taxes = would buy 

over 138,000 fully loaded laptops for 
schools 

 $1.25 billion in total economic activity = 
greater than the economy of the Virgin 
Islands 
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Source: Studies conducted by the ODFW and WDWF:
Dean Runyan Associates. Fishing, Hunting, Wildlife Viewing and Shellfishing in Oregon, 2008. Prepared for the Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife. May, 2009.
TCW Economics. Economic Analysis of the Non-Treaty Commercial and Recreational Fisheries in Washington State. Prepared for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. December, 2008.
Jobs & other impacts estimated using IMPLAN economic models built by Southwick Associates for the ASA and state fish & wildlife agencies (Sportfishing in America, 2007). Exception: the WA jobs figure comes from the TCW report listed above. WA’s tax and total econ activity is estimated as described in this paragraph.

Jobs / employment data: US Bureau of Labor Statistics: http://www.bls.gov/news.release/metro.t01.htm





Washington 

• $905 million spent by anglers in 2006: 
12,850 jobs = Enough to employ 1/3 of 

Wenatchee 
$78 million in state taxes = 120,000 

laptops 
$1.45 billion in total economic activity = 

greater than the economies of St. Lucia 
or Granada. 
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Source: Studies conducted by the ODFW and WDWF:
Dean Runyan Associates. Fishing, Hunting, Wildlife Viewing and Shellfishing in Oregon, 2008. Prepared for the Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife. May, 2009.
TCW Economics. Economic Analysis of the Non-Treaty Commercial and Recreational Fisheries in Washington State. Prepared for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. December, 2008.
Jobs & other impacts estimated using IMPLAN economic models built by Southwick Associates for the ASA and state fish & wildlife agencies (Sportfishing in America, 2007). Exception: the WA jobs figure comes from the TCW report listed above. WA’s tax and total econ activity is estimated as described in this paragraph.

Jobs / employment data: US Bureau of Labor Statistics: http://www.bls.gov/news.release/metro.t01.htm

Laptops = $650 for a fully loaded laptop from Dell as of 10-13-12
National economies: United Nations http://unstats.un.org/unsd/snaama/dnllist.asp




Salmon is Significant! 

The percent of all trips that target salmon: 
• OR = 31% of all trips 
• WA = 29% of all trips  

Estimated Contributions: 
OR = 4,297 jobs, $28 million in state & local 
tax revenues 
WA = 3,727 jobs, $23 million in state & local 
tax revenues 
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SAFE for Salmon Will Grow 
These Impacts 

 Just looking at Spring 
chinook’s impacts: 

• Average annual Spring 
chinook trips, 2009 to 
2012 = 146,200 

• SAFE would increase 
trips by 32.8% (47,950 
more trips) 

 



SAFE for Salmon Will Grow These 
Impacts 

 SAFE’s economic boost = 

• $6.0 million more 
spending 

• 93 more jobs 

• $2.5 million in new 
income 

• $248,000 in new state & 
local taxes 

 



Conclusion 

• Recreational fishing is much more than 
play time, it’s a serious jobs machine 

• Nearly 1/3 of fishing activity in OR and WA  
targets salmon. 

• SAFE will create more jobs, more benefits 
without offsetting commercial jobs. 
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